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Miriam sees red in AFP Missing ballots raise fears 
spokesman's extra star of election chaos in Florida 


By Michael Lim Ubac MIAMI—The bizarre disappearance of tens 
and Carlito Pablo of thousands of ballots has fueled worries 
иенен over Florida's ability to avert a repeat of the 
SHE SPOTTED he ora chaos of 2000, when Americans were kept 
pes к guessing for 36 days who won the presiden- 


tial vote. 
sor-Santiago yesterday ГА 
нын Fane, With just days to go to the Nov. 2 elec- 


tion, Broward County authorities said they 
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Abaya bows out with fury 


website: wwwingT.net. 


Retired 


AFP chief 
| lashes out 
By Alcuin Papa of the General Headquarters and 


and Juliet Labog-Javellana the major services shall be g d 1 

ыен аА at media, 

AS THOUGH to show that he fat Fora scar, T am abolishing ae 

meant business, Lt. Gen. Efren the Office of the Deputy Chief of 4 l 

Abu yesterday issued his first or- Staff for Comptrollership, or J-6,” | К ро iticitans 

der as the new Armed Forces he said, adding: j 

chief of staff; the abolition of the "Тһе time has come for us in 

Gomptrollership (J-6) that was the [AFP] to be more relevant. 

formerly held by the embattled The opportunity has come for us 

‘Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia. to fine-tune our organization and 

3 Theabolition oftheJ-6oofficeis make it more responsive to the EXIT the dragon. 

part of his efforts to “fine-tune” challenges of the time.” j With a passion rarely seen 

the 117,000-strong military orga- The man described as а 7 Р.) during his just concluded 

nization, Abu said ina speech ata  "straight-shooter" is the 33rd AFP ad 19-month term. as Armed 

ceremony in Camp Aguinaldo chief of staff, after Gen. Narciso : Forces chief of staff, Gen. 

marking the change in command, Abaya who retired yesterday at ж Narciso Abaya yesterday as- 
“The Joint and General Staffs ABUSIAIT sailed the media for suppos- 

edly engaging in “sensation- 


No jewelry, no Golez “М! а осие 


times of crisis. 


1 1 " He blasted away at “politi- 
in urnover rites : cian” dangling "congressional 
Е confirmations” at the mili- 
By Alcuin Papa In past parades, observers told tary--an apparent reference to 
the Inquirer that the military Ф ; T Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago, 
ALLTHATgliterswasnotthere. ladies would try to outdo each d who had vowed to block the pro- 
5, Jewelry was missing from the other with their expensive jewel- motion of Maj. Gen. Edilberto 
neck, ears, arms and fingers of ry and designer dresses. Adan for saying that her state- 
the military wives who attended Yesterday, the wives dressed ments on the alleged corruption 
yesterday's change of command down; their hair and makeup no- 2% іп the AFP were “poison” to the 
ceremonies of the Armed Forces ticeably subdued. Е minds of the soldiers and the pub- 
of the Philippines in Camp Aside from jewelry and expen- lic. 
Aguinaldo. sive dresses, noticeably absent м He also lashed out at civilian’ 
Even the rites were austere as was Parafiaque Rep. Roilo Golez, 1 leaders and supporters of coup 
AFP Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Efren once a permanent fixture during " attempts who had remained 
‘Abu assumed the command of the important occasions of the AFP 63 4 = т scot-free, ‘and stressed that ге- 
117,000-strong AFP from Gen. Golez's House committee on na- ^. a Y forms were being implemented in. 
Narciso Abaya who retired yester- tional defense is investigating al- INAND OUT: An emotional Chief of Staff Gen. Narciso Abaya turns over command toa tough-talking Lt. the AFR 
day. NOJEWELAYIAI7 Gen. Efren Abu at Camp Aguinaldo on Friday. vaLHanoumon Abaya yesterday stepped down 
as top gun, his retirement cloud- 
i е . ° ed by the accusation that һе 
Senate to take over Garcia probe if House drops it. 22272 2222 
of former AFP comptroller Maj. 
Gen. Carlos Garcia's unexplained 


- a * E wealth and alleged violation of 
By Christine Avendario cluding the unexplained wealth of cumulated more than P100 mil- should accede to Speaker Jose de since the Ombudsman's Office and the. iM das Laundering Liv. 


former AFP comptroller Maj. Gen. lion in unexplained wealth. Venecia's wish for the probe to the AFP were already conducting But he will not be jobless. Pres- 
IF MEMBERS of the House of Rep- Carlos Garcia—opposition Sen. “The House should continue its end, then he would move to have their own investigations, the House ident Macapagal-Arroyo has 
resentatives are losing interest in Aquilino Pimentel yesterday бе. inquiry sothat itean come to a def- the Senate conduct its own in- should phaseoutitsown probe. named him president of the Bases 
continuing with the investigation clared that the Senate was ready inite conclusion on many issues quiry, said Pimentel who is the Тһе Speaker argued that the Conversion Development Au- 
into the corruption scandal in the to step into the breach. raised before it, not only on the Senate minority leader. House investigation had already thority (ВСА), replacing busi- 
Iniltay,thereismolackof zealous Pimentel and Sen. Sergio Os- criminal culpability of [Garcia] and Ви he warned that De Vene- established that Garcia did have ness executive Rufo Colayco. 

senators willing to take over the тепа Ш urged the House com- his superiors but also on the possi- cia's move to stop the inquiry ill-gotten wealth so it was time “His outstanding academic 
crusade in aid of legislation. mittees on national defense and bility of plugging loopholes in the “may be construed as an attempt for the case to move to the courts. record, his telling military 
following a call fom the House banks to continue the inquiry аз disbursement of AFP funds and in to cover up the widespread Even though Rep. ойо Golez, achievements and his personal 
lEádership to end the joint com- they said there was still much left the Anti-Money Laundering Law." anomalies in the AFP” who is leading the House probe, reputation for integrity were 
mittee inquiry into the alleged cor- to uncover in the corruption scan- Pimentel said ina statement. De Venecia and other House was determined to continue the what made the private sector rec- 
uption in the Armed Forces--in- dal. Garcia is alleged to have ac- But if the House committees leaders said on Wednesday that SENATEVAI7 ABAYATAIT 


Afghan abductors threaten to kill Pinoy, 2 others 


By T] Burgonio stopped," said Akbar Agha, of the 
and juliet Labog-Javellana Jaish-e-Muslimeen (Army of Mus- 
lims), a breakaway Taliban faction. 
AN ISLAMIST group that claims _ “If the US and Afghan forces 
responsibility for kidnapping find our Mujahideen (holy war- 
three foreigners, including a Fil- riors) during operations, we will 
ipino diplomat, in Afghanistan kill them,” he told Reuters. 
said on Friday it would execute In Manila, confronted with a 
„the hostages unless authorities mew potentially horrific intema- 
called off their massive manhunt tional hostage situation, the gov- 
for the kidnappers. ernment is letting the UN take the 
The abduction on Thursday of lead, pinning its hopes on the UN 
34-year-old Filipino diplomat An- to secure the unconditional release 
gelito Nayan, UK-Irish Annetta of Nayan and the two other UN for- 
Flanigan and Kosovar Shqipe eign election workers. 
Hebibi—working for the United Тһе abduction is the first of 
Nations to help run Afghanistan's foreigners in Kabul and has 
first presidential election—has raised fears of copycat kidnap- 
sparked fears that anti-American pings mimicking the wave of ab- 
militants in the country may be ductions in Iraq. 
copying bloody tactics used by in- Malacañang has not so far 
surgents in Iraq. moved to create a crisis committee 
Amassive manhunt was under to handle the abduction of 
way yesterday in Kabul for фе Nayan—a foreign service officer IV 
three victims. who took a leave from the Depart- 
lut the abductors warmed au- ment of Foreign Affairs last May to 
thorities on Friday to halt the work as a volunteer in the Afghan 
manhunt forthe perpetrators and elections on Oct. 9—the way it did 


NAYAN volunteered ta the UN MASSIVE manhunt isonin Kabulfor3 UN election workers abducted by the Тал. In Manila, former colleagues 119 hosiages or else they would іп the case of driver Angelo de la 


i и р 3 ә be killed. Cruz who was abducted in Iraq last 
to monitor first Afghan election. of Nayan at the Philippine Business for Social Progress attend Mass and holda vigil for hissaferetum. осли “ye demand the search is ТТР 
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Abu’s Ist act: Scrap |g | 
AFP comptrollership | PAINS 


By Fe Zamora 
and Gil Cabacungan Jr. 
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ЕСАБ. Este Visayas and Northern Mindanao wil experience 
requan rains and thunderstorms, Te rest of Visayas and Mindanao 
“nd Eastern Luzon Including Palawan wil Experience cloudy shies 
‘ah scattered ranshowars. The est of the country wll be party 
‘cloudy lo cloudy. 
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By Alcuin Papa 


A BATTLE-TESTED officer 
and veteran of the Mi 
danao wars has been named 
the new commanding gen- 
eral of the Philippine Army. 

The appointment of Lt. Gen. 
Generoso Senga, former chief of the 
Southem Command, as new chief 
of the Philippine Army, the largest 
of the three service commands of 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines, 
was announced yesterday by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo during the 
“change of command ceremonies in 
Camp Aguinaldo. 

Senga replaces Lt. Gen. Efren 
Abu who has been named the 
new AFP chief of staf. 

Camp Aguinaldo insiders say 
Senga is being groomed to be- 
come AFP chief of staff once Abu 
retires in June next year. 

Set to replace Senga at South- 
comis Lt. Gen. Alberto Braganza, 
presently chief of the AFP's Na- 
tional Capital Region Command. 
‚ The 54-year-old Senga gradu- 
‘ated from the Philippine Military 


Ex-general 


By Armand М. Мосит 


and Southeast Mindanao. 


in Pi 
2003. 


SENGA: Next AFP chief? 

ммс 
Academy in 1972 where he and 
‘Abu were classmates. 

Аз a platoon leader of the 27th 
Infantry Battalion operating in 
Central Mindanao, Senga fought 
in many skirmishes against the 
secessionist Moro National Liber- 
ation Front in the 19705. He was 
once wounded in action. 

Senga later led operations 
against communist New People's 


nications center of the 


tained heavy losses. 


Corps, is the principal accused in 
a graft case involving the alleged 
overprice in the purchase of 
P3.89 million worth of Kevlar hel- 
mets from Taiwan in 1999. 

Meco chair and CEO Antonio L. 
Basilio notified the court of Es- 
pinosa's resignation in a letter 
and manifestation to the Sandi- 
ganbayan dated Oct. 26, 2004. 

Basilio informed the anti-graft 
‘court that Espinosa also resigned 
as the Philippine's resident repre- 
sentative to Taiwan, although he 
remains a member of the Meco 
board of directors. 

Espinosa also filed an indefi- 
nite leave of absence without pay 
from the Meco board also effec- 


‘A RETIRED general accused in 
the alleged overprice of Kevlar 
helmets has opted to resign 
rather than serve a 60-day sus- 
pension slapped on him and sev- 
en others by the Sandiganbayan. 
Retired Lt. Gen. Edgardo Es- 
pinosa resigned as managing di 
rector of the Manila Economi 
and Cultural Office (Meco) in 
‘Taipei effective Oct. 31 after the 
Sandiganbayan's 4th Division is- 
«sued a 60-day suspension order 
against him and seven Navy offi 
cers and employees who are fac- 
ing criminal charges. 
&- Espinosa, former commanding 
officer of the Philippine Marine 


Sept. 10 after finding the 


stance.” 


Edmund Yurong. 


res, commanding officer 


t 


Army rebels in Quezon province, 


Before he became Southcom 
chief, he was the commander of 
the battle-hardened 6th Infantry 
Division which engaged in vari- 
ous campaigns against the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front, the Pen- 
tagon kidnap-for-ransom groups 
and other lawless elements in 
Central and Southern Mindanao. 

Significantly, Senga led the at- 
tack against MILF terrorists in 
their lairs in the Buliok Complex 
„ Cotabato and Pagalun- 
gan, Maguindanao in February 


‘The operation led to the cap- 
ture of a command and commu- 


which also included a training 
and -munitions manufacturing 
base. As a result, the MILF sus- 


Senga also served various posi- 
tions in GHQ (general headquar- 
ters) and the Philippine Army, in- 
cluding AFP spokesperson from 
2000 to 2001, chief of staff of the 
Philippine Army and deputy chief 
of staff for Civil Military Opera- 


bucks suspension, quits Meco post 


in a complaint filed by then 
Ombudsman Aniano Desierto, Es- 


The Sandiganbayan ordered 
the suspension of Espinosa last 


mation” on the graft and malver- 
sation charges against him to be 
“sufficient in form and sub- 


Also ordered suspended were 
members of the Marine corps bid 
and awards committee, namely 
Col. Natalio Torreno, Col. Inocen- 
cio Artajos, Maj. Luciardo Obena, 
Maj. Godofredo Tabila and Maj. 


Others include Commodore Ed- 
uardo Loyola and Iluminada Flo- 


Naval Finance Service Unit and 
member of the inspection and ac- 
ceptance committee, respectively. 
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Senga new Army chief 


tions (2-7). 


He also finished various cours- 
ез in infantry and intelligence in- 


duding the 


ed at the top 


Aside from 


MILĘ 


Senga has 
merous 


“infor- pinosa and 


they actually 
Taiwan-made 


bayan, found 


of the -dersworthP3. 


and Psychological Operations 
Course in Fort Bragg, North Car- 
olina; Combined Strategic Intelli- 
gence Program of the US Defense 
Intelligence College and graduat- 


Command and General Staff 
Course at the AFP Command and 
General Staff College. 


їп National Security Administra- 
tion, Senga also obtained a Mas- 
ter's degree in Business Adminis- 
tration from the Ateneo de Mani- 
la University, where he also com- 
pleted two years for a law degree. 
He is currently taking a Master’s 
degree in Public Management at 
the UP Open University. 


rards, among them 

eight Distinguished Service Star 

medals, two 

medals, 17 Military Merit medals 

and a Wounded Personnel Medal. 
He is married to Pilar and has 

one son and two daughters. 


dents--including private contrac- 
tors—were accused of conniving 
to purchase P3.8 million worth of 
US-made Kevlar helmets but that 


undue injury to the government." 

Deputy Ombudsman for the 
Military Orlando Casimiro, who 
recommended the filing ‘of 
charges before the Sandigan- 


orders, requisitions and issue or- 
into small purchases of P300,000 


each to avoid having to obtain the 
approval of higher authorities. 
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il Affairs Course 


of his class at the 


а Masteral degree 
ROMULO IN JAKARTA 

Representing President Arroyo at the inaugural of the Indonesian 
president, Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo greets President 
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono. стото 


Nene rules out coup | 
support even if FPJ ... 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


also received nu- 


B Cros : 
Бс Ат, Coup talks should be discour; 


aged, Pimentel said, because the 
legitimate opposition would nev: 
er condone the use of coercive 
force to replace any “ineffectual 
orabusive" leader. 

On Thursday, Pimentel articu: 
lated the oppositions stand 
against any military coup and its 
commitment to preserve democ: 
racy when he spoke at the 12th 
Annual Public Relations Society 
of the Philippines Congress at the 
Diamond Hotel in Manila. 

“Asa civil libertarian ай my Ме (5 
that) Lam committed to the tenets of 
constitutional democracy That 
means domination by the military i5 
notan option forme," hesaid. ` 

He urged administration Seht 
Rodolfo Biazon to identify the 
three retired generals who want- 
sition to the idea,” he said. ed to mount a fresh coup attempt 

Poe, who lost in the May 10 “so that it can be nipped in-thé 
presidential election to, Ms Ars: “bud by the authorities.” 
royo, is still contestingthe result- -Pimentel doubted whether any 
of the national canvassing group in the AFP would dare 
through a petition he filed with launch a coup after the failure of 
the high court. the July, 2003 Oakwood mutiny. * 


EVEN if Fernando Poe Jr. were to 
chair a military junta, the politi- 
cal opposition would not support 
a coup d'etat. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquili- 
no Pimentel Jr. yesterday said the 
opposition would never support, 
directly or indirectly, a coup to 
dislodge President Macapagal- 
Arroyo from power. 

“It is an abhorrent alternative 
even if the present national lead- 
ership has been committing one 
blunder after another,” Pimentel 
said in a phone interview. 

“My opposition to junta is based 
on principles, not personalities. 
Even if John the Baptist would 
chair the junta, I would ask his in- 
dulgence for my continued oppo- 


17 other respon- 


delivered inferior 
ones, thus "causing 


that the purchase 


8 million were split 


ATENEO MBA PROGRAMS 


DEVELOPING LEADERS AMONG LEADERS 
DRIVEN BY EXCELLENCE AND THE COMMITMENT TO SERVE. 


Application for admission of new students 
for the 3rd Trimester, School Year 2004-2005 
for the following degree programs is now going on: 


MBA STANDARD PROGRAM 


Ра 324 to 36-month training program for young professionals to become 


senior managers and leaders in the future 


` MENEO-REGIS ACCELERATED MBA PROGRAM 
A flexible and accelerated 14-month program for employed managers 
training to become future CEO's and senior executives 


MIDDLE MANAGER MBA PROGRAM 
A focused 28-month program for employed managers training to 
become future CEO's and senior executives 


MBA IN HEALTH PROGRAM 
MASTER IN HEALTH CARE 
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 


А 28-month program for professionals and leaders in the health sector 


ONLINE ADMISSION IS ALSO ACCEPTED. PLEASE 
VISIT bttp:l/gsb.ateneo.edu AND CLICK ONLINE 
ADMISSION AND FILL OUT THE APPLICATION FORM. 


SCHEDULE OF ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS 


NOVEMBER 13 & 27, 2004 
Saturday, 8:00 a.m. 


Por additional information, please write or call: 


“THE REGISTRAR 


ATENEO PROFESSIONAL SCHOOLS BUILDING 
#20 Rockwell Drive, Rockwell Center, Makati City 


‘Tels; 8997691 local 2214 to 2217 / 7292000 / 8995548 direct line 


E-mail: emansibang @ ops ateneo edu 
Office hours: 12an - Spm 


юа 
St 


eni d 


Dav 
(аз аот 
(632 859-552 


L 


AU 25195 Biggest Catholic Centered 
Aerospace University 
“Jk proud of our graduates WG afe now employed 
it foreign airlines, resort hotels and 
‘ternational airports as Commercial Pilos, 
light Stewardess, Tourism Managers, 
Alpert Managers and Airport Customs Brokers. 


igs 


To.decongest Metro Manila, former MMDA 
Chairman now COMELEC Chairman Benjamin S. 
Abalos Sr. assisted by Dr. Jovenal В. Toring, IAU 
President Inaugurated the 6-Hectare IAU | 
Educational Mini-Airport. The project is AU's trust. 
to provide quality education. This US Federal 
Aviation approved project is very useful to foreign. 
and local students studying BS in Flying, BS 
Aerospace Engineering, BS in Airline Mgt., BS 
Aireralt Maintenance Tech. and BS in Criminology, 
major in Aviatio and Airport Security. The IAU 
Mgt., also allows other Metro Manila Schools to 
use ihe said Mini-Airport for educational purposes 
in order to encourage other schools to transfer 
outside Metro Manila in line with the school's 
dispersal program of Pres. Arroyo as one way of 
building a strong Republic. 


- ge rrr 
RICARDO CARDINAL J. VIDAL 3 
Scholarship Program } 

spe taman an. Gaan a 


Enrollment Going On 


Entrance Exam for Scholarship and Non-Scholarship Program School Year 2004-2005 is from 
Monday to Saturday, Bam to 5 pm. We advise new enrollees to see for themseives our raining aircraft, 
the 6-hectare Mactan school campus before enroling onthe f. courses: 


ESin Aviation Technology major in Flying‘ ЕЯ 
BSin Aerospace Engineering d 
BSin Aircraft Maintenance Tech. 

BS in Tourism and Travel Management 

BS in Computer Science a 


BS in Customs Administration 


BSin Hotel and Restaurant Management 
BS inCriminology major in Aviation and 
Airport Security. 

BSinAirline Management 

{Including Flight Stewarding Course) 
BS In Marine Engineering 

BSinMarine Transportation 


To help decongest Metro Manila, students enrolling at IAU Teachers College (BEED. BSED) Indiana. 
Maritime School (affiiated wth PMMA) and indiana Catholic High School, Elementary and Grad 
‘School education will enjoy education incentives plus employment opportunities after graduation 
Students who wish to avall ofthe program must get in touch with: 


INDIANA AEROSPACE UNIVERSITY 


ALAGANG EXECUTIVE OFFICE: 
Tio Jovy Towel, Buencamino St, Alabang 
iy of Hontmtupa 
Tel Nos. (02009-4673 "009.4597 
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Prosecutor ‘probed’ on missing guards 


Corrections 


INTHE front page story yesterday on the 
Philippine Military Academy Alumni As- 
sociation Inc., it was reported that Chief 
Supt. Geary Barias and Col, Herold 
Ubalde were retired officers. The two 
are still in the active service. 

ONE OF the models in a photo accompa- 
nying the article "Passage to India” on 
Page C2 of yesterday's issue was misidenti- 
fied as Fe Dixon. The model is Yolly Ayson. 

Readers may send their requests for correc- 
tion of factual errors in writing to Gerry Lirio, 
city editor, Philippine Daily Inquirer PDI 
Building, Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascar- 
do Street, Makati City; fax Nos. 897-4793/94; 
email addressesglino@inquirercomph and 
daydesk@inquirercomuph. 

‘Complaints about lack of fairness or objec: 
tivity may be sent to Raul Palabrica, readers 
advocate, the same address and fax numbers as 
those of the city editor, and, email ad- 
dress:rpalabrica@inquirercom.ph. 


By Philip C. Tubeza and Leila B. Salaverria 


JUSTICE Secretary Raul Gonzalez yesterday or- 
dered a government prosecutor to disclose what. 
she knew about the disappearance of three vital 
‘witnesses in the Nida Blanca murder case. 

Gonzalez said he ordered Prosecutor Zenai- 
da Lim to explain the disappearance of security 
guards Ricardo Alvarez, Roberto Cafiete and 

| Diolito Molines, who were employed by her 
husband's Northern Isabela Security Agency. 

The three security guards, along with witness 
Alfredo Rodriguez, had been detailed at the Atlanta 
Center in San Juan at the time of Blanca’ kiling. 

Blanca (real name: Dorothy Jones) was 
found stabbed dead in her car parked at the 
Atlanta Center on Nov. 7, 2001. 

Gonzalez wanted to find out whether the three 
guards had been fired, and if they were, the rea- 
sons behind their sacking. He said that Lim was 
not under investigation and did not face charges. 

“Being the wife of the owner of the security 
agency does not make her guilty” Gonzalez 
said. "But if these (guards) were fired so they 


Rally Proven, . 


/hee 


lim could not be reached for comment yes- 
terday. 

Harriet Demetriou, lawyer of Blanca's 
daughter Kaye Torres, said the three security 
guards could have been participants or eye- 
witnesses in Blanca's slay. 

The three were charged earlier with ob- 
struction of justice for their alleged failure to 
cooperate with authorities. 

"Either way, they had a part in the incident, 
which is why a manhunt was launched for 
them,” Demetriou said ina news conference. 

Demetriou also said that Lim must explain 
why Cañete was hired as a security guard de- 
spite having two pending murder cases, one 
homicide case and one malicious mischief case. 

Gonzalez on Thursday said that the National 
Bureau of Investigation lost contact with the wit- 
nesses and their families around three months ago, 
‘which was a major setback to the government's 
case before the Pasig City Regional Trial Court. 

‘Their disappearance was also expected to 
further delay the filing of the second extradi- 
tion against principal accused Rod Lauren 
Strunk in the United States. 
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‘Sin tax’ proof of unity 
with opposition, says GMA 


By бї С. Cabacungan lr, 
Christine О, Avendaño 
and Carlito Pablo 


—€——— 


ceremonies at Camp Aguinaldo. 

The House on Thursday night 
passed a bil that would increase tax- 8 
es on cigarettes and alcohol prod- 
ucts by 20 percent in the first year, ЧТ 

The opposition has committed hris 
to support the passage of the sins ib 
tax and the rationalization of fis- nog 
cal incentives. mi 

Sen. Ralph Recto said Congress oid 
aims to approve the excise taxes у> 
on alcohol and cigarettes by the 
second week of December. 

Recto, who chairs the Senate 
committee on ways and means, 
said the Senate would hold three 
more hearings and come up with 
a report by Nov. 15. 

He said the Senate and the House. 
‘would then hold a bicameral confer- 
ence by the first week of December 
to reconcile their respective versions. 


MALACANANG has cited the swift 
passage of the proposed "sin tax” 
Congress as proof of an emerging. 
"national unity” between the ad- 
ministration and the opposition. 


profuse in her appreciat 
House of Representatives’ approval 
of the proposed increase in taxes on 
cigarettes and alcohol products and 
expressed confidence “this will be 
reinforced in-equal measure by the 
patriotism of the Senate.” 

“This emerging covenant for 
national unity is supported by 
leaders in both houses who share 
а common solution and direction 
in meeting the crisis,” said Ms Ar- 
royo ina speech during the Armed 
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“the INVECS И Sportronic transmission, you get the sporty shifting of a manual and the clutchless convenionce of an automatic... 


"Dealer option for the Upgraded model « Powerful 4664 2.4L SOHC 16-Valve Multi-Polnt Injection 
Photo may vary rom actual unit / Specifications may change without prior natica. 
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$ INVECS-II 


SPORTRONIC `~ CD Player with 


= MMAD 1-DIN Single In-Dash 


* Leather/Fabric Seats 


‘Equalizer. ‘Combination* 


Additional Center Speakers* 3. 
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Now you can get the Outlander through the BPI Auto Madness promo!‏ 


Low Downpayment Plans Low Monthly Plans 
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Purchase an Outlander and get 
"Exclusiva Limited Eton 
 RALLIART Eyewear by Rudy Projet 


Hurry! Promo extended up to October 31, 2004! 
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See your nearest Mitsubishi dealer now! Per OTINCR Рот Na 4238 Sais of 2004. 


METRO MANILA: CITWOTORS, (но иван (Мај) - Tel. Nos 682-033 to 42 CITMOTORS, INC. - Las Piñas - Tel Nos. 675-1545 / 875-1704 DIAMOND MOTOR CORP. - Greenhill (Main) - Tol. Nos: 727-0951 to 90 DIAMOND 
MOTOR CORP. - Quezon Ave. 7 Nes : 372-3901 lo 15 DIAMOND MOTOR CORP. - Marcos Highway То. Ноз: 645-4801 1o 05 DIAMOND MOTOR -Fairviow Tel. Nos. 925-3731. 418-2046 DIAMOND MOTOR CORP. - 
Valio Verde - Tal Nos. 671-0590}0 94 UNION MOTOR CORP, - Paco (Main) - Tol Nos.: 583-8481 lo B5 / 53-48: lo 67 UNION МОТОЯ CORP. - bed Santos - Tel. Nos: 251-7021 to 38 UNION MOTOR CORP. -Kslookan 
Tal Noo. 264-2061 о 89 LUZONDEALERS: AMCAR AUTOMOTIVE CORP. Sta. Ross, Laguna Tol Nos: 420-8057 o 58 CALEB MOTOR CORP. - Naga City Tet (054) 611-6119 CARWORLD, INC. - Pampanga (Man) Tol 
Nas: (045) 961-2001 lo 03 CARWORLD, INC. - Matos Tel Nos: (044) 791-8320 / 701-2405 to 08 CARWORLD, INC. - Marliso Tel. Nos: (044) 711-2685 ю 67 CARWORLD, INC... Olongapo Tol Мов: 047) 222-3743 /224- 
4307 CANWORLD, INC. «Танай Tol. Nos.: (0452) 002-5551 lo 52 FREEWAY MOTOR SALES OF BALIUAG CORP. - Baliuag To. Nos. (044) 675-40 4235 FREEWAY MOTOR SALES OF CABANATUAN CORP. - 
Cabanatuan (tala) Tol. Nea: (0) 462-1391 / 463-5105 FREEWAY MOTOR SALES - lesbo Tel. (078) 652-0301 JABEZ MOTOR CORP. - Damar т. Nos. (046) 416-6988 / 850-0110 / 416-590 / 850-1681 
MOTORPLAZA, INC. - Calnalao (Main) Tol Моо: (075) 517-9080 / 517-5835 MOTORPLAZA, INC. - Baguio СПу Tel. Nos- (074) 300-3571 ЧАЛА, INC. - La Union Tol. Nos: (072) 705-5050 / 705-3834 
MOTORPLAZA, INC. - Urdaneta fo. Nos. (075) 608-2502 688-3312 SFM SALES CORP. San Pablo (Main) Tet Nos: (49) 552.0580 lo 91 / 562-0569 SFM SALES CORP. Lipa To. No: (043) 750-1018 VISAYAS DEALERS: 
AVESCOR MOTORS - ойо Tol Nos: (033) 337-4465 / 397-8488 / 337-0487 AVESCOR MOTORS - Bacolod Te. Nos. (094) 436-2111 о 14 MITSUBISHI MOTORS CEBU CORP. (Mein) Tel. Nos: (021 345-1233 1 420-5777 
MITSUBISHI MOTORS CEBU CDRP. - Dumaguete Te. Nos (025) 25-1427 to 29 / 228-5625 MITSUBISHI MOTORS CEBU CORP. - Tacloban Tol. Nos : (059) 323-2520 / 323-2378 0 80 / 323-3724 MITSUBISHI MOTORS 
“CEBU CORP. Tagbilaran To. Nos. (038) 411-2881 / 411-5814 to 15 MINDANAO DEALERS: KARASIA, INC. -Davao (Hain) Tol Nos (032) 222-1111 10 18 KARASIA, INC. - Davao South) Tel Nos. (082) 298-1490 10 B47 
298-0175 to 77 KARASIA, ING, „Баит Tol Nos: (084) 217-3582 MINDANAO INTEGRATED COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES, INC. Tot Nos. (093) 302-058 1o 87 (03158244781 MITSUBISHI MOTORS CEBU CORP... Виш 

Tol. Nos.: (086) 815-3089 MIFSUBISHI MOTORS CEBU CORP. - Cagayan do Oro Tol. Nos.: (058) 885-1548 ZAMBOANGA MOTORS, INC. Tol. Nos.: (062) 901-2190 / 991-2138 / 001-2250 / 93-076 
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74% REPAYMENT RATE 


Poor good payers, says DSWD 


By Volt Contreras 


‘THE DEPARTMENT of Social Welfare 
and Development yesterday sought to 
dispel a common perception that the 
poor are a “credit risk,” saying they 
have satisfactorily paid back liveli- 
hood assistance loans which the agen- 
cy had lent out over the last decade. 

The DSWD reported a 74-percent 
repayment of the close to P1 billion in 
loans it had granted to indigent bor- 
Towers since 1993. 

‘The agency gave the figures just as 
it was preparing to implement a food 


RP asks HK 
to extradite 
drug lord 


THE PHILIPPINES 
has formally asked 
Hong Kong to extra- 
dite suspected Cebu 
drug lord Calvin de 
Jesus Tan, Justice 
Secretary Raul Gon- 
zalez said yesterday. 
Gonzalez said the 
Department of Justice 
sent the extradition 
request to the Hong 
Kong Ministry of Jus- 
tice on Wednesday. 
“The Hong Kong 
authorities are already 
preparing to have war- 
rants issued against 
"Tan for his provisional 
arrest in preparation 
for his extradition,” 


‘Di : 
Underpads: 


the financier ofthe Ce- |j 
bu drug laboratories 
where P13 billion 
worth of shabu was 
found last month. He 
was arrested in Hong | 
Kong on Oct. 1 with 
$820,000 in cash as 
well as a small amount f 
of shabu and cocaine. 
Philip C. Tubeza 
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coupon and rice subsidy program for 
the poor in Metro Manila and eight 
other provinces next month. This mass 
feeding scheme comes with fresh loan 
packages for the beneficiaries. 

A total of P977,594,427 capital as- 
sistance has been released under the 
department's Self-Employment Assis- 
tance-Kaunlaran (SEA-K) program. 
Of this amount, P642,362,598 has 
been repaid, it said. 

"Contrary to popular notion that the 
poor area credit risk because they usual- 
lydo not pay loans, (this) proves that the 
poor do pay and are capable of building 


na 


savings,” the DSWD said ina statement. 

‘The SEA-K program organizes resi- 
dents in the poorest communities, 
trains them on business management 
and livelihood skills, then grants them 
a no-collateral, no-interest loan with 
which they can start a small venture. 

Aside from paying the original loan 
amount, the group is also required to 
set aside a portion of their profit as sav- 
ings, or what they call capital buildup. 

Аз of June of this year, a total of 
10,223 SEA-K associations have been 
organized, benefiting about 231,068 
families nationwide. 
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Customized sounds. Personalized looks. 


Pioneer introduces its latest line of Car CD players. Equipped with 
Pioneer OEL (Organic Electroluminescent) technology, 
make your CD player unique by customizing your background and 
screensaver with your own pictures and movie 
read and control through the Soft Key operati 
your eyes on the road while rocking on the music expressway. 
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e-mail us at: mgme@compass.cam.ph 


‘Available at leading car accessories stores nationwide. Always demand for an original local Pioneer warranty. J 
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IPSI WMAT CD Receiver 
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NBI exec's testimony “scripted”-gov't lawyers 
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The Enchanted Kingdom 


is open during the haunting season. 
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By Armand М. Nocum 
and Lejla B. Salaverria 


STATE prosecutors yesterday brand- 
ed as “scripted” the testimony of for- 
mer National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion regional director Carlos Saunar 
clearing ousted President Joseph 
Estrada and his son Sen. Jinggoy 
Estrada of complicity in the alleged 
diversion of P130 million in tobacco 
excise taxes. 

Special prosecutor Dennis Villa-Ig- 
nacio noted that Saunar made the 
same declaration as one of the de- 
fense witnesses in a video-CD that 
Estrada released to the public before 
the May elections. 

are going to confront him with 
а video on the mock trial where he 
testified as a witness. That was a 
script that was repeated here in the 
trial,” Villa-Ignacio said. 

On Monday, Saunar testified at the 
Sandiganbayan which is hearing the 
plunder charges against the former 
president that he had not found any 
evidence linking Estrada to the diver- 
sion of P130 million in tobacco taxes 
inthe late 1990s, 


“Mistrial” 
Defense lawyers yesterday asked 
the antigraft court to declare the 


der case against the Estradas а 
ial" due to the “harassment and 


ош witness,” said Rene Saguisag, 
Estrada's lead counsel. 

But Wycoco explained that Saunar 
was removed from his position be- 
cause he violated the bureau's policy 
regarding the handling of documents 
and not because he testified in favor 
ofEstrada. 

“We are not preventing (Saunar) 
from testifying, and he can appear in 
court if he wants to," he said. "But re- 
gardless of who is being tried, there 
was a violation of the procedure with 
regard to the documents on the plun- 
der case." 

Saunar used to head NBI's Anti- 
Graft Division that investigated accu- 
sations of Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis “Chav- 
# Singson that Estrada diverted 
P130 million in tobacco excise taxes. 


Inappropriate 

He was reported to have visited the 
office of the defense counsel bringing 
with him documents pertaining to the 
investigation on the alleged misap- 
propriation of funds. The visit was 
not cleared with Wycoco. 

Wycoco said that as per NBI policy, 
documents of the NBI could not be re- 
moved from the premises without 
any clearance from him. The NBI doc- 
‘uments need also to be subpoenaed 
by the courts, he added. 

Villa-gnacio conceded that NBI's 
decision to punish Saunar was inap- 


propriate, but denied having any- 
thing to do wich his relief. 

He said they were even looking for- 
ward to confronting him with the 
video-CD titled“... and The Truth will 
setyou free.” 

Estrada issued the video in April 
where he presented witnesses and 
documents showing he was innocent 
of the plunder and perjury charges 
against him and that the Catholic 
Church and the ruling elite allegedly 
conspired to oust him from power. 


‘Unethical’ alliance 

“Napahiya si Saguisag (Saguisag is 
obviously embarrassed),” Villa-lgna- 
cio said of their discovery of Saunar's 
appearance in the video. 

He said the video shows that there 
was an “unethical” alliance between 
Saunar and the Estrada camp. "His 
testimony was scripted. He is a dam- 
aged witness,” he said. 

Saguisag, however, believes Villa- 
Ignacio, the “Bureau of Intimidation” 
and even the government is behind 
$ашпаг relief. 

“The move to silence him will 
have a chilling effect on others,” 
said Saguisag, adding it would be 
difficult now to get witnesses, par- 
ticularly from the government, to 
testify and prove the former presi- 
dent's innocence. With a Reuters 
report 


October 30, 31 and November 1 one pa 
10am-10pm { Saunar who was re 
Fireworks display at 9pm (Holiday Rates Apply) B. NBt regional director 


for Wesem Min- 
(09) danao on Thursday. 
November 2 


10am:7pm (Weekday Rates Apply) 


tors decision was 
calculated to ob- 
struct the adminis- 
tration of justice. 
(NBI Director Rey- 
naldo) Мусосо 
should not be al- 
lowed to terrorize 


For inquiries, please call 8302111 to 16 or 8436073 to 78 
or visit www.enchantedkingdom.com.ph. 


Republic of the Philippines 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL (Bicol) 
National Economic and Development Authority 
Legazpi City 
(52)482.0252. 48 (52)214-32-38«(52)482-06-00 email nedaSQglobelii net ph 


EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE FIFTH REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL (RDC) 5 FOR CY 2004 HELD ON 18 
OCTOBER 2004 AT NEDA 5 CONFERENCE HALL, ARIMBAY, LEGAZPI CITY 


Resolution No, 05-26 Series of 2004 


"RESOLUTION REQUESTING HER EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT 
GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO TO LOCATE THE DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS CENTRAL OFFICE TO THE 
PROVINCE OF CAMARINES SUR" 


WHEREAS, consistent with tho President's 10 point agenda of decongesting Metro Manila 
in instituting the necessary bureaucratic reforms to streamline government operations, the 
Government has identified key strategic locations in the country where operations of 
government agencies will be relocated; 


WHEREAS, the transfer of government agencies in other regions outside Metro Manila has 
signaled the Government's serious intention of providing needed services and interventions 
Where they are deemed most critical; 


WHEREAS, in а recent development, it was informed that among the agencies relocated, the 
Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) was announced to be located in the 
Bicol Region; 


WHEREAS, this executive action could not have been more opportune as Bicol Region, is 
the poorest region outside Mindanao; 


WHEREAS, while Bicol is tho third poorest region, itis only thie eleventh region in terms of 
resource allocation, which demonstrates the grave imbalance or disparity in terms of 
development projects implemented to uplift the socio-economic condition; 


WHEREAS, the only flagship projects for Bicol were the Maharlika Highway and the 
Quirino Highway during the time of former President Ferdinand E. Marcos and President 
Fidel Ramos respectively; 


WHEREAS, the provincial government of Camarines Sur is willing to provide a lot for free 
where the DPWH Building will be located, including its facilities; 


NOW, THEREFORE, on the motion duly seconded, BE IT: 


RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, {о request Her Excellency, President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo to consider locating the Department of Public Works and 
Highways (DPWH) in the Province of Camarines Sur inasmuch as the provincial government 
is willing and able to provide the lot allocation for the building and facilities to be constructed 
thereat; 


RESOLVED FURTHER, that а copy of this Resolution be forwarded to President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo and Secretary Florante Soriquez of the DPWH, for their consideration and 
favorable action. 


UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED, this 18° day of October 2004 at Legazpi City, Philippines. 
атр 


THEREBY CERTIFY the correctness of the foregoing Resolution. 


~~ 


‘Acting Secretary 


ATTESTED: 


^ 
L И, 'ILLAFUERTE, JR. 
[men 


"The NBI direc- | 


University of the Philippines Law Center 
INSTITUTE OF JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION 


3" Floor, Bocobo Hall, Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines 1101 
Tel. No. 920-55-14 local 208 and 209; Telefax No. 929-71-37 
E-Mail Address: lina @ updedu.ph 


RULE 12, SECTION 2, BAR MATTER No. 850: "IF YOU FAIL TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE PROOF OF 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE MCLE REQUIREMENT BY DECEMBER 31,2004 , YOU SHALL BE LISTED 
AS A DELINQUENT MEMBER AND SHALL NOT BE PERMITTED TO PRACTICE LAW UNTIL SUCH 
TIME AS ADEQUATE PROOF OF COMPLIANCE IS RECEIVED BY THE MCLE COMMITTEE." 
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Anvil Publishing Inc., 

Juno Healthcare Inc., and 
the Foreign Service Institute 
proudly announce the release of 


Illuminating, instructive and bril 
this book should be read by every 
concerned Filipino... , Their inau 
former president of the 

Philippine Senate 


Jonathan B. 
It is a valuable > -ntribution to the 


retelling of our ory, helping us 
understand how olitics and 
political powers shaped our country. 
BENJAMIN PIMENTEL 

San Francisco Chronicle 


Few books immediately upon 
their date of publication deserve 
to be called definitive. 

This is one such book. 

MANUEL L. QUEZON Ill 
Philippine Daily Inquirer 


SC upholds 
Brillante 
conviction 
for libel 


‘THE SUPREME Court 
has upheld the convio- 
tion for libel of Roberto 
Brillante, а journalist- 
tumed-politcian whb 
was once vice mayor of 
Makati, оп charges 
filed by Makati Mayor 
“Jejomar Binay. 

In a decision dated 
Oct. 19, the high court 
found Brillante liable 
for accusing Binay, for- 
mer Polytechnic 
versity of the Philip- 
pines president Neme- 
Sio Prudente and a 
certain Francisco 
Baloloy of involve- 
mentin a lotto assas- 
sinate Augusto Syjuco, 
a former representa- 
tive from lloilo, 

“Brillante em- 
ployed the shotgun 
approach to dissemi- 
nate the information 
which essentially de- 
stroyed the герша- 
tions of the com- 
plainants,” said the 
SC decision penned 
by Dante Tinga. 

Brillante was sen- 
tenced to a maximum 
of 18 years in prison 
and was ordered to 
pay Binay and Pru- 
dente P500,000 each 
and Baloloy P25,000 
in damages. 

The court dismissed 
Brillantes claim that 
his statements consti- 
tuted “political Ње" 
that should be exempt 
from lability. 

"Our laws on 
defamation provide 
for sanctions against 
unjustified and mali- 
cious injury to a per- 
son's reputation and 
honor” the court said. 

The case stemmed 
from the publication in 
the орға and other 
media of Brillantes 
statements implicating 
Binay Prudente and 
Baloloy in an alleged 
assassination plot 
against Syjucoin 1988. 

Syjuco, an ally of 


` Brillante, was then 


running for mayor 
against Binay. Bril- 
Jante was a candidate 
for councilor. Philip 
C. Tubeza 
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Drugstores group says doctors 
should specify generic drugs 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


“DOCTORS should be duty-bound to 
specify generic equivalents. 

The Drugstores Association of the 
Philippines yesterday said the success 
of the new law on expanded senior 
citizens discounts rested just as heav- 
ily on doctors who prescribe the 
medicine, as on drugstores. 

‘The DSAB an organization of 2,027 
drugstores with more than 5,000 out- 
lets nationwide, urged doctors to pre- 
scribe drugs with a generic equivalent 
so that senior citizens could avail 
themselves of discounts even from 
the small drugstores. 

“People need renewed education 
оп the generics law. If only the doc- 
tors can cooperate... because they are 
the ones the patients trust,” DSAP 


president Celia Castro said. 

‘The Department of Health has is- 
sued an administrative order saying 
that the 20-percent discount mandat- 
ed by RA 9257, or the Expanded Se- 
nior Citizens Act, would apply only to 
all unbranded generic drugs. 

“all establishments, through their 
registered pharmacists, shall have 


dispensing medicines, including the 
generic alternatives, to the prescribed 
medicine in accordance with the pro- 
vision of the Generics Act of 1988 and 
relevant laws,” AO 171 said, 

‘The group claimed that many doc- 
tors, prodded by perks from pharma- 
ceutical companies who manufacture 
expensive branded medicine, did not 
care to educate their patients on 
generics. 


“PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ” 


This establishes the thinking that 
branded drugs are more effective and 
prevents poor patients from receiving 
discounts from small drugstores, es 
pecially in the provinces, that сап 
give discounts only on generic drugs, 
according to the group. 

. "Why not prescribe first-genera- 

drugs? Recommend what the pa- 
tients can afford so that we will all be 
able to help them," DSAP vice presi 
dent Eim Ablaza told the коша. in 
an interview yesterday, “We want to 
give the senior citizens’ discounts but 
the sad fact is, we really can't give a 
20-percent discount with the five- 
percent profit we're getting. 

“That would be taking more than 
half from the capital, and drugstores 
will be closing down in Jess than a 
year if we do that,” she added, 
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PARIS—Around 100,000 Iraqi 
civilians have died as a result 
of the March 2003 US-led inva- 
sion of Iraq, more than half of 
them from violence, according 
to an estimate to be published 
on Friday by the British medi- 
“cal weekly The Lancet, 

The research, based on interviews 
among Iraqi households and an extrap- 
olation of the data, was led by experts 
from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
‘School of Public Health in Baltimore, in 
the US state of Maryland, 

“Making conservative assumptions, 
we think that about 100,000 excess 
deaths or more have happened since the 
2003 invasion of Iraq,” the authors said. 

“Violence accounted for most of 
the excess deaths and air strikes from 
coalition forces accounted for most 
violent deaths,” 

Their figure is based on data from 
988 households from 33 randomly- 


VIENNA— The International Atom- 


selected neighborhoods in Iraq. 

In comparison, 1,081 US servicemen 
had been killed as of Wednesday, ac- 
cording to the US defense department. 

The report was released just days 
before the US presidential election; 
and the lead researcher said he want- 
ed it that way. The Lancet routinely 
publishes papers on the Web before 
they appear in print, particularly if it 
considers the findings of urgent pub- 
lic health interest. 

Families were asked to give the num- 
ber of deaths since January 2002, the. 
date and cause and, if a violent death 
was involved, the circumstances, 

The mortality. rates for the 14.6 
months before the invasion were then 
compared with those for the 17.8 
months after it, and a nationwide es- 
timate was then extrapolated, 

The 988 households, comprising 
7,868 residents, were visited between 
Sept. 8 and 20, 2004. Five of the 
households refused to be interviewed, 


having died from war 


In the period before the invasion, the 
interviewed households had 275 births 
and 46 deaths, most of them caused by 
heart attack, stroke and chronic illness. 
Only one occurred from violence. 

In the period afterwards, there 
were 366 births and 142 deaths, 73 of 
them—S1 percent-from violence. 
Heart attack, stroke, neonatal death 
and infectious disease were the other 
significant causes. 

“Twenty-one of the deaths occurred 
among children younger than a year-old. 

The sample used for the study is small 
by the standards of epidemiology, the 
discipline of using statistics to estimate 
the prevalence of mortality or sickness 

‘The authors themselves acknowl- 
edge that the sampling strategy 
“might not have captured the overall 
mortality experience іп Iraq." 

And, they say, it is possible that 
“many of the Iraqis” reported to have 
been killed by the US forces could 
have been combatants. AFRAP 
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of Al-Qaqaa west facil 


Baghdad, Iraq, Nearly 400 tons of conventional explosives have disappeared from the Al- 
Qaqaa military installation, according to the International Atomic Energy Agency. в 


ic Energy Agency stepped back into 
the controversy over missing ex- 
plosives in Iraq Thursday, insisting 
that almost 330 tons had indeed 
vanished from a depot in Iraq after 
the fall of Saddam Hussein, 

It contradicted a claim on US 
television that the amount was 
much less. 

The fate of the missing explo- 
sives has become a major issue in 


paign, with Democratic chal- 
lenger John Kerry accusing in- 
cumbent President George W. 
Bush of incompetence in his han- 
dling of post-invasion Iraq. 

The АВС news network report- 
ed Wednesday that the amount of 
heavy explosives allegedly missing 
from the Al-Qaqaa weapons depot 
south of Baghdad might be consid- 
erably less than the amount report- 
ed by Iraqi authorities, possibly as 


In fact a total of 328 and half 
tons of powerful high explosive, 
that could be used by terrorists to 
produce massive blasts, had van- 
ished from the area since the US 
victory in Iraq in April 2003, the 
agency said. 

IAEA spokesperson Melissa 
Fleming also said Thursday that 
the nuclear watchdog had asked 
the United States to keep watch 
over the depot following the loot- 


near Baghdad in April 2003. 

"after the IAEA became aware 
of reports of looting at the main 
nuclear site of Tuwaitha, its chief 
Iraq inspectors alerted American 
officials that we had a concern 
about the security of the high ex- 
plosives stored at Al Qaaga. ' 

"It is also important to note this 
‘was the main explosive storage fa- 
«уіп Iraq and it was well known 
through IAEA reports to the Securi- 


the US presidential election cam- 
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little as three tons. 


ing of another former nuclear site 
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IAEA director general Mo- 
hammed ElBaradei initially told 
the United Nations earlier this 
week of the disappearance, after 
April 9, 2003, of 342 tons of ex- 
plosives stocked at Al-Qaqaa as a 
result of theft and looting from 
unsecured sites. 

The 342 tons were made up of 
195 tons of HMX, 141 tons of 
RDX and six tons of PETN. 

He cited a letter to this effect 
from the Iraqi science ministry 


Nuclear watchdog insists Iraq explosives taken after US invasion 


dated Oct, 15 and said the quanti- 
ties had been checked by IAEA in- 
spectors in January 2003. 
According to an IAEA note 
seen by AFP the amount of RDX 
‘was marginally lower. Three ton 
мете stocked at Al-Qaqaa itself 
and 125 tonnes at a subsidiary 
storage site at Al-Mawaheel, part 
ofthe Al-Qaqaa complex. 
Inspectors had been to AbMa- 
haweel in January 2003 and checked 
theamountofRDX there. "^ AFP 


Frail Arafat flies to Paris 
for emergency treatment 


RAMALLAH, West Bank—Ailing 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
ended his three-year confine- 
ment inside the walls of his West 
Bank headquarters Friday as he 
headed to Paris for treatment to a 
potentially fatal blood disorder. 

‘The frail 75-year-old had to be 
"carried on to a Jordanian military 
helicopter which flew him to Am- 
man where he transferred on toa 
French government plane. 

‘Although his battered compound 
was closed to the public, several 
hundred supporters assembled 
around the aircraft for what could 
possibly bea final glimpse on Pales- 
tinian territory of the man who has, 
symbolized the struggle for state- 
hood forthe last four decades. 

‘with our blood and our soul 
we will support you Abu Ammar 
(Arafat),” the crowds chanted as 
he entered the helicopter with his 
wife Suha and aides. 

A number of senior officials al- 
so accompanied Arafat on a sec: 
ond” military helicopter but 
sources said both prime minister 
Ahmed Qurie and former premier 
Mahmud Abbas, number two in 
Arafat's Palestine Liberation Or- 
ganization (PLO), had remained 
totake charge in his absence. 
` His mother-in-law Raymonda 
Tawill said Arafat had a “smile on 
his lips" as he left. "He was not sad 
because he left with the intention 
of returning,” she said. 

It was the first time that Arafat 
had left Palestinian soil since 
November 2001, a month before 
the Israeli military began besieg- 
ing his Mugataa headquarters. 

А courtyard in the one-time 
British prison was cleared 


overnight of rubble—a legacy of 
Israeli military activity—to allow 
the helicopters to land. 4 

Israel has declared Arafatan ob- 
stacle to peace, while Prime Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon has made a num- 
ber of threats to kill his arch enemy. 

But Sharon's government is al 
so wary of being held to blame in 
the event of his death and made 
clear on Thursday, as the serious- 
ness of his condition became 
clear, that it would neither hinder 
his departure or return. 

Arafat had been initially diag- 
nosed as suffering nothing more 
serious than a bout of severe in- 
fluenza but further tests revealed 
that he has a blood disorder 
"which has to be treated outside 
the West Bank, 

“His blood cells which should 
normally destroy microbes ate 
currently destroying blood 
platelets," one of his doctors said. 

“The doctors think he must be 
transferred abroad for further ex- 
aminations in order to receive the 
care he needs, as he could die if 
"the condition persists." 

Get-well messages have been 
flooding in from world leaders, 
including from French President 
Jacques Chirac. 

“France, as you know, backs the 
aspiration you embody for the cre- 
ation of a viable, prosperous and 
peaceful Palestinian state along- 
side a state of Israel assured of its 
security,” the president wrote, 
signing off the letter with his “sin- 
ccerest wishes for a recovery.” 

Even US President George W. 
Bush, who has boycotted Arafat 
since coming to power, said he was 
concerned about his health. АЕР 


80 suicide attackers ready 


to hit Russia, 


MOSCOW—The head of Russia's 
FSB security service said on Fri- 
day that more than 80 suicide at- 
tackers had been trained on for- 
eign soil to carry out attacks on 
Russia, 

“We have established there are 
more than 80 suicide attackers 


j trained abroad who are to be sent 


to Russia to carry out terrorist 
acts,” Nikolai Patrushev told Rus- 
sia's Stare Duma lower house of 
parliament. Some of the attackers 
had been “rendered harmless,” 
he added. "We don't know what 


j route they might take to get into 


Duma told 


Russia, and this creates definite 
problems. 

Suicide bombers’ have killed 
scores of people in Russia over re- 
cent years, In August twin explo- 
sions on two passenger planes 
killed more than 90 people, and 
another suicide bomber killed 
nine people outside a metro sta- 
tion in Moscow a few days later. 

Rebels have also carried out 
seemingly suicidal missions to 
take large numbers of hostages, 
including the seizure of a school 
with more than 1,200 hostages in 
Beslan last month, Reuters 
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Holy water, prayers 
for new Cambodia king 


PHNOM PENH—Cambodia’s outgo- 
ing King Norodom Sihanouk anoint- 
ed his son with holy water from 
‘Angkor Wat on Friday ina traditional 
Buddhist blessing ceremony to open 
а day of pageantry for the new 
monarch’s coronation. 

‘The octogenarian Sihanouk, one of 
the world's most enduring Cold War 
leaders who says he is finally ready to 
retire, choreographed the dawn ritual 
with the consummate skill of one who 
has trodden the international stage 
for more than 60 years. 

Despite the accession of Norodom 
Sihamoni, 51, a previously unknown 
ballet aficionado who takes a formal 
oath of kingship later in the day, Si- 


hanouk's influence in the war-scarred 


southeast Asian nation is unlikely to 
‘diminish. 

‘The mercurial monarch, who led 
his country to independence from 
France in 1953, scotched reports he 
would be retiring to the provincial 
backwater of Siem Reap, in the shad- 
ow of the 80-year-old Angkor Wat 
temples, following his shock abdica- 
Чо 

“I think we will see the hand of Si- 
hanouk on the tiller of the monarchy 
for some time to come—certainly un- 


til Sihamoni has found his feet,” said 
one Western diplomat. 

Flanked by saffron-robed Buddhist 
monks and black-suited North Kore- 
an bodyguards, Sihamoni, in tradi- 
tional golden gown, walked through 
the gardens of the Royal Palace where 
he and his father were once held cap- 
tive by Pol Pots Khmers Rouges. 

He then ascended a red carpet to a 
throne set beneath a gilded pagoda, 
before clasping his hands in Bud- 
hist supplication and offering 
prayers to the sun rising slowly over 
the Mekong. 

Sihanouk, who could not resist 
flashing a huge grin to the banks of 
cameras present, then doused his 
shaven-headed son with nine jars of 
holy water brought especially from 
an Angkorian spring. 

Sihamoni is due to make his first 
television address to Cambodia's 13 
million people at 6 p.m., the first time 
most of them will have seen their new 
monarch, who has spent nearly all his 
adult life abroad. 

‘At the same time, monks at Bud- 
dhist temples across the land have 
been ordered to bang giant wooden 
drums to usher in the new royal era. 

Having never held political office, 


Sihamioni faces the daunting task as 
constitutional monarch of mediating 
in Cambodia's fractious and often 
bloody polities, in which the legacy of 
the “Killing Fields” genocide still 
looms large. 

His status as an almost complete 
outsider could be his most powerful 
tool. 

“According to the constitution, the 
king must be politically neutral. He is 
the father of the nation, and not in- 
volved in politics,” Sihamoni's half- 
brother and royalist party leader 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh told re- 
porters. 

"Lam so excited to see that his at- 
titude and character is subtle and 
gentle. He is so appropriate to be 
the king of Cambodia,” said Ra- 
nariddh, a former co-prime minister 
who was deemed too political to be 
monarch. 

Ordinary Cambodians, for whom 
life is a daily struggle against some of 
the most acute poverty in Asia, are al- 
so praying the new monarch does not 
try to rock the political boat, some- 
thing which often precipitates bullets 
and bloodshed. 

“He is a good man—no politics,” 
saidtaxidriverChamly Reuters 
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SIHANOUK (right) pours holy water on the head of his son, new King 


Norodom Sihamoni, during a. 
Phnom Penh Oct. 29. 


jous ceremony at the Royal Palace 
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Thai PM . 
VOWS no | 
cover-up 


YALA, Thailand---Two 
bombs rocked south- 
em Thailand Friday 
wounding at least 20 
people, as Prime Min- 
ister Thaksin Shi- 
nawatra vowed there 
‘would be no cover-up 
over the deaths of 87 
Muslims in the 
volatile region. 
Friday's coordinat- 
ed bombings fol 
lowed a blast late 
Thursday that left 
two people dead and 
about 20 wounded 
after а separatist 
group vowed revenge 
for 78 detainees who 
in the custody of 
"Thai security forces. 
Thailand's Muslim- 
majority south is in 
the grip of a violent 
separatist insurgency 
that re-emerged early 
this year and has since 
leftatleast 417 people 
dead. It has rattled 
‘Thaksin's administra- 
tion, which has come 
under fire for its han- 
dling ofthe unrest, 
“In my national TV 
address (later Fri- 
day), there won't be 
anything covered 
up,” Thaksin vowed 
before he and his for- 
eign minister moved 
to assuage mounting 
domestic and interna- 
tional concern over 
heavy-handed tactics 
by security forces in 
the — predominantly 
Buddhist kingdom. 
‘Thaksin on. Friday 
pledged to bring to 
Justice anyone found 
guilty of using exces- 
force in the south. 
“They will be prose- 
cuted objectively if 
found guilty I want to 
reaffirm that my gov- 
ernment is sincere and 
understanding in this, 
situation,” he said. 
‘The latest bombings 
‘occurred in the south- 
em town of Yala dur- 
ing morning rush hour. 
Eight people were 
wounded, including 
three police, when the 
frst roadside bomb 
went off near a tea 
shop and kinder- 
garten, police and hos- 
pital officials said. 
‘Another device that 
exploded less than 90 
minutes later at the 
same location wound- 
ed 12 police including 
forensics experts in- 
vestigating the first 
bombing. Local televi- 
sion showed officers 
carrying away their 
wounded colleagues, 
one of whom ap- 
peared to be scream- 
ingin pain, AFP. 
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The UN has credited ti 
"philippines for drawing up Asi 
only indigenous peoples rights 
law, and is interested in its free 
prior and informed consent 
(FPIC) rules, said Victoria Tauli- 
“Corpuz, the forum's only Philip- 
-pine member, 

But Ms Arroyo's decision to 
‘merge Ipra's governing agency 
"with a land reform department 
could upset this plan, the INoum- 
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UN watches RP tribal law enforcement 


BAGUIO CITY—The United Nations Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Peoples Concerns is monitoring President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's implementation of the 1997 Indige- 
:hous Peoples Rights Act (Ірга) because the law is being 
studied for global application. 


tn learned on Thursday. 

‘The forum acts as a permanent 
adviser to various UN economic 
and social undertakings that af- 
fect a member-countrys indige- 
nous peoples, Corpuz said. 

She asked indigenous Filipinos 
to elevate to the UN their issues 
against two Arroyo executive or- 
ders that reduce the authority of 
the National Commission on In- 
digenous Peoples (NCIP), the on- 


ly Philippine agency mandated to 
release titles for ancestral lands 
orancestral domains. 

The NCIP has issued 30 Cer- 
tificates of Ancestral Domain Ti- 
tles under the Arroyo adminis- 
tration, covering 547,343 
hectares that include both arable 
and forest lands, but it has yet to 
release titles for individual 
claims. 

Ms Arroyo issued Executive 
Order 364 to form the Depart- 
ment of Land Reform, which has 
administrative control over an- 
cestral land titling, by merging 
NCIP with the Department of 
Agrarian Reform and the Presi- 


dential Commission on the Urban 
Poor. 

The President issued EO 364 
on Sept. 28. Last week, Ms Arroyo 
issued EO 379, which restruc- 
tures the DLR, by making the 
МСР its attached agency instead. 

Indigenous Filipino organiza- 
tions said they are suspicious of 
both directives, because their ap- 
parent agenda is to "weaken" 
Ірга on behalf of developers like 
the mining industry, said Kath- 
Jeen Okubo, spokesperson of As- 
pulan Inc., Baguio's Ibaloi council 
ofelders. 

In defending NCIP's indepen- 
dence, NCIP Chair Reuben Lin- 


gating offered to give up vital 
Ipra powers including the right to 
certify the FPIC of indigenous 
communities, according to NCIP 
documents. 

Both the Ipra and the 1995 
Philippine Mining Act require de- 
velopers to secure the FPIC from 
affected indigenous Filipinos be- 
fore they can proceed with min- 
ing exploration. 

Corpuz said Ms Arroyo's direc- 
tives will have a bearing on next 
years Permanent Forum agenda, 
because the UN will discuss 
poverty and development con- 
cerns. 

She said the forum is compar- 
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ing how countries with indige- 
nous peoples’ rights laws have 
been applying the FPIC policies in 
relation to government-led devel- 
opment programs. 

But international bodies like 
the World Bank have been hostile 
to indigenous peoples’ initiatives 
that oblige them to undergo an 
FPIC process, Corpuz said. 

She said the international fi- 
nancing institution wants coun- 
tries to harness ancestral lands for 
development, regardless of unset- 
ded issues regarding royalty and 
selfdetermination. Vincent 
Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon 
Bureau 


5 Aetas bury remains of Pinatubo eruption victims 


$` By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


SAN MARCELINO, Zambales—Under a 
Karael tree and amid a sand-covered 
valley in the remote mountains of 
Maagui-agui here on Thursday, Aeta el- 
der Titiwin Paanan faced east in the di- 
rection of Mt. Pinatubo and gave offer- 
ings to the tribe's deity, Apo Namalyari. 

Paanan did this before finally bury- 
ing the bones of tribe members who 13 
years ago died in caves engulfed by 
fire and burning rocks spewed out by 
Mt. Pinatubo. 

At 2 p.m, when the skulls and other 
skeletal remains that were gathered from 
four of five leyang (caves) were laid be- 
fore him, Paanan, now apparently pos- 
sessed by the anitos (spirits), said: “Tell 
them not to cause us sickness. Im now 
sending you peace to the other world.” 

‘After presenting the atang (offering) 
of hot rice and strips of boiled meat of a 
wild pig laid out in a miniature pagoda 
and lighted on all corners with bee wax 
candles, Paanan paused for a long si- 
Тепсе then broke into sobs and em- 
braced village chief Boransa Sulit. 

“Take these to your journey. We love 
you all. Rest. Be in peace," Paanan told 
the spirits. 

‘The relatives of the natsi (dead), led 
by Sebio Pakawen, retrieved the bones 
starting 6 a.m., climbing steep slopes 
and venturing into least traveled trails 
to reach the caves. 

The fifth, located on the east and strad- 
dled at the highest tip of the Zambales 
‘mountain range here, was not reached. 

The four caves now contained only 
less than 30 skeletal remains. By their 
‘own estimates, almost 500 Aetas, in- 
cluding children, were killed on that 
fateful day in June 1991 when they 
preferred to die in the bosom of their 
lutan tua (ancestral land). 

‘The rest of the bones were eaten by 
wild pigs, bats and bayawak (monitor 
lizard), Pakawen surmised before he 
himself gave the atang of uncooked 
rice and tobacco at the mouth of dark, 
almost impregnable caves. 

The IngumRER saw the reminders of 
the fiery death. 

In one of the caves, burnt clothes, 
melted plastic water bins and rice met- 
al pots and a charred bamboo comb 
were strewn next to the bones. 

The three retrieval teams, arriving 
from various routes, were greeted 
with silence by the survivors. 

Purtogoy Bindon, who lost his un- 
cles, aunts, brothers, sisters, 
nephews, nieces and grandchildren, 
came all the way from far off Malanak 
to witness the interment. Many for- 
mer settlers of Lomboy came from the 
Kanaynayan resettlement, in the hilly 


parts of San Marcelino. 

The village remained deserted 
date, and following indigenous tra 
tions, shunned the violent death that 
their clan members met. 

Forthe occasion, the tribe builta 3x 
6x3 meter tomb built from the same 
rocks, ash and sand that the voleano 
spewed out 13 years ago. 

Pakawen led the interment, wrap- 
ping the bones in four blue cloths. Men 
and women shed tears for the final de- 
parture of the dead. 


Land 

What should have been an exodus 
to safety tumed into a joumey of 
death for the Aetas. 

Boransa Sulit, who at the time of 
eruption was the village chief, said 
that from Lomboy, their original vil- 
lage, this group of Aetas instead with- 
drew to Maagui-agui, 30 km west of 
the village. 

‘There, they joined the few old Aetas 
who never assimilated like their kin at 
lower flanks of the volcano. 

“They refused to go with us (to the 
evacuation centers in the lowlands). 
No matter what prodding I did, they 
told me they'd rather die near 
Pinatubo,” Sulit told the Inquinen. 

‘Alejo Mendoza said his cousins nev- 
er wanted to leave Maagui-agui be- 
cause they feared that lowlanders 
would burn the Aetas when they de- 
scend to the plains. 

He said the rest in his clan walked 
away from the volcano, traveling by 
foot for three days before reaching the 
town proper. 

Bindon's clan survived when they 
boarded a military helicopter that 
took them to the Pampanga side of the 
range. 

His daughter Cely and her two 
daughters, he said, were the lone sur- 
vivors of the Maagui-agui tragedy. 

Cely at first joined the journey to 
the caves but backed out upon seeing 
the balls of fire coming in the direction 
of Maagui-agui. 

‘Two of the four children she carried 
during the flight to safety had died. 
Her two daughters and the child in her 
womb survived. 

“She ran as fastas she could, taking 
the routes to Floridablanca (Pampan- 
32)," Bindon said. The girls, now in 
their teens, survived -because Cely 
wrapped them in wet clothes as they 
fied. Cely and her children now live in 
Nabuklod, Floridablanca. 

Bindon, like his wife Mading, blamed 
the geothermal drillings of the Philip- 
pine National Oil Corp, for the erup- 
tion. 

“Those drillings angered Apo Na- 
malyari," he said. 


their tribe who died during the eruption of Mt. Pinatubo. 


To this date, he is still angry that the 
evacuation warnings to the Aetas on 
the upper flanks came late. 


Peace 

To end the rites, the almost 100 sur- 
vivors encircled the tomb. One by one, 
they sprinkled sand while the tomb 
was sealed with a concert slab. The 
tombstone will be installed later. 

Anthropologist Rufino Tima said 
Thursdays burial rites came eight 
years after the leaders of the tribe 
broached the plan. 

“It was not easy convincing the 
families. This went through a lot of 
consultations,” Tima told the INQUIRER. 

His group, the Foundation for Cul- 
tural Survival (Focus) and the Aeta 
Development Association (ADA), fa- 
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cilitated the consultation process. 

Focus tapped the National Geo- 
graphic to fund the retrieval and buri- 
al ceremonies, Tima said. 

"These Aetas have a high respect for 
their dead. In the process, however, 
they also worried over the living who 
live in extreme want. They want both 
concerns settled. That's what delayed 
the burial,” Tima said. 

The relatives of the Maagui-agui 
and Lomboy Aetas want education to 
be able to overcome poverty that has 
weighed down on them through mal- 
nutrition and ignorance. 

Focus and ADA have prepared a 
scholarship program and has started 
‘welcoming support. 

. Assistance are being 
through (047) 232-4580. 


received 


Producers alarmed by drop in sugar prices 1 killed, 8 hurt 


BACOLOD CITY—Sugar producers 
expressed alarm over Thursdays 
drop in domestic millgate prices of 
sugar to P710 per 50 kilobag (kg) 
from P750 last week. 

They said that a drop in prices be- 

low P700 per Ikg would mean that 
prices would breach production costs 
and cause hardships to sugar 
planters, especially the small ones. 
i Sugar Regulatory Administrator 
James Ledesma admitted that the fall 
їп sugar prices this week was bad, 
which he said was caused by “weak 
demand and adequate supply.” 

"This is very bad. We are just start- 
ing the season. Imagine what will 
happen by December—we'll be cele- 
brating a black Christmas,” said 
Manuel Lamata, United Sugar Pro- 
ducers Federation of the Philippines 
president, 

He said they have put in place all 
mechanisms to stabilize prices but 


“nothing seems to react.” 

“We will just have to tighten our 
belts and pray” Lamata said, adding 
that prices could drop to as ow as P650 
before the miling season is over in 
“April. The season started this month. 

Figures from the National Federa- 
tion of Sugarcane Planters on Thurs- 
day showed that sugar was selling at 
P731.63 per Ikg at Hawaiian Philip- 
pines Co., P725 in Central Azucarera 
de La Carlota, P717 at the Planters 
Association of Southern Negros and 
P710 at the Independent Planters of 
Binalbagan Isabela milling at the Bi- 
nalbagan Isabela Sugar Co. 

Luis Tongoy, Confederation of Sug- 
ar Producers Inc. chair for Negros- 
Panay chapter, said the plunge in 
prices on Thursday was frustrating 
because all the measures that the gov- 
ernment took to keep prices stable 
were not working. 

He sald they were studying propos- 


als to increase the amount of sugar al- 
located as "C" or reserve or to in- 
crease the amount of "D" or world 
market sugar to decongest the do- 
mestic market of supply. 

‘The Philippine Sugar Alliance will 
meet on Nov. 4 to discuss ways to ad- 
dress the problem, he said. 

Sugar leaders earlier asked Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo to order the 
National Food Authority (NBA) to buy 
sugar this year to prevent a drop in do- 
mestic millgate prices below produ 
tion cost. The proposal was in antic 
pation of an oversupply in production. 

During her visit to Bacolod оп Oct. 
19, the President said that if the sin taxes 
bill would be passed by December, the 
NFA could again go into buying sugar. 

The House of Representatives 
passed on Thursday its version of the 
so-called sin taxes on cigarettes and 
alcohol products. — Caria P Gomez, 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


in grenade blast 


PAGADIAN CITY—One person was killed 
while eight people, including a five-year-old 
boy, were injured when a grenade exploded in 
a house in San Pedro district here around 

45 p.m. Thursday, police said Friday. 

Supt. Ramon Ochotorena, city police chief, 
identified the dead victim as Amold Sabalo, 
32, a former militiaman. 

Ochotorena said Sabalo was drinking with 
some of the victims inside the house of one 
Reynaldo Aljas and was seen toying with a 
fragmentation grenade. 

He said Sabalo, who was obviously very 
drunk at the time, removed the pin of the ex- 
plosive and then further toyed with it 

Ochotorena said the grenade fell and explod- 
ed in the middle of where the victims were. 

Some of the victims suffered only minor in- 
Juries but Reynaldo and his son Jeffrey and 
Jessie Cubio were seriously hurt. Hernan R 
dela Crus, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Treasurer faces raps 

BACOLOD ОТҮ— 

The National Bureau 

of Investigation has 

filed a complaint of 

malversation of pub- 

lic funds, faisification 

of commercial docu- 

ments and violation 

of the Anti-Graft and 

Corrupt Practices Act. 

against the municipal 

‘treasurer of La 

Castellana, Negros Occidental for allegedly embez- 
zing P1.4 milion of the town’s special education 
fund (SEF). Named in the complaint fled before the 
Negros Occidental Provincial Prosecutor's Office 
was Rey Salinas Gicaro of Roxas Street, La Castel- 
lana. Gicaro had gone into hiding, NBI Bacolod chief 
Pedro Diaz Jr. said. Gicaro resigned on Nov. 17, 
2003, two weeks before auditors discovered that 
P1,448,195.42 of the town's SEF was missing, Diaz 
said, Carla P. Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau 


New Solcom chief 
LUCENA CITY— Nai, Gen. Pedro Cabuay, former 
commanding genera of the Army's 2nd Infantry Divi- 
sion, on Tuesday assumed command of the Armed 
Forces Southem Luzon Unified Command based in 
Camp General Nakar here. Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
‘Gen, Narciso Abaya led the unannounced turnover 
ceremonies. Cabuay is a non-graduate of the Philp- 
pine Military Academy butis a seasoned Army officer. 
Dolin T. Matari Jt, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Christians for vigilance 

STA. CRUZ, Laguna—The Kilusang Kristiano Para 
sa Mabuting Pamahalaan sa Timog Katagalugan, а 
group of church people in Southern Tagalog, has. 
called on Filipinos, media and government workers 
to be vigilant in the investigation of Army 
comptroller Major Gen. Carlos F. Garcia and prevent 
attempts to cover up the case. In a statement signed 
by its head Rev. Joel E. Tendero, the group also гес- 
ommended hat the investigation be widened to in- 
clude all government agencies that have concealed 
plunder offenses. It urged government employees 
to document all suspicious and corrupt activities in 
their agencies and unite in exposing them. Romulo 
0. Ponte, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Laguna seeks 5th place 

‘STA. CRUZ, Laguna—The top official of the Govern- 
‘ment Service insurance System in Laguna said their 
office Б racing for fifth place nationwide in terms of in- 
came to surpass its 2003 пе income of more than 
P35 billion. Area manager Nellie.S. Camo attributed 
iheirfeld ofis performance to is national leader- 
‘ship, which she said is one of the reasons the entire 
workforce of the GSIS Laguna here is supporting its 
president and general manager, Winston Garcia. Camo 
sald the GSIS Laguna has more than enough re- 
sources to cater to the various needs of ts members 
in Laguna. Sho said the Laguna office has been grant- 
ing ons to its members amounting to P183 millon 
every month, and benefits worth P43.9 million every 
month. — Romulo Ponte, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


New bridges in Bulacan 
CITY OF MALOLOS— 
President Macapagal- 
Arroyo opened two vital 
bridges in the Bulacan 
towns of Calumpit and 
Bulakan on Oct. 23 to 
ease traffic flow and 
transport of goods to 
Central and Northern 
Luzon. In Calumpit, Ms 
Arroyo opened the P60- 
million rehabilitated La- 
bangan bridge that took 
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two years to complete. Sha said the reopening 
of the more than 50-year-old bridge along the 
MacArthur Highway would give motorists easi- 
er access to and from Metro Manila. Officials 
also sald the reopening of the P18-million 
Matungao bridge in Bulakan could help Im- 


prove business activity In the town. 
Reyes, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Pastor nabbed for rape 
DIFFUN, Quirino—Police on Friday arrested a pastor 
for allegedly raping a 13-year-old giri last April. Chief 
Insp. Bemardo Baul, Diffun police chief, sald they ar- 
Tested tne 28-year-old married pastor through a war- 
rantissued by Judge Menrado Corpuz of the regional 
trial court in Maddela town. The pastor was accused of 
raping the giri twice inside his boarding house in Mad- 
dela. The girl's parents discovered that their daughter 
was raped ater she suffered from excessive menstrual 
cramps. The git admitted to her paras that he pas- 
tor got her pregnant but the fetus was aborted. Viam- 
ог Visaya Jr, PDI Northam Luzon Bureau 
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п By Ma. Diosa Lablste. 
Iloilo City 


ORGET aswang and 

other scary ghouls. 

The Bisayans, or the 
people living in the 
Visayas region, have a 
deeper reason for remem- 
bering the dead this Hal- 
loween. 

Many Bisayans believe that 

| they have more than one soul, 
two at least, and remembering 
them requires the practice of two 
traditions—Christian and indige- 
nous rites, performed alongside 
each other. 

Despite exposure to the so- 
called modern scientific thought, 
the beliefin having two souls per- 
sists to this day. It helps explain 
the meaning of rituals performed 
to placate a troubled spirit of the 
dead, or to fortify a soul of a liv- 
ing person during Halloween and 
beyond, 

‘Alicia Magos, an anthropolo- 
gist from the University of the 
Philippines Visayas (UPV), said 
the belief in two souls is central to 
the world view of the Bisayans 
found in Western Visayas, espe- 
cially among the Kinaray-a- 
speaking communities scattered, 
on the islands of Panay, Guimaras 
andNegros. . 

Present in this belief is the con- 
cept of dungan, which is the soul 


‘Ancient 


By Vicente S. Labro 
aBasey, Samar 


ARBED in colorful-- 
x costumes and 


headdresses adorn- 
ed with woven mats and 
bamboo splints, they 
stomped, chanted. and 
swayed to the rhythm of 
drums and bamboo sticks. 

Despite the sweltering heat of 

1 the sun, the different groups of 
street dancers vibrantly per- 
formed before- the delighted 
crowd that lined the main streets 
of this ancient town. Each troupe 
had “banig” streamers embroi- 

* dered with the group's name. 

A festive alr once again pervad- 
ed the air of Basey, Samar, as the 
people celebrated on Sept. 28 the 
11h Banigan-Kawayan Festival, 
a tribute to two of their sources of 
livelihood—mat weaving and 
bamboo craft. E 

The parade culminated at the 
municipal gymnasium where the 
participating groups had their fi- 
nal “showdown” before a panel of 
Judges. Onstage were the town’s 
beauty queens, who all wore ele- 
gant “banig” gowns. 

‘The groups performed differ- 
ent dances depicting, among oth- 

vers, the life of the ancient people 
of Basey and the triumph of St. 
Michael the Archangel over evil. 

For over a decade now, the peo- 
ple of Basey have been celebrating 
the Banigan-Kawayan Festival not 
only to add color to the festivities 
їп honor of their patron saint, St. 
Michael the Archangel, but also as 
a reminder that the woven mat or 
“banig” and “kawayan” or bamboo 
have been part of their lives. 

The “kawayan” ‘does not only 
serve as material in building their 
native huts but also in the making 
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INQUIRER Visayas 
Rituals of two souls among the Bisayan 


of a living person, and kalag, 
whichis the soul of the dead. 

Outsiders may find it difficult 
to grasp the two-soul belief but 
not those who grew up with it, 

Some say the souls are one and 
the same, while others say the 
dungan transforms to become 
kalag. Still others say that one 
сап have two souls—the station- 
ary kalag and the wandering dun- 
gan which visits streams, woods 
and caves, and sometimes gets 
trapped in them. 

The dungan is often loosely 
translated as “soul,” but it means 
more than that, said Magos, who 
teaches atthe UPV. She said it also 
means a “double” and a “will 
power" or “sensibility” 

Magos said the dungan inhab- 
its the region above the surface of 
the earth before it enters a body it 
chooses before or just after 
death, 


Wooing the soul 

When a baby is born, the soul is 
still incomplete or not Fully intact 
because some parts of it may have 
been expelled with the mothers 
blood. Thus, there is the need to 
perform a rite called the batak ka 
dungan (to woo ог get back the 
soul), the first ritual performed 
before the baby is baptized in 
Christian rites. 

In the ritual, a babaylan or 
shaman uses betel nut and abaca 
twine tied to a knife. The string is 
lowered between the cracks on 


THIS RITUAL WILL. 
PROTECT YOUR CHILD 
FROM EVIL SPIRITS... 


the floor and the babaylan cajoles 
the dungan to climb up the knife. 
and into the child's body. 

A child is believed to be 
healthy and immune from illness 
caused by evil prt afer the sit- 
ual, 

A tableau of wooing the soul is 
displayed at the Museo Iloilo in 
Iloilo City. 

Despite the ritual, the dungan 
remains restless. It takes the form 
of a housefly or another insect, 
and sometimes leaves the body 
‘when the person is asleep, when 
lured by kindred spirits to visit 


caves, trees, rivers and trails, 
among others. 

Magos narrated the story of а 
shaman who said his grandfather 
accidentally trapped the soul of 
his 14-year-old granddaughter 
inside the bamboo fish trap he 
was repairing. 


Trapped 

The girl kept moaning but 
could not wake up from her siesta 
even until the next morning. The 


“following day, when the old man 


reopened his bamboo trap, a fly 
escaped and alighted on the girl's 


cheek. The girl got up and asked 
for food. She said that she dreamt 
being inside a sealed cave. 

The dungan, which grows with 
the person, is fortified by rituals 
performed by a shaman. This is 
important to prevent soullure 
and capture. 

Without the rituals, the dungan, 
weakened from its journey, may 
be trapped, causing the person to 
get sick, suffer lingering illness or 
never wake up again although the 
person's heart is beating. 

The final departure of the dun- 
gan from the body happens when 
the person dies. 

Once it leaves the body, it is 
transformed and becomes the 
kalag, which also means to untie 
or loosen, Magos said. 

To make sure that it reaches its 
destination, the shaman per- 
forms a ritual which sends off the 
soul three days after the burial. 

Without the ritual che soul will 
come back to visit the living and 
bring illness. Other visits may 
happen when the soul, usually of 
С ancestor, has messages for the. 
living. 
According to Magos and other 
articles on ancient rituals, the 
heaven-or-hell destination of 
souls is a Christian belief of life 
after death that merged with the 
indigenous concept of souls. 


Cultural practices 
Monsignor Meliton Oso, direc- 
tor of the Jaro Social Action Cen- 
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ter, said Halloween had animist 
roots but the Catholic Church ac- 
cepted it to be able to thrive ce 
turies ago. ы 

“It is an attempt of the Church 
toacculturate itself, accepting the 
practices that do not contradict 
the Catholic faith,” he said, 

The Church is silent on some 
practices like offering food to the 
dead although it encourages 
lighting of candles and saying ге- 
quiem masses, among others. 

Remembering the dead was 
part of culture and was not 
strange to the Church, Oso said. 
The fusion of such beliefs ex- 
plains, for example, why altars 
and graveyards have offerings of 
food during Halloween and other 
special occasions. 

Te also tells why rituals for the 
souls of the dead and the living 
continue to be performed to this 
day. And why a shaman has to ap- 
pease the spirits living in an enor- 
mous balete tree before cutting it 
down. 

‘The language of the Bisayan or 
the Karay-a offers clues why a for- 
tified dungan is important. 

‘The Bisayan or Karay-a would 
insult a person who is gutless or 
spineless as having a weak duri- 
gan, or none at all. A person who 
is brave and intelligent is said to 
have strong dungan. 

‘These show that the souls have 
shared the earth with the living 
world, Halloween or no Hal- 
loween. 


Samar town pays tribute to the ‘banig 


of ashtrays, baskets, fish traps, 
window blinds, flower vases, lamp 
shades, sala sets and native beds, 
among others, which they sell. 

“But “banig” is the town's num- 
ber one product. There aré mat 
‘weavers in most if not all Basey 
villages, including upstream and 
coastal barangays. 


Awoman's craft, 

The traditional art of mat weav- 
ing has been handed down from 
generation to generation for cen- 
turies now, with the women learn- 
ing the craft ata young age, usually 
from their mothers, aunts and 
grandmothers. 

Mat weaving has always been 
the chore of Basey women. The 
men's task is to gather and dry the 
“kog,” (Fimbristylis milliacea), a 
sedge grass that grows in swampy 
places. 

In Basey, women skillfully 
weave "tog" for days inside 
their homes, or in cool places 
such as caves, like those in Baran- 
gay Basiao. 

The woven mats are sold either 
plain or embroidered. The latter 
comes in different colorful de- 
signs, such as floral, landscape 
and portrait, and sizes. The woven 
mat comes in different sizes—sin- 
gle, matrimonial or family. 

Many prefer the “banig” as a 
sleeping mat because it is cool to 
sleep on especially during the hot 
summer months. 

 Abouta couple of decades ago, 
however, what used to be only а 
sleeping mat began to have dif- 
ferent shapes, sizes and uses, 
such as place mats, prayer mats, 
slippers, wall decor, lamp shades, 
dividers, bags and even as uphol- 
stery. Many of these products are 
now being sold abroad. 

This native mat has made this 
historic town more famous, so that 
the people of Basey are proud of 


their “banig,” It has always been a 
top seller in local and national 
trade fairs because of its intricate 
designs and high quality. 


Pride in banig 

So proud are the "Basaynons" 
or Basey residents of their "ban- 
ig” that, during the Banigan- 
Kawayan Festival in 2000, hun- 
dreds of residents lined up along 
the main streets ofthe town prop- 
er, carrying woven 


Basey National High School re- 
ceived P15,000, and third placer 
Simeon Ocdol National High 
School, P10,000. 

The non-winning participants 
each received a consolation prize 
of P5,000. 

The Banigan-Kawayan Foun- 
dation Inc., in cooperation 
with the local government 
headed by Mayor Vicente 
Labuac, the hermano mayor 


Engr. Melchor Lucinario, and 
the National Commission on 
Culture and the Arts, spear- 
headed, this year's Banigan- 
Kawayan Festival. 

Nick Tabungar, executive di- 
rector of the Banigan-Kawayan 
Foundation, inc. said that the fes- 
tival was first held in 1994, with 
only a fiesta committee oversee- 
ing the event. 

‘After a few years, it become so 


popular that it started to draw a 
huge crowd. It was decided thata 
permanent group had to be 
tasked to manage the affair. The 
Banigan-Kawayan Foundation, 
Inc. has been managing this big 
event since 1998. 

This early, many are already 
looking forward to the next Bani- 
gan-Kawayan Festival, to wit- 
ness the merriment of 


mats placed next to 
another. 

The line of mats 
was reportedly over a 
kilometer long, 
which could have 
easily been a world 
record, 

During this year's 
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Basaynons. 
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fiesta, there was also 
а competition in mat 
weaving and matem- 
broidery, participat- 
edin by several wom- 
en from 11 to 66 
years old. 

But the crowd 
drawer was still the 
Banigan-Kawayan 
Festival, with the 
spectators coming 
from nearby towns 
and even as far as 
Tacloban City and 
other Leyte towns. 

‘This year, there 
were eight contes- 
tants in the street 
dancing contest that 
came from various 
local schools. 


Winners 

The Basey II Dis- 
trict dance troupe 
brought home the 
championship trophy 
and a P25,000 cash 
prize. Second placer 


STUDENTS of the 
Basey National High 
School perform 
during the street 
dancing parade, the 
highlight of the 
Banigan-Kawayan 
Festival In Basey, 
Samar. vcodesuasor 
тузук 


COURSES AND DEGREES OFFERED: 


Doctor of Education * B. S. in Education major in 
"Doctor of Public Administration Science 


* B. S. in Education major in 
Computer Science 

* B. S. in Education major in History 
* B. S. in Education major in Library 
Science 

«В. В.А major in Banking & 
Finance 

*B. B.A major in Economics 

* B. B. A major in Management 
*B.B.A major in Marketing 
“Bachelor of Elementary Education 
“Bachelor of Arts major in Political 
Science . 
“Bachelor of Arts major in History 
“Bachelor of Arts major in 
Management Economics E 

* B.S. in Education major in Engish * Bachelor of Aris major in Public 
*B.S.inEducaionmajorinFipino Administration 

* B. S. in Education major in “Bachelor of Aris major in English 
мна 


* M.A. in Education major in 
Guidance & Counseling 

"МА in History 

"МА in Poliical Science 

* Bachelor of Laws 

* B. S. in Accountancy 

*B. S. in Industia Engineering 

*B. S. in CM Engineering 

* B. S. in Criminology 

*B. S. in Foreign Sevice 

* B. S. in Computer Science 

* B. S. in Holel and Restaurant 


SHORT TERM COURSES: 
* Building Construction Specialist * Certificate in Poles Science & Technology 
"Асобае in Computer Science * Certificate In Computer Secretarial 
“Associate in Hotel & Restaurant * Certificato in Hotel & Restaurant 
Management Management 
* cerficateln Bookkeeping ‘Certificate in Tourism 


NEW COURSE OFFERING: 
p tural Languages major in Japanology 


ADVANCED PRE-BAR REVIEW 2004-05 
(OPEN TO UNDERGRADUATES) 
(saturday & Sunday Classes Only) 


November 27, 2004 to April 17, 2005 
REVIEW FEE: P 7,000 


REMEDIAL LAW 

: Justice Nicolas Lapeña, Jr. 
Justice Ricardo Galvez 
Judge Pedro Laggul 

: Judge Ma. Cristina Cornejo 
Dean Carlos Ortega 
Dean MI i Moralde 

: Fiscal Danilo Formoso 


CIVIL LAW 

7 Dean Eduardo Abella 
Dean Michael Moralde 
Dean Ernosto Pineda 
Dean Augusto Aligada 

: Prof. Rolando A. P. Reyes 


MERCANTILE LAW 
: Justice Japar Dii 

Eduardo Abe 

in Joe-Santo» Bisquera 


impao 


POLITICAL LAW 

1 Justice Oswaldo Agcaoile 
Prof. Edwin Sandoval 

1 Prof. Jacinto Jimenez 


CRIMINAL LAW 

Justice Edilberto Sandoval 

: Justice Rodolfo Palattao 
Judge Pedro Laggul 
Judge Ma. Cristina Cornejo 
Dean Carlos Ortega 

1 Fiscal Danilo Formoso 

TAXATION LAW 

: Justice Japar Dimaampao 
Dean Joe-Santos Bisquera 

: Prof. Nicasio Cabaneiro 


LABOR LAW 
T Prof. Oswald Lorenzo 
1 Prof. Salvador Poquiz 


LEGAL ETHICS 
Justice Nicolas Lapeña Jr. 
: Dean Prudencio Valencia 


PRIVATE INTL LAW 
т Justice Jorge Coquia 
: Dean Prudencio Valencia 


: Dean Eduardo Abella 
АЈ 


: Dir. Ramon Cassanova 


: Prof. Arlene Maneja 
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Insanity 


I: THE LAST few days, Sen. Miriam Defensor Santia- 


go has managed to make a spectacle of herself. Per- 

haps not coincidentally, she reserved her most outra- 

geous statements for Thursday, the day the second and 
thankfully last part of her life story aired on ABS-CBN. 

Itis time to set her straight. 

~t “Tt is insane to think that, in order to respond to accusa- 
tions raised by elected officials, you 
EDITORIALS need to be elected to office yourself. But 
that is exactly what Santiago claims. 
: Last Thursday, in yet another foaming mouthful, Santia- 
i go accused the wives of all generals in the Armed Forces of 
' either enjoying the fruits of corruption or engaging in cor- 
rupt practices themselves. 

Susan Abaya, the wife of the recently retired AFP Chief of 
Staff, responded to Santiago's blanket accusation by doing 
the reasonable thing. She asked the senator, naturally, to 
name names, “Pity those who are not guilty" Abaya ex- 

‚ „plained. 

Santiago's arrogant, undemocratic reply: “Who's she?” 

"15 The senator said Ms Abaya had no right to direct a chal- 

; lenge at her, because she had been elected to the Senate and 
Ms Abaya was a mere “private citizen.” (Earlier in the week, 
Santiago also called AFP spokesperson Lt. Gen. Edilberto 
Adan an “anonymous little insect,” the “lowest official in the 
food chain in the АЕР” His crime? He called her privilege 
speech claiming systemic corruption in the military “way off 
line?) 

It has been almost six months since the last election, so 
hypocritical candidates may have forgotten why they court- 
ed the votes of mere private citizens so assiduously then. Let 
us remind them. Every person in a democracy counts, pre- 
cisely because sovereignty resides in the people. A citizen, 
even a mere private one, is by definition a particle of that 
sovereign power, 


Delusion 


T may be difficult for Santiago, who prides herself inor- 

dinately in her intelligence, to grasp the essential nature 

of discourse in a democracy, But let us repeat it for her 

Sake. Reason is not a function of power. Let us restate the ob- 

* vious in a way even an alleged intellectual cannot misunder- 

" stand: A senators arguments are not sound because of her 

high office; they are sound because they are logical, consis- 
tent, persuasive, 

Unfortunately, we cannot say these of Santiago's latest 
rantings, 

Consider her comments about “civilian authority” 

It is insane to think that in the give and take between a 
government official and a private citizen, who happens to be 
the wife ofa general, the principle of civilian supremacy over 
the military applies. But that is exactly what Santiago 
‘claims. 

Ina radio interview the other day, Santiago said she want- 

"ed to remind “that woman” (Ms Abaya, incidentally, is un- 
' dersecretary of the National Anti-Poverty Commission) that 
, under the Constitution, it was clear that “civilian authorityis, 
“ агай times, supreme over the military" 
|, Does Santiago, once a legal luminary, mean to suggest that 
a civilian outranks ahy member of the military? Unlikely, if 
she remembered denigrating Abaya as a mere private citizen 
and thus a civilian herself, Does she mean that any elected 
official exercises “civilian authority” over the military? 
Again, unlikely, if she remembered anything from constitu- 
« "tional law, which she was reputedly once good at. Or does 
she really mean to suggest that, 14 years after she lost the 
presidential elections to Fidel Ramos, she still considers her- 
і self the actual commander in chief? Civilian supremacy, after 
all, is primarily exercised through the presidency. 

In truth, Santiago raised the civilian supremacy non-issue 
to try to shut up Ms Abaya. She had done it once before, to 
try to put Adan in his place. “А general commits unconstitu- 
tional insubordination when he arrogates the power to judge 

“ "the statements of a senator contained in a privilege speech,” 
she said, = 

And there, Hamlet-like, is the rub. 

Inthe same way that she believes that the wife of a general. 
feeling unfairly alluded to cannot ask the blanket accuser to. 
substantiate claim with evidence, Santiago self-evidently be- 
lieves that a member of the military cannot ever “judge the 

"statements of a senatoi 

Amazing. The magnitude of delusion required to sustain 

that belief simply boggles the mind. 2 
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TM not a sports fan and usually don't read the 
sports page, which is why T am not able to react 
when friends discuss the latest basketball 
game that has excited a lot of people. The only 
items that interest me are those about the 
progress of Maria Sharapova on.the tennis 
court not because of her athletic prowess but 
because she's a pretty girl. was also glad over 
that recent bout where Mike Tyson was pum- 
meled by a 6-1 underdog who cleansed the 
boxing world of his shabby opponent, a shady 
character finally dumped into the dustbin of 
has-beens 

But there was a recent report that caught 
my attention and, 1 feel, deserves alittle com- 
ment. This was the decision of the Depart- 
ment of Justice finding five basketball players 
to be sham Filipinos who have falsified their 
records to qualify as members, nay, stars, of 
the basketball teams of several local compa- 
nies seeking to trade on the talents of these 
foreigners as advertising gimmicks for their 
products, For this purpose, these aliens de- 
clared under oath that they were Filipinos en- 

led to play in the PBA competitions where 
only citizens are allowed. In exchange for this 
duplicity, they were offered and enjoyed fan- 
tastic emoluments in excess of those paid our 
local players. 

I saw the pictures of these athletes and they 
look like foreigners, not Filipinos. The compa- 
nies that hired them were apparently satisfied, 
perhaps happy, over the solemn assertion of 
Philippine citizenship by these aliens and did 
not bother to look more closely into their real 
nationality, Maybe these companies even 
helped in the deception: They probably fele 
that the truth or falsity of these players! claim 
‘of Philippine citizenship was not that impor- 
tant because it involved only their qualifica- 
Чоп ав players in a basketball tournament, 


FIRST, you had the Department of Finance rec- 
commending that the current sin taxes be: (1) 
raised by 30 percent to keep it abreast with the 
inflation that had taken place but not yet fac- 
tored in by Congress since 1997, and (2) raised 
every two years thereafter by amounts that 
would keep up with future inflation—the auto- 
matic indexation feature. 

Then, the House ways and means commit- 
tee comes out with itsown version: sin taxes to 
be raised by 20 percent (instead of 30 percent) 
for next year, followed by 3 percent increases 

2006 and 2007, After that, the automatic in: 
dexation feature will kick in. The reason for a 
lower rate increase, according to committee 
members, is to protect the industry's viability. 

‘One would have thought that there would 
be urgent negotiations between the executive 
and the legislature to bridge the resulting rev- 
enue gap. The stakes are high, particularly 
since the country is in a crisis mode, The im- 
portance of this tax measure goes beyond its 
revenue effect, because it will be taken as an 
indication of government's determination to 
overcome the fiscal crisis. P82 billion of addi- 
tional revenues, according to the best esti- 
mates, is the amount needed to avoid fiscal dis- 
aster, P125 billion is the amount needed not 
Just to avoid disaster but to ensure that re- 
sources are available to improve the nation's 
human, physical and natural capital bases, If 
the government gets less revenues than it 
planned for, because of the watered down leg- 
islation, it will need other measures to take up 
the slack. 

‘And indeed, there were negotiations. But 
the negotiations, it would seem, included not 
only the executive and the legislature, but the 
cigarette and alcoholic beverage companies as 
well Rep. Danilo Suarez was quoted as saying 
that the meeting was important so the compa 
nies could ask their allies In Congress to pass 
the bill, “Otherwise, members of Congress will 
Just quarrel and we will have no law to pass,” 


SEPARATE 
OPINION 


Isagani А. Cruz _ 
Philippine citizenship was only a formal re- 
quirement, nothing else: 

Iwas the ponenteof the original decision of 
the Supreme Court in the cases of Frivaldo ч. 
Commission on Elections, 174 SCRA 245, and 
Labo v. Commission on Elections, 176 SCRA 1, 
where we disqualified the petitioners as elect- 
ed local officials because they had earlier been 
naturalized in foreign countries and had not 
bothered to repatriate themselves. 1 said that 
the citizen of the Philippines “must take pride 
in his status as such and cherish this priceless 
gift that out of more than a hundred other na- 
tionalities God has chosen to grant him." Natu- 
rally, he will not share it with others not simi- 
larly blessed. "This country of ours, for all its 
difficulties and limitations, is like a jealous and 
possessive mother.” It will not admit into its 
fold persons pretending to love it, even if they 
are outstanding basketball players 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez deserves 
commendation for his decision against the five 
alien athletes who have committed perjury 
and falsification of public records to support 
thelr false claim of Philippine: citizenship. 
‘Their mercenary motive makes their offenses 
all the more condemnable. Gonzalez has or- 
dered their detention preparatory to their de- 
portation as undesirable aliens for taking un- 
due advantage of Philippine citizenship and re- 
garding it so lightly for merely occupational 
purposes 
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Maybe he doesn't realize it, but he has just 
explicitly admitted that these companies hold 
Congress captive. And no matter how it is ra- 
tionalized, the presence of the President and 
the other officials is an implicit admission that 
this is indeed the case, 

Anyone wanting more proof that these com- 
panies are a force to reckon with has only to 


"Тоок at the reported results of that meeting. In- 


stead of the compromise tax rates settling 
somewhere between 20 percent (the legisla- 
tive proposal) and 30 percent (the DOF pro- 
posal), they are now reportedly going to be 12 
percent! 

To add insult to injury, a “government 
source” has been quoted as saying, "It is an ev- 
erybody-happy compromise,” while a repre- 
sentative of one of the cigarette companies re- 
portedly said something to the effect that a 
middle ground had been found "that will com- 
bine the elements of both our proposal and our 
‘competitors’ while weighing in the national in- 
terest.” 

Who are the "everybody" in "everybody 
happy”? Certainly not the Filipino people. 
How much weight was given to the national in- 
terest? Obviously not much, because the ex- 
pected additional revenue will now perforce 
be less than either the executive's or Congress’ 
target. 

Our (the Filipino people's) only hope at this 
point to put back some backbone into the sin 
tax amendment is the Senate. 1 understand 
that Sen, Juan Ponce Enrile, who fathered the 
1997 Comprehensive Tax Reform Program (it 


‘The sanction of deportation, while merciful 
enough, is by itself alone hardly appropriate 
for the crimes the athletes have committed, 
Fortunately, Secretary Gonzalez has also called 
for their prosecution and punishment for their 
falsification of public documents, only after 
which can they be deported and good rid- 
dance. Their employers should also be pun- 
ished for their possible complicity in the decep- 
tion foisted by the sham Filipinos. It is highly 
possible that the companies that hired them di- 
rected, and in fact even actively participated 
in, the falsification of their credentials to en- 
sure the victory of their teams in the PBA 
games. After all, winning is everything, and 
winning will translate to more sales and higher 
profits, never mind that Philippine citizenship 
hasbeen degraded. 

And the DOJ investigators should also train 
their attention on the local officials who 
helped these false Filipinos to register as citi 
zens of this country, Several civil registrars are 
suspected of having falsely issued documents 
to prove the alleged Philippine nationality of 
some of the players, obviously in exchange for 
expensive monetary appreciation. These offi- 
cials are liable for falsification of public docu- 
ments and also the rank crime of bribery to sell 
Philippine citizenship. 

‘The Philippines is ranked as the 11th most 
corrupt country in the world and has long been 
known ds a nation of domestics for affluent so- 
cleties, Yetit has nat occurred to me to seek ane 
other nationality out of shame for this land of 
my birth or escape it for greener pastures and 
their material inducements. By contrast, these 
foreign players would eschew their own native 
countries and pretend to be citizens of this 
modest land as long as they are abundantly 
salaried to be sham Filipinos, This is an insult 
tous true Filipinos, 


is not his fault that it was butchered in the bi- 
cameral committee proceedings), has an ex- 
cellent sin tax proposal that will not only index 
the sin taxes, but remove the discriminatory 
provisions of the current law (which, those fa- 
miliar with the law claim, give undue favor to 
the Lucio Tan-owned and controlled compa- 
nies). That provides us with some consolation, 
and we must wish him well. One remembers, 
with great fondness how he and Sen, Sergio 
Osmeha Ш, in committee hearings, exposed 
the similarities in the system of dummies used 
in the distribution of both beer and cigarettes. 

One thing is sure, though. Ifthe Senate does 
not rise above partisan or self-serving inter- 
ests, it will provide additional ammunition to 
those who are in favor of a unicameral system, 
оп the grounds that the quality of the Senate 
has deteriorated, and the Senate therefore 
merely adds to legislative delay. 

It is increasingly hard to ignore the perva- 
sive and very strong influence that Lucio Tan. 
appears to wield in this country. While he may 
no longer be as influential over the executive 
branch as he was during the administration of 
President Estrada, the alleged clout that he still 
has over some government agencies (e.g. the 
Civil Aeronautics Board) is legend. And one 
only has to read the provisions of the 
laws—current and proposed—affecting the 
enterprises in his empire to see how the legisla- 
ture seems to have protected and benefited 
them. 

Finally, while at first 1 was willing to give it 
the benefit of the doubt (because 1 had not 
read it), а reading of the recent decision of the 
Court of Appeals awarding his company a Р1- 
billion tax refund strains the credulity of the 
reader since it seems to rest on such flawed 
reasoning that one wonders whether the Lucio 
‘Tan influence extends to this sector as well. 

‘This country cannot afford that kind of in- 
fluence, The private net benefit may be posi- 
tive, bur the social costs are overwhelming. 
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US election similar to RP's 


‘THE AMERICAN election next Tuesday is begin- 
ning to look like a Philippine election; it's hard to 
believe what's happening. In 1976, my husband 
and I were in Washington, D.C. on election day 
when Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter were vying 
for the presidency. We were struck by the lack of a 
‘campaign atmosphere then and in fact it was 
hard to find polling places. What was most im- 
pressive for these Pinoys, however, was that by 
election evening America had a president; Ford 
‘conceded to Carter. But times have changed and 
ironically the US campaign has come to look and 
sound so like our local elections. 

‘The fight between US President George W. 
Bush and Sen. john. Kerry remains so close to 
call just a few days before election, that it has 
brought out all the sharp knives—just like in 
RP The Republicans are charging the 
Democrats with “fraud” for allegedly register- 
ing more than the actual number of voters 
(Comelec, hear, hear). In fact, the Republicans 
are fielding thousands of “monitors” in 
precincts in the critical states, while the 
Democrats will field thousands of lawyers who 
will be on the lookout for voter “intimidation” 
by these monitors. All these are indications 
that a cloud hangs over the integrity and hon- 
esty of the US electoral process. 

‘There is very serious concern that this US elec- 
tion could be the most “litigious” election in 
American history. The fear is that it would be far 
Worse than what happened in pivotal Florida in. 
2000, when Al Gore won the popular vote but the 
‘counting dragged on so long and threatened to 
create a power vacuum that the Florida Supreme 
Court had to intervene and stop the disputed can- 
wassing. The US Supreme Court upheld that 
court, thus paving the way for George W. Bush to 
be proclaimed winner. It was a tribute to the two 
contenders, especially to Gore who won the pop- 
ular vote, that in the interest of national unity 
they closed ranks and obeyed the Supreme Court; 
but until now the disastrous effects of a “victory 
by litigation” are being felt. 

‘Thoughtful analysts like Robert J. Samuel- 
son of Newsweek have emphasized that a re- 
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peat of 2004 has to be avoided by ensuring a 
“decisive vote.” He stressed, “Here's what we 
really need: the winner takes 52 percent of the 
popular vote and enough electoral votes so 
that a few close and contested states don’t 
peal last May foe t сым plurality that 
st May for the decisive 
GMA needed for effective governance? Sam- 
uelson also opined that “The most unsettling 
danger (in this election) is that post-election 
combat by party warlords will become a per- 
manent part of the political process.” Its hard 
to imagine that “warlordism,” a common phe- 
nomenon here, could ever be mentioned in the 
American context! 

Tm glad Ms Susan Abaya, the wife of outgoing 
AFP Chief of Staff Гү = has decided LJ 
confront the sweeping corruption charge of Sen. 
Miriam Defensor-Santiago. Santiago has once 
again ained her shotgun, this time aceusing 

ives of AFP top brass of influencing contracts 
and comering profits. Maybe there have been 
such wives in the past, but I cannot believe Susan 
Abaya is one of them. She has challenged Santia- 
go to name names, but she hes not done that (is 
she also implicating her own sister-in-law Meg 
Defensor). Between her propensity to impugn 
people's integrity and Susan's reputation, I 
the latter. 

Susan has been a professional wom- 
ап, having in the Presidential Manage- 
‘ment Staff as a top executive for years as well as 
in the National Security Agency. For a long 
while too, the Abayas were stationed in Wash- 
ington, D.C., where Narciso served as military 
attaché, As a professional, Susan, I'm sure, re- 
spects profe distance. Susan comes from. 


a well-to-do Ilocos family. Her grandfather, Dr. 
Isidoro Panlasigui Sr. was dean of men and of 
the College of Education of UP in the '50s, while 
her father, Isidoro Jr, was chief corporate 
counsel of the Philippine Virginia Tobacco Ad- 
ministration. Being no stranger to wealth and 
position, Susan has remained very simple and 
unaffected. I saw how she fixed up the official 
residence of the AFP chief of staff in Camy 

Aguinaldo with taste and frugality. People wit 

“background” are always harder to corrupt. * * 


Last Oct. 18, Malayan Insurance Со, the lead- 
non-life insurance with a recorded asset base 
PILS billion, celebrated its 74th anniversary. 
The affair, topped by a spectacular fireworks dis- 
play over the Manila Bay sky, gathered a glittering 
crowd of political, social and business leaders 
from many parts of Asia, led by President Macapa- 
Атоо, Senate President Franidin Drilon and 
rmer Senate President Jovito Sak . 
Malayan had every reason to celebrate in a 
id way. This group has more than P100 billion 
insured property, securing more than 1,000 
companies and posting a gross premium income 
of P3.9 billion in 2003. But just as important, it 
has come a long way from its humble begin- 
mings—an inspiring story of local entrepreneur- 
ship and dynamism worth emulating by the pre- 
sent crop of entrepreneurs. 
‘Malayan started as a very modest operation 
by its founder, Enrique Т. Yuchengco in an ac- 
cesoria in Binondo in 1930, with eight agents 


the Yuchengco anniversary 

observed that “This family has provided 

ers in the development and modernization of 
our economy. If only we have a handful of eco- 
nomic institutions like the resilient Malayan 
Group of Companies, our community will be 
Jess gloomy, more upbeat and doubtless more 
prosperous." is. Congratulations to 
the Yuchengco family, and more power. 


Media, gender and governance 


(Talk delivered yesterday at the "Forum on Gen- 
der-Responsive Governance at Work” sponsored by 
the Local Government Support Program [LGSP] of 
the Canadian International Development Agency 
[ГОША] at the Grand Cipria Hat Capen de 
Oro. 


А PROFESSOR. of mine in. joumialism once de- 
scribed the work of journalists as “comforting the af- 
flicted and afflicting the comfortable." Though jour- 
nalists are perceived as being hard-boiled and cyni- 
cal, at heart we are, believe it or not, idealists 
dreaming of changing the world for the better 
Many among those in media see themselves as 
champions of the downtrodden, lending the power 
of the media to those who have neither voice nor 
power nor influence nor money. This may explain 
the media's propensity for picking up is- 
sues, an almost knee-jerk championship for the poor 
against the rich, the individual against the state, 
less other factors intervene, of course. Whether in 
the course of our work, we truly do improve society 
and help leverage the powerless against the power- 
ful or end up making a bad situation worse, though, 
you'll have to judge for yourself. 

Tve been asked to speak this afternoon on 
“Gender Responsiveness in Media and Gover- 
nance.” It just so happens that there is on the 
front page of today’s Philippine Daily Inquirer an 
article headlined “Media blamed for increase in 
RP corruption,” that explores the relationship be- 
tween media and governance. 

Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas is quoted in 
the article as decrying the media's shortfalls in ac- 
knowlédging and recognizing the good work that 
government bodies and officials do, especially if 
these are part of routine and if these people and 
entities do not go out oftheir way to seek media at- 
tention. In contrast, the media are only too eager 
to dig out and expose any instance of government 
inefficiency, wrongdoing, or malfeasance. 

EVEN more lamentable is the practice of some 
in the media—not all, and they are decreasing 
in number—to demand some form of “consid- 
eration” in exchange for favorable coverage 
and commentary. Of course, this is a form of 
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corruption, and the need to cater to the de- 
mands of corrupt elements in the media canbe 

to fuel corruption in government, in- 
crease it, and conceal it. 

Unfortunately, going after “hoodiums” in 
government is about the only way journalists 
know how to “afflict the comfortable.” Living 
upto the watchdog role is often interpreted as 
distrusting anyone in government, turning a 
cynical eye to any avowals of idealism or in- 
tent to serve the greater public. In many cases, 
such cynicism is justified, since so many politi- 
clans and so-called public servants usually fail 
to live up to their soaring rhetoric and even 
end up believing their own press releases. 

But as Pat Sto. Tomas, one of our few intelli- 
gent civil servants with an exemplary record of 
integrity, pointed out, such widespread cynicism 
among the media often results in frusttation for 
those in government who wish to serve well and 
yet EXE difficult ime getting across their vi- 
sion, plans and programs to a wider public. 

This is unfortunate, since media support is 
invaluable for a program for reform and for a 
reformist official, especially if he or she must 
clash head-on with powerful vested interests 
and their allies in government. Public opinion 
support in this instance can cushion the im- 
pact of criticisms and machinations within 
government, as well as protect the program 
and ensure the survival of thé official bent on 
carrying out the needed reforms. 

LAST Wednesday, I took part in a “victory celebra- 
tion” that, to my mind, also showed the positive 
its of a successful parmership of gender respon- 


~ siveness and responsive governance. The occasion 


was the signing of the implementing rules and regu- 
lations of the Anti Violence against Women and their 
Children Law, as well as the Supreme Court Rule on 
Violence against Women and their Children. 

‘As conversations with other feminist leaders pre- 


‘women as well as a law. 

Certainly, when we at Pilipina and Abansel 
Pinay first started talking about the issue, we 
didn't even dare dream of the day we would suc- 
ceed in pushing through Congress a law address- 
ing an issue that wasn't even deemed fit for polite 
conversation, much less sit in the Supreme Court 
and listen to our Chief Justice declare that vio- 
Тепсе against women violated the most basic hu- 
man rights ofwomen. | 
THE LAW on VAW-C, as well as earlier laws 
against trafficking, ‘sexual harassment and 
rape, are indeed milestones in the long journey 
towards gender responsiveness in governance. 
And they prove that progress and reform in gov- 
ernance do not emerge by themselves, evolving 
as part of a natural process. Instead, they are 
won only after years of struggle, and the invest- 
ment of time and goodwill by civil society—the 
women's movement in this case—in engaging 
with government for the crafting of more re- 
sponsive forms of governance and legislation. 

Where do the media come in? Again, to sus- 
tain these changes and reforms, and to move 
gender responsive governance forward, the 
media have to jump in and join the bandwagon, 
documenting and explaining what gender sen- 
sitive governance is, what it entails, and what it 
can do to transform our society and country. 

In short, it will mean “comforting the afflict- 

l—at least those afflicted by unjust and un- 
equal gender relations and concepts—and “af- 
flicting the comfortable,” which in this case 
means those basking in the privileges and 
Power that unequal gender arrangements 
confer. 


To be a doctor for the right reasons 


(For all the bad news out there, and Lord knows 
there's a lot of it, there are those among us who still 
light a candle and believe that this Б our country and 
we should stand by it and do what we can. One of 
them is Dr. Helen M. Santiago-Sigua, who holds а 
master's degree їп hospital administration from the 
University ofthe Philippines-Manila and is now as- 
sistant dean and prefect for students affairs as well as 
chairperson and professor ofthe Department of Fam- 
ily and Community Medicine ofthe San Beda College 
of Medicine. Following is a letter she sent me.) 


BEFORE, jokes like “Doctors are out of post; they 
are attending demo on how to make beds” or 
“The best preparatory nursing course: is 
medicine” or “Doctors write orders at night that 
they themselves carry out in a.m.” used to elicit. 
laughter among us. Today, they are no longer fun- 
ny butare truly saddening. 

‘That's why lately 1 couldn't help but ruminate 
why I am stuck here, when about half of UP Col- 
lege of Medicine Batch '85 are practicing abroad 
{at least still as doctors, although one, 1 heard, 
has shifted to nursing). Do I stay as a doctor be- 
cause at least I still manage to be a doctor, that is, 
to look and live like one, reside in a decent house, 
drive a car, send my children to good schools? 
‘The trouble with our society is, if you are a doctor 
and you can't afford even these basic necessities, 
people think maybe you are small-time. 

"То be a nurse abroad when you are already a li- 
censed doctor in the Philippines is not an easy 
thing to do. For one, you take the risk of being 
wrongly judged. Some use it only as stepping 
stone; some make it a permanent career. Nursing 
is a health care profession that is not necessarily 
lower in rank to being a physician. It just happens 
to be a different aspect of care. It is not right to 
say that when a doctor chooses to become a 
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nursa, he is demeaning himself. Or we fall into 
the notion of stereotyping occupations, which is 
not healthy. We must remember that although 
nurses are subordinate to doctors, when a nurse 
assumes an administrative position in a health 
care institution, he/she also becomes superior 
over a doctor. What is unfair and incorrect is 
when doctors-tumed-nurses go beyond the occu- 
pational boundaries and duties, which is already 
becoming a major complaint of many countries. 

1 stayed for the same reasons others have 
left—family I happened to have a diabetic father 
‘who valued more the presence and care of a doc- 
tor-daughter than anything my leaving could 
have given them. I also happen to be married to 
someone who is professionally grounded locally. 
We feel our children are getting here the best edu- 
cation, which is globally competitive. Where their 
destiny will bring them someday is something 
that is for them to freely determine. 

‘What is happening now to us Filipino doctors is a 
symptom of a societal disease and the cause is mul- 
ti-factorial. It is a reason for alarm not only for the 
health care system but even for legislators. Know- 
ing doctors as a species are nearing extinction, our 
legislators must take note of the plight of our local 
doctors and create laws and policies that wil uplift 
them. Today is the time to resuscitate a dying pro- 
fession or it would be too late. Legislators must help 


physians find meaning, reward and digni 
еге where our service most counts. At this hour, 
we deserve more than the Medical Malpractice Bill. 

Perhaps Lam still stuck to being a physician here 
because I have managed not to get demoralized by 
our local situation. That is, at least I still get to do 
what I am meant to do as a person, doing things 
relevant and meaningful. That is, 1 still manage to 
be happy if not necessarily contented. Years ago, I 
landed back into medical school asa clinical profes- 
‘sot. Now as the prefect of students, more than ever 
T realize that we in the academe have to find ways 
to inspire these doctors-to-be not only to be good 
doctors but to be doctors for the right reasons. We 
now screen very well as early as during admission 
interview the medical students’ intentions. 1 tell 
them, “If you are just being forced, assert yourself 
цон. If you want fast ROI, forget it. If you want. 
prestige, all the more forget it. If you want mean- 
ing, by all means, we welcome you here. 

Being a doctor is a healing craft like no other. It 
is about saving and preserving lives. Lives, which, 
although oftentimes defined and limited by fi- 
nances, can never be equated to it. It is about alle- 
viating pain and improving quality of life where 
death is eventually inevitable. Thats what gives 
our profession its value. Its dignity. Its uniqueness. 
Itis about caring for lives of key people who can do 
something for the society that nobody else can. It 
isabout caring for the life ofa creature that maybe 
the very least to society but most valuable to God. 

Fixing the body or the mind, a doctor, whether 
һе likes it or not, touches even the emotion and 
the spirit. Thats what gives it its almost magical 
dimension. It isa science as well as an art. And to 
perform this craft where it is most needed and 
called for gives it its greater essence. 


Comments to bambiharper@yahoo.com 
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Where's the heart? 
WHAT can I say about a 23-year-old boy who died? His death 
wasn't romantic. It was tragic. : 

Itwas on a Thursday afternoon, right after returning from і 
my.break, when I received a text message which read, | 
“...patay na c aron.” I am not sure if it was really obscenely : 

the office, but at that instant, I felt like the tempera- ! 
ture at the exact spot where I was seated had dropped close : 
to zero. My entire | 
body began to shiv- t 
er. There was no one 
with whom I could YouNc BLoop 
share my grief. 

Ria ues MAD Dr 
earlier, mymomand Ё. Delgado 
Mesa Thad beet We want to know what the young 
id ano daya before аге thinking about. What are their 

thoughts on current issues? We 
that he had prob- шта A 
ibat he Had Prob, welcome contributions from the 
Ka aa dar ‘entysomething and below. Ed. 
is, i 

Now, I often have these pseudo-chitchats in my mind. Ies 
my way of testing the words I'm about to say, some kind of a | 
prototype conversation. Anyway, if someone heard me then, | 
he'd probably have smacked me on the head for thinking like | 
а complete idiot. Because thought, "Boy, youlooksick" — | 

An annoyed litle voice inside my head replied, “He! 
should. He is sick.” 

And indeed he was. | 

Aaron and I had known each other for 11 years, but we 
were never friends. We never became friends. We hadn't 
even had a decent five-minute conversation ever. — *& 

Ош connection is bound by the same element that holds 
together the members of a normal family: oblique, filialiove. 
(Note that in my vocabulary “normal,” when pertaining to! 
"family" is synonymous to “dysfunctional,” which explains! 
the "bond" despite the lack of tali") 

Look at it this way: Aaron was like a brother to me, And i 
now that he's gone, I feel like I've lost a brother. й 

But don’t be fooled. We never had those warm brotherly- | 
sisterly times together. We just knew that in some unexplain- 
able way, we were related. However, our interaction was lim- 
ited to "Kakain na," "Ang mommy ko (mo)?" "Oo nga;no?" 
“Hindi ko alam," “Sige.” You get the picture. 

We once spent a youthful summer together, though. Along 
with my siblings and his sibling, we joined a volleyball; 
league held in the street where my family and his family used | 
to live. He hated me for missing points by not running after | 
the ball. I hated him back for being harsh. 

Sometimes, I thought that he was crazy. That same Sum- 
mer, he hit his chin on the edge of a table. It bled so much 
that his mom rushed him to the hospital. The moment he 
stepped out of the emergency room with a stitched chin, he, 
shouted out with a matching gesture, “Superman!” 

Despite that, Td still say he wasn't the worst kid his age, 
but know he wasn't the best student his age either. He went ; 
to school for the fun of it, not for the need of it. There was; 
even a time when 1 doubted if he could read 1,000 different” 
words or even write his own name. It's mean of me, I know. 
Its just that I wondered why even if we started high school" 
together (we attended different schools, though), he seemed" 
to have been trapped there. 

Wie parted ways when his family moved to the province. i 

le did I know that I would have the opportunity to be? 
with them frequently during my college years. I ended up! 
attending a university in the same province where: they | 
had transferred. 

He would drive his mom to my dormitory for leisurely vis- 
its. Sometimes I was the one who went to their house. 

1 did not see him or the rest of his family for a while, 
when I decided to be like him temporarily. (Translation: 1 
took the time off from school, too.) Later, I learned that he, 
got his girlfriend pregnant after he told my Ate, over the; 
phone, that he was in the house of his “biyenan.” He said it 
like it was a joke. " 

At 18, he became a dad to a boy who looked exactly like! 
him. 

We grew up. 

He grew up. He used to be shorter than me, but soon no-i 
ticed that he was already inches taller. ' 


I grew up. I managed to convince myself that school was 
important. I finished college. 

He didn't. 3 ] 

‘We both grew up їп two different ways. Aaron was the pic-) 
ture ofa carefree kabataan. He went through his day without: 
any realistic plans for his future. He lived like Peter Pan, at! 
least as far as I knew. Which made it hard for me to see him, | 
for the first time, sort of deflated in a hospital bed. Же! 

1 guess, he found himself a comfortable position when he} 
decided to give us a basic lesson in anatomy. He said, "Nandi-! 
to pala ang puso,” pointing to the left side of his stomach. 

His Kuya and | laughed. 

He was serious. “Nung inexamine ako sa-E.R., dito nilai 
pinakinggan ang tibok ng puso ko,” he explained. H 

1 quipped, “Nalipat na pala ang puso? Ay kaya 'yan| 
masakit.” 

Tehoughe it was really funny. 

The doctors were supposed to repair the two valves in| 
Aaron's heart, but due to complications, they fixed three. | 
Aaron fought with all his will but his body lost. Two days af. | 
ter the operation, his freshly mended heart stopped beating. 

Upon learning that he was gone, the first thing thai 
popped inside my head was the idea that he could have died, 
without knowing where his heart was. It made me sad. 

Twonder ТЇЇ die that way, too, expiring without knowing! 
where my heart really is. I don't know which one is worse,| 
dying without knowing where your heart is or living without] 
knowing where itis 

‘The last time I saw Aaron alive, he asked me to accompa-| 
ny him to the hospital recovery room where a nurse wast 
taking him. He was scheduled to watch a video explaining; 
what happens to a patient after undergoing an open-heart} 
surgery. I doubt if he watched it at all. He kept on vomiting 
air the whole time. He barely ate anything so he barely 
threw up anything. 

1 knew that no matter how unserious a person he used to 
be, he was definitely seriously ill 

{never comforted Aaron or gave him any concrete form о!) 
moral support during my last visit. 1 didn't know how. Рп] 
just not good at easing people's pain—at least, people whe 
are suffering from first-degree pain. 

Tleft without bidding him goodbye. I left without let 
ting him know where his heart was. But maybe I wasn’l 
meant to do so. * 

When I think about it now, I don’t think 1 am entjrely 
sure where people's hearts are. I do not even know when 
mineis. 


Mary Tyrene L. Delgado, 24, isa communication arts graduate| 
of the University of the Philippines Los Baños. 
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T 
"THE PLAN proposed by Dr. Jaime Galvez- 
‘Tan to "regulate" the “exodus” of Filipino 
doctors and nurses may be well-inten- 
toned but it is ill-conceived and grossly 
xinfair to them. 
: Like everyone else, these doctors and 
idurses are merely seeking a better life for 
liemselves and their children. They apply 
бг jobs abroad simply because the jobs 

iare offered to them here do not com- 
ensate them properly for their skills and 
taining. The way to keep them in the 
country is for those who desire their ser- 
vices to pay them enough. It would be un- 
reasonable and oppressive to force them 
to stay in this country by making it di 

Ìt for them to leave or by imposing con- 
“ditions on countries that want to 
them. That solution is out-and-out dis- 
‘riminatory: By what right should we pre- 
bnt any of our citizens from trying to bet- 
têr his or her lot? These people invested 


E 


Play it from 


timê and resources in their education and 
training; why should anyone begrudge 
them the right to reap a fair reward for 
this? 

Besides, I think that Dr. Galvez-Tan 
fails to see that his solution is extremely 
short-sighted. IF doctors and nurses are 
prevented from leaving the country, then 
the number of Filipinos taking up nursing 
would drop to almost nothing (as it did in 
the mid-90s when there were few over- 
seas jobs for nurses). The only reason 
many Filipinos are taking nursing today is 
the surge in overseas recruitment (partic- 
ularly for the United Kingdom and In 
Jand) beginning in 1999. Lets face it: en- 
rollment (in some courses) is driven 
mainly by overseas demand. The benefit 
for the country is that, invariably, more 
people will get educated and trained than 
will be hired for jobs abroad. Thus, the 
demand for, say, Filipino nursing skills by 
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other countries really leads (almost para- 
doxically) to more nursing skills being 
available in this country: 

Essentially, the exodus of Filipino 
skilled workers (nurses, teachers, engi- 
neers, programmers, etc.) to other coun- 
tries means that we are able to export our 
educational and training services to these 
other countri isa good not a 
bad—thing, L 
export busine 
We must realize that regulation and poor- 
ly thought-out initiatives (like that of Dr. 
Galvez-Tan) are already making this in- 
dustry lose its market share not only to 
Asian countries, like India, China, Thai- 
land and Vietnam, but also to the Eastern 
European countries. If we lose out, the 
Philippines will definitely be worse off. 

—RENÉ B. AZURIN, 
UPDiliman, 
rba@ceruleansoftware.com 
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GMA scared of red flags 


IN THE INQUIRERS item last Oct. 14, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo said “when 
the red flags start coming out and de- 
manding the ouster of anybody, that’s ће 
least effective thing.” The President stat- 
ed these words in response to the clamor 
for the ouster of Winston Garcia from the 
Government Service Insurance System. 

With those words, Ms Arroyo insulted 
people's organizations which use red 
flags to identify their militant and pro- 
gressive character. 

Though she had asked the Presidential 
Anti-Graft Commission to investigate 
Garcia, Ms Arroyo is actually. trying to 
save him by using the red scare to discred- 
it the people and groups legitimately 
campaigning for his ouster. It is widely be- 
lieved that Ms Arroyo is soft on Garcia be- 
cause the GSIS head helped Ms Arroyo to 
win in Cebu in the lastelections. 

Anyway, | would like to ask the Presi- 


hero Andres Bonifacio and the Katipunan 
used the red flag as a symbol of the Fil- 
ipino people's revolutionary struggle for 
national liberation and democracy 
against Spanish colonialism and, later 
against US imperialism. 

Ms Arroyo should know that ће major- 
ity of the groups that fought hard against 
the corrupt Estrada administration and 
catapulted her to the presidency used the 
red fla 

1 think Ms Arroyo hates the red flag 
groups, especially those espousing gen- 
wine freedom and democracy because 
she is afraid that—with the deepening fis- 
cal crisis and hunger our people have 
been made to suffer by her unparalleled 
subservience to foreign interests, coupled 
with her administration's brazen corrup- 
tion—the Filipino people, especially the 
poor, will march once again on the streets 
and rally around these progressive red 
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dent, whats wrong with the red flag? 
Why is she so allergic to it? Is Ms Arroyo 
afraid of the symbol and message of that 
color? 

May 1 remind the President that our 


flag groups and, like what the people did 
to the corrupt Estrada regime in 2001, 
oust her. 
-GEORGER SAN MATEO, 
gsanmateoQyahoo.com 


Yabang’ plates 


IT seems many people, gullible as they are, be- 
соте suckers when it comes to get-rich-quick 
schemes, easier way to enter heaven, instant 
ways to achieve beauty and proportion and, 
now, bringing prestige. 

Look at the proliferation of pyramid scams, 
illegal recruitment agencies, religious sects 
and change-thatlook clinics. 

Ladmire the versatility and creativeness of 
the people behind the “vanity plates” (transla- 
tion: “yabang plates") idea. They tickle the 
vanity of some people to raise funds (kuno) to 
ease the fiscal crisis. Again, I admire their 
truthfulness by using the word “vanity.” 

Sporting these vanity plates on their flashy 
cars could invite holdupmen, kidnappers, 
hoodlums and bad elements. It is like saying 
“Hey, look, 1 am rich. I can afford to buy 
P50,000 to P150,000 plates.” From the hood- 
lums, the obvious answer would be “Pare, so- 
brang yaman ito. Tirahin ndtin (This one is su- 
per-rich. Lets get him).” 

1 сап only hope I am wrong, but expect our 
police to add more crimes to their list, 

—RICARDO D. DIZON, 
28 Molave St, 
Marikina Helghts, Marikina City 


An NFA for social 
service, not for profit s 


INTHE LIGHT of criticisms against the "losses" 
of the National Food Authority, please allow us 
to explain: 

As a government corporation, the NEAS 
mandates—food security during emergencies 
and calamities; and rice supply and price stabi- 
lization—are focused on social service rather 
than income-generation. 

То ensure food security, the NFA maintains a 
rice buffer stock all over the country equiva- 
lent to 15 days national consumption or about 
400,000 metric tons. These are stored in 
strategically located warehouses so that when 
a calamity strikes, people in affected areas will 
have access to the basic staple. 

Supply and price stabilization on the other 
hand, is done by buying palay in surplus-pro- 
ducing provinces and by distributing rice in 
deficit areas. 

In the last four years (2000 to 2003), the 
NFA released a total of 393,822 bags of rice for 
victims of natural calamities through various 
relief agencies. 

Palay production is the livelihood of more 
than two million Filipinos, most of whom are 
marginal farmers. On the other hand, rice is 
the nation’s staple food. It constitutes about 
10-20 percent of the average Filipino family’s 
consumption expenditure, 

Because the majority of Filipinos buy food 
on a daily basis, the stability of rice prices is 
crucial in ensuring that the poor man's budget 
can afford to buy what is needed to survive. 

Although a government-owned and -con- 
trolled corporation, the NFA is no different from 
the usual government agencies designed to pro- 
vide service to the people. Its only advantage as 
a government corporation is the flexibility in its 
financial transactions. When budgetary allot- 
ment is delayed, the agency can borrow from 
banks to finance its operations. It can also use. 
its revenues to effectively respond to urgent sit 
uations, such as calamities, and to go into do- 
mestic palay procurement when farm gate 
prices suddenly drop. If the NFA had to rely 
solely on congressional allocation, which is gen- 
erally lower than what is actually needed, it 
may never be able to effectively exercise its 
mandates in a timely manner. 

The NFA agrees that it cannot cling to the 
status quo. As early as 2001, its management 
initiated a study on how to effectively reengi- 
neer the agency to make it more suitable and 
responsive to present needs. A product of this 
endeavor is а proposed bill now awaiting 
Congress’ approval 

‘The question of whether or not the NFA is 
still relevant should boil down to whether or 
not its mandates are still important for the 
country and the public. We appreciate Budget 
Secretary Emilia Boncodin's view that the 
NEAS case is different from other GOCCs be- 
cause it is governments policy to subsi- 
dize—not make money from its mandates of 
food security and stabilization. We are happy 
some lawmakers and opinion makers have ex- 
pressed similar enlightened views on this so- 
cial role of the NFA. 


LC-45GX6U 


—REX C. ESTOPEREZ, 
director, 

Public Affairs Department, 

National Food Authority, 

Matimyas Bldg., 

301 E. Rodriguez Sr. Avenue, Quezon City 
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Abaya bows out with fury, lashes out at media, pols 


From page Al 


“Te is an insult to our fighting p 


troops when the [AFP] is solely 


ommend to me that he should be 
the president of an important 
government corporation,” Ms Ar- 
royo said in a speech during the 
turnover ceremony at Camp 
Aguinaldo. 

Abaya's new post, however, 
will pit him directly against 
low retired generals and their 
families, who are waging a legal 
battle with the BCDA for the 
P12-billion property of the Joint 
US Military Advisory Group (Jus- 
mag) in Fort Bonifacio. 


blamed for the resurrection of a 
multidimensional problem like 
insurgency," he said. "It is cruel to 
fault the AFP's right-hand efforts 
when civilian counterparts fall 
short in the left-hand effort of de- 
livering services, resulting in the 
failure to preserve and build on 
the gains, paid for by the blood of 
the Filipino soldier.” 
Addressing 

Abaya said he had assumed the 
post as AFP chief with her “рго- 
fuse praise.” 


the President, 


"But I know that I will be leav- 


Catching fire 

In his farewell speech, Abaya 
said the media had been fueling 
the crisis instead of helping the 
AFP resolve the raging corruption 
scandal, 

“Coup attempts, like corrup- 
tion scandals, have a way of 
catching fire, destroying reputa- 
tions and destabi 
tions, especially with the sensa- 
fionalism that has come to char- 
litterize the media,” he said. 
Turning his eyes on reporters 
covering the turnover cere- 
montes, he said: “I do not have a 
prescription, but let me para- 
phrase the [Davide] Commis- 
sion's recommendation: ‘The res- 
olution of the dilemma faced by 
media in crisis reporting lies 
more in the media itself rather 
than government regulations ... 
Because the preferred option is 
self-regulation and self-disci- 
pline, media should proceed with 
their initiatives in formulating 
their own ethical standards.” 

Abaya also chided “fellow 
workers” in the government who 
would аге” that the mili- 
tary was intentionally prolonging 
the fight against insurgency “be- 
cause war-fighting has become a 
money-making business,” 

e 


No jewelry, no 
Golez in AFP 
turnover rites 


‘From page Al 


lies, 


Page Al.) 


Diomedio 


Iraq) 


legations of corruption in the military and the 
alleged accumulation of ill-gotten wealth by 
former AFP comptroller Maj. Gen. Carlos баг. 
ia. Golez is a graduate of the US Naval 
“Academy in Annapolis and an adopted mem- 
ber of the Philippine Military Academy Class 
of 1970. 

Observers said the dress worn by Lorna 
‘Abu, wife of the incoming AFP chief of staff 
‘was more fashionable than the rest, but nev- 
ertheless, remained simple compared to the 
dresses worn by other wives in previous pa- 
rades, 

In a speech she delivered recently before 
the Senate, Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago 
charged that a parallel group, composed of 
wives of senior military officers, was actively 
involved in "institutionalized" corruption in 
the military. 

Santiago said wives of senior officers, led 
by the chief of staff, received a cash reward of 
around P100 million which they used to buy 
expensive jewelry, luxury vehicles and to pay 
or their dance instructors and trips abroad. 

‘Santiago also said the women were easy to 

spor because they colored their “salt-and-pep- 
per" hair, 
Susan Abaya, wife of the outgoing AFP 
‘chief, and Lorna Abu had "aken exception to 
Santiago" ..:ark., ' :.ying that the wives 
were involved in any corruption in the mili- 

m 


‘Gang of 12 

Earlier, Santiago said a “Gang of 12” com- 
posed of the chief of staff and members of the 
J-staff were involved in widespread graft and 
‘corruption which had resulted in a P2-billion- 
a-year loss in the military's budget. 

Observers said parades in GHQ (general 
headquarters) 'ad become т... -.mple since 
Abaya took over the AFP in April last year. 


No 'flybys" 

But this year’s traditional change of com- 
jand was austere. PMA cadets were. по 
"longer assigned to march in the parade and to 
“hold up the colors, Omitted, too, was the pa- 
ade of armored units and members of the 
“special operations battalions wearing face 
‘paint and camouflaged uniforms while carry- 
‘ing the latest high-powered assault weapons. 

Gone as well, were the "fybys" of the 
Philippine Air Force. 

In one change of command parade, a heli- 
copter flew above the parade grounds with a 
‘large farewell banner to the outgoing chief of 
„staff, Not this time. 

Even the snacks served after the parade at 
the AFP Commissioned Officers’ Club (AFP- 
COC) were simple, 


Sorely missed wines 

Guests were served fried chicken, kinilaw 
па isda, bread, strips of turnips and carrots, 
„dipped in mayonnaise, juice and soft drinks, 
‘Borely missed were the usual Japanese sushi, 
prawns, fruits galore, wines and spirits. 


High spirits 

Atthe traditional refreshments 
at the AFP Officers Clubhouse, 
Abaya was in high spirits as he 
posed for 
itary officials and their fami- 


“Tomorrow I will sleep the 
whole day," he told reporters, 
Normally a joyous occasion, 
the turnover ceremony was sim- 
ple, even austere. (See story on. 


Abaya's predecessors—Angelo 
Reyes (now interior secretary), 


Cimatu (now special envoy to 
and Dionisio 
go—were noticeably absent, 
Another ex-chief of staff, Ben- 
jamin Defensor, attended the 
turnover ceremony but did not 


ing this office scorned either by 
those who were adversely affect- 
ed by our reforms, or those whose 
high expectations they felt failed 
to measure up to,” he said, 

He added in a voice full of 
emotion: “But I have never as- 
pired tobe popular, or to be great, 
“And in the twilight of my career, I 
am contented with the thought 
that I did my duty to the best of 
my abilities.” 


pictures with retired 


ine 


tentatious lives. 


Villanueva, Коу 


Santia- 


Moral ascendancy 

The wife of one of the ranking 
officials yesterday told the Inquire 
mn that “since we have said our 
piece, [we will now] shut up.” 

In her own speech at the 


AFR 
She 


terity measures, 
salaries for 


his term. 


turnover ceremony, Ms Arroyo 
characterized her appointment 
of Abaya in April 2003 because. 
of his "moral ascendancy to un- 
dertake reforms" as one of her 
"important strategic decisions 
to drive reform deeper" in the 


lauded his 
ments—success in the antiterror 
campaign, reforms in military 
procurement, more effective aus- 

and 
soldiers—and 
claimed affinity with his anguish 
over the corruption scandal that 
hounded him in the last weeks of 


“I could feel his pain as we 


few,” the President said, 


Dispute over Jusmag 


But while Abaya might have 
left behind the scandal on the 
unexplained wealth of ranking 
military officials, his next task 
is to continue to assert the gov- 


achieve- 


ernment's 
35-hectare 


higher right to 


tion program. 


spoke about being scorned, but 1 
do not believe, and I do not think 
any of you believe, that General 
Abaya is scorned, except by a 


Jusmag property 
that could generate at least P12 
billion in revenues for the BC- 
DA and for the AFP moderniza- 


If the Supreme Court upholds 


FULSOME praise for the outgoing Chief of Staff беп, Narciso Abaya (left) came from President Arroyo. At right is former President Fidel 
Ramos, who had also been AFP chief of staff. 


partake of the refreshments, 

Defensor is the younger broth- 
er of Senator Santiago, who has 
accused unnamed generals’ wives 
of being part ofthe “institutional 

corruption in the AFP 

Abaya's wife Susan, as well as 
Lorna Abu, wife of the new AFP 
chief of staff, have called on San- 
tiago to name names, They also 
denied that they were living os- 


EDWIN BACASMAS 


the government's right and junks 
the land titles held by members of 
the Southside Homeowners Assg- 
ciation Inc.--wives of retired mil 
itary officials who facilitated te 
takeover of the property in 
1991—Abaya would have to evict 
some of his past superiors and 
colleagues. 

Among those with houses dn 
the property are former AFP 
chiefs of staff Villanueva, 
Cimatu and Defensor; Gregorio 
Camiling and Ernesto Carolina, 
both retired lieutenant gener- 
als; Maj. Gen. Alfonso 
Dagudag; and Philippine Na- 
tional Police Director General 
Edgar Aglipay. 


the 


Abu's 1st act: Scrap AFP comptrollership 


From page Al 


Hatandatory-retirement age ofs56. 
"Abu himself isset to retire in June, 

He said that he would go after cor- 
ruption in the military, and that “the full 
force of the law” would be brought to 
bear on all officials found guilty of graft 
and corruption, "be ita ranking general 
oraleast ranking soldier.” 

“Graft and corruption has no place in 
our ranks," he said, adding: 

“The AFP has no place for people 
who taint its honor and break its noble 
tradition.” 


Mission order 

President Macapagal-Arroyo herself 
announced the mission of the new AFP 
chief of staff: Oversee Garcia's court- 
martial, dispense military justice to the 
corrupt and cleanse the command, 

She said choosing Abu for the post was 
the third most important component of 
reforms in the military that she had inst 
tuted, the first two being the previous ap- 
pointment of Abaya and ofthe civilian de- 
fense secretary, Avelino "Nonong" Cruz. 

Ms Arroyo vowed to recover stolen 
wealth, prosecute grafters whoever 
they were, and shield the rest of the mil- 
itary from dishonor. 

She also said that everybody was part 
of the “cycle of corruption and cyni- 
cism,” and that all must join hands to 
root out the “festering and entrenched 
culture of corruption” if the country 
were to emerge from the economic 
mess and usher in progress, 


4new offices 

Later in an ambush interview, Abu 
ified that the four functions of J-6 
‘would be delegated to four new offices 
under his office: those of the comptroller, 


of resource and management, of the in- 
temal auditor, and of accounting. 

‘These offices will handle internal au- 
dit, planning, programming, budget- 
ing, comptrolling and accounting. Bud- 
geting for the AFB the primary function 
of J-6, will be the task of the resource 
and management office. 

Abu said he hoped to “strengthen 
check and balances" among the four of- 
fices that would handle the funds of the 
military, He said his new setup would 
mean there would be no new offices in 
theJ staff, 

"These [four new offices] will be dis- 
tinct from each other and not under one 
group anymore,” he said, adding that 
each office would be responsible to him. 

“That means, if one does something 
funny, I will be included because I am re- 
sponsible for them. If there is corruption 
in any of the offices, I will be hanged for 
that, Malalagot ako diyan,” he said. 

‘Abu said the top brass had been con- 
templating the abolition of J-6 for a 
Jong time now. 

“But we did not want to do this sud- 
denly, But there was an opportunity; we 
had a mandate. So this is it," he said, 


‘Sterling’ exploits 

Inher speech before officers and sol- 
diers, their families, legislators, and 
other officials and guests, Ms Arroyo 
spoke proudly of Abu, the former com- 
manding general ofthe Army: 

“I don't know how well the public 
knows General Abu as of now, but the 
soldiers know him well. His exploits in 
the field—from Mindanao in the 1970s 
toa light armored brigade to Edsa Dos 
to Malacaiiang's Task Force Libra in 
2002 and Makati's Oakwood [mutiny] 
counter-operations in 2003--were all 
sterling and triumphant. 


“Now the weight of promulgating 
military justice bears heavily on the 
shoulders:of the new chief of staff. He. 
‘will oversee the court martial of Major 
General Garcia as well as the investiga- 
tion of other officers similarly suspect- 
ed of graft, 

"General Abu, as we have seen in 
your stint as head of the Army and in 
your previous commands, you have the 
political will and the decisiveness. And 
now you have the singular mission of 
transforming the insidious attempts to 
besmirch the command into an oppor- 
tunity to execute our fresh wave of 
sweeping reforms, 

“As I congratulate you, I urge you 
maintain that steady and straight line 
behind the flag.” 

The President expressed gladness 
that in his acceptance speech, Abu gave 
his commitment to stamping out cor- 
ruption whether among military offi 
cers or in the system itself, "like the abo- 
lition of J6," the post where Garcia sup- 
posedly enriched himself 

“Indeed you have a heavy task, Gen- 
eral Abu, In this heavy task you have my 
full suppor,” she said, 


Critical moments 

In his own speech, Abu, a 1972 grad- 
uate of the Philippine Military Academy 
said the AFP was “experiencing critical 
and defining moments.” 

"It is unfortunate that the integrity 
and honor of the organization have been 
placed under a cloud of suspicion be- 
cause of the misdeeds of a few,” he said. 

He also said he would “implement 
the restructuring of the logistics and 
comptroller system as embodied in the 
Philippine Defense Reforms.” 

He added: “This is to ensure sustained 
capability buildup of our forces and opti- 


mize the utilization of ourlimited financial 
resources. It will put in place a stronger 
check and balance system that will pro- 
mote accountability and transparency. 

"While this is a great time to be à Pies 
dier, I hasten to add that today is also 
the most challenging time as well. As an 
organization, we are challenged to lead 
and succeed in these extraordinarily 
difficult times. Our developing country 
has inherent vulnerabilities.” 


Cancer Ы 

Ms Arroyo aid the root cause of the 
situation today was the “festering, en- 
trenched culture of corruption." 4 

“Like a cancer, it must be cut outjf 
the patient is to survive, and I'm glad 
that Abu gave words as strong as that” 
she said. "We must collect stolen richgs 
and put people on trial for their crimi- 
nal behavior, whoever they are, whet- 
ever they work and live.” 

"We cannot ask the people to sacti- 
fice if the government and the rich get 
away with crimes that hurt the people 
and the nation,” she added. 

The President also assured the soldiers 
that the investigation of corruption in the 
military was being matched by deter- 
mined efforts to give benefits to them, who 
Were the ones serving in the front ines. 

She said the increase in soldiers’ pay 
would not be affected by the gover- 
ment austerity measures. ri 


Soldiers' pay И 
“1 can assure our soldiers, contrary to 
‘those who are trying to drive a wedge be- 
tween you and me, that your full imple- 
mentation of your salary increases wil 
continue to be carried ош," she said. 
Soldiers have complained that 
pay increase had yet to be given to ей 
since it was ordered in 2001. H 


Sonate to take over Garcia probe if House drops it 
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House hearings, there has been a no- 
table slackening of interest among his 
colleagues. Last Wednesday, only Golez 
and three other legislators showed up 
for the eighth installment of the hear- 
ings. 

Osmefia said De Venecia should not put 
pressure on the House committees to end 
the inquiry, “because i's not only General 
Garcia who is being investigated here but 
the entire AFP procurement system and 
the non-implementation of the Feliciano 
Commission. report which already out- 
lined all of the shenanigans as to conver- 
sion, washing, discretionary funds that are 
being spent without accountability” 

"The Feliciano Commission was the 
independent body that investigated the 
July 2003 attempted coup by junior 
military officers who cited official cor- 
ruption in the military, among other 
reasons, for their adventurism. 

Pimentel said there were still issues 
that strould be resolved by the House in- 


quiry Such as the allegations that Garcia 
did not aet alone but connived with oth- 
h military officials 

He said there were many things that 
a congressional inquiry could “go into 
in support of efforts to reform the ARR 
which may not be possible in very ad- 
versarial proceedings like a court mar- 
tial or Sandiganbayan trial.” 

The investigation would also serve to 
pressure Malacafiang and the AFP to 
prosecute the culprits and not let them 
getaway, headded. 

But administration Sen, Rodolfo Bia- 
zon, a retired general, agreed that the 
House should end its probe so the "judi- 
cial process” can be allowed to proceed. 


Probe of ‘Gang of 12’ * 
Even so, Biazon's national defense 
committee is all set to begin an investi- 
gation that will somehow touch on cor- 
ruption in the APP The committee will 
be holding public hearings on Sen. Miri- 
am Santiago's allegations concerning 
the systemic corruption in the military + 


which the feisty senator said was run by 
a "Gang of 12" led by the AFP chief. 

In Cebu City, a classmate of Garcia 
‘said he did not agree with a proposal 
‘from a group of Philippine Military 
Academy alumni to strike out the name 
of the controversial general from the 
PMAsalumni rolls. 

Chief Supt. Rolando Garcia, the po- 
lice director for Central Visayas, said 
deleting the general's name from the 
list of PMA graduates would not serve 
any purpose, 


No disowning Garcia 
“So you take out his name from the 
st, can you remove the fact that he 
graduated from the PMA? Can you take 
his being a PMA graduate away from 
him? No, so why do it at all?" said Gar- 
cia in a mixture of English and Filipino. 
A mother cannot disown a son just 
because he is accused of committing a 

crime, he said. 

The police official and the general 
not related although they both be- 
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long to PMA Class 1971 

Director Garcia said he believed the 
suggestion to remove General Garcia’s 
name from the PMA rolls did not come 
from their mistahs (classmates). — 7 

He likened the situation of General 
Garcia to that of other government off- 
cials who are also accused of corrup- 
tion—they cannot be disowned by the 
schools where they graduated from. + 


Not brother's keeper 3 
Asked if he was-not ashamed thgt 
General Garcia shared his sumame and 
was his classmate, the police general 
replied that one cannot choose one’s 
classmates, 7 
“Pm not my brother's keepei. Some of 
those who are pontificating probably 
cannot accept the situation. Like it or 
not, he is your classmate, you cám 
choose your friends bur not your class- 
mates or even your relatives, we cannot 
just drive them away,” he explained in 
Filipino. With a report from Jhunnex 
Napallacan, PDI Visayas Bureau a 
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Miriam sees red in AFP Afghan ... 


spokesman's extra star 


not defending the AFR for which he 
pretends to be the spokesperson, 
Не defending the vested, corrupt 
interest in the military" 

Santiago added that Adan had 
made the worst mistake of his 
professional career by disregard- 
ing and violating the constitu- 
tional provision that the civilian 
authority was at all 
supreme over the military. 

“Why should he react that way 
unless he's protecting himself? Per- 
haps he ha. 
record, or h. is part of the corrupt. 
militmy cabal that I denounced. 
Perhaps he is acting on the orders 
or instructions of a person higher 
than himself, and possibly equally 
corrupt than himself,” she stressed. 


Catfight 

Joining the catfight against 
Santiago were the wives of gener- 
als who had found support from. 
two lady lawmakers. 

Reps. Imee Marcos (KBL, По- 
cos Norte) and Darlene Antoni- 
no-Custodio (NPC, South Cota- 
bato) said in separate interviews 
that Santiago could have tainted 
the whole lot of generals’ wives 
when the administration senator 
sald, without providing specific 
cases, that military spouses were 
involved in the corruption in the, 
Armed Forces of the Philippines. 

Marcos, however, noted: “May 
rason din naman si Senator Santi- 
ago (She has reason to com- 
plain). Now that we are looking 
into graft and corruption in the 
AFR we might as well leave no 
stone unturned,” 

But Marcos also said: “There is, 
however, a need to name names 
and cite specific cases to be fair to 
the wives who are not involved.” 

Antonino-Gustodio noted that 
Santiago's claim about the role of 
some generals’ wives in corrupt ac- 
tivities should “serve as a reminder 
that spouses and families of mili 
tary officers shouldn't be involved 
їп any business undertaking relat- 
ed to their husbands’ profession.” 

"They must not serve as agents 
or contractors,” she said. 
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spokesperson Edilberto Adan for 
wearing a uniform whose shoul- 
der loop had a three-star insignia 
during Thursday nights inter- 
view over ABS-CBN's “Dong Puno 
Live.” 

"That gentleman, аез\ sing he 
is one, has no ri ating the 
collar of a thn" “зт general 
‘That is outrageous and a total dis- 
respect for the Commission on 
Appointments,” the senator said, 

She noted that Adan's promo- 
tion from major general, whose 
insignia is two stars, to lieutenant 
general had yet to be confirmed 
by the constitutional body. 

He should immediately take 
off the third star on his collar to 
save face “because he would nev- 
er become a three-star general,” 
according to Santiago, one of the 
24members of the CA. 


Blocking promotion 

At the organizational meeting 
of the commission on Wednesday, 
the senator had formally blocked 
the promotion of Adan, who was 
issued an ad interim appointment 
by Malacafiang on Oct. 20. 

But the matter had not been 
acted on since it was not on the 
commission's agenda, 

Under the Constitution, all ap- 
pointees of the President, includ- 
ing police and military officials 
with the rank of light colonel up, 
are subject to confirmation by 
members of the CA. 

In a letter to the CA, Santiago 
asked that Adan should not be 
confirmed because as spokesper- 
son of the Armed Forces, he had 
“acted ultra vires in speaking out 
for the corrupt generals whom 1 
attacked in my privilege speech. 
Tn using provocative language as 
a public official, General Adan 
has exhibited a readiness to go to 
verbal battle in order to improp- 
erly defend certain vested inter- 
ests in corruption in the AFP rais- 
ing the strong suspicion that he is 
part of institutionalized military 
corruption.” 


Way offline 

Adan, the former director of the 
Philippine Military Academy, had 
incurred the ire of the administra- 
tion senator on Tuesday when he 
told INQ7.net that “it was wrong 
for her to say that” the AFP was be- 
ing run bya “Gang of 12.” 

“it is am insult to the officer 
corps. That is a sweeping accusa- 
tion that is way offline,” said Adan 
who went to the extent of saying 
that Santiago was “only strength- 
ening the enemies of the state,” 

‘A furious Santiago then shot 
back, saying Adan should “forget 
about becoming a lieutenant gen- 
eral, If he wants to see the future, 
[he should] forget about staying 
in the Armed Forces,” 


Мате names 

Santiago earned the ire of certain 
wives of generals because of her 
statement that there were some 
spouses who served as conduits to 
military dealers and suppliers, 

‘The military wives, the senator 
said, used their commissions to pay 
for their high-living expenditures 
like foreign travel and purchase of 
luxury vehicles and jewelry. 

Santiago had questioned the 
right of generals’ wives in making 
public comments against her. 


Free country 

She also said thatit was nother 
job to name names and provide 
evidence, which she pointed out, 
was the responsibility of the exec- 
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dent will 
partment: * 
times 


his own corrupt 


spokesperson 


forms pulled 


day in Kabul. 


robbery,” 


gal weapons 


He sai 


utive branch. 


"Unfit, useless" 

She called Adan an "anony- 
mous little insect," the “lowest of- 
ficial in the food chain in the AFP" 
and “totally unfit and useless in 
the military.” 

She said Adan had no right to 
stay"a minute longer because he is 


Antonino-Custodio, 
disagreed with Santiago, "The 
spouses can speak if they are allud- 
ей to, This is a free country” she 
said, stressing that under normal 
circumstances, wives had no busi 
ness making public comments on 
the official affairs of their husbands, 


however, 


adding that any information about 

the condition of the hostages would 

henceforth be coming from the UN. 
Armed men in military uni 


UN-marked car and bundled 
them into a black four-wheel 
drive on Thursday afternoon, 
The three workers were em- 
ployed by the joint UN-Afghan 
election commission that over- 
saw Afghanistan's first presiden- 
tial election on Oct. 9. The abduc- 
tion took place just as UN officials 
announced the end of the vote 
count in the elections which gave 
‘US-backed interim leader Hamid 
Karzai an overwhelming victory. 


Taliban military wing 

‘The Jaishul-Muslameen (Army 
of Muslims), described by intelli 
gence officials as a new military 
wing of the former ruling Taliban 
regime that US-led forces ousted 
in 2001, claimed responsibility 
shortly after the abduction, 

Authorities said they have ar- 
rested three suspects late Thurs- 


“They have not confessed that 
they are linked to the kidnappers, 
but they have records of armed 
interior 
spokesperson Lutfullah Mashal 
told Agence France-Presse. 

"They were wearing ilegal military 
uniforms and they were carrying ile- 


From their features they look quite 
similar to the eyewitness descriptions, 

500 newly trained 
Afghan police commandos from 
an elite quick reaction unit were 
yesterday scouring Kabul and the 
mountainous Paghman valley 30 
km west of the capital where the 
arrests were made and the get 
away vehicle found. 

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, 
who “leamed with deep regret and 
dismay" about the abduction of the 
three workers, said that the UN was 
їп "close contact” with the authori- 
ties and was "hoping for" their im- 
‘mediate and unconditional release, 


Crisis Management Team 
In Manila, Asuque said officials 
of the Crisis Management Team, 
which has been reactivated and 
charged with coordinating the 
Philippines’ actions with the em- 
bassy in Pakistan and the UN, met 
early yesterday at the DFA and was 


July. (See Nayan story on Page 


Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
declined to take questions on the 
Nayan abduction and how gov- 
emment planned to handle it, 
telling reporters by text 1e age 
yesterday that “all cr 
related to the Afghanistan inci- 
апаке ‘rom the De- 


ation 


seign Affairs." 


‘When pressed, Bunye sald that 
the “difference here is that this in- 
volves three different nationalities. 
DFA officials said yesterday the 
UN would take the lead role in 
seeking the unconditional release 
of the hostages while the Philip 
pine government would merely, 
coordinate with the world body. 
“They are United Nations workers 
and of course, the main assistance or 
coordination move should be done 
by the United Nations,” said DBA 


headquarters in Makati 


‘TREATED to a Halloween party by the Inquirer were the children of its employees held on Friday at its 
f. There were games, prizes and goodies galore. 
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ANGELITO Nayan has а passion 
for international development 


Nayan, who was abducted last 
Thursday while working as a 
United Nations volunteer in the 
first-ever elections in srife-torn 
Afghanistan, relished advocacy 
and social development work. 

Before Afghanistan, he had 
worked as an election monitor in 
another dangerous area, Kosovo. 

When he was abducted by sus- 
pected Taliban militants in Kabul 
оп Thursday, Nayan was working 
for the UN Assistance Mission to 
Joint 
‘Committee, having taken a leave 
from his desk job at the Depart- 
fairs. 

"He was on the short list of 


process," said Gilberto Asuque, 
the DFA spokesperson. 

Nayan, 34, tooka BS Economics 
degree at the University of the 
Philippines in 1992 and еётей а 


He has a passion to help” 


postgraduate degree in intema- 
tional relations at the Intemational 


University of Japan in 1999. 


post for Filipino diplomats. 


Corporate Citizenship. 


Electoral 
elections in 2001, 


оп electoral 


velopment initiatives," 


work," she added, 


He passed the foreign service 
examinations in late 2003 and 
became an FSO IV the entry-level 


He worked for almost three 
years as a senior program off 

cer for the nongovernment or- 
ganization Philippine Business 
for Social Progress’ Center for 


While working at the PBSR 
where he wrote papers and de- 
livered lectures on corporate so- 
cial responsibility, Nayan also 
took a six-month leave to serve 
asa UN volunteer in the Kosovo 


“His passion is really interna- 
tional development work. He 
likes to help. He likes to help by 
taking part in international de- 
said 
Ruth Honculada, foundation af- 
fairs manager of the PBSP. 

"He did a lot of volunteer 


Even during his stint at the 
PBSP from Jantary 2000 to Oc- 
tober 2003, Nayan did a lot of 
advocacy work "to encourage 
the private sector to contribute 
to social development," Honcu- 
lada said. 

“He's very unassuming, hum- 
ble, down-to-earth. He's one of 
the most brilliant staff of the PBSP 
Hes regular guy, a good singer,” 
said Honculada. 

According to Honculada, Nayan 
had told friends at the PBSP in e- 
mail messages that he was finish- 
ing his stint in Afghanistan and 
planned to go on holiday in the 
United States before retuming to 
Manila before Christmas. 

After graduating from the UP in 
1992, Nayan worked as a legisla- 
tive officer for the Senate during 
the 9th Congress, serving as com- 
mittee secretary for finance and 
economic affairs, drafting bills and 
resolutions for legislation, and 
writing speeches for the then Sen- 
ate Majority Leader Alberto Romu- 
Jo, now foreign affairs secretary: 


tion with the UN,” 


without documents. tion. We're closely 


ly Asuque said. 


with Nayan's sister, 
DFA yesterday. 


said. 


“looking at all options in coordina- 
“This is a UN-coordinated ac- 


with the UN. Of course with the 
assistance provided by the Philip- 
pine mission to the United Na- 
tions in New York,” Asuque told a 
press briefing yesterday 

UN staff were also “attending 
to the concerns” of Nayan's fami- 


Romulo meets with family 
Foreign Secretary Alberto Ro- 
mulo had a closed-door meeting 


“The family appreciates of. 
course the information provided 
by the secretary of foreign affairs 
оп the measures that the DFA has 
taken, including the assistance 
extended by the UN,” Asuque 


Nayan's sister also relayed the 
family's request to the media to 
be left alone while coping with 
this "very difficult situation." 
“The family specifically re- 


coordinating 


dent,” Asuque said. 


Valley of bandits 


Grace, at the 


ligence offical said, 


quested that their privacy on the 
matter be respected by the media 
sw» That was the personal request 
given to the secretary of foreign 
affairs to enable them to cope 
with the concerns and challenges 
arising from this delicate inci- 


“We would appreciate it if the 
media would recognize their re- 
quest for privacy,” he added. 


Afghan intelligence officials 
said the four-wheel-drive the ab- 
ductors were believed to be in 
had been seen speeding toward 
the Paghman valley on Thursday, 
which has a reputation for kid- 
napping and banditry and is con- 
sidered an easy place to hide, 
Several Afghans have been ab- 
ducted in the past and taken to 
Paghman, and all thelr cases were 
solved privately and without po- 
lice involvement, an Afghan intel- 


‘The Jaishul-Muslameen claimed 
responsibility for the kidnappings 
by contacting Arabic satellite chan- 


vel Акен ЕЕС 
correspondent in neighboring Pak- 
istan on Thursday. 

p 


Mullah Omar Е: 
"Fighters from the Army of: 
Muslims have kidnapped ће? 
three UN workers,” the group's 
commander, Syed Akbar Agha; 
told the correspondent. A 
A senior Pakistani religious 
leader said Jaishul-Muslameen sz 
was the new military wing of the | 
Taliban, which US-led forces had Я 
written off as a spent force after 
they failed to disrupt the elec 
tions with promised violence, Es 
"It has been assigned the task off 1 
conducting military оретайоп 92 
against occupying forces (in.4 
Afghanistan), targeting foreign. 
nongovernmental organizations 5 
and people associated with them," #4 
said the religious leader, who had c: 
dose links with the Taliban. 6 
Mullah Omar, the hardliners 
fugitive spiritual leader, wasze: 
overall commander, with Agha its 
operational commander, he said. 
With a report from Reuters, AFP»; 


Missing ballots raise fears of election chaos in Florida 


From page Al 


were mailing substitutes for the ab- 
sentee ballots they claim were sent out 
but that voters apparently never re- 
ceived. 

The mounting controversy further 
fueled tension in the pivotal “state 
where President George W. Bush and 
Democrat John Kerry were in a virtual 
deadlock. 

An opinion poll out Thursday had 
Bush getting a three-point lead over Ker- 
ту nationwide, with 49 percent of the 
vote and only four percent of the voters 
undecided. 

‘The embarrassing incident came amid 
a string of lawsuits, claims of irregulari- 
ties and complaints about long early vot- 
ing lines. 

Florida had already taken center stage 
in thé Jast presidential election, when le- 
gal wrangling delayed the outcome for 
five weeks until the US Supreme Court 
halted vote recounts, leaving Bush with a 
537-vote lead that won him the state and 
the White House, 

Broward County's supervisor of elec- 
tions, Brenda Snipes, said her office 
had sent out 127,320 absentee ballots 
earlier this month, and that at least 
50,800 people received them and vot- 
ed. The others will now receive new 
ballots, she said. 

“This isn't a blame game, What we're 
concentrating on is getting the ballots to 
the voters,” she said as an investigation 
found no evidence of foul play. 


Missing munitions become Bush's “October surprise’ 


WASHINGTON—A huge munitions 
cache that has gone missing in Iraq is 
not exactly an election bombshell for 
President George W. Bush but it 
could be the unpleasant “October 
Sarprise" that taints many US cam- 
paigns. 

Defined in the Oxford English Dictio- 
nary as “an unexpected but popular po- 

ical act or speech made just prior to a 
November election in an attempt to 
win votes,” the “October surprise” 
threatens to fell an opponent at the fin- 
ish line, 

Political junkies also view an em- 
barrassing news story as an "October 


Authorities encouraged those who did 
not receive their ballots to take advan- 
tage of early voting, which started on 
Oct, 18. 


Outrage 

But Democrats expressed outrage and 
said many people who were out of the 
country would not get their ballots in 
time, 

They claim the Republican state gov- 
ernment, led by the presidents brother 
Jeb Bush, has failed to fully fix problems 
that led to the so-called “Florida fiasco" 
four years ago. 


surprise,” and some believe US head- 
lines over the 342 tons of explosives 
that disappeared from an Iraqi arms 
dump constitute just such a setback 
for Bush. 

Democratic rival John Kerry has 
made the missing munitions his key 
line of attack in the final days before 
"Tuesday's vote, 

Bush is on the defensive. But he is an 
“October surprise” veteran, 

“Four years ago, the late-breaking 
story which really allowed (Demo- 
rat) Al Gore to close the gap with 
Bush was the discovery of Bush's d 
ing-under-the-influence conviction, 


Authorities spent millions of dollars 
оп new touch-screen voting machines 
to replace the infamous punch-card 
ballot blamed for much of the 2000 fi- 
asco. 

But critics claim that because the ma- 
chines do not print out ballots, it would 
be impossible to conduct a manual re- 
count. ] 

‘The issue was taken to court, but a 
judge dismissed the case this week, say- 
ing that while a paper trai? would be 
preferable, he had no authority to order 
electoral offices to use printers. 

Both campaigns had urged anyone 


Elaine Kamarck, a professor at Har- 
vard University’s John F Kennedy 
School of Government and a former 
Gore adviser, said. 

Days before the 2000 election, the 
Bush campaign was forced into dam- 
age-control after a television channel 
reported Bush had been arrested in 
Maine in 1976 for driving under the in- 
Auence of alcohol. 

Kamarck and John Hulsman, a fel- 
low at the Heritage Foundation in 
Washington, said the story hurt 
Bush and dissuaded some Evangeli- 
cal Christians from voting for him. 

AFP 


who felt üncomfortable with the 
touch-screen machines to ask for absen- 
tee ballots. 

While no official figures were issued, 
the Orlando Sentinel said that more 
than 1.4 million people already had 
voted, and calculated that two million 
people, or 20 percent of the registered 
voters, will have done so by election 
day. 


Heavy turnout for Democrats 
‘Analysts say this suggests total 

turnout, which was 70 percent in 2000, 

could hit а new record and that this 


“BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


could play in favor of Kerry. t3 
“Traditionally heavy tumouts favorit} 
Democrats said Susan McManus of the zz 
University of South Florida, warning’ 
however that the race was too close toi 
call. d 
Тев going right down to the wire? 
againin Florida. In this kind of race, with 
so few voters left undecided, it comes ist 
down to three things: turnout, тштош' ГД 
and turnout," said Clay Richards, assis 2% 
tant director of the Quinnipiac Universi 
ty Polling Institute 3m 
Pointing to the massive turnout, the FZ 
influential Miami Herald on Thursdays 8 


‘urged electoral authorities to takes 


measures “to avoid an Election Day dis- 
aster.” Er 
"The governor and electoral officials 4 
should anticipate the nightmarish prob- %2 
Jems that record numbers of voters can 8, 
have on the system and prepare for it," zê 
the daily said in an editorial. ay 


Extend voting time? 7% 

Part of the solution, it said, may be tot f 
extend voting hours beyond the usual 7 
pm. closing time. 

Republicans, meanwhile, claim thou-, "3 
sands of invalid voter registrations have? 25 
been sent in by Kerry supporters, and 
have expressed concerns that sending & 4 
out duplicate absentee ballots opened €% 
thedoor to more fraud. d$ 

Both sides have deployed thousands; i 
of lawyers to Florida, ready to pounce ong, $ 
any perceived irregularity. APPS: 
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DSWD exec Baguio all prepared for ghost stories 


abducted 
+ By Frank Cimatu was gone and my door was 
in Cagayan PDI Northern Luzon Bureau SN мо 


BAGUIO CITY—At this time of conversation did not even 

fou nd dead the year this city can't help but strike me as odd until I was in 

look gothic. the shower! I didn’t tell anyone 

Fogatduskatany omerlamp- of my experience for a long 

TUGUEGARAO CITY—A top offi- post, add a man with an umbrella time, but 1 felt it would fit in 
ial of the Deparment of Social andanukay-ukay trench coatand here. 

Welfare and Development in Ca- you have the famous poster of The Alvendia House in Que- 

gayan who was abducted last week “The Exorcist.” zon Hill—It is now known as 

‘was found dead on Thursday in Get lost in any mini-pocket of “Paraiso sa Quezon” where you 

Barangay Fabrica in Lallo town. pine forest and you think you сап shoot pool, do karaoke and 

Police officials identified the vie- are being chased by the Blair drink beer overlooking the 
tim as Primitiva Cabrera, assistant Witch. Baguio panorama. Koreans con- 
provincial director of the DSWD. Real or reel, Baguio has been a verted the lower part into an Eng- 

‘Supt. Rodrigo de Gracia, Ca- subject of spiritual manifesta- lish language school. 
gayan police director, said they ar- tions, Remember the segment of ^ Telecommunications execu- 
rested one of the suspects, Franklin а ghost trilogy being replayed in tive Nonette Bennett, a spirit 
de la Cruz, 31, on Wednesday De the all-Filipino channel movie channeler, said the house had a 
1а Cruz was presented to local re- about an Igorot woman selling sad story involving a ghost in 
porters on Friday. those Cute stuffed Benguet dolls the family that didn't know it 

De Gracia said De la Cruz, who which turned out to be shrunken was dead. Poets love to hold 
identified himself as one Edwin Pe- bodies of those who were rude to their conventions there so we 
тайа, went to the DSWD provincial her? can forgive their horror sto- 
office to talk to DSWD provincial di- Ог maybe a true story about a ries. 
rector Edna Junio on Oct. 10. wife who confessed to having ‘The former Hyatt Terraces on 

However, Junio was not in her her husband killed after his sister South Drive —Hyatt collapsed 
office and De la Cruz instead had a trance during the wake like a deflated accordion during 
talked to Cabrera. and told the truth using the the 1990 earthquake. A friend 

De la Cruz introduced himself dead's voice? found this Spanish children’s 
as a New People's Army member Since you are here as part of book among the rubble and 
and claimed that he was seeking your semestral break or to get brought it home. He had a lucid 
financial help for two wounded away from the cemetery crowd, nightmare of being crushed by 
rebels who were taken to a near- then might as well refrain from heavy walls. 
by hospital and who were willing the usual haunts'and go into the One of the casualties in the Hy- 
to surrender to the government. тезі haunting tour. att apartelle was the young son of 

As agreed, Cabrera met Dela. Letus give you justa few: aColombian chef. 

Cruz at the Victory Liner bus ter- Сатр John Hay—We let an Wereturned to the ruins to join 
minal here on Oct, 19 supposedly American serviceman tell us his the Spirit Questors 10 years later. š Y s 
to help the NPA rebels, Story, which we got from There were tremendous spirit ALL PREPARED for the day of the dead, a man wearing a mask poses ina Baguio mall partly blocking an 

Instead Dela Cruz and hiscom- wwwghost.org. hobbe- callings back then. image of the Virgin Mary. VINCENT CABREZAPDI NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU + 
panions held Cabrera hostage. jo@aol.com: I was sent to Camp Writer Danton Remoto chan- 

Aboard а banca, they took her to John Hay in November 1990 on neled a gay spirit. „Another terMall--Thesemaybethebusi Casper, walked through walls few years ago and is now emp- 
Barangay Fabrica in Lallo. temporary duty. broughtinan ancestral spirit who est parts of the city but they, too, in this converted pre-war ty, except for the field office of 

Later that day, Gov. Edgar Lara Тһе damage of the earth- was in the lot before the hotel havea bloody past. house. the Department of Environ- 
reported to the police that here. quake was still evidenced by was built. According to oldtimers, the The disco has since been resold ment and Natural Resources at 
ceived a telephone call from a crushed hotels. When we ar- I talked to the caretaker who right side of the Center Mall was , and turned into a girlie and gay the basement. 
man who demanded that he pay rived, I was told to report for noticed nothing frightening dur- where the Kempetai or the Баг Drunken customers often en- “Although no one now walks 
P2 million in ransom for Cabrera, duty at 6 a.m. the following ing his watch—only thathisfight- Japanese terror police in World ter the strange stairways and the quiet halls of this once ele- 

De Gracia immediately formed day. I was rather upset about ing cocks would crow at crazy War П had their outpost and соте out of the different sets of gant building, many say that oth- 
three police teams to hunt the ab- this, as 1 had not brought an hours. many guerrillas and civilians bar or sometimes inside a VIP er unexplainable entities still do,” 
ductors. He said they also coordi- alarm clock with me, and I am Engines often die mysteriously were decapitated or stabbed . said Fernandez, 
mated with the Provincial Anti- not known for being an early at night along that section of there, Cathedral and The Questors are particularly 
Crime Emergency Response team. bird. South Drive and rev back to life a SM Baguio used to be where Baguio cemetery —The ceme- intrigued by the huge mirrors 

During the negotiations, the Му roommate and I were as- few minutes later (happened to the Pines Hotel was. This famous tery, of course, should not be left inside Casa Vallejo which, he 
suspects agreed to decrease the signed to a cabin, which had ustwice). landmark was burned one night out for obvious reasons. But said, are portals to the un- 
ransom money to P150,000. separate beds. I asked myroom- Others also told of meeting a іп 1984, killing dozens of people, didn't you know that ће ceme- known, 

They ordered Dixie Cabrera, the mate to wake me up in the couple of nuns or a woman only including American war veterans tery was the site of one of the Ambuklao Road—One gloo- 
victim's brother, to put the money morning and proceeded to bed. to find them gone when they look and their wives who happened to bloodiest battles between my night five years ago, a heli 
in a box and send it through the At 5 a.m., I was awakened bya atthe rearview mirror. be attending a reunion there Japanese and the Filipino copter was seen by people in this 
Rem-Marivi Bus Liner bound for Filipina standing at the door to White Hall in Teacher's then. forces? isolated road lowering something 
Dagupan City on Oct. 27. my room. She was telling me to Camp--Opened by the Ameri- Loakan Road—This road Мапу people died and fell on which turned out to be seven 

Police arrested De la Cruz wake up, it was time for me to cans in 1908, Teachers’ Camp going to Camp John Hay and the chasm beside my father’s headless bodies. 
when he was about to get the ran- go to work. wasatentcityforteachers.Itwas the Philippine Military Acade- grave, who also happenedtobea Their heads were later found. 
somat the bus terminal, T noticed she was muddy, and in 1913 when they built more my is known for its Lady of war veteran. Also, the cathedral People said the victims, reported- 

DeGraciasaidtheywereshocked she was severely injured and permanent structures which Loakan, who would ride atthe was where many residents ly fishpond workers in the 
when De la Cruz told them thatGer. bleeding profusely. She kept could have included White Hall. back of your car or cab without sought refuge at the end of Visayas, were summarily execut- 
туВатоѕ, the suspected grouplead- telling me to wake up, and 1 told This hall is dilapidated with its paying. World War ll. ed in Manila. 
ex had killed Cabrera also on Oct. her1 was awake, but she was hurt white paint feeling. You would also pass by a ceme- Editor Cecile Afable, who Because the event happened 
19 when she refused to call Lara. апа we needed to get her to a Convention goers had been tery with neat rows of crosses. 1 was there, said the Americans when “Blair Witch Project" was 

Ramos allegedly used a rock to hospital, she needed medical at- trading stories about mysterious have been told that no body was bombed the church on а the rage, people camped along 
hit Cabrera’s head five times. tention. voices and shadows inside the laid. Years ago, a pine tree stood wrong information given by a the road, hoping for the horrify- 

De Gracia said De la Cruz, a na- She told me it was too late for hall and no one dared enter its in the middle of the road. It was woman who said that ing thrill, 
tive of Lallo, told the police that her, but mot for me, ѕо1ћай bet- toilet alone. said to be enchanted and no опе Japanese soldiers were inside, А friend told us about seeing 
he was given amnesty as an NPA ter get to work. 1 asked her “What is little known is that dared cutit for fear of earning the killing many residents whose a thin man in leather trench coat 
rebel in 1998. what time it was, and she said it near the White Hall lies a geolog-  spirits' wrath. crypts were at the back of the walking there. It could be a 

Lara, along with Cagayan officials was 5 a.m. ic-magnetic disturbance docu- Spirit's Disco—This isan ex- church. ghost, he said. We had a laugh 
and social workers, condemned the 1 thanked her and reached mented by both geologists and ample of raking in while the Casa Vallejo--According to with that one, for everyone 
kiling and called Cabrera a hero for over to get my watch, which was paranormal investigators,” said spirits are strong. In the 1980s, Dion Fernandez, Casa Vallejo there knew it was rock star Joey 
sacrificing her life to help the needy оп the table by my bed. Sure Dion Fernandez, a member ofthe Spirits Disco was the rage ofthe wasan American inn and bomb “Pepe” Smith going home to, 
and the sick. Estanislao Galdez, PDI enough, the watch said 5 a.m. Baguio Questors. town, boosted partly by press shelter during World War Il, It Casa Romana on Ambuklao , 
Northern Luzon Bureau When I turned back to her, she SM Baguio and Baguio Cen- releases that ghosts, including was declared bankrupt only a Road. 


NPA rebs burn equipment 
at Napocor station site 
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Cavite vice gov sues gov, 6 others for graft 


CALAMBA CITY—Cavite- Vice igan, were deceived, lied to, and тегу, public zoo and other gov- Remulla said the provincial gov- 
Gov. Johnvic Remulla on Thurs- manipulated into accepting a ernment offices ernment would lose over P500 DAVAO CITY-Communist rebels 
day filed graft and corruption compromise agreement whichis 1а the agreement, 9 hectares million if the agreement be- 
charges against his former against their... interest,” Remul- will go to the provincial govern- comes final and executory. 

political ally Gov. Erineo "Ay- la said in his affidavit ment, including the current site He said thousands of resi- 
ong" Maliksi and six other indi- He said the agreement wasil- of the capitol building. dents in the area would also be Compostela Valley on Wednesday Пей as Loloy Enerio and Romeo 


Sitio Depot, Barangay Upper Ulip 
bumed heavy equipment belonging in Monkayo town, also in Com- 
to construction companies building postela Valley on Feb. 24 last year 
a Napocor substation in Maco, "но other co-accused identi- 


viduals over a compromise legal since Maliksi had no au- About 9 hectares will be allot- displaced. the military said Friday. Alejo already died. Enerio was 
agreement on the expropriation thority from the provincial ed for the resettlement of resi- — "In simple words, this agree- ү, Col, Agane Adriatico, chief of shot dead in Tagum City early this 
case of a 39-hectare lot in Trece council when he first signed a dents in the contested lands. ment required us to pay for the е militarys Sth Civil Relations year while Alejo died in a motor- 
Martires City. contract with Pascual and Math- Over 8 hectares, which is now property which is already Ours. Group for Southeastem Mindanao, cycle crash. 

In his 22-page complaint, ayin December 2003. the site of the forest park and a les foolish. don't understand said the New People's Army was ‘The company said the two tril 
Remulla accused Maliksi, The agreement was supposed P20-million sports complex, will why some officials let them- punishing the NRT/JS and V Con- al leaders conspired with the oth- 
provincial legal officer Renato to settle the expropriation case be given to Mathay and Pascual selves be duped and manipulat- struction companies for their re- er accused and burned the com- 
ignacio and Board Members that the Cavite provincial gov- as owners ofthe lot. This will, in ей by interest groups,” Remulla”. fusalto pay revolutionary taxes. pany's bunkhouse. 

‘Recto Cantinbuhan and Rafael ernment, then headed by turn, give rise to a mall and city told the INQumEm. He sald operatives: fom the... The mining fir also sald the sus- 
Rodriguez of conniving with Remulla's father, then Gov. college. He maintained that politics масо police and the Army's 67th pects destroyed several office equip- 
Eleuterio Pascual and Sonia Johnny Remulla, filed before The rest of the property will had nothing to do with the case. and 72nd infantry battalions con- ment belonging to the company. 

„Mathay to enter “into an oner- the court to acquire parcels of go to the city government, "This is case of issues, not ducted pursuit operations but Кош of the mining company’s 
‘ous and one-sided compromise lands in the capitol town. Maliksi, Ignacio, Rodriguez personalities," he said. failed to гака up with the rebels, guards executed an affidavit point- 
agreement.” Pascual and Mathay, now sub- and Recto signed the deal which But for Cavite residents here, ` As this developed, a regional ing to the 11 suspects as the ones 

Deputy Ombudsman for Lu- ject of an arrest warrant issued required the Cavite government the case was the nail in the cof- trial court judge in Nabunturan, who bumed down the bunkhouse. 
zon Victor Fernandez received by the Trece Martires court, to pay the supposed owners P25 fin of the political alliance bet- Compostela Valley granted bail to Тһе guards were identified as 
the complaint sheet. claimed ownership of the prop- million for the lot, ween Maliksi and Remulla. two lumad leaders who were ear. Raul Gesta, Ronnie Cagas, Boy 

"The Cavitefios, represented erty, which now hosts the capitol In a mobile phone interview Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern jer arrested for arson. Nor and Joseph Alfeche. 
by the Sangguniang Panlalaw- building, city hall, public ceme- with the Inguimer yesterday, Luzon Bureau Judge Jose Lopez of the RTC But last month, Gesta resigned 

Branch 3 ordered Daru Camilo Ba- from Las Vegas and retracted his 
nad and Datu Carlito Buntas re- earlier affidavit. 


N incial b d 1 ks , f di leased on Wednesday afternoon He said the suspects were inno- 
egros provincial board jun town's curfew Ordinance ater posting P100,000 in bal cent. 
each for their temporary liberty. Gesta, also a Mandaya, said 

DUMAGUETE CITY—The people went overboard when it imposed The curfew ordinance, au- plement a peace agreement Lopez said evidence against that he and his fellow guards 
of Zamboanguita can now walk a penalty of imprisonment оп thored by Councilor Rey Banua, with the Revolutionary Prole- the two lumad leaders was weak, were forced by the company 
freely at night. would-be violators, was proposed by the Zamboan- tariat Army, a breakaway The 64-year-old Banad, one of management to testify against 

‘The Provincial Board of Negros Оп a motion of board member guita Peace and Order Council group of the Communist Party the discoverers of the Mt, Diwata the suspects. 
Oriental has junked a controver- Rodolfo Martinez, the provincial following alleged sightings of ofthe Philippines. gold rush, and Buntas, 61, chair He said it was actually Cagas and 
sial curfew ordinance which pun- board cited an opinion of Provin- rebels in the upland barangays Тћеге were two sets of curfew -of the Compostela Valley provin- Nor who bumed the bunkhouse 
ishes violators by making them cial Attorney Erwin Vergara who and the alleged series of crimes in hours under the Zamboanguita cial council of elders, gave up and blamed iton the natives, 
clean street canals or by jailing said the authority to impose the the town at night and inthe early ordinance; from midnight to 4 Monday afternoon after more Gesta said Las Vegas wanted to 
them up to six months or impos- penalty of imprisonment or fine morning, am. for coastal barangays and than a year in hiding. drive away the natives so it could 
ing a P2,500 fine. for violation of an ordinance is  Zamboanguita is one of the from 10 p.m.to 4a.m. for upland They were among 11 persons monopolize the extraction of’ 

“The board ruled that ће Zam- not vested in the municipal coun- eight towns and cities in Ne- barangays. Alex Pal, PDI accused by the Las Vegas Mining gold ores. Anthony S. Allada, 
boanguita Municipal Council cil but in the courts. gros Oriental, which would im- Visayas Bureau Corp. of burning Its bunkhouse in PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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10 family members, maid die in QC fire 


By Tina G. Santos 


OVERCOME by toxic fumes, 10 
family members and their house 
help choked to death and were 
burned beyond recognition in a 
fire that razed their house early 
yesterday morning in Quezon 
City. 

The victims were identified as 
Vincent Cruz, 25; his wife 
Rachel, 24; children Kimberly, 5, 
and Kiara, 2; nieces Bianca, 8, 
and Pauline Ann Margaret, 10; 
nephews Patrick, 11, and Carlos, 
11; sister-in-law Christine, 21; 


mother Magdalena, 55, and 
their house help only known as 
Jona. 

Investigators said the fre 
broke out at 2:46 a.m. at 2 Phase 
III Rainbow Homes in Barangay 
San Bartolome, Novaliches, while 
all the victims and two other oc- 
cupants of the house were sound . 
asleep. 

The house owned by Vincent's 
father, Julio Cesar Cruz who man- 
aged to escape from the blaze, al- 
so served as an upholstery and 
general merchandise shop. 

The fire immediately spread 


foam, 


inside. 


as it ate up stocks of paper, 

paint 
flammable materials used in the 
family business. 

Investigators said the house 
had a narrow exit door, and a 
high wall at the back anda grilled 
iron gate could have. impeded 
their escape, trapping the victims 


Another survivor, Jomay, 9, re- 
portedly a son of Jona, told inves- 
tigators that he saw a spark from 
a light bulb in the ceiling before 
an explosion was heard. 

Julio and Jomay managed to 


and- other 


tors said. 


million. 


Beware of bogus priests, burglars 


By Edson C. Tandoc, Ruth L. Navarra 
and Tina G. Santos 


BEWARE of bogus priests. 

This was the warning given by the 
Caloocan City government to residents 
on their way to the cemeteries on Mon- 
day. 

A tradition of having the tombs 
blessed every All Saints’ Day has also be- 
come an occasion for enterprising indi- 
viduals to make a fast buck by posing as 
priests and handing out “blessings” for a 
fee. 

The city government advised resi- 
dents to look for makeshift chapels set 
up by the Diocese of Caloocan where 
they can arrange the'blessing of tombs 
and other religious services. 

At the La Loma Cemetery, for in- 
stance, at least four makeshift chapels 
will be set up. Cemetery goers are also 
advised not to bring stereos or videoke 
machines. Drinking and gambling are 
also prohibited inside cemeteries. 

In Navotas, men going to the ceme- 
teries are advised not to go shirtless. 
Navotas Mayor Toby Tiangco said Mu- 
nicipal Ordinance No. 2002-19 bans 
males from 15 years old and up from 
roaming around the streets. half- 
naked, 

‘The National Capital Region Police 
Office has already declared a full alert 
status starting yesterday as residents 
Started trooping to transport terminals 
and cemeteries. Police earlier promised 
to intensify police visibility near ceme- 
teries and transport terminals. The 
NCRPO will also deploy seven "bust bus-. 
es” or satellite police stations in big 
cemeteries in the metropolis. 

“And since street robbers are expected 
to take advantage of the rush, NCRPO 
director Avelino Razon Jr. is asking resi- 
dents who leave their houses to remain 
vigilant and careful, and ask trusted 


Principal changes mind, Cop shoots suspect in jail 
seeks return to school 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


A180-DEGREE turn. 

Alice Blas, former principal of 
Lakandula High School whose 
decision to privatize the school 
canteen dragged her into a con- 
trovetsy, has asked the Division of 
City Schools of Manila to let her 
stay in the public school she has 
served for five years. 

“She has written a letter to us 
recalling her request for a trans- 
fer,” said Isabelita Santos, assis- 
tant division superintendent for 
secondary schools. 


ТАМ NOT about to cross swords 
with the very articulate Sen, Miriam 
Defensor-Santiago but she should 
give Maj. Gen. Edilberto Adan, mili- 
tary spokesman, a fair shake. 

1 agree with her that there's 
corruption in the Armed Forces, 
but the military is ust a cog in the 
whole corrupt wheel. 

Corruption is everywhere, even 
in the Senate and the House of 
Representatives, which is investi- 
gating the corruption scandal 
brought about by the unexplained 
wealth of Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia, 

But I don't agree with Madame 
Miriam's use of her power as sen- 
ator to block the confirmation of- 
Adan's appointment by the Com- 
mission on Appointments, 

What was Adan's fault? His on- 
ly fault was to tell the feisty lady 
senator that she should slow 
down on her accusation against 
the military since her brother was 
also once AFP chief of staff. 


Blas had volunteered to trans- 
fer to any public high school in 
the city “in the interest of service” 
as she had cited in her letter to 
the school division. She had said 
she sought a reassignment for the 
“welfare of the students,” and felt 
that her relationship with Lakan- 
dula teachers had been too dam- 
aged to be mended at all. 
Lakandula 


allow Blas to return to their 
school, and would once againrise 
up in protest against their princi- 
pal if she insists on returning. 


Actually what Adan said in effect 
was, “hinay-hinay lang, Ma'am (go 
slow)" 
once one of us. Benjamin Defensor, 
an Air Force general, was AFP chief 
of staff for a very short time. 

‘There was nothing combative in 
Adanis Statement. In fact, I found it 
conciliatory and placating. 

Please, Madame Senator, don't 
use your senatorial power to 
strike at lesser government offi 
cials who can't fight back. 

Your fellow legislators who will 
go with you in blocking Adan's ap- 
ointment at the Commission on 
Appointments will also be com- 
mitting the sin of oppression. 


neighbors to look after their homes. " 

Meanwhile, new routes to езше the 
flow of traffic would be implemented 
starting tomorrow, according tor 
Metropolitan Manila Development Au- 
thority Chair Bayani Fernando who was 
appointed the overall officer-in-charge 
of transport and traffic management for 
the holidays by President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо. 

‘All vehicles going to the Manila 
North Cemetery are warned about the 
closing of A. Bonifacio from Calavite 
Street to Tagaytay/Apo ‘Streets. All 
Public Utility Jeeps (PUJs) coming 
from Retiro Street towards Balintawak 
shall turn left to CDC Street, right on 
Alcaraz, left on Speaker Perez, left on 
on Del Monte Avenue, and right on A. 
Bonifacio Avenue 

PUJs coming from the Balintawak 
junction toward Blumentritt shall take 
Mayon Street, right to Retiro Street, left 
оп Dr. Alejos, and right at Makiling until 
arriving at their destination. 

All private vehicles and PUJs from the 
Bonifacio Monument Circle going to La 
Loma Cemetery will travel straight to 
Rizal Avenue Extension. However, upon 
reaching the second avenue, PUJs will 
be directed to turn right towards Е Rox- 
as Street to their point of destination. 
Private vehicles and PUJs coming from 
south of Manila going to the Bonifacio 
Monument Circle will travel along Rizal 
Avenue Extension to their point of desti- 
nation. 

In Makati, there will be road closures 
оп South Avenue, from J.P Rizal Avenue 
to Metropolitan Avenue; Kalayaan Ave 
enue, from Zapote to Nicanor Garcia 
Street (Reposo); Nicanor Garcia Street 
(Reposo), from J.P Rizal Avenue to 
Kalayaan Avenue; Vito Cruz Extension, 
from South Avenue to Zapote Street; 
Pililia, from J.P Rizal Avenue to South 
Avenue; Montojo, from Zapote Street to 


“SIR, HOW'S my mom?" were 
the suspects first words two 
hours after he shot the alleged 
killer of his wife inside the Pasay 
police headquarters yesterday 


afternoon. 


statement 
Moreno, 
teachers, mean- 

said that they would never 


could start 


The Ombudsman should in- 
vestigate Administrator Edita 
Bueno, Director Jose Seguban 
and head cashier Victoria Ruivi- 
var of the National Electrification 
Administration (NEA) for al- 
legedly conspiring with the 
brother of a wellknown radio 
commentator in defrauding a lo- 
cal businessman of P25.6 million. 

Businessman Vic Sianghio Jr. 
said he bought P25,630,000 
worth of scrap materials and 
used electrical equipment from 


because your brother was 


the NEA 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


According to officer on case 
SP04 Rodolfo Diza, PO1 Joy Dece- 
na, 36, was at the station to givea 


36, 
stabbed his wife, Lilibeth Decena, 
the other day. 

Diza said that, before Decena 


he stood up and shot Moreno 
Who was inside the detention cell 


Santiago should not use her power to oppress 


Taruc, who acted as broker. 
Taruc claims to be a brother of 
DZRH commentator Joe Taruc. 
But Sianghio said NEA officials. 
led by Bueno never informed him 
that the same scrap materials and 
used electrical equipment had al- 
ready been bought by another 
buyer, Li Chi Huang, a Taiwanese. 
“1 trusted Taruc because he told 


South Avene, and Yague, from Zapote 
Street to Sough Avenue. 

Some streets will be one-way like J.P 
Rizal Avenue, eastbound from Pasong 
Tamo to Trabajo (the stretch from 
Makati Avenue up to Trabajo will tem- 
porarily be made a two-way street); 
Nicanor Garcia (Reposo), northbound 
from Jupiter/Metropolitan to Kalayaan 
Avenue and eastbound from Ayala Ex- 
tensjon to Nicanor Garcia Street, and 
Hippodromo, westbound from Zobel 
Roxas to Ayala Extension (normal 
flow). 

All westbound vehicles along J.R 
Rizal Avenue, from Edsa/Guadalupe go- 
ing toward Manila will turn right to Tra- 
bajo Street then left to Hippodromo 
Street toward А.Р Reyes Avenue, while 
eastbound vehicles from Del Pan will gb 
straight towards Guadalupe. West- + 
bound vehicles along Jupiter Street will 
тшгп left to Reposo Street then turn right 
to Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue (Buendia Av- 
enue). 

In Quezon City, meanwhile, some 160 
traffic enforcers will be deployed along 
major thoroughfares leading to Quezon 
City's seven cemeteries to conduct traf- 
fic management, direction and control. 
Quezon City has four public cemeteries 
located in Bagbag, Novaliches, Baesa 
and La Loma. It also has three private 
cemeteries: Himlayang Pilipino, Holy 
Cross and Eternal Gardens. 

Trucks and buses coming from Bal- 
intawak along A. Bonifacib Road and 
headed to Мапа are advised to turn left 
to Sgt. Emilio Rivera Street, then turn at 
D. Tuazon and Calamba Streets to their 
destination. Motorists from Balintawak 
and headed to Manila shall enter Mayon 
Street, turn right at Retiro, left at Dr. 
Alejos, then right at Don Manuel Agre- 
gado, cross Blumentritt Extension, and 
enter Makiling Street to their destina- 
tion. 


not resist arrest. 


against Emediline 


who allegedly - beth in the chest. 


iving his statement, 


ee us he would never destroy his 
һгойег' name,” Sianghio said. 
Sianghio said he paid directly 
to the NEA and has receipts for it. 
But when Sianghio came to 
claim the NEA scrap materials, 
they were all gone. He was told 
Taruc got the materials. 
‘Now both Sianghio and Li Chi 
Huang are going after Taruc. 
Sianghio said the NEA would 
not give him back the money. 


At this point, Fd ike to tell officials 
at the Department of Education that `| 
1 am not engaged in selling text- 
books or any materials to the DepEd. 

T heard some people are re- 
portedly using my name. 1 have 
nothing to do with any textbook 


through Antonio 


deals at the DepEd. 


people involved. 


гїп outside since their rooms 
were close to the exit, investiga- 


Vincent's body was found in 
the toilet. His children's charred 
remains were located in the laun- 
dry area, while the rest were 
found in another room. 

The fire also damaged the sec- 
ond floor of a house nearby 
‘owned by Antonio Castañeda. 

Unofficial estimates on the cost 
of the damage was placed at P2 


Initial findings showed that a 
short circuit could have caused 


a few steps away. The suspect was 
immediately disarmed and did 


Police learned that the victim 
allegedij stabbed the suspect's 
wife in the chest, and that this 
led to her death. Lilibeth and 
Emediline, who were reportedly 
relatives, had a misunderstand- 
ing. At the height of their dis- 
pute, Emediline got hold of a 
bladed weapon and stabbed Lili: 


"My people did not know that 
he was armed,” said Pasay City 
police chief Senior Supt. Rosendo 
Franco, adding that he com- 
mended his men's quick reaction 
insubduing Decena. 


If any official at DepEd knows 
about an impending deal suppos- 
edly involving this writer, please 
let me know so I can confront the 


the fire, but an investigation is 
ongoing to determine the exact 
cause. 

In another incident, more than 
500,000 worth of property was 
lost after a 30-minute fire razed a 
‘two-story house in Malabon City 
yesterday morning. 

The fire started at the second 
floor of a house on San Diego 
Street, Barangay Santulan, in- 
vestigator SFO1 Noe Bragais 


smoke coming from the'second 
floor. Nobody was injured dur- 
ing the fire. 

Bragais said they were looking 
at the possibility that the fire 
could have started from an unat- 
tended candle. 

‘The tenants reportedly light a 
candle at an altar every morning, 
Bragais said. 

Earlier, a fire also broke out! 
around 8 a.m. in another house in 
Malinta, Valenzuela City. 

‘The blaze was put out after 15 
minutes, and caused minimal 


Elizabeth Mahusay, owner of 
the house, said she was on the 
ground floor when she saw 


CHILDREN spruce up tombs at the South Cemetery for a fee in preparation for All 
its? Day. 


The high cost 
of dying 


to the acquisition of a burial 
lot—is as unbearable as the 
cost of living these days. 

In Teresita's case, the ex- 
penses that followed the death 
of her husband were a never- 
ending nightmare. 

She said she still has pay- 
ments to meet, and is constant- 
ly on the lookout for an extra 
job to augment her income. 

The traditional burial—with 
a long wake and elaborate last 
rituals—is common among Fil- 

inos, most of whom believe 
that а proper burial helps a 
soul move on more peacefully. 

But these days, many people 
already welcome cremation for 
more practical reasons. Both 
procedures are legally accept- 
ed, but vary widely in costs. For 
cremation, the standard price 
for the service is around 
P10,000 to P15,000. 

The price varies depending 
оп the type of um used to keep 
the dead's ashes. One made of 
Romblon marble would cost 
P3,000-P5,000; one made of 
stainless steel would be around 
P18,000, and one made of brass 
would cost P75,000. Urns have 
standard designs. However, if 
the family opts for a more 
unique design, this can be cus- 
tom-made and may cost тоге, 

For the traditional burial, ex- 
penses differ on the type of casket 
chosen by the family members, 
‘The list of expenses is endless. 

Today, many Filipinos are 
finding it hard to choose 
‘which—berween living or dy- 
ing—is costlier. 


By Tina б. Santos 


RODOLFO Cruz died of a lin- 

gering illness early this year. 

His wife Teresita, who sells 

plastic bags at a public market 

in Quezon City, didn't know 

where to take him after doctors 
"said he had passed оп. 

А funeral parlor offered to 
take care of everything--from 
picking up her husband's body 
for embalming, providing the 
coffin and paraphernalia for 
the wake, processing the nec- 
essary permits and documen- 
tation, and bringing his body to 
the cefnetery—all for P12,000. 

She was also offered cremation 
as an option, but that meant 
shelling out an additional P3,000. 
Teresita understandably took up 
the first proposal since she stil had 
to sette mounting hospital bills. 

"To beable to pay for the funeral 
expenses, she had to borrow mon- 
еу from loan sharks. But it did not 
end there. Her next problem was 
where to bury her husband. 

А P20,000 to P80,000 burial 
Jot was out of the question for the 
plastics vendor, who claimed she 
could not even afford to provide 
her five children decent meals. 

A solo niche would cost her 
P5,000 while an “apartment” 
‘or tomb piled one on top of an- 
other would cost her P1,500 at 
a public cemetery. 

Saddled with debt, Teresita 
settled for having Rodolfo 
buried next to her fathers grave 
at the La Loma Cemetery 

Clearly the сой of 
death—from funeral services 


рооинор s2dodjom puo euo “assau d обор Arana 10 sop £ ûj “sorap soy siy 205 


туо? Jo зарас LESZ JaqUINN ишгәа YON-L0 Jad 
pon шә 


fna, баш; NT n 


Й 


aaz пзп ап pus 
рр mo amoj not 
Tecum ono 
Г ЗР S 
d , T zx 93 


Ro mol 


"sond asay] urm 03 exueip e 195 pue sarialas paz asauy jo Aue wos peojumop 3511 - 


Әд XOL 


imou 3a3sibay 


887 рәт 


‘ante 


887 por À : | se T à 


BASKETBALL: NBA Pre mma) QÈ e a SATURDAY, 
ооп  Gemes-Tim- EW] остовекзо, 2004 


borwalves vs Pistons; a n 
Bam, (FB pam): Solar  Compledty L. Mangulat 
Sports—Detendlng champlon Datrolt hosts -Min- 
nesota in this warm-up for tho rogular season. 

BOXING: Oscar Dela Hoya vs Bernard Hopkins; 2 p.m. (r); 
Solar Sports—Take another look at how the Execu- 
toner took the luster off the Golden Boy, 

Schedules subject to change without prior notice. 


GERRY Codiñera of FedEx gets possession after a looseball scramble 


p 
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20-day permit to stay 


a Gonzalez challenges Fil-shams’: Take DNA test 


By Luige del Puerto and Philip C. Tubeza 


TWO MORE Philippine Basketball Asso- 
ciation players facing deportation can 
remain in the country for now. Pasig 
Judge Amelia Manalastas has granted 
the petition of Red Bull Barako cagers 
Mick Pennisi and Davon Harp for a 20- 


day temporary restraining order. 


Harp and Pennisi, along with teammate Jon 
Ordonio, Rudy Hatfield of Coca-Cola and Alex 
Crisano of Barangay Ginebra, have been ordered 


deported by the Bureau of Immigration. 


Manalastas said she issued the TRO to avoid 


violation of due process. 


zalez yesterday dared the so-called “Fil-shams” to 
undergo a DNA test. 

Gonzalez made the dare as the Department of 
Justice formally asked Manila regional trial court 
Judge Marcelino Sayo Jt to inhibit himself from 
hearing the case of Crisano. 

Gonzalez said the cagers should undergo а 
DNA test after some of them presented their al- 
leged Filipino grandparents and aunts to bolster 
their claim that they are Filipino citizens. 

“These players are presenting people who 
have not been presented before claiming to be 
grandparents and aunts,” Gonzalez said. 

Gonzalez on Oct. 18 concluded that Crisano, 
Harp, Ordonio, Pennisi, Hatfield and Asi Taulava 
should be deported for faking their citizenship. 


court resolves to issue a 20-day TRO to enjoin the. 
implementation of a summary deportation or- 
der,” Manalastas said in her decision. 

‘The players’ counsels had asked the court for 
an assurance from the Office of the Solicitor Gen- 
ега! (OSG) that their clients be given a fair repre- 
sentation during the deportation hearings. But 
OSG lawyers have argued that, since the B 
quasi judicial body, regular courts have no juris 
diction over the issue. 

lawyers familiar with deportation laws said 
the Supreme Court has, in fact, ruled many times 
saying the Executive Branch has authority over 
matters of immigration and deportation...” 

Crisano was earlier granted a TRO by Manila 
regional trial court Judge Marcelino Sayo Jr Hat- 


Fiery Codinera 
carries FedEx 
past Purefoods 


GAMES WEDNESDAY (Araneta Coliseum) points in the fourth, including a 

4:30p.m--Talk'N Textvs shell triple and a three-point play that al- 

7:20pm—Alaska vs Sta. Lucia Realy lowed the Express to build an 89-80 
spread. 

Back-to-back. three-pointers by 
Rey Evangelista and Peter June Si- 
FEDEX clung to reliable leader mon, however, put the Hotdogs 
Jerry Codiiiera in the payoff peri- back into contention before Codiñ- 
ой to stop Purefoods TJ Hotdogs, era took matters into his hands. 
102-98, in the Gran Matador PBA “In our last two losses, we simply 
Philippine Cup at the Araneta’ “lacked the aggressiveness. My play- ^ 
Coliseum last night. ers responded this time around,” 

The 16year veteran clustered said Lipa. 
seven straight points that pushed Тощей as the fastest team in the 
the Express to а 97-92 cushion with. league, the Express scored 21 points 
39 ticks left en route to their third in transition and 27 points off 
Victory in six outings. tumovers. 

By snapping a two-gameskid,the Meanwhile, the PBA forged a 
Express pulled abreast of the TJ partnership with the Philippine 
Hotdogs and idle Barangay Ginebra Southeast Asian Games Organizing 
(3-3) inthe middle ofthe standings. Committee (Philsoc) to help pro- 

“Jerry (Codifiera) has that leader- mote the hosting of the SEAG. 
ship instinct in him. He might be Philsoc chair Obet Pagdanganan 
‘one of the most senior citizens in the has tapped PBA commissioner Noli 
league but he has helped the team a Eala as one of the advisers for the 
lot,” said FedEx coach Joe Lipa. Manila SEAG to be held on Nov. 27- 

in the second game, San Miguel Dec5, 2005. 
hit 13 triples to beat Red Bull, 93-82. In another development, Eala 

‘Olsen Racela, who celebrates his said the possible obstruction of jus- 
33rd birthday tomorrow, had 21 се case to be filed by the Depart- 
points to power the Beermen to ment of Justice against the league 
their fourth win in seven games. has no basis, saying it is the job of 

Red Bull dropped to 2-4. the Justice department to identify 

Renren Ritualo recovered froma the players who acquired citizen- 
listless start and scored 11 of his 16 ship through fraudulent means. 


“PBL newcomers 
‚clash for lead 


GAMES TODAY (LaSalle Greenhils Gym) бте because it seemed that the 
2pm—Granny Goosavs Al Phils. — playemsilldonothavetheproper | 
‘Spm—ICTS-La SalovsAddet frame of mind afer winning in 
Mobile-Ateneo the UAAP” said ICTSI-La Salle in- 
terim coach Gee Abanilla. 
LEAGUE newcomers play harder The Archers bowed to Granny 
to maintain their good fortunes Goose, 75-66, in a highly physical 
when Granny Goose Tortillosand game last Tuesday Mac Cardona 
Air Philippines Flight clash for a and Jerwin Gaco escaped suspen- 
share ofthe leadership inthe PBL,  sonfortheirunsporsmanlike con- 
Open Championship today at ће duct, but got stem waming from | 
La Salle Greenhills Gym. ‘PBL commissioner Chino Trinidad. 
The winner of the 2 p.m. ICTSI-la Salle, however, is 
match-up will join Magnoli-FEU seen as the underdogs against 
(2-0) in the lead. Addict Mobile-Ateneo. 5 3 
Big attention, however will be The Eagles beefed up its roster | | medamne + rina inene вез han улынан а] 
on ICTStLa Salle and Addict Mo- with key players from NCAA m 
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1 EVERYDAY. 


LIVE MORNING TELECAST ( d 
PRIMETIME - 9PM aba 


As this developed, Justice Secretary Raul Gon- “Pending litigation on the main issue .. this field also sought help from the Manila RTC. 


By June Navarro 


When we race, you win. The 2.04iter Ford Lynx RS is among the latest to carry the RS badge. ~| 
Reserved for the most sporting Ford variants, RS models share a proud heritage of high performance. 
rooted in motorsports. Improvements In design and engineering enhance performance in every “I 
aspect. Power, Responsiveness. And most importantly the driving experience. Not just for those 
Who are already part of the high-performance culture. But those who want to take the spirit of 
il with them, wherever they go. The 2.0L Ford Lynx RS. Developed by enthusiasts, for enthusiasts. 
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RP shocks Serbia Montenegro 


"The leaders after 19 rounds: 

Open (129 teams): 365— сапе, 335—Russs, 330-Amena, 
225-4508 315—nda, United Sales, Cuba: 310-Bugata, Georgia; 
‘305—Frane, hina, 300 feb, Роалд Czech Republ, Strand, 
atest, Germany, Naharands, Grara, Norway, 295—Phiippines, 
Bosra Herzegovina, Belarus, Hungary, Romi, Litania, Argentina 


MALLORCA, Spain—The Philippines was 
battling five-time champion Hungary Friday 
buoyed up by its stunning 2.5-1.5 win over 
Serbia Montenegro in the penultimate round 
ofthe 36th World Chess Olympiad. 

Grandmaster Eugene Torre and Intemational Master 
Jason Gonzales hammered out victories on both ends 
ofthe table to power the Filipinos past the all-GM team 
formerly known as Yugoslavia Thursday. 

GM Joey Antonio hacked outa draw at Board 2 
while IM Mark Paragua stumbled at Board 3. 

‘The close win vaulted the Filipinos into a tie for 21st 
place in the 129-team field with 29.5 points, putting 
them ina nice position to crack the elite Top 20. 

"We're almost there. All we have to do is win our fi- 
nal round to achieve our modest goal,” said team cap- 
tain Sammy Estimo who had come under fire for his 
unconventional shuffling of men. 

‘The Filipinos are fielding their regular board players 
only for the third time in the toumament against Hun- 
gary, whose last title came in Buenos Aires in 1978. 

After dropping back-to-back 3-1 decisions to Azerbai- 
jan and Estonia, the Filipinos collected eight points in the 
Jast three rounds to get back into the thick of things. 

Antonio had something to do with the comeback, al- 
though he was held toa draw Thursday by GM Dragan 
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TORRE: денде, GONZALES: On target 


missed the correct continuation. 

His 6-0f-8 showing placed him ina tie with Russian 
GM Peter Svidler for the bronze medal at Board 2. 

‘The 52-year-old Torre, playing black, shocked GM. 
Brank Dalmjanovic (2578) after 77 moves ofa Slav de- 
fense to avenge one of his two losses in the 1998 Elista 
Olympiad. 

The veteran Serbian, who assumed the top board 
following the absence of GM Ljubomir Ljubojevic, was 
forced to give up quality to prevent his postion from 
disintegrating but Torre simplified the position, 

Earlier, Gonzales—who is close to earning a GM 


norm with 7.5 points in 10 matches—essayed the 
Queen's Gambit Declined to smother GM Dragan Kosic 
in 43 moves. 

‘The twin wins offset Paragua's loss—his fourth, and 
all with black—to GM Robert Markus after 32 moves of 
a Kings Indian. 

The 15th-ranked Hungarians is formidable with 
three GMs carrying ELO ratings of 2600 and above, led 
by Zoltan Almasi (2650) who beat Torre in Elista. 

‘es tough, but we are ready for the challenge,” said 
‘Torre who anchored the Philippines seventh-place fin- 
{sh—its bestin 1988 in Thessaloniki, Greece. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine virtually clinched its first 
(Olympiad ttl after drawing all matches with Georgia. 

‘With 36.5 points, Ukraine leads many-time champi- 
оп Russia by three points 

‘The Russians edged Cuba, 2.5-1.5, to retain second 
place, halfa point ahead of Armenia. 

‘The Philippines shares 54th spot with 18.5 poi 
with nine other countries in the women's section 

Women IM Beverly Mendoza defeated Zaida Нег. 
nandez as the Filipinas drew Venezuela, 1.5-all 

Venezuela scored through WIM Sarai Sanchez who. 
beat WFM Sheerie Joy Lomibao at board one. 

‘The board three match pitting rookie Loreshyl 
Cuizon and WIM Josefina Martinez ended in a draw. 

Mendoza is the team’s top scorer with 7.5 points. 


Pacquiao fight 
slated Dec. 11 


MANNY Pacquiao, dubbed the people's feather- 
weight boxing champion, has agreed to a Dec. 11 
fight in Manila against Thailand's Fahsang 3K Bat 
tery informed sources said yesterday. 

Pacquiao has reportedly agreed to a $300,000 
purse, instead of the initial $500,000 earlier dan- 
gled to him by Murad Muhammad, his promoter 
in the United States, Murad had earlier said Pac- 
quiao would fight Gary St. Claire at the Global 
City in Taguig, but the deal fizzled out. 

Pacquiao has been lined up for a rematch 
against IBF/WBA super bantamweight champion 
Juan Manuel Marquez in February. 

Freddie Roach, Pacquiao's American trainer, re- 
portedly plans to be in Manila at least two weeks 
before the fight. Roach has offered to supervise 
the training of Pacquiao and Z Gorres, top-ranked 
‘OPBF super fly contender who has been slated to 
see action in the card, the same sources said. АТ 


Bayron powers Filipinos to HK Open lead 


Solak after 59 moves of a Center Counter. 
*~ Antonio, who was coming off a four-day rest, hada 
good chance of nailing another victory with white, but 


маа Market Achil Cente 
амон starte а 2PM, 


BAYRON: 5-under 66 


HONG KONG—Jay Bayron shot a бегу fve- 
under-par 66 to seize control in individual 
play and Jun Bernis rebounded from a 76 
‘with a 68 to help power the Philippines to a 
four-stroke lead in team play in the second 
round of the Aquascutum Hong Kong Open 
Amateur and Mid-Amateur Golf Champi- 
onships in Fanling Friday. 

An eagle-3 on 14th highlighted Bayron's 
'near-flawless round in another calm, cool 
day here at Hong Kong Golf Clubs par-71 
Old course. 

Counting his 71 in the first round, the for- 
mer national caddies champion stormed past 


erstwhile leader Chan Shih-chang of Taiwan 
and compatriot Tommy Manotoc, the reign- 


ing Asia-Pacific Senior champion, by three . 


strokes with a 137. 
Manotoc momentarily stood on top of the 


“leaderboard with a 140 after churning out a 


solid two-under-par 69. 

With Bemis finally playing true to form, 
the Philippines totaled 134 and virtually put 
a lock on the team crown with a 278, a 
whopping 16 strokes in front of Hong Kong 
heading into the last 18 holes of the champi- 
onship. 

“We just settled down because after the 


first round, we know how to play the 
course,” said Bemis, 

Chan matched par 71 for a 141 while 
Chen Po-ming shot a 69 on the last fight at 
dusk for Taiwan's second-day round of 140 
(282). 

Erwin Vinluan, whose 73 counted for the 
team in the first day, had an even par 71 and 
tied Bernis for third place in individual play 

‘The only blemish on Manotoc’s scorecard 
was a double-bogey on No. 6. 

“Ma-sustain lang nina Jay, Jun at Erwin 
ang laro nila, sweep na natin ito,” said RP 
team coach Roger Retuert 


WORLD AMATEURS 


Juvic fires 69: Pinoys 


tie for 16th in P. Rico 


JUVIC Pagunsari fired a three-un-:sinée thé tournament format was i- 
der-par 69 at Rio Mars Ocean troduced in Malaysia in 2002. 
Course yesterday and the Philip- inos play the River 
pines tied for 16th after the first Course in the second round today. 
round of the 2004 World Ama- Italy gota pair of 68s on the Ocean 
teur Team Championship in Rio Course from Francesco Molinari and 
Grande, Puerto Rico. Matteo Del Podio for 136. т 
The | 26-year-old Canlubang ^ Switzerland leaned on a 66 by 
standout shot five birdies against Nicolas Sulzer to be ina third-plage 
three bogeys in a 34-35 card to tie with England and Spain at 134. 
cushion the 74 of either Artemio Sweden and Germany shared sixth 
Murakami and Michael Bibat as the place at 138, followed by El Sa- 
Filipinos pooled Vador and the Netherlands at 1 
148 in the three-to- Musong К. Castillo 
play, two-to-count 
format, 11 shots be- 


hind pacesering de- 
fending champion 
‘United States. 

Ryan Moore tumed N, 
ina65 and Lee Williams \! 
tallied а 67 to surge 
ahead by four over sec- 
ond-placed — Ital 


PRESENT 


JUVIC Pagunsan's 
first-round effort. 
keeps the Filipinos 
within striking 
distance of the 
leaders. rowsoro 


October 30, Saturday 
Market! Market! Activity Center 
For kids 12 years and below. 
Be in your best Halloween attire and 
ask mom and dad to bring you 
to Market! Market! 
for a Super!.Halloween experience 


PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES: 
2PM - Registration 
3PM - Trick or Treat / Costume Parade 
4PM - Halloween Children's Party 
hosted by McDonald's 
Yoyo Exhibition 
Tricks by Magician Clowns 


FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE BASIS. 


Registered kids get to participate in the Trick or Treat with the following 
Market! Market! tenants at the Playzone area 
PICKY MOMS @ BLADE @ CHRIS SPORTS @ LIZA & FRANC SALON @ TATERS 
HANG TEN ө JAG JEANS ө GUESS JEANS € MONAKIKI @ TOKYO TOKYO 
OUTLAND @ TERIYAKI BOY @ NATIONAL BOOKSTORE @ DIZON FARMS 
GREENWICH @ EXECUTIVE OPTICAL @ POISED @ MAX RESTAURANT 
NENITA FARMS @ MENDREZ @ NICOLE BODY ACCENTS @ SHU BIZZ 
ARROW € WATSON'S € DAVID'S SALON @ FIAMETA'S PLANTS & FLOWERS 


Face Painting, 
Glitter Tattoo. 

Kid Star Salon, 
Selecta Ike Cream, 
Cotton Candy, 
Kodak Photo, 


River Course, actually ге 

away a 70 by Spencer Levin. 
Moore's output, the best 

for the day was also the sec- 

‘ond-lowest round in the his- 

tory of the championship. The 

‘Americans’ 132 total is also the 

lowest by any team in any round 


Saragoza runs away ғ 
with Cangolf Am title 


CANLUBANG—Boyet — Saragoza 
provided a fitting encore to his Can- 
lubang Amateur romp yesterday, 
turning the North course upside 
down for a 16-shot victory over 
South Korean Kim Chang-hoi. 

The tiny long-hirter assembled 
another sixunder 66, the effort 
sparkling brightest on a day when 
no one else even came clase to 
matching par at the wind-swept, co- 
conut tree-lined layout, 

it was the second straight victory 
in a three-week span for Saragoza, 
who got a new driver from caddy- 
tumed-businessman Tony Arevalo 


Gabica vs Orcullo in 9-ball final 


CEBUANO ace Antonio Gabica de- 
feated Ronnie Alcano, 11-5, yester- 
day to set а final clash with Dennis 
Огсийо for the P500,000 top prize 
in the Motolite 9-Ball Philippine 
Open at the Casino Filipino Am- 


mha mediis 


onthe eve ofthe tournament. 

The 31-year-old Saragoza shot 
seven birdies against a bogey to fin- 
ishat 17-under 271, 7 

Kim, who lost a classic findl- 
round duel with Jun Bemis in the 
DHL Open early this year, limped 
home with a 75 for 287, five ahead 
of Marvin Dumandan (75). ` 

Mark Bejar also shot a 75 and 
wound up fourth with a 294 tally, 
while Ronnie Torrecampo settled 
for fifth at 296 after another 78. #* 

Saragoza also won the Samsung 
Amateur leg at Malarayat last 
month. Musong R. Castillo 
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FRESHAIRE @ TITA CELY SINIGANG BAR @ BLADE @ AOWA 
BONITA @ GARDENSCAPE @ NICOLE BODY ACCENTS 


100 shoppers of Market! Marl 
isit Market! Market! for detail 


Prize 


9, in the other semifinal match" "st 
the event aired by the organizing 
Solar Sports and patterned after the 
World Pool Championship, зе 

‘The championship match was 
being played at presstime. 


first 
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of the 
tart 
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phitheater in Parafiaque City. 
Orcullo bucked a gallant rally by 
Ramil "Bebeng" Gallego to win, 11- 


Losing semifinalists were guarati- 
teed P100,000 each, The гиппег-йр 
gets P200,000. Marlon Bernardino 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2004 SPORTS 
RP-Pagcor riders off to Taiwan 


‘THE RP-PAGCOR Casino Filipino Trade city ofKaohshiung. Joining Espiritu are Merculio Ramos, 

“Team leaves today with high hopes of... Veteran intemationali Айе. Catalan, Ronald Gorantes, Joel 

ап even better performance in the Tour Calderon and Thomas Martinez, 

de Taiwan 2004 cycling championships wil sp e sb ‘Team leader Ric Rodriguez said the fs $ 
wheeling off tomorrow in the seaport squad. Tour de Taiwan 2004 will cover 787 km, ESPIRITU — roi 


LGBA 
derby 
tonight 


DERBY champions 
fom different pro- 
vinces will challenge 
their Metro Manila 
counterparts in to- 
nights: staging of the 
“luzon Gamecock 
Breeders Association 
Inc. (ОВА) 4Stag 
Derby” at the Las Piñas 
Coliseum. More than 
50 matches are lined 
up in the event spon- 
sored by Sagupaan 
Complexor 3000 and 
Pagcor Casino Filipi 
Derby hoss Ariel 
Garovillo and Tiago 
Cerilla said entry fee is 
P10,000. Meanwhile, 
the “Fastest Kill Chal- 
lenge One:Cock Ulu- 
tan” is set Nov. 18 with 
a prize of P150,000. 
Coliseum manager 
Alex Tobias said the 
stest Kil champion 
gets P50,000. Promot- 
ers are Abu 


8731040. 


GILBEY 
GIN 


THE MALL-HOPPING PBAs One- 
оп-Опе at Robinsons promo tour 
winds up this weekend in Batangas 
and Ortigas with Talk “М Text grac- 
ing the affair at Robinsons-Lipa and 
Purefoods guesting at Robinsons- 


- PBA tour wraps up 


Galleria today. 

‘The PBA interactive centers were 
launched last month at Robinsons 
Place-Manila and Robinsons Cainta 
with the players and their teams 
gracing the tour on a rotation basis, 
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Garcia, Lara share Volvo top spot 


MOURNING (right) pivots off 76ers’ Marc Jackson. 


Mourning finally plays 
after kidney transplant 


EAST RUTHERFORD, New Jer- 
sey—Alonzo Moumings first 
game back after a kidney trans- 
plantless than a yearago wasa 
lot like the other 600-plus 


ing to be hard for me to eat 
tonight.” 

Showing remarkable en- 
durance and strength in his 
first NBA game since getting a 


SOTOGRANDE—Sergio Garcia 
showed the consistency that has 
lifted his game this year with a 
four-under-par 67 in difficult con- 
ditions to share the Volvo Masters 
lead with Spanish compatriot Jose. 
Mantel Lara. 

Having won twice on the US Tour 
earlier this season and then taken the 
Mallorca Classic title two weeks ago, 
Garcia set up a chance of successive 
European Tour victories. 

‘A strong wind billowed up many a 
score at Valderrama but Garcia's five- 
birdie round after a bogey at the third, 
vouched for the improvement in his 
short-game this year and the Spaniard's 
standing at world number 10, 

*] misjudged one chip but other- 
wise I can't really think of any really 
bad shots that 1 hit out there today,” 
said the 24-year-old, 

"1 really enjoy [it] when a course is 
tough because you don't have to be 


thinking you have to make every sin- 
gle putt tobe up there. 

“Some courses, if you don't pretty 
much make every putt you don't have 
a chance of winning." Garcia assessed 
hisimprovement after making adjust- 
‘ments to his game this year, adding: 
“Last year my long game was about 
eight out of ten and my short game 
two outof ten. 

“This year my long game is about 
nine, maybe nine and a half, and my 
short game is the best i's ever been, 
Td say a seven." The lethal long 17th, 
Valderrama's most famous hole, took 
its toll, with Britain's locally based 
Miles Tunnicliff running up a nine. 

But Garcia said he always looked 
forward to playing it, confessing that 
the fourth, where he took a nine him- 
self two years ago, was his danger 
hole. 

Joint leader Lara's troublesome 
hole was the fifth where he was stung 


by à wasp, the second such incident 
on the tour in two weeks after South 
African ‘Trevor Immelman suffered 
last week in Madrid. 

Like Immelman, Lara was stung in- 
to taking the early first-round lead аз 
he picked up five birdies in eight 
holes soon after his mishap. 

“It took me a couple of holes to 
walk off the sting but it somehow 
seemed to wake me up and the 
birdies started to come,” said Lara. 

He is looking to beat his best finish 
on tour of second in last year’s Italian 
Open and also improve on his tied 
third in this year's Qatar Masters. 

Brian Davis and Alastair Forsyth 
share third place after 685 with Luke 
Donald, their fellow Briton and Gar- 
cia's Ryder Cup teammate, tied for 
fiftha further stroke back. 

Donald also shared the best perfor- 
mance for the tricky back nine of 
foursunder 32 with Lara, Reuters 
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Aguilar returns to Macau for FIM-As 


games in his NBA career. 

“The only thing 1 can tell you 
is 1 felt his presence,” Philadel- 
phia 76ers center Samual 
Dalembert said. "I got a couple 
of blows to my mouth. It’s go- 


new kidney on Dec. 19, Mourn- 
ing had 12 points and five re- 
bounds in leading the New Jer- 
sey Nets in a 96-94 preseason 
victory over the 76ers on 
‘Thursday. AP 


REVTEX Rocket Glenn Aguilar returns to the 
scene of his grandest triumph when he plunges 
into action in Round 4 of the FIM-Asia Motocross 
Championship to be held in Macau today and to- 
morrow. 

Aside from stamping his class locally, Aguilar, 


the defending champion in the FIM-Asia event, is 
‘coming off a stint in the FIM World Motocross 
Championships set in Namur, Belgium, where he. 
competed against the world's best, including his 
idol world champion Stefan Everts of Belgium. 
"That single event was worth a yearlong train- 


ing locally" said Aguilar, who was Asia's lon 
representative to the world finals. "It (FIM World 
Motocross Championship) made me a better ric 
er and I hope to be able to use the experience v| 
boost my bid for a second straight FIM Asia-P:| 
cific tite.” 
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Chosen by the National Motorcycle Sports and 
Safety Association (Namssa) to represent the 
Philippines in the event with eight others, 
‘Aguilar will try to snare the lead from Japanese 
star Tadazaku Ohtsuka, who has a frontrunning 
125 points. Aguilar totes 110 points. 


UNDER-16 


ROOSEVELT'S Kevin Tim Ang outplayed LS- 
СНз Luis Gomez, 15-9, 15-10, yesterday to 
make the boys’ 16-under singles quarterfinals 
of the 2004 Toby's Age Group Badminton 
Championships at the La Salle-Greenhills 
FMACgym. 

Ang will meet MHDP's Rovie Crisostomo, 
who scored a 11-15, 17-14, 15-4 victory over 
LSGH's Raymond Alonzo. 

Also advancing were Justin Legaspi, Adrian 
Pagsanjan, Joffre Arollado and Kevin Alfred 
Dalisay. 

Winners in the girls singles under class 
were Assumption's Maiqui Laurel over Miri- 


JVC tilt lures 
record roster 


THE JVC Open Badminton intercollegiate 
Championships is expected to draw a record 
field with 12 schools from the WNCAA and 10 
others from the men’s side confirming their 
participation in the event beginning Nov. 10 
at Powersmash. 

They will join eight schools which vied in 
another JVC tourney last July, where Far East- 
em Uswept the men’s and ladies titles. Dead- 
line for registration is Nov. 5. For inquiries, 
call 725-2568/ 0917 5288970 (Nelson), 753- 
1286 (IMG), 09185094845 (Joann), or e- 
mail at jvebadminton@hotmail.com. 


am's Athena Dianne Chan, 11-0, 11-0, DLS- 
Zobel's Chelsea Felix over MDPS' Vicky Jane 
Escoto, 11-1, 11-0, SPAS's Caitlin Chan over 
SINHS' Ariane Llanes, 11-0, 11-2, Assump- 
tion's Raquel Ann Guerrero over Rizal High's 
Princess Cadauan, 11-1, 11-1, ICA's Karen 
Claire Chan over MHDP's Karen Dyan Navea, 
11-7, 11-3, Michelle Victoria Santiago over 
St. Scholastica's Joan Valerie Escoto, 11-1, 11- 
72, and San Jose Academy's Jertie Kagalingan 
over DLSZ' Nina Ramos, 11-2, 11-0. 
In the boys’ 18-under singles, GCBC's Dave 
Erick Moldogo advanced in the quarterfinals 
against MCUS Edmison Fontanilla. 


ANDRE Agassi serves against Jonas 
Bjorkman of Sweden in the second round of 
the Stockholm Open. Agassi won, 6-3, 6-4. ғ 


Rule rules Outdoor Quest early stages 


BAH, Malaysia--International 
d iRule swept the first three 
to take Stage 1 honors Thurs- 
and grab the early lead in the 
оог Quest 2004 at the Nexus 
ort here. 


While most teams treated the 
12.1-kilometer prologue as a mere 
warm-up stage, iRule, led by skip- 
per Marcel Hagener of Germany, 
‘was all business right from the start, 
taking leads of up to 10 meters in 


the early goings of the run-kayak- 
bike leg of the race en route to victo- 


“Australian Cris Klauson, New 
Zealand's Craig Stevens and 
Frenchman Eric Billoud kept in step 


with Hagener as iRule also reigned 
supreme in Race 2 (kayak-bike-run) 
and Race 3 (bike-kayak-run) for an 
aggregate time 1:03:07, а good two 
minutes and four seconds ahead of 
second running Montrail (1:05:11). 
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REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents PINOCCHIO 
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Get 50% off on movie tickets*! 


Avail of this discount upon purchase of any Frito Lay big 
bag or Lay's Stax. Simply exchange your emply stickered 
packs at any SM Cinema ticket booth to get this cool 
discount! 
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October 15 - November 15, 2004 
or until supplies last. 
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PAYNE. Arthouse 
appeal. 


Payne’s 
‘Sideways’ 
is more 
intimate 


NEW YORK—"What's 
funnier than real-life 
experience?" Alexan- 
der Payne asks. 

That — question 
could serve as the 
motto for the director 
who set "Election" in. 
a real high school, 
with authentic stu- 
dents and plopped an. 
au naturelle Kathy 

ates into a hot tub in 
"About Schmidt.” ea! 

But in Paynes 
“Sideways,” theres 
more tenderness. Like 
all ofhis films, its care- 
fully imbued with a 
sense of realism, but 
without his trademark. 
biting sain 

“Election,” “Citi- 
zen Ruth" and “About 
Schmidt” are more 
‘let's examine a situa- 
tion,” Payne said in а 
recent interview. 

"We're outside the 
world of the charac? 
ters. This feels more 
like the story issuirig 
from the inside of the 
characters.” 


Old friends 

The movie focuses 
on two old friends 
who embark on a 
wine-tasting trip to 
California's Santa 
Ynez Valley. Miles 
(Paul Giamatti) feuds 
with Jack (Thomas 
Haden Church) over 
their divergent ex- 
pectations for the va- 
cation, 

Miles, a depressed 
divorcee and wine 
connoisseur, wants 
nothing but to sip 
fine pinot noir, while 
Jacks  self-pro- 
claimed “plight” is to 
sow the last of his 
oats before his im- 
pending marriage. 

As the two friends 
grapple with their ° 
middle-aged lives 
(one a teacher with a 
700-page unpub- 
lished novel, the oth; 
er an out-of work acy 
tor), they careen bes 
tween wineries, 
eventually returning 
home in a busted-up 
Saab. 

їз Payne's first 
foray into making a 
movie anywhere but 
Omaha, Neb. The 43- 
year-old lives in Los 
Angeles with wife 
(and “Sideways” co: 
star) Sandra Oh. 

“I love shooting in 
the midwest, but 1 
never want to be The. 
Nebraska бшу" 
Payne explained. 
"Tm a filmmaker, so 
Td like to shoot ev- 
erywhere.” 


Coincidence 

That desire to set 
ош with a camera 
may explain this be- 
ing his second road 
movie in a row after 
“About Schmidt,” but 
its just coincidence 
to Payne. 

“Election isa high 
school movie by a guy 
who couldnt have 
been less interested in 
making a high school 
movie, and ‘About 
Schmidt and 'Side- 
ways' are road movies 
made by a guy who is 
mot really interested 
in road movies. 1 hate 
shooting in cars.” 
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screenwriting Oscar for “Election” and won a 
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Who are The Incredibles? 


Like most ten year old boys, Dash 


rom m t о seems to be moving even when 
MyGlobe gives you an exclusive ation his special multi-funct? , misan, a remote island paradise standing still. Full of restless energy, 
'backgrounder on the world's favorite. a nde him the É ofe| far side of the world. An ^ he has the power of supo 
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IN BETWEEN the 1918 Boston squad (inset) that won a World Series and this year’s Red Sox 
team that swept St. Louis for the title was an 86-year-old curse that finally came to an end. лғ 


With the curse 
gone, Red Sox 
eye long reign 


Series championship since 1918, the Boston Red Sox began talking 


S T. LOUIS, Missouri—Only minutes after winning their first World 


about having a long reign upon their barely warm throne. 


The Red Sox blanked St. Louis, 3-0, Wednes- 
day to complete a four-game sweep of Major 
League Baseballs best-of-seven final, bringing 
long-suffering Boston supporters their first 
crown in 86 years. 

“То all the Red Sox fans, enjoy the celebra- 
tion,” general manager Theo Epstein said. "Well 
doitagain next year.” 

Series MVP Maniy Ramirez, whose team- 
high seven hits included a home run, hopes to 
have such a title run that fans forget the ache of 
past failures. 

"Were going to keep playing hard and blank 
out all the negativity” Ramirez said. "I told my 
wife before the season started, This is the year 
And we did it. We're the champs.” 

Сип Schilling, Game 2's winning pitcher de- 
spite a dislocated right ankle tendon, signed with 
the Red Sox this season to bring Boston a title 
and proved as good as his word. 

“Pm just so happy Fm part of the club that fi- 
nally did it," Schilling said, paying tribute to the 
long-ridiculed goat of a 1986 tite bid that failed 
опе out from a title. "m happy for the fans in 
Boston, for Bill Buckner” 

‘The Red Sox made the greatest comeback in 


baseball playoff history just to reach the World 
Series, rallying after three losses to beat the rival 
New York Yankees four in a row to win the Amer- 
ican League finals. 

‘That experience came in handy when the time 
came to close out the Cardinals. 

“We leamed a lot when we played the Yan- 
kees,” Ramirez said. “Iwas talking to some of the 
guys and I said, ‘Let's go. Dont let those guys 
breathe.’ Anything can happen.” 

Red Sox manager Terry Francona said he 
"wants this team to be remembered for its 
achievements rather than snapping a skid that 
spanned generations, 

“As winners—that’s probably the only impor- 
tant thing for me, that we won," he said. 

Francona was not a believer in the Curse of 
the Bambino—that the 1919 sale of Babe Ruth 
to the Yankees led to the Red Sox futility streak. 

But Epstein said Ruth would have enjoyed the 
free spirits on this Red Sox club, especially long- 
haired leadoff hitter Johnny Damon, whose 


home run on the fourth pitch of the game pro~- 


vided all the scoring Boston needed. 
“He and Damon would've had a good time 
hanging out together,” Epstein said. АЕР 


Remembering the Payne 


LAKE BUENA VISTA, Florida—Paul Azinger 
rarely plays in а golf tournament without 
something reminding him of Payne Stewart, 
and the memories were particularly strong 
during The Funai Classic at Disney. 

Monday marked the five-year an- 
niversary of the plane crash that killed 
Stewart and five others. 

Disney was the last tournament he 
played 

Three days after he missed the cut by 
опе shot, Stewart boarded а private plane 
for a meeting on a golf course project in Dal 
Jas and then to play the Tour Champion 
in Houston. The plane lost cabin pressure 
and flew uncontrolled across the country 
until it ran out of fuel and plunged into a 
field in South Dakota. 

‘Azinger and Stewart were part 
ners for the first two pro-am 
rounds at Disney that year. 
Even though he shot 71-71, 
Stewart managed to make 
headlines by speaking in a 
mock Chinese accent on 
ESPN during a rain delay 
to retaliate for comments 
British golf analyst Peter 
Alliss had made about the 
US Ryder Cup team. 

"у watched him do it,” 
Azinger said, smiling and shaking his head. “Не 
comes over to me and says, ‘Hey, that was pretty 
funny, huh?' I told him, ‘Congratulations, Payne. 
You just insulted about 3 billion people.” 

‘Azinger remembers the loose lips, the pranks, 
the jabs. He remembers their favorite fishing 
spot behind the fifth hole on the Magnolia 


У 


STEWART: Never forgotten 


course, where they once came across a rat- 
tlesnake on a dirt path and hit l-irons at it. Tom 
Lehman remembers, to. 
He delivered a powerful tribute-to Stewart 
during a chilling ceremony before the start of 
the '99 Tour Championship, where an 
eerie fog shrouded the first fairway as 
players satin shock. Lehman tries to 
have dinner with Stewarts widow, 
‘Tracey every time he comes to Or- 
lando for Bay Hill or Disney. 

“1 think about Payne fairly 
frequently” Lehman said. "it 
could be anything—highlights 
of a golf toum i 
knickers, thin 
Ryder Cup, coming to Orlando, 
getting on a private jet. You 

don't want to forget. 1 don't 
know if you want to dwell on 
what happened five years ago, 

but you don't want to forget.” 
‘Anyone who goes in the locker 
room at Disney cannot forget Stew- 

ап. 
Past champions have their own 
row of lockers. Stewart's locker has a 
glass door to show its contents— a 
pair of red plus-fours on a hanger, a 
white shirt with his silhouette 
stitched in navy blue, A white tam- 
c'shanter cap is on a hook above white shoes 
and a wom glove. A box of golf balls is on the 
top shelf. 

‘One look at the balls—a black box of Titleist 
‘Tour Prestige, a wound golf ball now obsolete 
—was a reminder of how long ago it seems that 
the reigning US Open champion died. АР 
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The first and only 
celfone to find 
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your child in 
seconds. 
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nat'l duathlon 


MORE than 150 duathletes from all over 
Central and Southern Luzon, Metro Mani- 
1а and even the Visayas are expected to 
participate when Mimosa-Montevista Vil- 
Jas hosts the 3rd National Duathlon Cham- 
pionship on Nov. 7. 

5. Starting and ending at the grounds of the 
Mimosa Golf.Academy inside the sprawling 
Clark Special Economic Zone, the 10-Krun, 40- 
K bike, 5-K run will see defending champion 

„Ryan Mendoza going for his third straight title. 

Challenging him are fellow national Jeff 
‘Valdes, national triathletes led by Eldy Banluta 
and marathoner Mamerto Corpuz. 

Ў A wide open race is expected in the women's 

3 division of the event, sponsored by Speedo, 

Š Clark Development Corp. and Reliv, in the ab- 

ў sence of defending champion Michelle Ferrer. 

É Favorites include national triathlon champi- 

Eon Ani de Leon, Popo Nagtalon, Kaye Lopez 

E and Bing Alto, the last three fresh from their 

S stint with the national cycling team. The Yam- 

Z bao sisters, Lisa and Luisa, are also rated highly 


Ў while Sen. Pia Cayetano is expected to join. 


“We are happy to be part of this big sports 
event and we are looking forward to an even 
more active participation next year,” said 
Karen Meneses, sales and marketing manag- 
er of Montevista Villas. 

Aside from the regular distance, the event 
will also feature a sprint duathlon, a 5-K run, 
20-K bike, 2.5-K run for 19 and below and 
executives. Registration fee is P700 while 
onsite registration is P1,000. Registration 
forms are available at all Speedo Concept 
Stores in Metro Manila. 

‘Triathlon Association of the Philippines 
president Tom Carrasco Jt. said the event 
will be used by TRAP as one of the qualifying 
events to select representatives to interna- 
tional competitions next year. 

With the scrapping of the duathlon 
events in next year’s SEA Games here in 
Manila, TRAP is eyeing the Asian Duathlon 
‘Championship in Thailand and the World 
Duathlon Championship in New South 
Wales in Australia next year to give its ath- 
letes more exposure. 


p SOCCER CHAMP: German soccer champion Werder Bremen's 
É forwarder Miroslav Klose celebrates his goal against VfB Stuttgart 
S with a somersault during the German first division Bundesliga soccer 


# match in Stuttgart, Oct. 27. 
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Sports Center to open 
beach volleyball court 


4, CANTADA Sports Center is inau- 
Ў gurating its beach volleyball 
£ court in Taguig with a whole-day 
% beach volleyball party on Satur- 
E day, Nov. 6. 
5 The event will feature a one-day 
all-female tournament in both open 
F and collegiate categories. Food and 
drinks will be served to participants 
and guests, while music will be pro- 
vided by a known DJ. 
‘The state-of-the-art beach vol- 
} leyball court boasts uniform-grain 
washed sand, a professionally de- 
E signed drainage system, very ade- 
S quate lighting, immaculate show- 
Fer and locker facilities and a light- 
ning-detector system that is wide- 
ly used in golf courses and various 
s; Playing fields in the United States. 
& Highlights of the event will be 
û aired on a major television net- 
„j Work. Joe Cantada Sports, pro- 
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ducer of the top television boxing 
show "Fistorama," will likewise 
handle the production. 

Aside from its beach volleyball 
court, Cantada Sports Center has 
a golf academy, a modem shoot- 
ing range, an air-conditioned bas- 
ketball gym with a wooden floor 
identical to that of the Ultra and 
the Araneta Center, a boxing are- 
па with an original Everlast ring, 
a fimess and boxing gym with 
top-of-the-line equi 
three-court badminton fa 
children's playground with pony 
rides, lodging facilities, function 
rooms and sports lounges. 

The tournament is open to all 
school and non-school affiliated 
teams. There will be no entry fees 
and cash prizes will be at stake. 
For details, call 0917-8332353, 
0917-8170212 or 8443143. 
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Run set 
in Cebu 
Nov. 28 


ANEW ROUTE and 
post-race activities 
will highlight the 
third Queen City Run 
atthe Cebu South 
Coastal Road on Sun- 
day, Nov. 28. 

This event, pre- 
sented by Converse 
and MTV Philip- 
pines, is dubbed as 
“Asia's first Mardi 
Gras run.” An annual 
project of the Cebu 
Visitors and Conven- 
tional Bureau 
(CVCB) in parmer- 
ship with the Cebu 
City Government and 
the Department of 
Tourism-Region УП, 
itis presented by In 
nove (Globe Broad- 
band) and Cebu Pa- 
cific, the event's offi- 
cial airline. 

Spanning a dis- 
tance of 13.4 kilome- 
ters, starting and fin- 
ishing at Kawit Point 
in the Cebu South 
Reclamation Project 
(SRP), the race is ex- 
pected to draw over 
8,000 participants 


two editions of the 
Queen City Run, 
which was joined by 
thousands of partici- 
pants, the race start- 
ed from Lapu-Lapu 
City and finished at 
the Asiatown IT Park 
inLahug. 

A5-km wheelchair 
event will be held as 
ап added attraction. 

Those interested 
can register at #2 
Dond. Llorente 
Street, Capitol, Cebu 
City (across the for- 
mer HSBC Building 
at comer Juana Os- 
meña Street) or at 
the CVCB office at 
the mezzanine floor 
of the Waterfront Ce- 
buCity Hotel and 
Casino. 

For information, 
contact the QCR Sec- 
retariat c/o Tourkon- 
sult and Manage- 
ment Inc. at 2551- 
250 or the CVCB'of- 
fice at 2326888 local 
8913 and look for 
Marcie Abesamis. 


Pune FOUNDATION, INC. 
NG BILLIARDS CORP 


FISHING TILT: Past Anglers of the Year Rico Gueco (right) and Bong Nery Jr., champion 
team; Tony Espejo, second place; and Philippine Game Fishing Foundation president Judes 


Echauz and Tina Bernasconi, third place; 


Bowling & Billiards Corp. fishing tournament held in Lian, Batangas. 


other competitors in the recent Playdium 
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only celfone to 
relay his call to 
family members 
when you cant 
be reached. _ 
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‘THE ZONE'S Bubu Lim and Manila Polo Club's Rina Samson lead their squads to the national finals. 


PLATINUM CUP 


Faith, 


North elims Cavite 
start today 


PREMIER City Club, 
Celebrity Sports Club and 
the Olympic Badminton 
Club loom as the teams to 
watch when the biggest 
eliminations leg of the Bat- 
tle of the Courts: National 
Inter-Club Platinum Сир 
unfurls today in Libis, Que- 
zon City. 

Premier, Celebrity and Olympic 
are three of the 18 teams in the 
field belonging to the North sec- 
tor of a Metro Manila-wide quali- 
fying field for the Platinum Cup, 
which is co-presented by INQUIRER 
Badminton and Globe Platinum, 

The North area qualifying at 
the giant Olympic Badminton 
Club iis the fourth and last leg of 
the eliminations of the country’s 
first showdown among bad- 
minton courts and facilities. And 
because ofthe size of the field, or- 
ganizers have allotted three spots 
forthe North area. 

‘The other teams in the cast are 
Woosh, Libis Badminton Center, 


Hoop Sharks whip Kings 
promo for 5th straight win 


slated 


THE BLUE Sharks maintained 
their record clean with a 79-72 


Serve N Smash, Battledore&Shut- 
tlecock, Yellow Feather, Chuts, 
Toss N Smash, Sureplay-Murphy, 
Sureplay-Araneta, Don Antonio 
Sports Center, Banawe Bad- 
minton Arcade, Star Smash, 
Greencourt, C4 and Pinnacle, 

Major sponsors include Philip- 
pine Airlines Mabuhay Miles, 
Mizuno Badminton and LTime 
Studio. Nestlé is the official drink 
provider, Gerflor Taraflex the offi- 
cial mat sponsor, Gosen the offi- 
cial shuttlecock, Westin Philip. 
pine Plaza the official hotel. 

‘Teams competing will be divid- 
ed into three groups with the No. 
1 team in each advancing to the 
finals, The three teams will then 
decide among themselves the 
area champion. 

Celebritys campaign is ban- 
nered by former squash champs 
Manny Boy and Chiqui Yam, Pre- 
mier is counting on Adrain Co 
and Rommie Tan, while the 
Olympic bid is dependent on 
John Solquillo and Michael Bar- 
tolome. 


>. 


BASKETBALL repeat over the Kings last Satur- — Kings 
footwear and appar- day at the Makati Coliseum for its Knights 


el brand ANDI is fifth straight victory in the Am- 
holding a special pro- bassadorsCupofthe 2004 FIBL. 
mo to celebrate the — меза Blue Sharks game all the 
arrival ofthe famed way after posting a 38-22 lead mid- 
AND1 Mix Tape Tour way in the second quarter behind 
in the Philippines. the offensive effort of Rakesh Chan- 
‘The ANDI Mix dumal, who topscored for the Blue 
‘Tape Tour isa special Sharks with 42 points. 
event featuring The Kings’ cause was hurt by 
stteetball legends their very poor shooting from the 
like Philip “Hot freethrow area and compounded 


Sauce” Champion further by the absence again of berth with 


and Lonnie "Prime their injured playing co-owner 
Objective” Нате. Mike Advani. 
For every P3,000 Despite their loss, the Kings, now 


purchaseofregular with a 23 


items, customers get ofa semifinals slot regardless of the 
twofreeticketstothe ощсоте of their game against the 


ANDI Mix Tape Tour defending 


gamethisNov.6atthe Bombers, who lost anew to the 
Araneta Coliseum. Knights in the second game, 80-59. 


STANDINGS w 
Blue Sharks 5 
2 
2 


Bombay Bombers 1 
GAMES Oot 31 (Makati Coliseum) 
2:30 p.m—knighe vs Blue Sharks 
4:30 p.m—kings vs Bombay Bombers 
630 pm Lite Knights vs Royals Û) 


‘The Knights’ Mukesh Mohnani 
was unstoppable with his 35 points. 
The Knights posted a runaway 80- 
59 victory over the Bombers and as- 
sured themselves of a semifinals 


With their 1-4 win-loss record, 
the Bombers are in a must win situ- 
ation tomorrow, when they face the 
record, are stil assured Knights following the Blue Sharks- 

Knights tussle at 2:30 pm. 

In the junior division the Lile 
champion Bombay Knights beat the Bobeats, 47-42, 
and go for their fourth win tomor- 
row against the Royal. 


rule 
UPWC 


WRESTLERS from 
Cavite and Faith 
Academy led the win- 
ners of the fourth 


sion of the University 
of фе Philippines 
Wrestling Club (UP- 
WC) last Saturday in 
Quezon City. 

‘Topping the differ- 
ent divisions we 
‘Amel Tizon of Cavite 
(50kg), Етег 
Navarro of Cavite (- 
55kg), Antonio Go- 
nato of the Philippine 
Navy (-60kg), Steve 
Elliott of Faith Acade- 
my (65kg), Micah 
Collins of Faith 
Academy (75kg), 
Froilan Sarenas of 
UPWC _ (80kg), 
Walden Carbonell of 
Submission Sports (- 
85kg), and TJ Tiu of 
DLSU (85kg). 


LAND OF THE 
GIANTS 

The Houston 
Rockets’ 7-foot-6 
center Yao Ming 
towers as he shoots 
‘over San Antonio 
Spurs 7-foot-1 
forward Tim 
Duncan (left) and 6- 
foot-9 Tony 
Massenburg 
inapreseason game 
between both 
teams featuring two 
ofthe National 
Basketball 
Association's best 
big men. Duncan’s 
Spurs got the 
better of the match, 
beating Yao's 
Rockets, 76-69, 
atthe Laredo 
Entertainment 
Center in Texas 

on Oct. 27. 
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Find his location 
saan man siya 
mapunta. Type 
<WIS><your kid's 
celfone number? 
then send to 386. 


Your kid’s future starts here. KID LOCATOR 


Questions? Comments? Concerns? Сай the SMART Hotline at 888 1111, or "888 (lll free), e-mall us at smartkid@smart.com.ph, or visit the SMART Wireless Center nearest you. 
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Use this for 
emergency para 
may kapamilyang 


M siguradong sasagot 


sa tawag niya. 
Just tell your kid 
to dial 222. 


PLANET KID 


Learning can be 
more fun with 
PLANET KID's 
click-and-browse 
educational 
content. 


Simply Anazing! 
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i - BEA HORSES ARE kept in well-ventilated, air-conditioned stables before the 
GOOD FOOD is the hallmark of the spacious VIP restaurant. rates. 


ka 

ig 
THERE is no mistaking the 
stench, it hits you from several 


ка A) ‘SPANKING CLEAN and fully automated, the ticket counters make 
meters away. » мама t 
uc dung made War aê COM 2% betting , win or lose, a pleasant experience. 
Tayuman and Felix Huertas : pa 
Streets smell that way, the foul 4 
odor that characterized the San x T 
Lazaro Hippodrome area, the 
erstwhile house of the "Sport of 
Kings." 
But that whiff has long been 
gone, and the loud call of the 
races during weekends, which 
woke up several barangays sur- 
rounding the old “Hippodromo,” 
went with it. 
From where once lay the bas- 
tion of one of the oldest recre- 
ational activities in the country 
will stand another facility that 
will attract the crowds once 
more, but notin the same manner 
in which the masses before them 
‘came—in droves—to witness the 
finest real-life action only man s я 
and horse can bring. ADEQUATE LIGHTING and fresh air combine to make a night visit worthwhile. 
What started out as a social 
club of 100 select members the are posted as well asthe next post 
Prieto family helped put up in time 
1867 has gone high-tech, after a But then again, even that one 
consortium headed by lawyer Al- = - : still works perfectly well. 
fonso Reyno, which bought that (ago u To justify the E АЕ 
old edifice in Sta. Cruz, trans- Sig group said it wishes to see a chain 
ferred operations to a 77-hectare S Б reaction, expecting horse owners 
lot in Carmona, Cavite. 8 EN and breeders to follow suit by ac- 
Make your way to the ultra- 2 quiring more expensive, better 
modern world of the San Lazaro chargers, and putting Philippine 
Leisure Park, where the new own- = horseracing in the Asian map in 
ers have started to take Philip. gery poem pa pad ‘as date ecu nd gr he etd 
pine horseracing to new heights — E a chartin the long run. 
with a racing facility designed to нөт зк ХЕ “Better horses would make for 
be at par with the best racetracks better races. Better races would 
in the world, mean better sales, and better 
“This is the vision Atty. Reyno is sales would ultimately mean big- 
passionately trying то fulfill,” said. THEMAIN grandstand towers over the track. ve ses for iet" GE 
director Martin Cepeda, also the plained. 
man in charge of racing opera-  Sadamichi, a Japanese race- group, its 16-hectares fetching a Ала it has started to happen. 
tions of the SLL? “He has putin a track builder of world-class cal- princely P15,000 per square me- Regular races these days give out 
lot of work—and money—in this iber, was personally brought over ter а guaranteed prize of P125,000 
and heis proud of what he has so to oversee the construction of the. Butwhywasitsold, when busi- to the winning horse. Cepeda 
far accomplished.” SLLP track, which is made up of ness was doing well and when 95 bared that they would want that 
“And he will not stop until this five layers of various materials to percent of all sales now come to shoot up to something like 
facility truly becomes state of the ensure safety of jockey and horse. from OTBs? P400,000 per race. 
art.” The Recio and Casas architec- Тһе better query would be: “And now that we have a race- 
Stateoftheart has so far tural fim worked on the build. Whyspendabundleanfixingone tack that could compare and 
meant P1.5 billion in expenses ings, which offer a great view of thing that was not broken in the even beat the best ones in Asia, s TIMES 
and counting, and other infras- the races and comfortable air- firs place? we can invite (horse) owners OFFAND running race horses gallop to the finish line in relative safety 
tructures will rise in the next few conditioned lounges and agrand- About the only thing old inthis from all over to race here and put 
years, the most immediate being stand that can accommodate a new facility is the official results this in the international map. ventions abroad and tell every- the country is already in the 
the equestrian facility to be used throng and make one's long trip tower, that two-layered makeup Thatisthe ultimate vision of Atty. one of this facility. Before, he had works, as the Klub Don Juan de 
for the Southeast Asian Games to Carmona worthit. in the saddling paddock with а Reyno.” to keep quiet because he had very Manila, a group of owners who 
the county is hosting next year. ‘The old San Lazaro was sold to virtual compass in the roof where “He (Reyno) can now go to little to talk about.” named their organization after 
mall developers by Reyno's the numbers of the race winners meetings and horseracing con- The first international race in the late Johnny Ismaels great 
horse of the 1950s, has already 
been staging the “Don Juan 
championship races.” 
Stepping onto the lobby of the 
ut EL. 1 SLLP alone gives one a different. 
ule vt 5 Us ^ B els еен Sa feeling. It's like making your way 
ОА н кут = дм = nig he S ms into a five-star hotel although this 
i i Ez ы rE a E IDEA time you are greeted by betting 
наад ыр] BREE CBS, SARA machines and the spectacular 
ا‎ Ir view of the track without bump- 
DIGGS са} Casa ing people out of the way for a 
Ё [5 GA оой view. 
5 eee 1 р world-class, definitely” 
Mas cs KG Юа ма Top said chair emeritus Leo Prieto, 
T TQ who sold the Manila Jockey Club 
1o Reyno for P2 billion and who 
fervently follows the evolution of 
the sport—and its venue--even 
to this day. 

“People who rode horses in 
those days had thought of putting 
upaclub where they can see their 
special horses, like special cars 
today, in action,” Prieto ex 
plained, "And I am proud to say 
that my forefathers were among 
those who started it all.” 

Prieto recalled making trips to 
Spain just to see what racetracks 
there are like, applying what he 
saw when he owned the Manila 
Jockey Club, And in the few times 
that he was invited to the new 
track, it was like seeing his baby 
turn into a handsome boy. 

“The Manila Jockey Club is in 
good, able hands,” he said. 

And there's one other thing 
that’s a sure bet at the SLLB the 

RACE HORSES negotiate the final bend, a safe distance from the railings of the bulldozed track oval. air there is fresh, 
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KID LOCATOR 


Find his location saan man siya 
mapunta. Type <\ 


) <your kid's celfone number? 


then send го 386, 


FAMILY FINDER 


Use this for emergency para 
тау kapamilyang siguradong, 
sasagot sa tawag niya. Just tell 
your kid to dial 222, 


y FUN AND GAMES 


Learning can be more fun with 
PLANET KIDS clekand.browse 
educational content. 
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Kidman says ‘Birth’ is about love 


EW YORK—In the new 
N film, “Birth,” Nicole Kid- 
man stars as a woman who 
believes her dead husband is in- 
habiting a 10-year-old boy's body. 
At first, Kidman's character dismisses the 
boy's claims, but his intensity and conviction 
begin to sway her, and she starts to fall in love 
withhim. 
Chaste 
Though the moment is chaste, a scene in 
which Kidman and the boy (played by 
Cameron Bright) share a bathtub, caused a 


hubbub and drew boos when “Birth” was 
screened at the Venice Film Festival. 

"This isa beautiful film about love. I do not 
see it as something that is exploitive or dis- 
tasteful,” the 37-year-old actress told AP Tele- 
vision News. 

“Because of my work, the things I choose to 
do are very important to me," Kidman said. 

She added: "What drew me to this film is 
that, it is about the strength and the memory 
of love, the desire to have something that ex- 
ists forever.” 

Lauren Bacall, who plays Kidman’s mother 
in the movie, became irritated during an in- 
terview on British television last month when 


Kidman was described asa “legend.” 


Legend 

"She's nota legend," said Bacall, cutting off 
the interviewer in mid-sentence. “She can't be 
a legend at whatever age she is. You have to 
beoldei" 

Kidman told APTN that she and Bacall, 80, 
are firm friends. 

“I adore her,” she said. “She has been 
good to me. I have known her for quite 
sometime. She's a survivor and yet, she has 
enormous generosity in terms of her knowl- 
edge and protection. She is very maternal 
with me,” AP 


NICOLE Kidman and 
Cameron 

caused a hubbub in 
Venice. 


Nothing new in latest | 
‘SCQ’ season 


By Noelani Torre 


BY having their contestants go through all 
sorts of tests, the makers of Star Circle 
Quest seem bent on proving that making it 
in show business is no easy thing. At the 
end of the day, questors—which is what 
they call the artista wannabes—must show 
that they can sing, dance, act, look good, 
and hold their cool in front ofa distressing- 
ly frank trio of jurors. 

We've been tuning in to ABS-CBN now 
that its search has gone national. Now 
called the “Star Circle National Teen 
Quest,” the talent search has been widen- 
ing its horizons by auditioning talented 
teens from all over the country. 

Still, the selection largely remains Mani- 
la-centrie, with the National Capital Region 
having the greatest number of candidates, 


Process 

The process remains pretty much the 
same, Modeled after the ultra-successful 
“American Idol,” Quest has its versions of 
the former's now-famous judging trio in 
the persons of Boy Abunda, Gloria Diaz and 
Laurenti Dyogi. 

Abunda seems to be trying to be another 
Simon Cowell, but his brand of frankness 
isn't as amusing as the latter's, The fact that 
Cowell also made sharp criticism his signa- 
ture style already works against Abunda, as 
well as the fact that our culture is a lot dif- 
ferent, 

And if Diaz is supposed to provide sym- 
pathy a la Paula Abdul, well, it isn't work- 
ing. She's almost as volubly critical as 
Abunda and as such, presents no contrast 
to his style. 

We watch this show not only for the con- 
testants, but also for the judges. Thus, we 
‘would like to see jurors who are really judg- 


Lis LAUS 


ing. We're not saying that Abunda and com- 
pany aren't. But, have a listen to their com- 
‘ments and you'll be like—huh? 


Out of nowhere 

Some of the things they say seem to 
соте out of nowhere, making their choices 
appear arbitrary. Oh, and you could also try 
counting how many times they say some- 
thing along the lines of well-you-have-no- 
talent-but-you-look-good-so-you're-in, 
Now that's reality, don't you think? 

After all, how many established artistas 
who can sing, dance and act do you know? 
And we don't mean otso-otso dancing, pre- 
recorded singing, or wail and sob-style act- 
ing, either. 

Were not quite comfortable with their cri 
tiquing style. Not that there's anything wrong 
with honesty per se, but we'd feel better about 
icif the contestants didn't look so terrified, or 
ended up in tears as often as they do. 

Frankness not being a particularly Fil- 
ipino trait, perhaps it would help ifthe con- 
testants psyched themselves up before fac- 
ing the panel, 


Problematic 

Also problematic are the “exercises” that 
the judges make the questors do. Watching 
them, we felt pity for the poor questors, as 
well as a little embarrassment for their 
sake. The judges end up looking like pup- " 
pet masters with a sadistic streak. 

"The show also missed the opportunity to 
make some interesting’ television by not 
having the jurors do all the screening, in- 
stead of presenting them with a pre- 
screened selection. 

Te may not have been feasible due to the 
Jurors’ schedules, but we would have en- 
joyed watching something like William 
Hungs audition. 


n NASAN d 


Leo Martinez aims to instill sense 
of nationalism in local films 


By Remy Umerez 


LEO Martinez is anything but the wily con- 
gressman Manhik Manaog he portrays on 
television. He shares the same passion with 
his TV alter ego, though, when he fights for 
things he strongly believes in. 

Leo was appointed by President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo as Director General of 
the Film Academy of the Philippines. He 
values the opportunity to protect the inter- 
est of artists like himself. 


Glamour 


Martinez brought 
glamour back to the 


last FAP awards 
night. 

But, the most im- 
portant change was 
made in the award's 
selection process. 
Leo helped raise 
funds to purchase 
computers for guild 
members who still 
use manual type- 
writers, Also, FAP 
now has its own 
website. 

Another achieve- 
ment Leo is proud 
of is the signing of 
а Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) 
with the Bureau of 
Immigration. Any 
foreign film com- 
pany who wants to 
shoot in the coun- 
try has to register 
with the РАР 
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LOS ANGELES—Cinema’s high- 
est awards are still four months 
away, the same length of time 
that Ray Charles has been dead, 
but frenzied Oscar “buzz” is al- 
ready swirling around a new film 
about the music legend. 

‘The biopic, “Ray,” starring si 
zling Hollywood property Jamie 
Foxx, opened last week in the- 
aters, but the tinseltown chatter 
about its Academy Awards poten- 
tial is already deafening. 

“The Oscars race has begun, 
and Jamie Foxx is a clear fron- 
runner for best actor” awards 
expert Tom O'Neil told AFP 

“He is getting unanimous rave 
reviews on a role based on a real- 
life hero, which is always a good 
formula for courting Oscar,” he 
said. 


Prosthetic eyelids 

In the film, which “An Officer 
and a Gentleman" director Taylor 
Hackford battled to make for 15 
years, the 36-year-old Foxx con- 
vincingly lures viewers into the 
darkened world of the blind mu- 


5 sician. 


During the two months of film- 
ing, Foxx, who starred opposite 
Tom Cruise in the 2004 thriller, 
"Collateral," donned uncomfort- 
able prosthetic eyelids to simu- 
lare blindness and played 
Charles's, famed music note for 
note on the piano. 

“It was awful, but there's no 
other way to do it,” Foxx told the 
los Angeles Times of his 14- 
hours-a-day of self-imposed dark- 
ness. "Ray couldn't just open his 
eyes between takes. You can't 
fake it,” Foxx said. 


'LADDER 49' 


ў 


FOXX as the legendary musici 


Hackford worked closely with 
Charles, who died at 73 of liver 
disease on June 10, and said that 
the man who virtually invented 
soul music approved of the film 
and of Fox's portrayal of his ex- 
traordinary life, 

“Ray Charles was my partner,” 
Hackford told an interviewer. “He 
was involved every step the way,” 
he said, adding that the singer ar- 
ranged some of the movie's mu- 
sic. 


Accomplished pianist 

Before production began, 
Foxx, an accomplished pianist, 
met Charles in his Los Angeles 
recording studios, where he 
jammed with the sometimes 
prickly musical legend, finally 
‘winning his approbation. 

“He has a thorny side,” Ha 
ford recalled. “It's a bit like being 
thrown in a thorn bush. But ulti- 
mately, Jamie survived.” The re- 
sult has put Foxx in an early poll 
position for a best actor Oscar 
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SATURDAYSpecial . 
Ray Charles movie generates 


early Oscar buzz for Jamie Foxx 


nomination when the nods are 
unveiled on Jan. 25 ahead of the 
77% Annual Academy Awards 
ceremony that will be held in Hol- 
lywood on Feb. 27. 

But, his competition is stiff, 
pundits warned. 


Historical epic 

Colin Farrell is also the subject of 
Oscar buzz, or intense industry 
speculation, for his role as Alexan- 
der the Great, in Oliver Stone's his- 
torical epic, "Alexander" 

"Tani? star Leonardo Di- 
Caprio is under intense scrutiny for 
his role in "The Aviator; a biopic 
about the life of eccentric US bil- 
lionaire industrialist, pilot and 
movie mogul Howard Hughes. 

The movie, directed by Martin 
Scorsese, is also widely tipped as 
a possible contender for best pic- 
ture and best director. 

Jude Law isa hot contender for 
best actor for his role in Mike 
Nichol's new film, “Closer,” the 
story of four people's loves and 


betrayals (which also stars Julia 
Roberts, Natalie Portman and 
Clive Owen). The film is also seen 
asabest picture contender. 

“Also expected to vie for best ac- 
tor are Liam Neeson for “Kinsey! 
in which he plays sex expert Al- 
fred Kinsey, Kevin Bacon for his 
role as a pedophile battling his 
urges in “The Woodsman,” and 
Javier Bardem for “The Sea In- 
side” in which he plays a 
quadriplegic. 

In the best actress race, Annette 
Bening is seen as an early favorite 
for her role in "Being Julia." 

Based on a 1937 W. Somerset 
Maugham story, the film tells of a 
selfish, spoiled but gifted British 
stage star, her fears of aging, and 
her relationship with her vain 
manager-husband, played by 
Jeremy Irons. 


Abortion 

Bening is expected to battle 
British actress Imelda Staunton 
for her role in Mike Leigh's "Vera 
Drake,” about the still-sensitive 
issue of abortion in the 1950s, a 
film that is also being talked 
about as a best picture and best 
director contender, 

А much vaunted possibility for 
best picture is Michael Moore's 
polemical political documentary, 
“Fahrenheit 9/11," which won 
best film at Cannes, and which 
O'Neil said has a shot at the ulti- 
mate movie award. 

“Fahrenheit could be the first 
documentary ever to be nominat- 
ed for best picture, which would 
be revolutionary, especially in 
this political climate,” O'Neil 
said. AIP 


Good intentions don’t a good movie make 


By Noelani Torre. 


IN an interview with Oprah Win- 
frey, John Travolta explained that 
his newest movie, “Ladder 49, 
looked “at the bigger picture.” 
‘The film, he said earnestly, is not 
meant to showcase its stars or its 
visual effects 

Instead, its meant to be a trib- 
ute to the courage and heroism of 


 firefighters—a group of men 


who've garnered a lot of attention 
and admiration ever since 9/11. 
Indeed, “Ladder 49"—which 
tells the story of Jack (Joaquin 
Phoenix) and his fellow firefight- 
ers in a Baltimore fire sta- 
tion—does succeed in honoring 
the bravery and sacrifices made 
by the people in this particularly 


j dangerous profession. 


: Sentimentality 


However, though the filmmak- 
ers’ good intentions may be laud- 
able, they also burden the movie 
with enough tedious sentimental- 
ity to keep one in a permanently 
cringing state. 

There's a well-known saying 
concerning good intentions, and 
the road to hell that is applicable 
here, though we wouldn't call 


BARRETT AND PHOENIX, Understated but compelling. 


watching this movie “hell.” It 
does have its good points, after 
all, foremost among them being 
the visuals and the acting. 

‘There are opportunities for dis- 
playing pyrotechnic theatrics 
with а subject matter like this, 
and the film's creators have gone 
all the way. 

Tliey give us heart-stopping, 
infernal scenes of fire gone out of 
control, dramatic explosions, 
falling walls of flame, and so on. 

This takes care of the audi- 
ence's adrenaline fix needs, and it 
accentuates the courage of fire- 
fighters who battle with the 


Bumper crop of 


By Behn Cervantes 


5 SINCE its reorganization in 1973, 


the UP Repertory Company had 
been actively pursuing its aim to 
produce relevant nationalist the- 
ater during the difficult Martial 
Law years. 

As the acting troupe grew, so 
did its ambitious productions, 
which necessitated the recrui 
ment of talented new members. 
The group recruited in 1978 was 

a bumper crop. 

The enthusiastic troupe got so 
busy that natural leaders cropped 
up from it ranks, Mike Lopez of 
the technical committee was a 


È charismatic leader who interest- 


ed many students in lighting de- 
sign and set construction. He is 
now the technical director of the 
UP Theater. 


Responsibility 

In the costume department, 
Eric Pineda, a focused and ge- 
nial fellow, took responsibility 
for costumes worn in historical 
as well as proletarian plays. He 
relished doing research for peri- 
od costumes needed in “Ка- 
away,” a Tagalog translation of a 


x 


Russian play set during its peas- 
antrevolution. 

Interestingly, a fine young ac- 
tress, Tess Dumpit, played the 
heiress with a revolutionary 
streak. Since the Maxim Gorky 
play ended with the cast singing 
the "Internationale," her general- 
father was not too pleased. 

Tess continued to act for other 
‘theater companies. Eric contin- 
чей to design for plays, then 
moved on to design costumes for 
‘Alma Moreno's “Lovely Ness.” He 
is now a respected fashion de- 
signer. 


Impeccable 

Eric's chums included mimic 
Jon Santos, then already much 
appreciated for imitating Tessie 
Tomas. Giving him stiff competi- 
tion was Johnny Francisco, 
whose comic timing and wit were 
impeccable, Johnny pursued a ca- 
reer in architecture—one of those 
who got away! 

In the writers’ pool were Rold- 
eo Endrinal and Enrico Santos. 
The pool became very active and 
creative because the duo spurred 
them to be productive, The two 
Joined Jon and Eric when they 


flames, As Travolta's character 
puts it, firefighters "go into a 
burning building while every- 
body else is running out.” 

‘Travolta pays the fire station 
captain, a role that allows him 
to be tough yet capable of show- 
ing emotion. He plays the fa- 
ther/ older brother/ mentor 
type effectively and with ease, 
and this is his most noteworthy 
performance in quite some 
time. 


Difficult roles 
Phoenix, who has long proven 
his skill at acting in earlier, more 


difficult roles, gives an understat- 
ed but compelling performance. 
His subtlety and depth helped 
greatly in counteracting the 
heavy-handed schmaltz of the 
rest of the film (which was in no 
way alleviated by a soundtrack 
practically dripping with pathos). 

In truth, we were surprised to see 
Phoenix in a movie like this, but we 
hope its popularity will have a posi- 
tive influence on his own. 


Real find 

“Ladder 49's" real find in the 
acting department, however, 
would be fresh-faced Australian 
Jacinda Barrett, who plays Jack's 
wife, Linda. A firefighters daugh- 
ter in real life, Barrett made use of 
her own background to give truth 
to her enthralling performance. 

‘The role of a woman with a hus- 
band constantly exposed to danger 
allowed Barrett to show off her act- 
ing talent. She shed a few tears 
here and there, but she never went 
hysterical on us —she kept the dra- 
ma believable, butat a minimum. 

Asa tribute to the people in the 
firefighting profession, "Ladder 
49” succeeds, but it fails as cine- 
matic art. Good intentions alone 
do nota good movie make. 


theater stalwarts 


SANTOS. Initially 
-appreciated for 

? imitating Tessie 
Tomas, 


tried their luck on television. The 
two are now executives of a ma- 
Jor television station, 

The gregarious chair was 
Nanette Logarta, who finished 
law and now works for a multina- 
tional company in Singapore. Her 


chum was Rory Quintos, now a 
successful film director, Crysta 
Rara now heads the journalism 
department of the UP Institute of 
Mass Communication, 

Looking back, Batch 1978 was 
quite a bumper crop, indeed! 
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By Nestor U, Torre 


A STRONG Philippine delega- 
tion is participating in the 
2004 International Media Con- 
ference early next month at 
Castel Gandolfo in Rome, Italy. 

Organized by NetOne of the 
Focolare Movement, the 
Catholic media conference has 
Dialogue for its main theme, 
and asks the question: “How 
can the communicator have a 
positive effect on society?” 

Because of its international 
character, the conference will 
address how different cultures 
understand communication as 
enriched by related experi- 
ences, It seeks to firm up 
strategies for dialogue to bring 
about a radical transformation 
in the field of information, 


Focus 
Different sections focus on 
. journalism, publishing houses 
and communication science, 
and cinema and television. In 
addition to round table discus- 
sions, participants in the third 
group will visit the famous Ital 
ian film studio, Cinecitta, and 
analyze landmark films. 

It is hoped that the Catholic 
media conference will invigo: 
rate the church's use of media 
in its spiritual mission of evan- 
gelization. 

Inthe view ofsome, the media 
are the modern world’s version 
of the traditional pulpit from 
which the Church's teachings 
have long been disseminated to 
{ts many millions of members. 

In some instances, however, 
the Church's understanding 
and use of media leaves some- 
thing to be desired. There is in 
facta fear that the use of media 
may dilute or compromise the 
teachings being disseminated 
through it. 


Dynamic use 

But, veteran media people 
know that this need not be the 
сазе. So we trust that, after the 
conference, a more informed 
and dynamic use of media for 
worldwide evangelization will 
beinitiated. 

‘This is of grave importance, 
because the global population is 
growing, and thus the media, 
with their ability to reach mil: 
lions of listeners or viewers, at 


International Catholic 
media conference 
set in Rome. 


CHIARA LUBICH. Founder of 
the Focolare Movement. 


onetime, have become an essen- 
tial component of spiritual com- 
munication in the modem age. 

In the Philippines, the com- 
munication problem is com- 
pounded by the fact that a ma- 
jority of Catholics don't attend 
Sunday mass. Since many of 
them no longer go to church, 
they can only be reached for spir- 
іта] information and evange- 
lization via the media. 

To effectively do this in a 
substantial way, the Church 
here has to increase and invig- 
orate its media machinery. At- 
tempts in this regard are frus- 
trated early on by the lack of 
funds and expertise. 


Financial deficiency 

‘The initial financial deficien- 
cy can be argued away by point- 
ing to the example of Mother 
“Angelica's Eternal Word Televi- 
sion Network, which stared 
with very litle money but now 
services 80 million viewers all 
over the world. 

The lack of expertise could be 
the bigger problem, but confer- 
ences like NetOne and the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines’ growing num- 
ber of media advocacies can 
help make up for the slack. 

‘The important thing is to 
start, and trust in Divine Provi- 
dence to make the enterprise 
flourish. And, not a minute too 
soon, because there are mil- 
lions of Catholics and possible 
converts out there eager to be 
evangelized. 


ANNA Fegi (third from left) with Toti Fuentes (second from right), 
talent manager Bibsy Carballo (right) and friends. 


Fegi ends year with a bang 


ANNA Fegi, back from a five- 
city US tour, resumes her hectic 
schedule by gracing an upcom- 
ing Singapore event this month 
and the Manila Peninsula 
Grand Christmas concert in De- 
cember, 

Ithasbeena busy last quarter 
for the singer, whose first visit 
to the US West Coast as a pro- 
fessional singer took her on a 
month-long tour. 

A week after arriving in 
Manila, Anna will fly to Singa- 
pore to be the star attraction in 


Leo Martinez 


before they can be granted a 
permit, “We will act as facili- 
tator dahil — kadalasang 
nangyayari, TY na nga silang 
nakakapag-shoot, pero nega- 
tive things pa ang ipinapakita 
nila," Leo says. 


Pet project 

Another pet project is his 
"Pride Campaign" geared to 
awaken our sense of national- 
ism, and to remind us of what is 
good about the country. “Let's 
change the ugly picture the 
world has of the Philippines, 


» 


the Sincere Watches Golden Ju- 
bilee Charity Gala at the Ritz 
Carlton Ballroom on Nov. 9. 

She will be the featured 
singer at the Manila Peninsula- 
Rustan's Christmas concert on 
Dec. 18, where she will perform 
with the world-famous Tiples 
de Sto. Domingo Children's 
Choir and the Philippine Phil- 
harmonie Orchestra (PPO) at 
the Pen lobby. 

For inquiries call Bibsy Car- 
ballo at 721-0801 or 0917 899- 
1835. 


+ + From page A2-1 


Tm seeking the assistance of 
artist-politicians in the Senate. 
We have to revive pride in our 
rich heritage,” Leo quips. 

‘Another goal is to develop a 
film festival for students, where 
entries are based on Filipino liter- 
ature. 

“It won't be a takilya-in- 
spired filmfest. 1 want it for the 
month of August, in time for 
the observance of the Linggong 
Wika," 

Despite his busy schedule, Leo 
continues to appear on “Idol Ko 
Si Kap" on GMA-7. 
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By Nolani Torre. 


AT the 2002 Cannes Film Festival, the jury had 
to come up with a new award—the 55th An- 
niversary Prize—so that Michael Moore's doc- 
umentary, "Bowling for Columbine,” could be 
honored. 

In that same year's Academy Awards, they 
didn't have that problem—they awarded the 
film the best documentary feature prize—and 
booed its filmmaker when he got too political 
in his acceptance speech. 

These—cheers and jeers—have always 
béen peoples reactions to Moore, for 
though he makes excellent points, he also 
tends to be biased and manipulative. Unlike 
other documentary filmmakers, he doesn't 
stay behind the camera. Moore involves 
himself in the subject matter and in the 
film’s rhetoric. 


Urgency 

There's nathing wrong with this, and you 
can't say that it isn't effective. Tt imbues 
“Bowling for Columbine” with ап urgency 
that no supposedly objective point of view can 
equal. 

Moore, however, turns the camera on him- 
self too often for comfort and sometimes, it 
robs his arguments of their impact. This is 
something he's noted as well, since he's made 
himself less visible in his most recent film, 
“Fahrenheit 9/11." 

This latest documentary, which is more or 
less a harangue against George W. Bush and 
the war on Iraq, had proven to be so contro- 
versially popular in the US that our commer- 
cial cinemas opted to screen it a couple of 
weeks ago. And though they didn't screen 
“Bowling for Columbine" two years ago, those 
who haven't seen it can still do so via AXN 
(check your TV guides for showtimes). 


Gellar tops box- 
office with ‘The 
Grudge’ remake 


LOS ANGELES—Sarah Michelle Gellar scared 
off the competition as her horror fick, “The 
Grudge,” debuted at No. 1 with $39.1 million. 

The weekend's other new wide release 
proved a bomb for Ben Affleck. His holiday 
comedy, “Surviving Christmas,” soundly 
trashed by critics, opened at No. 7 with a dis- 
mal $4.4 million. 


Top8 

The top 8 movies at North American the- 
aters Friday through Sunday, followed by dis- 
tribution studio, gross, total gross and num- 
ber of weeks in release, as compiled by Ex- 
hibitor Relations and Nielsen: 

1. "The Grudge,” Sony, 539,128,715, 
$39,128,715, one week. 

2. “Shark Тае DreamWorks, 
$14,308,271, 136,982,460, four weeks. 

3. “Shall We Dance?”, Miramax, 
88,589,988, $24,418,113, two weeks. 

4. “Friday Night Lights,” Universal, 
$6,947,460, $47,269,480, three weeks. 

5, "Team America: World Police,” Paramount, 
$6,388,442, $22,115,806, two weeks, 

6. "Ladder 49,” Disney, $5,324,148, 
$61,365,196, four weeks. 

7. “Surviving Christmas,” DreamWorks, 
$4,441,356, $4,441,356, one week. 

8. “Taxi,” Fox, $4,123,642, $29,729,699, 
three weeks. АР 


My little miracle 


From page A2-7 


me todo some washing! Arlina had fortuitously 
included our names in the list of pilgrims sub- 
mitted to obtain the necessary permission. 


Clincher 

‘That was the clincher: There was no way 
my husband could say no. God had shown us 
that this was our time to see and live the 
events that we had only read in the Bible. 

And so, we traveled оп. Although we mar- 
veled at the pyramids, the Sphinx and the mag- 
nificent ruins of Petra in Jordan, no words could 
describe the spiritual fulfillment and experience 
of walking in the footsteps of the Lord. 

We renewed our baptismal vows in the Riv- 
er Jordan and our wedding vows in Cana, 
sailed on the Sea of Galilee, and felt God's 
presence in Bethlehem, the Garden of Gethse- 
mane, and in the long, winding road of 
Christ's suffering in Golgotha. 


Significance 

Fr. Gerry Tapiador opened our minds to the 
historical and technical details of the land, 
while Fr. Renato Lopez opened our hearts to 
its significance to our personal lives, 

‘Three young priests, Frs. Chong, Jorge and 
James, also on their first trip to the Holy Land, 
shared our joy at seeing, even touching, the 
relics of the Ше of our Lord. 

‘Three families in the group found solace in 
their grief since they had recently experi- 
enced pain over the death ofa loved one. Two 
daughters brought their elderly mothers, one 
77, the other 83, as а fulfillment of their 
promise to bring them to the Holy Land in the 
twilight oftheir years. 

‘Asi flew home, I could only marvel at God's 
goodness in allowing me to journey along 
those roads. Indeed, it was my own little mir- 
айе. 

(Forthcoming pilgrimage to Egypt, Jordan 
and Holy Land is scheduled from Nov. 9 to Nov, 
29, Contact 929-0144 or 929-0155 or email 
Journeys@info.comph) * °°" ^1 
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SATURDAYSpecial 
‘Bowling for Columbine’ traces roots of USA’s culture of fear 


If you're surprised that a channel dedicated 
to action is playing host to a documentary, 
don't be. "Bowling" is no dull facts and figures 
narration, and it deals with something not at 
all unusual in the AXN vocabulary—guns. 


Tragedy 

This film deals with American society's 
culture of violence and a gun culture that 
has taken its toll where it hurts a society the 
most. Who's to blame, asks Moore, when 
children pick up guns and start killing other 
children? 

Columbine, in ease you've forgotten, is the 
town where this tragedy struck when two 
high schoolers armed themselves with high- 
powered semi-automatics, and killed 13 peo- 
ple (12 students and one teacher). 

The film goes in all sorts of directions in an 
effort to make sense of this, as well as of 
Americans’ obsession with guns in general. It 
doesn't do much for coherence, but Moore 
makes up for itin incisiveness and bleakly hu- 
morous satire. There's nothing more absurd, 


infinity 


for one, than Oklahoma bomber Terry 
Nichols 'brother, John, who sleeps with a 
loaded gun under his pillow, saying (very seri- 
ously): “There's a lot of wackos out there,” It's 
almostas absurd as the bank that gives away a 
free gun when you open an account with 
them. "Don't you think,” Moore asks, “that it's 
a little dangerous giving away guns in a 
bank?” 


Disturbing 

In the end, Moore traces the roots of this 
gun culture to Americans culture of fear. In an 
amusing but disturbing cartoon, we see how 
fear went hand in hand with violence in their 
history from the time of the pilgrims (when 
they killed the natives) to the period after the 
Civil War (when they lynched freed slaves) 
and up to the present (where they've moved 
to the suburbs and stocked up on guns). 

Its not a pretty picture, but itis one that is 
guaranteed to make you think. And for all the 
film's faults, you cannot deny its relevance 
nor the import of its message. 
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MOORE. Cheers and jeers have always been people's reactions 


Like no other mall in the world 


The Most Successful 


Recording Artist in History 


Julo 
lesias 


2004 World Tour 


Concert 


December 11, 2004 
Saturday 8pm 
Araneta Coliseum 


When Julio Iglesias 
sings a love song, 
anything can happen. 
BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
P525 P850 P2,300 P3,500 
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12 NISSAN URVANs 
to be won! 


of winning any of the 
12 Nissan URVANs from SM! 
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the SMART booth doubles 
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BY BILL AMEND 


EVERY HALLOWEEN T'S 
THE SAME THING, JASON— 
‘You 8coBY-TRAP OUR YARDI 
WITH POP-UP ZOMBIES 
AND FAKE BATS THAT FALL 
‘OUT OF THE TREES. 
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‘You JUST WANT МЕ 
‘To STEP ом Some 
STUPID TRIP WIRE. 


DON'T WALK 

OVER THERE. 

WALK OVER 
HERE. 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


NAKAKA NIS 
NA YANG BALITA 


YUNG CORRI YUNG BALITANG) 
SCANDAL A AFP? J HINDI NA DAW 


MARVIN BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


[To MAKE A BIG HAUL 
TOMORROW NIGHT, 
YOURE GONNA NEED] 
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BABY BLUES 


SALA SA INIT: 


GOLF NA NAMAN? 
TUWING SABADO КА. 
NA NGA LANG NAMIN 
| NAKIKITA SA BAHAY... 


Пас 
OR 
REAT, 


не NM 

i 

NEVERMOREA MOST HAVE JI 
NEVERMORE?! RUN OUT oF | 


ATOMO AND WEBOY BY LYRA GARCELLANO. 


‘HAF Da «oU 4HiNK SHOULD 
FINALLY CHoose AS МЧ 
ALLoween Costume? А 
HoULISH GARLIC oR A 
оём GouRD? 


OR,OR т COULD GO AS A 

TERRIFYING TARO! 
HAVEN't You HAD 
eNousH оғ youR 
Violent veGetABLes? 


Violent? THew'Re Not V 
Violent. THey'Re Just 
Vivacious! 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 


ACROSS 
1 Peromanco 
praes 
7 Of feror 
social status 
15 One's sisters 
son 
16 Hard up 
17 Ol high, 
‘mountains 
18 Sinking 
downward 
19 Got a whit of 
21 Mitant Greek 
city-state 
22 Doroiny’s pup. 
23 Peppers 
28 Regar's father 
27 Out ol proper. 
‘order 
29 Ol words 
31 Prepared. 
32 Certain Englsh 
schoolboy 
34 Lite rascal 
37 Ferocity 
38 Obtained 
39 A-Team 
member 
40 Nada 
41 Say bily 
42 Fulle 
44 Siavedoros! 
rp. 
48 Dupiciy 
46 "Bult director 
Pol 
48 Korean apricot 
51 Fall lower 
53 Fine spray 
54 Sinnged 
instrument 
56 Орітвіс 
$8 Bong jubilant 
81 Spots: 
Collector? 
82 Sigie-name 
соте 
63 Sweot-smating 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Listen to that 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 
they want. You're multitalented and can do many things. People work for you because you're one of them. 
You're organized, attentive and responsible. The year ahead holds many new, exciting beginnings. Keep an 
open, positive mind! 

З) ARIES (March 21 to GEMINI (May 21 to LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
April 18): You wil enjoy June 20): You'll seek 22): You find it so 
friendships. Your rela- flirtations, parties, en- mistic and upbeat now. 

tionships will improve as well. tertaining times, the theater, arts In part, this is because daily con- 
al public will be fortunate. You guessed it—time to play! You genuinely enjoy talking to oth- 
ers now. 
TAURUS (April 20 to CANCER (June 21 to 
much this year that you looked better. Not only 
will be stunned. It can your home and real 
ally good. Keep the faith! (Sounds relations are also warm and loving. going to spend more 
good to me.) This is wonderful ‘money, Naturally, the two go hand 
in hand (all the way to the bank) 
22): It's been 12 years 
since lucky Jupiter was 
inyour sign. Many 
now, but the net result of it all is 
simply this: You are happier! 
to explore spiritual con- 
cerns now. You're look- 
meaning. If you're looking, you'll 
find something. 


‘YOU BORN TODAY: Because you are confident, you easily organize others or direct their efforts. You know what 
Birthdate of: Henry Winkler, actor/director: Nia Long, actress; Grace Slick, sinaer. 
warm, close, loving ‘out beautiful vacations, much easier to be opti- 
Even your dealings with the gener- and fun activities with children. tacts are pleasurable to be with. 
May 20): Your job is July 22): Your real-es- 
VIRGO (Ang. 23 to 
А Sept. 22): You're going 
np) team more money 
could go from really horribie to re- — estate improve this year, but family this year. You're also 
things will benefit you 
ing fora path. You're looking for 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Your pop- 
Чагйу reading is off the. 
charts now. Everyone 
wants to see your face. 
Get active with groups. Enjoy 
physical activities with friends. 


Join a team. 
because this means a 


lotto you. You enjoy 


the esteem and prestige that suc- 
cess brings. You want respect 
2 gry lor adventure. You 
want an opport- 


a 
nity to learn more about life, other 
countries, different cultures and 
new ways of doing things. 
© for you. Many of you 
will receive inherf- 
tances, gifts, favors and bonuses, 


as well as help and assistance from 
others. 


By Tom Pruce 
Chicago, IL CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 1 

reer is beautifully fa- 
vored now. That's nice, 


4 Endangered 
ungulates, lor 
short 

5 Concavily 

Senes shutout 

7 Mi. honor 

В Akr. naton 

9 шов, eg 

10 Arcic Cicio 
‘dweller 

11 Fil win dismay 

12 Steeple top 

13 "The Буп 
Dutchman’ girt 

14 Rico 
Boroughs 

20 Loyal ians 

24 Actor Cariou 

25 Verse ine of 
threo loet 

28 Fud капот 

30 wagy 

33 Conductor 
Aro 

34 Introduced to 
something naw 

35 Signicant 
vent marker 

36 Very drunk 

,, 83 Burring 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): You need to 
blow town! You're hun- 


PISCES (Feb. 1910 
March 20): Ше is be- 
coming more fortunate 


gas 

ви Moro tangled 

65 Translerred 
property. 


DOWN ~ 

1 Borgman's 
1856 Oscar 
winner 

2 Grootars 

3 Lings 


Oscar winner 
48 Mantains 
48 Cynthia ol "Sox 


MIKROKOSMOS 


NAKAKAINIS YUNG INAAYOS. 
NI BUNSOY NA HALLOWEEN 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
E NAKALAGAY SA MGA 
INVITATION, "PLS. COME 

е микс 


E NAKALAGAY SA 
INVITATION KO, 


%орме AS You ARE” 


NAKAKAINIS 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


“An ITANONG mo, 
Е KUNG ME MGA MULTO 
GANG LAMOK, NLALA- 
MOK KAA тл MOLTO 
KATAO? 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 
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‘Chicago’ filmmaker helming 


‘Memoirs of a Geisha’ with 
all-star Asian performers 


LOS ANGELES—Rob Marshall is 


{ shooting a movie version of the 


ZHANG. Plays title role in Rob 
Marshall's latest movie. 


best-selling novel, “Memoirs of a 
Geisha,” with an all-star Asian 
cast that includes Chinese actress 
Gong Li and Malaysia's Michelle 
Yeoh. 

Marshall, whose musical 
“Chicago” won the 2003 best pic- 
ture Oscar, has begun shooting 
Arthur Golden's Japanese- 
themed romantic epic in Los An- 
geles, before shifting production 
to Japan. 

Chinese actress Zhang Ziyi, 
who starred in the Oscar-win- 
ning Taiwanese movie, "Crouch- 


Jackie Chan snubs 


HONG KONG—Jackie Chan usu- 
ally deals body blows to movie 
villains. But now, he has punched 
a hole in his son's pop career with 
an attack on Jaycee Chan's debut 
album. 


Premiere 

Jackie, in Beijing for the pre- 
miere of the Hong Kong cop dra- 
ma, “New Police Story,” admitted 
he didn't like “Running While 
Singing,” the first single lifted 
from young Jaycee's self-titled 
and self-penned debut album. 

“1 don't like the song. Can you 
guys tell him that?,” newspaper 
Apple Daily quoted the star 
telling reporters. 

“After hearing the song, I thought 
I should just leave him to mind his 
‘own business,” Jacke said. 

Jaycee, 21, who bears a strik- 


ing resemblance to his father, and 
inherited his trademark big nose, 
was said to have enjoyed a 
smooth ride into show biz, thanks 
to the patronage of the world's 
most famous Chinese superstar. 

Nonetheless, the Mandarin- 
language album of autobiograph- 
ical folk and R & B tracks is get- 
ting short shrift from Jackie, 


Album 

“He hasn't even given me the 
album. We don't have time to see 
each other,” a terse Jackie added. 

Jaycee was born in 1983, just 
two days after Jackie married Tai- 
wan actress Joan Lin, 

He spent most of his young life 
in Los Angeles with his mother af- 
ter his parents split and Jackie es- 
tablished himself as a major ac- 
tion star. 


MILIAN, Shot her first 


ing Tiger, Hidden Dragon" and 
in China's "Hero," plays the title 
role of Sayuri Nitta, a young 
woman in pre-war Japan who 
enters a geisha house in Kyoto 
and goes on to achieve fame in 
her work. 


International fame 
Chinese beauty Gong Li, who 
rose to international fame in 
“Raise the Red Lantern,” also has 
a role in the movie, along with 
James Bond girl and “Crouching 

star Yeo! 

ie, produced by 
Steven Spielberg, Lucy Fisher and. 


Douglas Wick, marks Gong Lis 
first leading role in a major Holl 
wood film. She plays Sayu 
wicked rival. 

Yeoh's film credits include the 
1997 Bond film, “Tomorrow 
Never Dies,” in which she 
played a Chinese spy opposite 
Pierce Brosnan as the British su- 
perspy. 

Japanese actor Ken Watanabe, 
who was nominated for an Oscar 
for best supporting actor in 
2003's "The Last Samurai," also 
has a leading role in the ensem- 
ble, as the powerful man who 
wins Sayuri's heart, AFP 


son’s pop career 
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commercial at age nine. i 


Christina Milian wants 
a Grammy and an Oscar 


ILWAUKEE, Wis- 
consin—Pop 
singers used to be 


pop singers, and actors 
used to be actors. Now that 
the two have become al- 
most interchangeable, 
Christina Milian can go 
ahead and chase a Grammy 
and an Oscar at the same 
time. 

The New Jersey-born Cuban- 
American did her first commercial, 
for Wendy's, at age nine. Her self-ti 
tled debut album was released only 
abroad in 2002, but the single, ‘AM 
to PM,” did well on Billboard's Hot 
100, 


Latest CD 

Now Milian is 22 and on tour, 
opening for Usher, promoting her 
latest CD, “It's About Time," re- 
leased earlier this summer. The first 
single, “Dip It Low,” is top five Bill 
board hit. 

She also has two movies set for 
release: "Man of the House,” with 
Tommy Lee Jones, and “Be Cool,” 
with John Travolta and Uma Thur- 
man. 

The self-professed lover of 
shoes and SUVs said she's wanted 
to sing and act since she was a 
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SHARK TALE 


WHITE CHICKS 
жыз 


JOURNEYS of Faith pilgrims at Mt. Nebo in Jordan where tradition 


says Moses was shown the Pro 


d Land. First row, (from left) Belen 


Pacannuayan, Golly Mirasol, Fr. Rene Lopez and Bert Galano. Second 


row, (from left) Steve Pacannuayan, Lily B 


ighasay, Peng 


Balinghasay, Minda Ferrer, Abdul Kadir (our guide), Vicky Mallari, 
Arlina Onglao, Flor Bacar and Boss Gutierrez. 


My little 


By Lily A. Balinghasay 


JUST as Moses stood on Mt, Nebo 
while looking at the Promised 
Land, knowing he could never 
step on its зой, so too Twas to stop 
оп Mt. Nebo's peak on the last leg 
of our Egypt/ Jordan trip to look 
at the fabled land that God had 
promised to His Chosen People. 
Thad always dreamed of seeing 
the places 1 had read in the Sa- 
cred Scriptures, but the renewed 
turmoil in Bethlehem three years 
ago had overtaken my resolve. 


Enthusiasm 

Everytime 1 would broach the 
idea, friends and relatives would 
douse my enthusiasm with grim 
warnings of death by bombing or 
gunfire. 

This time, my husband agreed 

to join a pilgrimage to Egypt and 
Jordan, stressing that we would 
return to Manila after one week, 
‚ We would not join the rest of 
the group when they continued 
their trip to the Holy Land. He 
said that he had important busi- 
ness meetings in Manila and, 
knowing that he still was not con- 
vinced about a safe trip to 
Jerusalem, Ireluctantly agreed. 
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miracle 


But, God has other plans. Arlina 
Onglao of Journeys of Fath and the 
other pilgrims of our 12-member 
group, while waiting at the Ninoy 
Aquino Intemational Airport for 
our flight to Dubai, began to bom- 
bard my husband with pleas to join 
them in crossing Jerusalem. For ev- 
ery problem that was raised by my 
husband, they had a ready answer 


Safety 

Arlina countered my husband's 
fear for our safety by saying that 
she had waited three long years 
before returning to the Holy Land 
because. her local Palestinian 
friend, Frank (who would serve 
as our tour guide) had given the 
go-signal only last November, 

She had sent her daughter, Rona, 
to join a flm crew in Israel at the 
time, and she had returned with a 
positive assessment ofthe situation. 

We did not bring enough 
medicines for another week trip. 
No problem, Arlina would ask Rona 
to get them from our home and send 
it with the second group of pilgrims, 
who were joining usin Amman. 

We did not have enough 
dothes--one lady generously of- 
fered some laundry detergent for 
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child, watching Janet Jackson, 
Whitney Houston and the "Wiz- 
ard of Oz." Q and A: 

AP: You've been around for a 
long time, but "Dip It Low" is 
your biggest hit. Why do you 
think it's taken a while for you 
to take off? 

Milian: I just think it takes 
time. My first album was about to 
come out in America, but a lot of 
things were key factors in the rea- 
son it didn’t come out. Sept, 11 
didn't help, I had my record, “AM 
to PM,” which was blowing up, 
but 9/11 happened. Being over- 
seas and touring was a great re- 
hearsal for me. 

You've been compared to Bey- 
oncé in appearance and voice. 
How do you feel about that? 

It's a compliment. She's an amaz- 
ing artist, The hair is one key factor. 
why I'm compared to her. 


Bored 

1 think she is a lovely artist, very 
talented. But, the only reason 1 
changed my hair color is because I 
was getting bored of the same old 
look, and I wanted to do something 
different. 

Is your acting career going to 
be taking a back seat now that 
your music career is taking off? 

Oh no. I think I'm always going to 


be doing both. That's what I've al- 
ways wanted to do and I started out 
acting. Then, when I moved into 
music, 1 focused only on my music, 
so it was about time that movies 
started coming back into my Ше. 

It was the right time to say, ‘OK, 1 
want to get back into movies now. I 
сап do both at the same time and bal- 
ance it out.’ Once these movies come 
‘out, it's going to be an even bigger sit- 
uation [will have to deal with. 


No preference 

Do you prefer singing or act- 
ing? 

Idon'thavea preference over one 
or the other. I do love, however, per- 
forming live onstage above all else. 
Ies my favorite 

‘Ten years from now, do you still 
hope to be doing both? 

TII slow down on the music. It 
will probably be more of my films 
because, how many changes can I 
possibly make? But, who knows? 
Look at Madonna and Janet Jack- 
son... 

How do you feel about being a 
role model to young girls? 

1 feel good about it because you 
know I'm not a shy person. I just tell 
the girls, though, to be their own 
person. At the end of the day, you 
have to be your own person and” 
learn to love yourself. AP 


Do ang SUPER CINERAMA] 
iselann AR OTS ara 
THESIN 
BEFORE SUNSET 
CELLULAR 
GRUDGE 
ROOM SERVICE 


Lanm 


Gotesco Grand Central 
(Calaca) tel 364.378 


RESERVE 
RESERVE 
RESERVE 
RESERVE 
RESERVE 
RESERVE 
RESERVE 
RESERVE 
RESERVE 


+ Berma Cinema 
(Baclaran) tel 873.2030] 879.2028 

1 ae ROOMSERVICE 
2 20007 THESIN 


Lianas Cinema 
(Watang) te 850.1276. 
ROOM SERVICE 
2 SNOU YOU TRA 
5 wonensne SA BREAKWATER 
p BOLD STAR 


lum 


Tamam GRUDGE 


З (Dolby) BABY GENIUSES2 
4(SDDS) — micnuont 
5 (DTS) CELULAR. 
6 (Dolby) THE DOLL MASTER 
7 (Dolby) — ROOMSERVCE 


№ 


5 ROOM SERVICE 
METROPOLIS 
(Alabang) tet 850.4285 


BUHO SKY CAPTAIN 


D THEDOLLMASTER 


шаа 


CINEMA 
[EDD 
* THESIN 
THE GRUDGE 
ROOM SERVCE 
STEAL 
OPEN WATER 


1 

1 2 

2 

3 сонот | 3 

A PHANTOM OFTHEOPERA Û 4 
5 
D 


sero 


Mandloyon 
1/52 des 


HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS 


PHANTOM OFTHE OPERA 


st rmall 


каден MOVIES 
{Cas Pinas) te 08211007. 


lem INTERNET QUEEN 
2 RETURNOFTHEDEMOND 


MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


mma 


ae 


“sur uounueuoug оза лошем ө F WI- 


Кема a 
D) emu 1). 
vans AdivCORNDL AdjVGOSUDL ——— NIANVHINL. sonal E M31S2AVSVüd мзіно1з- - Mc 


cam aros түра NA DIGU яхтой тпа и ч б 
Z 2 AS Rawle Юю Г Ц санани ^ ME al EEG adedjjem зериајео SWH ABRAM 
gem E EM OM | eec Wadi ER - 


maaga 05м Кар , aho 
E КЕ E d чаммпзузазч : Sava суа 
- acis EA ЕЕЕ 720 a AGA 
BN BE MA em AL Es а реа d ¦ SIUE PUTEK yep о «омор Qd зер n 
per on омер низо ez o anonte SHH OL pezan points 1a 981 vez oa рю» ОБОЛ. у э sponi INOJ PL YET оз puas зазор | 


@sawaH1 @ -@suzavsNazuos a31vWiNv (D — () suadvdTIvM aao 102 (D) & @ saovssaw aunioia D Ф soso @ Q ѕамоі D @ sadiauas мог1аїнэ$яп$ D 


TAMIS SAL UESSIN е 2403s OF e»utu» E лој MOU шә, DEO[UAO(] isepjoos swa Mou SAT seippnq saunjf Áouoo 93140A€; ANG A 


su@BseyD осп YS VL оңезев jing pay WAL з8орзон [1 :WVAL seov esely WSL saing хәрәз uva ззоцгәу pm] TIS WVA 
те „dn paduing,, ЗИММ Kuung s8ng „a a : Jouuny peoy ase Sunaudn,, : гәлә. ЗИУМ 


—' 


speojuMop 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2004 


Guillen’s 


By Nestor U. Torre 


EVE just viewed the full 

(three-minute) trailer of 

Laurice Guillen's new 
film, “Santa Santita” (written by 
Gerry Gracio), and our gut feel is 
that the movie will end up as one of 
the year's best—if not the finest Fil- 
ipino movie of 2004. 

Ofcourse, we'll have to view the completed film. 
‘when it opens next month to come up with a 
definitive rave. But, the signs are good that the 
movie will tum out to be a superlative production. 


PANGANIBAN. From sinner to mystic. 


For one thing, its a gritty drama with sig- 
nificant religious intimations. Some years 
ago, Guillen returned to filmmaking after a 
hiatus of six years, during which she and hus- 
band Johnny Delgado focused on their reli- 

, gious mission. 


Comeback 

Not coincidentally, Guillen's comeback di- 

'rectorial vehicle was a family and religious 

drama, "Tanging Yaman,” which was both a 
popular and critical hit. 

‘This proved that, because of her deep per- 
sonal involvement in spiritual issues, Guillen 
was one of the few Filipino filmmakers who 
could do full justice to religious subject mat- 
ter in the movies. 

‘This was a significant revelation, since the 
"new" Guillen came back to filmmaking at exact- 
ly the right time, because Filipinos now have a 
great yeaming for spiritual enlightenment. 
Thats what "Tanging Yaman” gave them, and 
thats why they made the movie a big hit. 

Our feeling is, the same thing could happen 
to “Santa Santita,” another (and perhaps 
even more significant) dramatic investigation 
of modern spirituality, Philippine-style. 

Subtitled “A Journey of Faith,” the film 
takes its protagonist, Malen (Angelica Pan- 
ganiban) from sinner to mystic. Through her, 
viewers whose hearts and souls are similarly 
conflicted may be able to find their own illu- 
mination and salvation. 


Tormentor 

Another focal character with an even dark- 
er penumbra to him is Mike (Jericho Rosales), 
Malen's psychic antagonist and tormentor. 

‘Then, there's the controversial priest (Johnny 
Delgado), whose presence in the film brings to 
the fore the crisis of faith that even members of 
the clergy are occasionally experiencing in these. 
spiritually complex and confounding times. 

With these conflicted characters setting the 
pace, “Santa Santita” should be quite a dra- 
matically and thematically eventful cinematic 
Journey. And it’s even more ironic that its lo- 
сиз, Quiapo, has a church surrounded by de- 
cidediy irreligious activities and characters. 

Quite pointedly, it's a microcosm of the 
contradictory world that many of us inhabit. 
So, the illumination arrived at by the people 
in Guillen’s film could also help us make sense 
of our own sometimes contradictory lives. 

From its full trailer, we sense that “Santa 
Santita" could turn out to be an even more se- 
rious and rigorous film than “Tanging Ya- 


All the more reason then for viewers who 
yearn for greater spiritual engagement and il 
lumination via the cinema to give Guillen's 
movie their enthusiastic patronage and undi- 
vided attention when it opens next month. 


Heard the 
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NOW SHOWING 
Second chance at love and world domination 


Ё ByRitoR Asilo T tookRichard Linklater a mere Years after Jesse (Ethan Hawke) 
“Before Sunset” І 15 days to finish filming the se. and TA ш Delpy) shared ex- 

D: Richard Linklater quel to his 1995 romantic istential, m pu musings on 

S: Ethan Hawke, Julie Delpy charmer, “Before Sunrise.” Nine û train ride from Budapest to Vien- 
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na, the star-crossed couple meets 
again in Paris. 

Nowa successful novelist, Jesse, a bit wrin- 
Мей, married and with a four-year-old son, is 
in the French capital for the last leg of his pro- 
motional book tour. 

He ends up signing autographs at Celine's 
favorite bookshop and, as he wraps up pleas- 
antries with admirers, he catches the soulful 
gaze of the beautiful, smiling mademoiselle 
Whose face has consistently hounded his 
thoughts and dreams, 

Is ita simple case of chance? —Or, has fate 
stepped in to seal their destinies? 

Linklater's thoughtful, achingly beautiful, 
intelligent film is sweet and cerebral—the 
pair shares well-written, immensely engaging 
discussions about the current social order: 
politics, communism, violence, environment, 
even gun control. 

More than anything, though, “Before Sun- 
set” is an Irresistible “dissertation” on love, 
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DELPY AND 
HAWKE. Touching 
performances. 


life and commitment, 
with quotable lines 
like "There's got to be 
something more to 
love than commit- 
ment"; "Happiness is 
in the doing, not in 
the getting what you 
want"; "The world 
may be evolving the 
way a person 
evolves,” etc. 

But, what seethes 
through their leisure- 
ly conversation is the 
palpable feeling of 
loss, and the gnaw- 
ing realization that 
they missed out on 
something precious 
when they didn't ex- 
change contact de- 
tails when they part- 
ed in Vienna nine 
years earlier, 

The mush doesn't 
come from emotional 
plot manipulations 
common among 
romcoms, but natu- 
rally filters through 
the characters’ loneli- 
ness and resignation. 

‘There are touching 
performances {тот 
Hawke and Delpy, 
who sings a haunting 
chanson before the 
film's conclusion. 

If you're someone 
like Celine, who be- 
lieves that "memory 
is a beautiful thing if 
you dont have to 
deal with the past,” 
you may just learn 
from this movie that 
confronting with the 
past may just be the 
key to finding the 
happiness that 
youve always 
yearned for—before 
your sun sets. 


“SuperBabies: 
Baby Geniuses 2” 
D: Bob Clark 
S: Jon Voight, 
Scott Baio 


How can a witless 
1999 comedy spawn 
a follow-up? 

Well, stranger 
things have hap- 
pened. In this week's 
other sequel, a media 
mogul, Bill Biscane 
(a painfully over-the- 
top Jon Voight), at- 
tempts to use decod- 
ed baby talk in his 
quest for world dom- 
ination, by sending 
subliminal messages 
that would rob peo- 
ple of their free 
will-that is, if he 
cracks the code of ba- 
by gibberish! 

But, if superbaby 
Kahuna had successful- 
lystopped him in Berlin 
in 1962, how can Bis- 
cane hope to thwart his 
wndergrown nemesis 
now that the later has 
recruited crime-fight- 
ing toddlers imo his 
fold, and tumed them 
into Bouncing Boy, Ba- 
by Courageous, Brain 
Boy and Cupid Girl? 

As Kahuna elo- 
quently _ advised: 
“Never send a man to 
doa baby's job!" Duh. 
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Tintin shares wedding tips in video for brides 


By Remy M. Umerez 


EC. 8 marks the 
first anniversary 
of the marriage of 


Christine Bersola and 
Julius Babao. According 
to Tintin, who is heavy 
with her first child, it took 
them more than a year to 
prepare for the special 
event. 


In control 

“I dont believe in rushing 
things. I knew exactly what 1 
wanted—and | was in control! 
Julius referred to me as The Mad 
Bride. Minutes before I walked 


down the aisle, I was still on the 
phone coordinating with caterers 
to make sure that the barangay 
tanods and the police, who were 
helping us with security, had eat- 
en lunch, dahit ayoko silang mali 

pasan ng gutom,” she recalls. i 


Informative 

Christine is elated to be in- 
volved in Viva's video project on 
planning a dream wedding. She 
hosts the feature, which she de- 
scribes as “a trip down memory 
lane,” because it is based on her 
own experience as a bride. Any 
bride-to-be, she says, will find the 
video informative and timeless. 

“Not everybody can afford to 
hire wedding planners. With all 
the resource persons we feature 


on the show, this VCD is a com- 
plete guide. It’s a great pre-wed- 
ding gift,” she beams. 

Christine refused to divulge 
how much her wedding cost. But, 
she shared interesting details: For 
tance, close chum Sharon 
Cuneta took take of the wedding 
invitations; Boy Abunda bought 
the cake; a sponsor shouldered 
plane tickets for their honey- 
moon, etc. 


trend. Wear something comfort- 
able. Don't allow anybody to dic- 
tate to you—not your parents or 
in-laws. Remember, this is your 
wedding!” 


Most important 

“The most important thing is, 
pray that you'll marry your soul- 
mate. A wedding is a one-time 
event, but marriage is a lifetime!” 

The glow on Christine's face 
shows that motherhood becomes 
her. Their baby girl is due in 
February next year, and she'll be 
named Antonia Sophia. 

She recently completed “Bryan 
Learns His Lesson,” the first in a 
series of children's books, with 
Julius as illustrator, lovingly writ- 
tenas a gift for their first baby. 


Flowers 

And, why spend half a million 
pesos on imported flowers if you 
can use homegrown ones? The 
bottom line: Stick to your budget! 

Another piece of advice she of- 
fers: “Don't wear something just 
because it happens to be the 


[: 
| 


THE BABAOS. It took them more thana year to prepare for the 
special event. É 


UP screenwriting workshop puts emphasis on individual voices 


By Rica Arevalo 


CALL myself a “professional” 
workshopper. Attending work- 
shops makes me productive. It 

is a venue to “realize” my short 
films or screenplays. 

When the Mowelfund Film Institute invited 
me to represent them in the Cilect-UP Film In- 
stitute Screenwriting Workshop, I grabbed 
the chance. I am in good company: My class- 
mates include Doy del Mundo, Ditsi Carolino 
and Raymond Lee. 

Del Mundo shares, “I have never attended 
workshops other than my tutorials with NUT 


McGILL. Very much against the Hollywood 
model. 


їп college. The irony is, 1 am also in the 
academe, so I want to discover a new ap- 
proach to teaching writing.” 


Storytelling 

What has he leamed from Christopher 
McGill (principal lecturer of the Victorian Col- 
lege of the Arts)? He smiles, "The emphasis is 
оп storytelling and not scriptwriting. We ex- 
plore ways to tell stories: Look inside yourself, 
and find these stories. We use memories to tell 
them. 

Reni Roxas Singer а children's book publisher, 
says, “This is my first screenwriting workshop, 
and Tm leaming so much from the other partici 
pants. Our story-sharing sessions enrich me.” 

“Milan” co-writer Raymond Lee comments, “1 
teach at UP I want to be re-energized. I get tired 
of writing if don't have creative control over the 
final draft. This В a wake-up call for me—to con- 
nect with my inner self and find ways to let it go. 
I should not repress my writing.” 


Reluctant 

Ditsi Carolino (who has an upcoming docu- 
mentary, "Bunso") has always been a reluc- 
tant writer. "I honestly thought 1 couldn't 
write. But, I found Mr. McGill's approach nur- 
turing and empowering. 1 prefer a teacher 
who encourages rather than one who terror- 
izes. Being gentle works all the time.” 

McGill has nice words for his students: 
“They are passionate, imaginative and com- 
mitted.” The goal of the workshop is to em- 
phasize the idea of a personal story—and it 
‘worked brilliantly for each of us! The one-lin- 
er trigger exercise opened numerous flood- 
gates. Our 50-word saga assignment helped 
uncover amazing memories. 

“We have to respect an artist's voice. 1 am 
very much against the Hollywood model. Sto- 
ries should come from the individual. A man 
who dies without his legend, dies in 
strangeness," adds McGill, whose current 
work, “The Great Lord Shakespeare,” deals 
with the true identity of William’ Shake- 
speare. 


PARTICIPANTS at the Cllect-sponsored 
event with their teacher. 
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A COVERT AGENT ON A SECRET MISSION Rico J. Ethel in ‘Bottoms Up’ 
STEVEN SEAGAL a уша are 
ЕТ NOW SHOWING By 


greatest performers 


THE FILM THAT SHOCKED AMERICA |. teams up with one of 


the wackiest singing 


#1 SUPER BLOCKBUSTER | 2“ 


Major concert 
USS40M gross in just 3 days | "zs 
A pem e 


‘Alter “THE RING" comes the Amélie de ie dir fs 


superescary Japanese movie produced Raimi s UP ae ie 
{ 
E i pa 


It never 
forgives. 


It never 
forgets. 


SARAH MICHELLE 
GELLAR 


BILL 1 PUNO. Naughty 
PULLMAN М m 


Pavilion. 
. “Lalways want to 
give the audience 
something new,” 
Rico J. shares. 
“That's why team-- 
ing up with Ethel is 
something 1 look 
forward to.” 


Trademark 
After a successful 
series of concerts in 
the US, Mr. Muy Sim- 
patico will unleash 
his vocal prowess 
once more with his 
trademark naughty 
barbs. 
Who can forget 
NETPAC AWARD his classics, like 
(ROTTERDAM 2900) 
BEST ART DIRECTOR, BEST DIRECTOR, BEST SOUND & GRAND PRIX 
{ASIA PACITIC FIM FESTIVAL 19991 3 " 


"Kahit Maputi Na 
Love he stronger tidh Ang Buhok Ko"? Re 
Met co J. definitely seta 
trend for other 
OPM male bal- 
ladeers. 
"Dream come true 
sa akin to work with 
Rio J," Ethel 
squeals. 


| Seductive 
“Bottoms Ир" 
promises to be a se- 
ductive and spunky 
show. 

Catch Rico J. and 
Ethel Booba in “Bot- 
toms Up” on Friday, 
Nov. 19. 

“Bottoms Up” is 
directed by Pat 
Perez with musical 
direction-by Gerry 
Matias. Call DL 
Media Focus at 

| 886-4421 or 
TicketNet at 911- 
5555. 
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GET SOME ACTION TODAY 
ON VCD AND DVD 
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Michael Williams is ‘Tickled Pink’ _ 


By Rito P. Asilo problems are not much different sides, the CCP is the best place to Never Been in Love Before” from ingly beautiful. “Meadowlark,” 
from the rest of humanity’ tackle these themes. I asked Rose- “Guys and Dolls,” and the haunt- from “The Baker's Wife." 

MICHAEL Williams has good rea- " Sinus lyn Perez to write the script and 

son to be excited these days. In Rony Fortich to do the musi 

New Voice's 10th anniversary of- "it took me sometime to flesh "Ticked Pink repere wil | SUPERHERO ACTION STARTS NOVEMBER 10! 

fering, Sam Mendes’ provocative ош the concept, but when Chris feature songs like "What More larger a 4, 

restaging of Kander and Ebb's Millado asked me todo a show for Can 1 Say" "1 Put a Little Mascara (3 HON THE OHEATORS 

“Cabaret” (which opens next the festival, something clicked. Be. On,” “Luck Be A Lady" and “Ive [ EROM THE CREATORS) 

week, Nov. 5, at the Music Muse : 

um), he gets his thespic chops 

tweaked again, in a role (as NOW SHOWING 

American novelist Clifford Brad- EAE 

shaw) that doesn’t require him to \ 

do comedy (a genre hes most RET: 

known for). He takes on the chal- ` KY BATMAN 

lenge head on. ? d 


Challenges are nothing new to ч #4 sUP RMAN 

Mike. In the late '80s, the versa- WILLIAMS. Home is where his : 

tile actor equipped with an ex- heartis. 1 AND SPIDERMAN, 
ceptional singing voice, made it 3 THEY WERE THE 


to the original staging of “Miss scenes and had very few lines, but AA 
Saigon” at the West End. ме wanted experienced, thinking |4 #SUPERBABIES: 
Soon after, he won a coveted actors on hand due to the sensitive PT. ш. 
role (Lun Tha) in another well- nature of the play (about women 
loved musical, “The King and L" in the priesthood). He accepted 
which toured the UK. He could the role with no hesitation 
have chosen to pursue a lucrative |), 
career in that European theater Unique musical revue 
hub. But, home—the Philip. Ол Nov. 11 and 17 at 10 p.m. 
pines—is where his heart is. at ССРУ Silangan Hall, Michael 
will revisit his musical-theater 
15 characters roots at the CCP Theater Festival, 
Lastyear, we directed Michael in іп а unique musical revue, “Tick: 
a two-actor play ("Stones in His led Pink,” a theatrical concept 
Pockets”) that required him and that he's long wanted to do. But, 
Jamie Wilson to portray 15 charac- waita minute—pink? 
ters! “Defining” all those roles He laughs as he explains: “Gen- 
were а struggle, but we had a great der-bending musicals like Falsertos' 
time shaping them because the and ‘La Cage Aux Folles' have con- 
two actors didn't just possess the  sistently been sources of amuse- 
thespic skill needed to pull off the ment—but, at the same time, their 
theatrical high-wire act, they had lovely songs offer tremendous en- 
the right attitude, as well. tertainment and valuable lessons. 
‘Another proof of Mike's humili- “We won't just show characters > 
ty and professionalism was when asthey struggle with their sexual- 
we offered him a small part in ity--we want to explore their 
“sacrilege” last September. His als as they cope with angst, pain, 
character only appeared in two heartbreak and rejection. Their roe met E 
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Viewers demand more 


from television hosts  |-IESR2RSTRIKESNOVEMBERS. 


Nestor U. Torre dents raised was the fact that WHAT IF EVERYTHING 
Some TV hosts today are too busy YOU'VE EXPERIENCED 
OUR recent pieces on inept TV to do a good job, even if theyre EVERYTHING YOU'VE KNOWN 
hosts have elicited comments better prepared than most. 
from various people, including Тһеу worried that hosts do- NEVER HAPPENED? 
some program hosts themselves. ing one or several long inter- 
in general, they agree with us views each day were quickly THE 
that the TV hosting scene has running out of energy, fresh { 
been co-opted by too many pret- takes and genuine interest, and 


tyface celebrities who have were thus ending up doing hr 
tumed program hosts overnight, mediocre, predictable work. 
without realizing that the job is ә 


оаа demanding. Substantial interviews 
Our respondens bewail the ^ They urged these excessively 
current supremacy on the ТУ busy hosts to cut down on their 
screen of looks and celebrity, to workload, so they could come 
the diminution of theimportance up with genuinely interesting 
of imeligence aculateness,ed- and substantial interviews, or 
cational background, experi- else their hard-eamed reputa- 
ence, and other skills that used to tions would suffer. 
be required of TV hosting talents. As for the pretty celebrities. 
who are hosting shows all over 
Relevant areas the place, their bosses are urged 
Other essential skills they ct. to uphold hosting standards 
ed include genuine interest in a more strictly and give less 
wide range of topics and guests, weight to looks and popularity, 
ability to clearly express yourself because viewers want and de 
without the aid of written spiels serve more professional work 
and prepared questions, and the бот on-camera TV talents. 
knack for steering the conversa- Looks and celebrity take care 
tion into relevant areas, so that of the entertainment aspect of 
the interview adequately clari- television, but there's also the 
fies rhe topic being discussed. mater of information and com- TES 
These requirements are so munication, which should be ‘Qs f SRD WEEK! 
ki HE HAPPY DOLL:@-WEEN 
dents admitted that it took him ТУ executives will just have I Ы ME rcs Рб.13 [AREAS ARE ADVISED OF SOME BATTLE SCENES TAT 
many months before he got the to be made to understand that ' 1 he peo b le have decided. parme PG-13 MAYBE INAPPROPRIATE FOR CHILDREN BELOW 8 YRS OLD. 
hang of the hosting job. viewers don't like being taken : , SRT a DARN DRAG 
Contrastingly, pretty celebri- for granted, or regarded as 1 А FROM THE PRODUCER OF “ ۸ 5 N v 
кы LEE t PE he Wustesee movie for Halloween! уыт 
an appropriately named idiot brainless and clueless hosting. 
board fel they can instantly hot Мете thinking people, so 
a wide range of program types give us TV hosts who are at 
without taxing their brain cells. — least as intelligent as we are. Is 
‘Another issue that ourrespon- that too much to ask? 


DESIGNERS at furniture showcase: (rom left) Mahal Amanda Adams, 
Maya Padiernos, Tara Domingo, Nina Santamaria, Alice Erfe, Lynette 
Ngo, Sarah Ching Castillo, Yannie Erfe Del Corro and Rica Esteves. 


‘A Flair to Remember’ 


FROM Nov. 9 to 22, the LRI Busi- 

ness Plaza located at 210 Nicanor 

Garcia st. (formerly Reposo) in STREET 

Makati will display photographs, SMART 

furniture designs and artworks in 

“A Flair to Remember.” Thirty M h - » 

stores including our photostudio Mandy V н 
will be fearured in the even: Navasero They Walk. They Talk. They Kill 


Photo exhibit table people captured in the act 
My photo exhibit, "A Flair for of reading. Dr. Ronna Singson- = 
Reading,” will showcase 30 no- [T NOW SHOWING DISTRIBUTED DY WARNER BROS. PICTURES. 
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Authenticity is ‘CSI’s’ main attraction 


By Noelani Torre. 


NOW on its fifth season, the hugely B 


successful “CSI: Crime Scene Investi- 
gation” is, according to TV Tome, re- 
sponsible “for a large surge of appli- 
cations of courses in forensic science" 
in the States. 

Reasons for the shows popularity 
arent hard to pinpoint. Its sil basically a 
police series, and this means whodunits, 
violence, and the good, old satisfaction 
that comes from nabbing the bad guy. 

It is also a science and medical 
show that gives us juicy facts and the. 
illusion of knowledge. The combina- 
tion is irresistible. 


Lowdown 

Before anything else, here's the 
lowdown on the show: 

Te features the hard-working members 
of the Crime Scene Investigation unit 
(night shift) of the Las Vegas Police De- 
partment, headed by Detective Gil Gris- 
som (William Peterson). We follow them 
around as they investigate a crime scene, 
analyze organic and inorganic tissues, 


PETERSEN. Plays Gil Grissom on the 
crime show. 


conduct experiments to prove a theory, 
and so on, unt the bad guy is caught. 

Inthe course of their work, they ex- 
plain things and acquaint us with fas- 
cinating scientific processes and para- 
phernalia that lead to the solution of 
acrime. 

Of course, the human element is always 
present, but its there mainly for flesting- 
out purposes. The star of the show is the 


А Flair to Remember” "=" 


Ledesma considers reading “a luxu- 
ту” She says that the state of her heart 
and mind is greatly influenced by the 
books she reads. 


Furniture showcase 

Promising furniture designers gather 
in a rare exhibit to display extricate 
niture items and home furnishings. 
‘Young designers will showease current 
design trends: Tara Domingo and Pam 
Agabin 's innovative use of “electric 


mix" in bedrooms; Sarah and Paolo 
Castillos “Asian fair” in dining rooms; 
Nina Santamaria and Mahal Amanda 
Adams? contemporary home-office de- 
signs; Rica Esteves and Maya Padiernos’ 
“metal modem” living room, and Yanni 
del Сото and Lynette Ngo's tropical de- 


= siga fora lanai. 


Art galleries 
Gallery BiG will present “The Big 
Night” featuring artists like Marcel 


crime scene investigation elf 

The show's makers go all the way in 
the authenticity department. All of the 
equipment they use in the lab is real. 
They all work, and they were “either 
purchased outright, or donated/loaned 
tothe show for product placement.” 

They even based their two main offi 
cers, Grissom and partner Catherine Wil- 
lows (Marg Helgenberger), on actual 
criminologists from the Las Vegas PD. 


Episode 

‘Authenticity is the main attraction, 
After all, a show that advertises the 
supremacy of scientific methods must 
have a veneer of authenticity. 

In fact, they based one episode on an 
actual murder that Devine had solved 
"when she was still an investigator. 

As for us third-worlders who cant 
hope to speak to a policeman when we 
ring their emergency number, "CSI" is 
almost like а science fiction program. 

We understand the explanations, but 
the situations are so far removed from 
ош own experiences that they might as 
well be happening on another planet. 


Antonio, Arturo Luz, Norma Belleza, 
Jun Balasbas and Ramon Orlina. 

Art collectors, dealers and afi- 
cionados will be treated to the works 
of Cobie Cruz and Rico Lascano at Ga- 
lerie Astra, Paris-based Celine Huon 
at Alliance Francaise. Ricco Renzo 
presents Norlie Meinban's “Seated” 
and Nestor Villanueva's “Poetry in My 
Eyes.” 

Email author 
navasero@photopro.com.ph 
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Johansson up for UK . . 


In the best actor category, former 
photographer Paddy Considine was 
nominated for his role in "Dead Man's 
Shoes," Phil Davis for "Vera Drake," 
and Ian Hart for the Beirut hostage 
drama, "Blind Flight." 

Oscar winner Geoffrey Rush was 


+ FrompagoAT8 


Peter Sellers,” a film about:the man |: 
best known as Inspector Clouseaü in 
the Pink Panther films. Ld 
Scourge of right-wing America, 
Michael Moore, may add. another 
award to his Oscar with the nomina- 
tion of his anti-war film, "Fahrenheit „| 


_. SATURDAY Special... 


nominated for "The Life and Death of 9/11,” for best foreign film. Reuters 
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DISCOVER THOUSANDS оғ FINDS. 
HAGGLE FOR GREAT BUYS. 
EXPERIENCE ALL THESE IN A VAST 
AIR-CONDITIONED, CLEAN, SECURE, 
AND SAFE SHOPPING ENVIRONMENT. 
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HALO-HALO! Back TO BACK 
ENTERTAINMENT FINDS! 


OCTOBER 29 OCTOBER 30 OCTOBER 30 
PM 3PM 3:30 PM 
Activity Center 


8th of Manila 
2003's Best New 
Group Awit Awardee}, 


Activity Center Central Plaza 
MeDonald's 
Halloween 

Costume Fun Day 


Junior Inquirer's 
Halloween 
Children's Party 


Developed and managed by Ayala Land, Inc. Another retail innovation. 
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Спо tricks) 


Come & experience a different 
HalloWIN experience... 


October 31,2004 
(Sunday) 


9:00 am onwards 
at Island Cove’s 
Tejeros Garden 


~~ 


An all-in-1 activity where 
families can spend leisure 
time together while kids 


[| 
FREE REGI 


Lots of LOOT BAGS wi 
For inquiries, please contac’ 
(Makati Sales) $ 810-3718 of (avit) 434-8310. 


prought to you by: 


EMILU'S 3j MART 


B Isl (ey Cove 
ae 


Call: (046) 4340210 / 4342154 / 4345846; Makati: (02) 8103728 / 8105351 / 8105837 
emaii: inquiryGiislandcovephil.com; Text hotline: 0920-6257037 / 0916-7203339 
Wwww.islandeovephil.com. 
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JOHANSSON. Cited 
for “Girl With A 
Pearl Earring.” 


Johansson 
up for UK 
film award. 


ON- 
DON—Spoof 
zombie 


splatterfest, 
“Shaun of the 
Dead” and: in- 
die movie dar- 
ling Scarlett 
Johansson are 
two of the 
nominees an- 
nounced 
jostling for 
gongs at the 
British Inde- 
pendent Film 
Awards (BI- 
FA). 

Now in their sev- 
enth year, the awards 
contrast "Hollywood 
slamour with down: 
to-earth British dra- 
ma, and familiar 
names, such as direc- 
tor Mike Leigh. 

"This year's 
nominees reflect 
the growing 
strength and 
versity of British 
independent film- 
making," said BI- 
FA founder Elliot 
Grove. 


Dutch maid 

Johansson is 
the highest pro- 
file name in the 
best actress cate- 
gory nominated 
for her part in 
"Girl With A Pearl. 
Earring," the tale 
of a Dutch maid 
and her artist 
master. 

Former Corona- 
tion Street actress 
Anne Reid was al- 
so nominated for 
her part in the 
cross-genera- 
tional romance, 
“The Mother," and 
Eva Birthistle for 
her role in the in- 
terracial ro- 
mance, "Ae Fond 
Kiss.” 

Critics’ favorite 
Imelda Staunton, 
winner of multi- 
ple theater 
awards, was nom: 
inated for her part 
in “Vera Drake," 
weteran director 
Mike Leigh's lat- 
est offering, 
Which dominates 
the nominations, 
along with "Dead 
Man's Shoes." 

Both films are in 
the running for 
Best British Inde- 
pendent Film. 


Survival story 

The other films 
in the category 
are mountaineer- 
ing survival story, 
“Touching the 
Void,” "Shaun of 
the Dead” and the 
friendship drama, 
“My Summer of 
Love,” 

Brotherly love 
and violent retri- 
bution feature in 
“Dead Man's 
Shoes," which re- 
ceived eight nomi- 
nations, while "Ve-' 
ra Drake," about a 
19505 abortionist, 
received seven. 
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STEWART. 
Absolutely 


lucrative outing into the 

world of romantic golden 
oldies paid off when he recently 
topped the US album charts for the 
first time in 25 years. 

Stewart's newly released "Stardust . . 
‘The Great American Songbook: Volume III" 
sold more than 240,000 copies according to 
Nielsen SoundScan data supplied to 
Reuters. 

Tn his trademark raspy voice, Stewart deliv- 
ers versions of old pop standards like "What a 
Wonderful World,” with Stevie Wonder on 
harmonica, “Blue Moon,” with Eric Clapton 
оп guitar, and duets with Bette Midler on 
“Manhattan” and Dolly Parton on “Baby, Its 
Cold Outside.” 


[ OS ANGELES—Rod Stewart's 


Reaction 

“He's absolutely thrilled,” his manager, 
Arnold Stiefel, said of Stewart’s reaction. 
"He's happy that so many fans have taken to 
this music. It inspires him to sing it better. Ive 
never known him happier.” 

‘Stewart, 59, last topped the US charts in 
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1979 with "Blondes Have More Fun," 
which many critics consider to be the nadir 
of a career that began in the 19605, when 
he was one of the top blues singers in Eng- 
land (with the Jeff Beck Group). "Blondes" 
featured the No. 1 pop hit, "Da Ya Think I'm 
Sexy?" 

“That was in the crazy days of the disco 
era, It certainly did have an eventual back- 
lash on his core male audience,” said 
Stiefel, who started managing Stewart in 
1981. 


Comeback 

‘Stewart mounted a comeback a few years 
ago by signing with J Records, a new label 
formed by Clive Davis, the man behind Carlos 
Santana's resurrection. 

‘Stewart's first release under that deal, “It 
Had to Be You . . . The Great American Song- 
book: Volume 1," debuted at No. 4 in 2002 
and has sold 2.6 million copies to date in the 
United States. 

Its 2003 sequel, "As Time Goes By... The 
Great American Songbook: Volume Il,” de- 
buted at No. 2 and has sold 2.1 million 
copies. Reuters 
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ALLEN AND HANKS (AS ANIMATED CHARACTER). Topbill “Christmas with the 
Kranks” and "The Polar Express,” respectively. 


Hanks, Allen bring 


holiday cheer 


By Nestor U. Torre 


SINCE Christmas buzz starts really early in 
these parts, some viewers are already look- 
ing forward to this season's crop of new 
Yuletide films. Well, reports from Holly- 
wood have it that Tom Hanks and Tim Allen 
will bring holiday cheer to the big screen 
with two potential blockbusters this Christ- 
mas. 

Both of their starrers are based on well- 
loved books—Hanks’ "The Polar Express,” 
on the award-winning modern classic by 
Chris Van Allsburg, and Allen's “Christmas 
with the Kranks,” adapted from John Gr- 
isham's bestseller, “Skipping Christmas.” 

‘The big surprise this season is the inno- 
vative way that Hanks’ performance in 
“The Polar Express” has been brought to 
the screen. The film is an animated fea- 
ture—with a difference. 


Groundbreaking 

Hanks didn't just "voice-act" his part in 
the animated production, he also “moved” 
it with the use of groundbreaking Motion 
Capture technology. This is the first feature 
film to be shot entirely in this new format. 

How does it work? Sensors were taped to 
the actors face and body, and his facial ex- 
pressions and movements were recorded, 
and used as guidelines for the production’s 
animators. 

Hanks comments on the new technique: 
“As an actor, 1 was able to imprint my per- 
formance onto the story, as opposed to go- 
ing into the recording studio and merely 
providing voices. It was fun, but it was also 
very challenging. 

“Because of the sensors, everything you do 
registers, so you can't afford to make a mis- 
take. On the other hand, having the momen- 
tum of shooting for minutes at a time and 
getting it all like one continuous mo- 
ment—that’s as free as I've ever felt as an ac- 
tor It was like being in the theater again." 


In fact, the experience was so positive in 
its effect on Hanks that he agreed to play 
more than one character in the production. 


Better grasp 

After director Robert Zemeckis had got- 
ten a better grasp of what Performance 
Capture could do, he suggested that Hanks 
also play the film's main character, a young 
boy! 

Зо, Hanks put on his sensors again, and 
“moved” the part of the eight-year-old boy. 
With his vast experience, he came up with a 
тоге felt and insightful performance than 
ifa kid had "moved" the part. 

This technique is so radical that some 
people may find it confounding. But, both 
Hanks and Zemeckis were thrilled to ex- 
plore its possibilities, and predicted that 
other animated productions would soon 
embrace the innovative technology in a big 
way. 

In fact, they were so energized by the 
new procedure that Hanks ended up "mov- 
ing” five key roles in the production —the 
boy, the boy's father, the conductor, the 
mysterious hobo, and Santa Claus! 


Thematic sense 

То Zemeckis, this approach made the- 
matic sense because “they are the main 
adult characters the boy interacts with. АП 
of them carry with them the meaningful 
weight of the story. And, more to the point, 
they spring from the boy's own conscious- 
ness,” 

For his part, Tim Allen stars in the new 
family comedy, “Christmas with the 
Kranks.” He plays Luther Krank, who de- 
cides to skip Christmas and all of its trap- 
pings, and go on a vacation with his wife 
Nora (Jamie Lee Curtis), instead. 

But, at the last minute, their daughter 
decides to come home for the holidays, so 
he is forced to put Christmas back together 
again! 
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Auspicious start for Asia Pacific Film Institute 


By Nestor U. Torre as one of the best films of the В 4 dent at heart. Ever since I was Тһе Filipino film industry is in ous disciplines of filmmaking, and 
"80s. eight I wanted to become a pro- trouble these days, but the exper- motivates them to find the means 
THE GOOD news that directors The auspicious start augurs fessional teacher. But, making tise ofitsbest film people remains to make their dream movies. 
Marilou Diaz-Abaya and Ben well for the two filmmakers lat- movies pulled me in another, high, and through the APFI, is А : 
Yalung have joined forces and re- est collaboration, the regional equally attractive direction.” again being used to help raise the Exclusive domain 
sources to put up the Asia Pacific film institute which Marilou has At the Ateneo, year after year level of filmmaking in the region. “No longer is the movie indus- 
Film Institute has invigorated the conceptualized, and makes full since 1981, a dozen students have The institute's regional thrust try the exclusive domain of big 
movie scene in general, and the use of Ben's post-production stu- taken her directing class and grad- is also significant because many studios and syndicated theater 
region's future filmmakers in par- dio, Cine Color. uate to her professional film sets film experts predictthatit'sin фе owners. Today, there is easier ac- 
ticular. 2, and other related industries. Some Asia Pacific region that world cin- cess to all kinds of motion picture 
Special interest has been gen- Committed of her students are Jeffrey Jeturi- ema will launch its “post-Holly- cameras, editing tools and screen- 
erated by the new institute's top- Marilou is known to the public | an, Quark Henares, Judy Lou de wood" period, which is expected ing venues, which make ‘home 
notch faculty and 35mm studio as one of the country's best film- j Pio, Rafael Ongpin, Bill Velasco, to come about when the US film movies not only a popular hobby, 
compound with professional makers, but those who know her Manet Dayrit and Tara Illenberger. capital loses its creative edge due but also a potential money-earn- 
shooting, sound, lighting and lab- really well also regard her as a to sheer "blockbuster" commer- ing activity. 
oratory facilities. committed teacher. For more Program cialism. "We want our students to imag- 
It's instructive to note that than 20 years, she's been teach- For the APFI, Marilou has de- This region has the culture, the ine and realize the broad bi 
Marilou-and Ben's working rela- ing film subjects at the Ateneo, signed a studies program that artists and the huge film audi- tapped spectrum of possibilities 
tionship spans a full 20 years, despite her busy schedule as a di BT. suits the needs of budding film- enceto energize such a shift of fo- for producing and watching Asian 
In 1984, he produced “Karnal,” rector and film industry leader. ABAYA. Has always loved makers in the Asia Pacific region. cus and power, and the APFI has cinema." 
which she directed. That initial Thus, it's no surprise to them teaching. This regional scope is signifi- opened just e to help initi- Budding filmmakers who want 
collaboration won major awards that she's now wearing her cant, because itrecallsthetimein ate that majors! tobe a part of the APFI movement 
atthe Metro Manila Film Festival, newest hat, as Director of Studies чагу 2005. the 'SOs and '60s when Filipino Marilou describes the emerging are invited to call (917) 857- 
was exhibited at international of the Asia Pacific Film Institute, Marilou herself observes, "I've movie artists and craftsmen were cinematic landscape: “Here, іп а 9989, email study@asiapacifi 
Himfests, and was cited by the which opens its doors to the re- always loved teaching--maybe invited to other Asian countries specific cultural context, the insti- film.com, or access wwwasiapaci- 
Manunuri ng Pelikulang Pilipino gion's future filmmakers in Jan- because Гуе always been a stu- to teach filmmaking there. tute drills its students in the vari- ficflm.com. 


Protecting Mother Earth Usher, Linkin Park take 


THAVE a friend who is experienc. ———————— survival of life forms. They pro- ploit her, while most of us sit pas- ; , 
ing serious hair loss. Every time OTUS vide food and medicine, and give sively as we watch. home Radio Music Awards 
she combs her hair, she agonizes off oxygen. R 
upon seeing strands falling on Unfortunately even MotherEarh Solutions 
her shoulders. is experiencing a heavy fallout of _ Wehaveconcocted solutions for LAS VEGAS—This time, Ashlee 
‘To a woman, hair is an integral “hair” Irresponsible people have falling hair: formulated shampoo, Simpson sang it for real. 
part of physical beauty. We admire ; been shaving off her tresses and ex- implants, hair growth formula, et. We think. 
women who have long, black tres- R. Valencia posing her head to harsh conditions. We worry about falling hair, butwe Тһе 19-year-old pop artist was 
esthat gently sway as hey move. and S. Bismark If someone went to our biolog- don't think about Mother Earth's among a slew of stars who 
LU — —— ical mother, and pulled and serious situation. played during the 2004 Radio 
Asset er Earth is described as having lush shaved off her hair, we would be It’s about time we do. Music Awards on the Las Vegas 
Its notjust an asset. Itis also a growth covering her head—these greatly offended. We owe it to our Mother to Strip. 
protective feature that shields ате the trees and plants that cool _ Mother Earth is alo our mother. protect the very gifts that make Usher and Linkin Park took 
Our head from the scorching sun, the environment and keep the She has patiently nurtured our ex. existence on this planet possible home two honors each. Usher 
and keeps our head warm during earth from drying up. istence by providing food, air and and bearable. won hip-hop artist and hip-hop 
cold weather. ‘Trees don’t only connote beau- water Despite her generosity and Email lotuspond108@hot- song of the year Linkin Park 
Tnancient Vedic literature, Moth- ty. They serve a vital role for the kindness, some of her children ex- mail.com grabbed the alternative rock 
song and rock artist of the year. 
> , i Destiny’s Child opened the 
aja Salvador’s career heats up сахту iaden show, wowing a 
` screaming audience with “Lose 
By Jocelyn Valle cast of the reunion movie of di- 10 hours! I learned believability My Breath. 
rector Joyce Bernal and comedi- from that exercise.” Performances people that she was “only kid- 
EVER since she got into a vehicu- an Vhong Navarro, the horror- _ She's also grateful for the sup- Я an dng” 
lar accident a few weeks ago, Ma- comedy “D'Anothers.” port that she gets from the cast of Train, Chiba Eisai vokor, Т, : 
ja Salvador would start to get m s "It Might Be You,” especially John + ч McGraw, Big & Rich, Gretchen Interview 
panicky whenever her car would Gifted singer Prats, who's her love interest. “Не | Wilson and Alanis Morissette all Later in the evening, she told 
suddenly accelerate. “Iwas trau- Although Maja is a gifted wasmy first crush,” she giggles. “I so dazzled the crowd with their рају in an off-stage interview that 
matized by that experience,” she singer and dancer, she wants to used to watch him on Ang TV’ j, WES ың Popma: acid-reflux disease had made her 
shares. “My knees and feet were focus on acting for now. and | told my cousins that ме SALVADOR. W A But, whether she liked it ог lose her voice four hours before 
badly bruised, so I couldn't walk “Td like to be goodin drama like would be in a love team some- qar; „какшаса not, Simpson was at the center Of her“SNI! appearance. 
for four days! Now, I don't even my favorite actresses, Vilma San- Me the show, thanks to a glitch on She didn't seem concerned 
tos, Sharon Cuneta and Maricel But, when Maja finally met actress. Ditto for Igi Boy (Aga “Saturday Night Live” that re- about her slip up. 
Soriano,” she shares. John on the set of their soap, she Muhlach and Janice de Belen’s vealed she had been lip-synching ^ "You move on,” Simpson said. 
There's one thing, though, that Maja remembers entertaining didn't know how to relate to him. son), who's said to be courting one of her songs. “Things happen.” 
‘Maja is glad to be picking up speed houseguests with songs and “So, I refrained from talking to her, and Railey Valeroso. Before she sang "Autobiogra- Politics also didn't spoil the 
these days: Her less-than-a-yearold dances when she was a child. “It's him,” she winces. Maja has also found friendship phy” off her hit album, host Car- night at the venue, where Linda 
career in show business. Shes inthe always been my dream to be an with other ABS-CBN talents. She's son Daly reassured the audience Ronstadt was told to leave in July 
popular soap, “It Might Be You,” actress," she smiles. Very close closest to Roxanne Guinoo. “I root- that they were getting a live per- after praising "Fahrenheit 9/11," 
and will soon move upto lead-star ће credits the workshops When the characters of John ей for her when she competed in formance. Michael Moore's unflattering doc- 
status in anew show on ABS-CBN, she's attended under Beverly and Bea moved to Pampanga, the ‘SCQ: But, I miss my school pals.1 “Live, yes live," he said. umentary about President George 
۴ $ Vergel for bringing out the actress young stars had to tape scenes in had to shift to distanceleamingbe- When Simpson's band started W Bush. 
Reunion movie inher. “1 used to have а hard time Cavite. “John and I had nobody cause of my hectic schedule. playing, the younger sister of pop Neither Moore nor Ronstadt ap- 
‘The 16-year-old member ofthe expressing emotions in front of else to hang out with except each “On my last day in regular starlet Jessica Simpson peared at the awards show, but 
illustrious Salvador show biz clan the camera, I couldn't cry,” shere- other, so we got very close." school, my classmates cried with screamed, “Ics the wrong song.” former pro wrestler Hulk Hogan 
(her father went by the screen calls. "During one session at the ВШ, no, there's nothing going me. Too bad, I can't join them on Seconds later, she told a stunned made himself seen by wearing a 
name, Ross Rival) is also in the workshop, I was asked to су for on between them, says the pretty field trips and retreats anymore.” theater filled with hundreds of “Vote or Die!” Tshirt. АР 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2004 


CHILLS and thrills, laughter and tears, will fill 

your viewing nights on the Hallmark Chan- 

nel, the Азіа-Ра‹ region's leading family 

entertainment network, "where great stories 
come to life." 

wer Ww November, after all, 

MONTAGE is the scariest month 

of the year. Center- 

piece of the November 

lineup is the “Midsomer Murders” se- 

ries—four engrossing and engaging 

cliffhangers, at 9 p.m. every Sunday starting 

Nov.7. 

“Midsomer Murders” pits an enterprising 
and intrepid crime-solver against a rogue's 
gallery of characters. Playing DCI Barnaby, 
John Nettles leads an impressive cast, which 
includes Daniel Casey and James Bolam. 

First stop in the hot trail is “Midsomer Mur- 
ders: Dead Man's Eleven” (premieres on Nov. 
7) The tranquil facade of Midsomer County 
cracks when the cricket team captain's wife is 
found bludgeoned to death. Then, the team’s 
scorer is fatally stabbed with a Nazi dagger. 
The body count rises as a web of lies and de- 
ception unravels in the seemingly picture- 
perfect town. 

‘The second enigma in the series is “Mid- 
somer Murders: Death of a Stranger” (Nov. 
14). Fresh from his vacation in France, DCI 
Barnaby gets embroiled in the murder case of 
a nameless vagrant, 

‘The third puzzle to be solved is “Midsomer 
Murders: Blue Herrings” (Nov. 21). As DCI 
Barnaby readies for another holiday, he stum- 
bles on something bizarre: The last wills of 
several residents are being changed, upon the 
instigation of the local doctor. 

The fourth conundrum in the lineup is “Mid- 
somer Murders: Judgment Day” (Nov. 28). The 
townsfolk are putting their best foot forward for 
the “Perfect Village” contest. Their high hopes, 
however, are soon dashed when a petty thief is 
impaled with a pitchfork. 


Canon captures Sandara’s smile 

Since she became one of the Top 4 finalists 
in ABS-CBN's Star Circle Quest months ago, 
the cameras have never stopped rolling and 
flashing for the country’s teen sensation, San- 
dara Park. 

Although she did not win the top prize, she 
won the hearts of the Filipino masses as she 
emerged as the talent search's Texters 
Choice. And Sandarz-mania' was felt all 
around, as pietures of her are in almost every 
newspaper and magazine. 

Recently, Sandara signed up with leading 
photographic brand Canon. When asked how 
she felt about having been chosen by Canon 
to endorse their latest cameras and digital 
video camcorders, she said, “Tm happy to en- 
dorse Canon. Its a well-known and trusted 
brand here and abroad." 

But, did you know that Sandara enjoys be- 
ing behind the camera more than she does be- 
ing in front of it? She confesses, “In my family, 
Tm the one who takes pictures a lot. ТЇ be 
bringing along my Canon cameras with me all 
the time. ТЇЇ take pictures of my activities 
from now on!" 


Auditions for musicians and vocalists 

‘An international casting team will be in 
Manita on Nov. 17 and 18 to audition quali- 
fied applicants for full-time entertainment 
performers in a new theme park in Asia slated 


PETRON WOLWO 
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| Sat URDAYSpecial 
Spine-tinglers on Hallmark Channel 


CASEY. Plays important role in “Midsomer 
Murders.” 


to open during the latter part of 2005. 

‘The team is in search of musicians and vo- 
calists who will perform a variety of musical 
styles at both indoor and outdoor locations, 
and in various stage shows and atmosphere 
groups across the new property. The San 
Miguel Foundation for the Performing Ars 
has been tapped to provide support for the 
auditions 

Professional performers possessing both 
excellent musicianship and showmanship are 
being sought in the following instrumenta- 
tion: piano, harp, percussion (marching 
drums, drum set, African hand drumming), 
upright string bass, electric bass, trumpet, 
trombone, tuba and woodwinds (all saxo- 
phone, clarinet, flute and piccolo) 

Vocalists, please call the enrolment coordi- 
nator, Mr. Deo Dipasupil, at 632-3769 for the 
listof roles open for auditions. Entertainment 
audition enrolment forms are now available 
at SMFPA. 

Please bring your most recent 2'x2" full- 
color photo, detailed resume and, for vocal- 
ists, a demo recording of the songs assigned 
to the role you are aspiring for, in CD format. 

All applicants must be at least 18 years of 
age. Qualified applicants will be invited to an 
audition, 

Deadline for enrolment is on Nov. 5. Up- 
dates will be posted at wwwsmfpa.com. 


Nicotina holds adult Halloween 
fashion competition 

Nicotina Garden Pavilion marks its first 
Halloween party with a band as it launches 
"Halloween on the Catwalk,” at 9 p.m. on Oct. 
30 on Roxas blvd. (beside the DFA). 

‘The unique Halloween event encourages 
adult guests to participate in the catwalk 
show displaying their wildest, craziest, scari- 
est outfits in leather, feather, rubber, metal or 
lace. This for-adults-only fashion competition 
is the brainchild of Nicotina proprietor 
Richard Tann. 

A panel of distinguished personalities will 
sit as judges. The winner will receive 
P10,000. An entrance fee of P350, consum- 


BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 


A tradition of leadership 


able per person, will be charged. Call 551- 
7906 or 551-7907. 


‘Breakups and Breakdowns’ 

Watch excerpts from Joel Trinidad and 
Rony Fortich’s original musical comedy, 
“Breakups and Breakdowns” at the CCP Bul- 
wagang Amado Hernandez on Nov. 18, 
‘Thursday at 5 p.m. The performance features 
Pheona Baranda, Topper Fabregas, Lorenz 
Martinez, Nica Reynoso, Shiela Valderrama 
and Trinidad. Admission is free. 


PARK. Enjoys 
being behind 
the camera. 


REWARD 


The wild chase is on for Inquirer's Guyito! 


` Look for the specially-marked Guyito coupon In the pages of Inquirer. 
_ Cut out, put your name, address and signature. Drop at designated drop 
` boxes for a shot at your most wanted rewards! 


Join the fun as inquirer celebrates 19 exciting years of giving Filipinos 


no less than balanced news and fearl 
Hunt from September 27 to December 14, 20041 


views. 
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Rates seen rising on political worries 


EOE ET By Michelle V. Remo in pricing their loans, rose to its Arroyo administration's econom- 
uN DICATORS 21-month high at 7.869 percent, ic team. Members of the business 
‘THE DEPARTMENT of Finance has expressed concern that 0г9.7 basis points higher than the community, the Makati Business 
CURRENCIES domestic interest rates could further shoot up in the com- Previous rate. The yields for the Club in particular, warned that 

р om- 3 
— a EN ing weeks due to lingering concerns on a destabilization 18Z and 364- day bill also rose ro the bill passed by the Lower 
i? ии. plot against the Arroyo administration, as well as doubts 8951 percent and 9.926 percent, House would not send a positive 


icem үө ^ respectively. The latest rate for the signal on the government's deter- 
on its political will to have its fiscal reform measures six-month debt paper was 10.6 mination to instill fiscal reforms. 


_AsofSpm,Oct.29.2004 Раѕѕей by Congress. basis points higher than the pr. ‘The bill passed by Congress 
w Finance Undersecretary Eric military and alleged watered down ous rate, while the rate for the seeks a 20-percent increase in the 
AV? rosae AS, т Recto yesterday said that rumors version of the tax measures—play one-year paper was 22 basis current tax rates imposed on 
or ў of a coup attempt was ill-timed а role in affecting people's senti- points higher (One percentage cigarette brands, another 3-percent 
Asof5 pm. Oct. 29, 2004 because it could worsen the do- ment,” said Recto, who is concur- point is equal to 100 basis points.) hike in 2006, and a further 3-per- 

Dip SIS enaze Mestie interest rate scenario, rent chair of the Bureau of Treas А trader earlier said the in- cent increase in 2007, The bil was 

:9425.60-42610 Which had been on an uptrend in sury’s auction committee. crease in the rates last Monday different from the original version 
per once Hong Kong Oc 29.10% the past weeks. ‘Last Monday, the rates fortrea- was largely due to rising infla- ofthe economic team, which called 

‘ial ae ы шеш мын Recto added that allegations шу bills rose across all maturi- tion, which has breached 6 per- fora 30.1-percent increase in exist- 

арт Goes gosos 0900 ас the government adopted а ties as banks said they меге fac- cent in the past months, but also ing tax rates, and for the indexa- 

Yate kingdom таей en 10808 warered-down version of the toring in the risk to be caused by said the slow deliberations on the tion of the tax rates to inflation. 

ЕЕК 065888 pisss 1240 “sin” taxes ЫШ amid pressures sharp increases in oil prices that, fiscal measures in Congress were Meanwhile, the lingering talks 

бза 02080 айл ORD from industry players was ad- in tum, could spike inflaton, and partly to blame. ona coup attempt were fueled by 

ined Gaas — 08M — DEM versely affecting efforts to keep the way the Arroyo administra-  Thesintaxesbillwaspassedby the reported unrest in the mili- 

anan 202259 28580 МӘ interest rates stable. tion's fiscal measures were pro- the Lower House on Thursday, tary being caused by the ongoing 

man [DL sam 2 “all of these negative talks and — gressing in Congress. but the provisions of the ap- investigation into the alleged cor- 
indonesia Geoss охл 2080 dher frequency—such as coup  Therateforthe9l-daytreasury proved bill were more lenient ruption in the Armed Forces of 
iene ames 000850 14721 plot, endemic corruption in the bill used asabenchmarkbybanks than the original proposal of the the Philippines. 
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Кез HF ENE H fl ti f t | Figures that matter in our nation's life 
= SS ш initauon тогесаѕ [RP inflation forecasts 
Pasun 1 at i <> 
Seu in Quai оюн By Doris C. Dumlao But by 2006, pressures from | (2004 & 2005, in percent) Euri 

Sweden 071097 OD current supply shocks are seen 
E3 0015131 007925 THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pilip- to taper off and soften inflation 
ds DONE |o SE inas has jacked up its inflation to 4.1 percent, or back within 
forecast for 2005 to an average of the 4-5 percent target. 
STOCK MARKET 6.4107 percent orabovethegov- — The governments 4- to 5- 
a sary ernments fighting target of 4-5 percent target range has been 
Stocks close higher as oil prices fali percent, but still saw no need to kept as an official fighting tar- 


d STOCKS closed resort to monetary tightening. get for 2004-2006 despite the 


higher for the fourth Іп a press briefing yesterday, BSP's admission that the range 
straight day yester-® BSP Assistant Governor Diwa would be breached this year 
day, led by No. 2 lender Bank of Guinigundo said the emerging and next year. 


vestors cheered a fallin global 
crude prices. 


was a further escalation from supply and demand pressures 
the 5.4- to 5.5-percent project- would peak next year, resulting 


the Philippine Islands, as in- 5 | inflation scenario for next year Guinigundo explained that 


Opec president Pumomo Yus- - ed average for this year, mainly їп ап uptrend in consumer soe ms 
giantoro said yesterday he ex- їпзивавалпазла® due toskyrocketingoil prices. prices. 

pected oil prices to fall further as (бесно market report on Page 82) The latest 2005 inflation . Aside from rising oil prices, | souce ssn cewiepran te Asan Development Ол. emai ore Funde Wes 
US crude stocks rose, good news forthe Philippines which imports forecast—based on the BSP’s hesaid price increases in specif- makan Ct nae See paa 


most ofits crude requirements, : third-quarter inflation re- іс food items and volatility in [Gays nese RE уш Vo coach Веберн ае 
But analysts sald gains were capped by mixed earnings results after port—was an upward adjust- the peso-dollar exchange rate | government, however, is sticking to ts 4-5 percent target despite theinfiation hiting 


‘second-largest phone firm Globe Telecom inc. said late on Thursday its. ment from the 5.2-5.9-percent might contribute to inflation- | 6 9percentiast September tis also keeping its 2005 projection of 4-5 percent even 
s third-quarter profit fell 34 percent as it paid debts, spent money on Projection made during the pre- ary pressures. | The twointematonal agencies see nlaton averaging ê Band 5.5 percentin 2004 
‘marketing, and lost out to competition from rival PLDT. * Vious quarterly briefing. mawcKoyge | 2nd 2005,seepectivay, Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Research 

The main Index jumped 11.54 points or 0.64 percent to 1,819.03 à == Sai: ie 

ts. The index is up 26 percent so far this year 

“News that oil prices continued to drop cheered players," said AB 1 
aan = Review of RSBS books to start next mont 
the negative sentiment spilled over to PLOT.” 

Globe Telecom, 40-percent owned by Ayala Corp.. fell 2.84 percent By Michelle V. Remo Awards Committee has come up ofthe RSBS, while the lasttwoare the shortlist to the World Bank, 
to P1,025. Ив bigger rival, Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. with a shortlist of preferred acru- financial consulting firms. which will provide the $200,000 
кел a i рн ‘THE REVIEW ofthe actuarial and arial and financial consultants The official said the DOF would grant to cover the cost of the 

be .. financial state of the Retirement that will conduct the review. choose two winning bidders, one study. The World Bank will be 

Pu Seno and Separation Benefits System The consulting firms whose that will conduct a review of the asked to send a "letter of no ob- 

Cend hinare er am = (RSBS) of the Armed Forces of technical bids passed the require- actuarial state of the RSBS, and jection” to the DOF before the lat- 

uncementlatr yesterday. rom Thursdays P3078 mi- the Philippines will begin next mems of the bidding committee another that will conduct areview ter awards the contracts to the 
thon as patners beat losers SU to 24 month. included FF Miravite Inc, Watson ofits financial condition. two winning bidders. 

Analysts sald investors were also cautious ahead of a long weekend According to an official from Wyatt Worldwide, Royal Asia Ap- “We expect the review to begin Тһе DOF said that with the ге-. 
алт af destabilization moves against the governmentastaw. the Department of Finance, the praisal/KPMG Laya Mananghaya, in mid-November, and then the sults of the study, it expected to 
makers Investigate reported massive corruption in the military. review of the cash-strapped pen- and PricewaterhouseCoopers- studies could be completed with- leam ways on how to make the 

Nov. t is a public holiday and analysts expect the market to move sion fund was expected to begin Joaquin Cunanan & Со. The fist in he frst half of nex year” the RSBS viable and eventually inde- 

‘srocks/82 іп the second half of November two are actuarial firms interested official said. pendent of funds from the nation- 
after the DOF's Special Bids and іп conducting the actuarial review Не said the DOF would send REVIEW/82 
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Globe sees stronger 4th quarter 
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300 BoHp at 150 psi 
Horizontal Fire Tube BOILER 
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EXPORT QUALITY ITEMS AT ITS BEST DIRECT FROM THE 
MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS ALL UNDER ONE ROOF. 


Tel. Nos. 372-8453 / 374-3726 / 374-2440 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


GLOBE Telecom Inc. has vowed 
to put in a stronger performance 
in the current quarter when eam- 
ings should match the level of the 
first two quarters on expectations 
that huge investments in market- 
ing and debt reduction have start- 
ed to pay off. 

Globe president Gerardo 
 Ablaza said the company was also 
looking to pay a bigger dividend 
to its shareholders from last years 
50 percent as Globe realized ex- 
cess cash from increased earnings. 

He said a 60-percent dividend to 
‘common shareholders was “doable” 
given that the company would like 
to have a debtequity ratio of 
against a lower debt ratio at present. 

Globe reported a 34-percent 
drop in its third-quarter earnings 
to P2.05 billion against P3.13 bil- 
lion a year ago. Ablaza said the 
company spent about P600 mil- 
lion to prepay debts and about P1 
billion to win over subscribers 
and keep them loyal to Globe. 

As of end-September, Globe 
and Touch Mobile have 11.7 mil- 
lion subscribers, up 1.2 million 
from the first half. 

In the first and second quarters, 
Globe registered profits of P3.1 
billion and P3.8 billion. A strong 
first half allowed the company to 
increase nine-month profit by 19 
percent to P8.96 billion against 
P7.5 billion a year ago. 

‘The joint venture of Ayala Corp. 
and Singapore Telecom gave an 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Finance 
BUREAU OF CUSTOMS 


Customs District ХШ 
Port of Subic 
SBFZ, Olongapo City 


NOTICE OF OVERSTAYING SHIPMENTS 
AND THE PUBLIC AUCTION THEREOF 


Whereas, the herein described items/goods were separately imported and landed on various dates 
at the Port of Subic, which up to the present, no Customs Import Entry has been filed thereon respectively or 


if such entry has been filed, no further claim/adjudication was made thereto by respective consignee/ 
importer or such rightful claimant within the period fixed by law, to wit: 


additional 20-percent load to рге- 
id subscribers topping up 
through Autoload Max. Aside from 
that, Ablaza said Globe matched a 
10-day price war initiated by fierce 
rival Smart Communications Inc. 
As a result, handset subsidies 
to postpaid customers increased 
to P13,000 each during the 10- 


fourth-quarter earnings would go 
back to the level of the first two 
quarters. 

‘Ablaza said that as a result of 
debt prepayment in the third 
quarter, interest expense would 
drop by P100 million each month 
orP1.2 billion ina year. 

Capital expenses for next year 
is tentatively set at $350 million. 
Ош of this, Gonzalez had said 
that between $100 million and 
$150 million could be financed 
with new loans, 

In 2005, Ablaza said capital ex- 


.penditure per subscriber should go 


down to $50 from the current $70. 

Ablaza, however, ruled out any 
major capital investment for 
Globe in any of SingTel's regional 
venture. 

“Our role would be more in in- 
novation and coming up with a 
platform of new ideas and value- 
added services,” said Ablaza. 


Review. 

From page BI 

al government, which 
is facing a fiscal prob- 
lemofits own. 

The DOF official 
earlier said the nation- 
al government would 
still be forced to shoul- 
der the payment of 
pension benefits of re- 
tired military person- 
nel because there were 
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Port Of Subic 
Copy furnished: 
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Law Division 
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hit bythe crisis. 

But aside from the 
financial crisis, the 
alleged graft and cor- 
ruption among RSBS 
officials have been 
blamed for the suf- 
fering of the pension 
fund's finances. 


Stocks ... 


From page BI 


sideways when it re- 
sumes trading next 
Tuesday, with players 
awaiting more eam- 
ings reports. 

Southeast Asia's 
biggest food and bev- 
erage firm San 
Miguel Corp. and 
PLDT are expected to 
announce their re- 
sults on Nov, 4, fol- 
lowed by the coun- 
пу largest business 
group Ayala Corp. on 
Nov.5. 

"Should — world 
crude prices continue 
their descent, mo- 
mentum might con- 
tinue to support 
barometers higher on 
hopes corporate 
earnings growth will 
be supported for the 
remaining leg this 
year,” said stock bro- 
kerage firm 2TradeA- 
sia.com in a client 
note, 

“Immediate sup- 
port is at 1,800, sec 
ondary at 1,790, re- 
sistance at 1,830- 
1,850." Reuters 
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7 DISCLOSURES 


GLOBE Telecom Inc. confirmed that the company Is committed to In- 
crease the publi float to 30 percent from the current 20 percent but this 
is a medium term goal and not In the near term. There are no specific 
plans at present to increase the public float, 

ASIATRUST Development Bank Inc. will hold Its annual stockholders’ 
“meeting on Nov. 19, 2 p.m. at Hotel InterContinental Manila, Ayala Ам 
Makati. Record date is set on Nov. 4. 

THE BOARD of directors of MIC Holdings Corp. elected Arturo Hilado as 
director of the company and Karla Lumen Homena as corporate secra- 
tary efective Nov. 1 

ROXAS Holdings Inc. will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting on Nov. 
24, 10 a.m. at the New World Renalssance Hotel, Makati City. Record 
date is set on Oct. 15 for the determination of stockholders entitled to no- 
tice of and vote at the meeting. 

EAST Asla Power Resources Corp. will hold Its annual stockholders’ 
meeting on Nov. 18, 10 a.m. at the Manlia Polo Club, Forbes Park, Makati 
City. Only common stockholders as of Oct. 28 are entitled to notice and 
vote at the meeting. 

PHILIPPINE Realty & Holdings Corp. disclosed that they were unaware 
of any information relating to the unusual movement of thelr share price 
which Increased by 50 percent to P0.33 per share. 

SUN Life Finanolal Inc. declared a quarterly cash dividend of 09190.22 
per share on the common shares of the corporation payable on Dec. 31 
to shareholders of record at the close of business on Nov. 24. Compiled 
by Ray Leyssa, PDI Research 
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House may transfer part of P9-B DAR fund to agri department. 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


‘THE HOUSE of Representatives is con- 
sidering transferring part of the Agrar- 
ian Reform departments P9-billion 
fund to the Department of Agriculture 
to augment funds under the proposed 
2005 budget. 

Lanao del Sur Rep. Benasing 
Macarambon (NPC) said the House of 
Representatives might augment the 
2005 proposed budget of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture (DA) by acquiring 
funds from other government agen- 
cies. 

Macarambon said they were also look- 


ing at transferring part of the P9-billion 
Agrarian Reform Fund (ARF) of the Ре- 
partment of Agrarian Reform (DAR) to 
boost the P226-million DAR allocation to 
the National Irrigation Administration 
(Nia). 

‘The lawmakers believe the NIA alloca- 
tion is inadequate. 

Macarambon, who chairs the House 
committee on agriculture, said he al- 
ready had extended this proposal to 
the House committee on appropria- 
tions chair Rolando Andaya (LB Ca- 
marines Sur). 

“Under the proposed 2005 DA bud- 
get, the МАЗ locally funded and for- 


eign assisted projects are allotted P4.2 
billion,” said Macarambon during the 
committee hearing of the DA budget 
late Wednesday. “(The fund) needs 
counterpart funding from the national 
government.” 

However, Macarambon said that 
such an arrangement would need to be 
ironed out because the bulk of the ARF 
fund came from foreign assisted pro- 
jects. 

‘The DA initially submitted a budget of 
P25 billion to the Departmentof Budget 
and Management. 

However the DA lowered the figure to 
P14.5 billion following negotiations with 


the DBM. 

Some P2.67 billion of the 2005 bud- 
get is allocated for the Office of the 
agriculture secretary; P1.8 billion to 
fund local DA projects; P4.2 billion as 
counterpart funding to foreign-assist- 
ed DA projects: P974 million to the DA 
bureaus; PL4 billion to its regional 
field units and P1.8 billion to DA at- 
tached agencies. 

‘There is also the subsidy to attached 
corporations amounting to P1.6 bil- 
lion. 

Members of Congress have expressed 
disappointment at the level of govern- 
ment support to the DA, which was not 


commensurate to the department's con- 
tributions to the economy. à 

“We will continue to scrutinize the DA 
budget to further attune it to the Medi- 
um-Term Philippine Development Plan, 
which is currently being finalized,” said, 
Macarambon. | 

He noted that the current fiscal diffi- 
culties have made the DA more focused 
and more targeted. 


The department is now tapping oth- $ 


er resource flows outside of the Gener. 
al Appropriations Act, such as the ex- 
panding internal revenue allotments 
of the local government units, 
Macarambon added. 


Reflecting Time 


Globe unit up for relaunch ¥? proposes 


after sluggish performance 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


THE SLUGGISH performance of 
Touch Mobile has prompted Globe 
Telecom Inc. to reassess the position 
of its unit in the market and prime it 
for a relaunch before year end or in 
early 2005. 

‘Touch Mobile is the brand that 
Globe's subsidiary Innove Communi- 
cations Inc. had positioned to pierce 
the lower segment of the wireless 
market. 

But the brand had not delivered 
substantial results, ending the third 
quarter with only 1.6 million sub- 
scribers or up only 350,000 against 
1.25 million the previous year. 

Tn contrast, Talk ‘N Text of Pilipino 
Telephone Corp. counted 3.55 mil- 
lion subscribers as of end-June from 
2.22 million a year ago. Piltel would 
announce the third quarter results 
next week. 

Globe president Gerardo Ablaza 
said the company wanted to strength- 


en the Touch Mobile brand so it could 
play a bigger role in the company’s 
bid to penetrate the mass marker. 
Innove president Gil Genio said the 
company was currently evaluating 
Touch Mobile's market positioning. 
“We want to know where Touch 
Mobile fits, now that even Globe's 
brand is being used for the mass mar- 
lained. “We want to re- 


Mobile before it was treated just like 
‘any mobile brand. Over time, the рїс- 
ture for Touch Mobile was blurred.” 

Globe and Innove hopes to resolve 
Touch Mobile's identity crisis before 
yearend. 

Asked whether the brand would be 
relaunched before the end of 2004, 
Genio was non-committal. 

“We want to complete the picture 
before Christmas," said Genio. "But if 
not, we will do it early next year.” 

He did not rule out the possibility 
that, based on ongoing studies, Touch 
Mobile might turn out to be no longer 


necessary to the company. 

He said if that happened, Globe 

would not be affected that much be- 
cause, after all, Touch Mobile was 
just using the network of the parent 
firm. 
- The average monthly chur rate or 
the percentage of Touch Mobile sub- 
scribers who had disconnected stood 
at 134 percent from January to 
September this year, up by 6.9 percent 
against the same period last year. 

Тһе high percentage of Touch Mo- 
bile chum was due to the delayed 
launch of the over-the-air reloading 
service as well as the SIM swap offered 
by the competitor, according to Globe. 

‘The same thing happened to Globe 
last year and was reflected in its 
books during the first quarter. 

‘Average revenue per unit or Arpu 
for Touch Mobile for the first nine 
months stood at P181, down from 
P223 ayear ago, although acquisition 
cost per subscriber also dropped 15 
percentat P158 from P186 last year. 


Service sector cites power subsidy phase-out 


LEADERS of the country's major ser- 
vice companies recently lauded the 
recent decision of the Energy Regula- 
tory Commission (ERC) to phase out 
the inter-class subsidy given by large 
commercial and industrial power 
consumers to the residential cus- 
tomers of the Manila Electric Compa- 
ny (Meralco) 

Various business executives said 
the subsidy phase-out will result in 
more competitive power rates in the 
country, and “will enable the service 
sector to channel financial resources 
to the improvement of services and 
commercial facilities and to the possi- 
ble creation of more jobs.” 

Philippine Hotel Federation trea- 
surer Costas Vafopoulos said the sub- 


| Photo may vary rom actual ui ө 


sidy phase-out "could be a big boost 
to the bottomline of the hospitality in- 
dustry, since power is a major cost 
item in the operation of our hotels.” 
He said an improved financial posi- 
tion for the sector would, in tum, help 
it compete better in the regional 
tourism and business travel markets. 
‘Ayala Land president Jaime Ayala 
underscored the positive impact of 
lower power rates on the expansion 
of commercial operations and the 
possible generation of more jobs. By 
correcting. the power rate situation, 
businesses such as malls, cinemas 
and restaurants can now afford to 
hire more employment, Ayala said. 
Ernest Cu, CEO of listed SPI Tech- 
nologies, said the subsidy phase-out 


In probably 
the Chevrolet 
with lots of cargo space. 


“is a major boost to the BPO indus- 
uy" 

Lower power rates would help the 
sector remain competitive especially 
at this time when other Asian coun- 
tries are trying to grab a bigger share. 
of outsourced business from the Unit- 
ed States and Europe. 

‘Also, the Chambers of Commerce of 
the Philippines Foundation Inc. (CCPFI) 
welcomed the subsidy phase-out, citing 
the effect of the move “on the effort to 
create a positive business atmosphere in 
thecountry" 

CCPFI president Francis Chua said 
they had urged the ERC to move on. 
the issue a long time ago. He said the 
subsidy was a negative factor as far as 
business growth was concerned. 


less time than it 
Zafira transforms 


took you to 
from a 7-seater to a 
How? The revolutionary Flex7 seating system 


online system 
for DA deals 


DAVAO CITY—Agriculture Sec. Arthur Yap 
proposed the adoption of an on-line system 
forall transactions in the agency. 

During a visit here on Oct. 22, Yap said the 
system would ensure efficiency and would al- 
so promote greater transparency, thereby 
avoiding suspicions about irregularity in the 
agency's transactions. 

He said the proposed on-line system is an 
innovative approach that could be used, par- 
ticularly in the DAs procurement process. 

Yap said to avoid charges of irregularity in 
future DA transactions, the agency should im- 
mediately adopt the system. 

Yap was accused of irregularities during his 
stint with the National Food Authority. 

Marlene Esperat, a former action officer of 
the DA in Mindanao, charged Yap with fund 
anomaly involving some P432 million. 

Esperat said Yap, who was then NFA chief, 
authorized the release of the funds for the 
procurement of fertilizers even if it was not 
among the agency's mandate. 

“The funds of the NFA is mainly for the 
purpose of buying and selling grains and 
other food products,” she said. “The fact 
that the NFA had to use its funds for other 
purposes such as the purchase of fertilizer is 
a clear case of juggling/illegal transfer of 
funds." 

Esperat said her complaint had been veri- 
fied and that she has evidence to support it. 
Dennis Jay C. Santos, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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FREE. Finished caps will be paid in CR Airways Ltd., a home base airline in Hong Kong, invites high caliber 


BSP'BSN.PTMT Mana. сар basis. Contact Noor | (| and diligent candidates to fill the following vacancies: 


lopemitllon-business.com Any Alled Health Gr 


maa P.O. Box 558 1. Line Captain 2. Flight Officer 


зоотко юше He детинин (REF: HR/RE-PH/040ct/001 REF: HR/RE-PH/040ct/002) 
Pasa c Sultanate of Oman ( хоз) [ ) 


EMPLOYMENT 22 Email: noor. ahmd@ yahoo.com pcs 


ATN „=з - (Line Captain) Minimum 5000 hours total flight time in which 1000 
mS hours PIC must be on commercial jets. 
Waaa "SALES REA > 
268 со. Grad wats WANTED TO BUY SCRAP (Flight Officer) Minimum 1500 hours total flight time in which 500 


КЕП Roun CALL BRIAN TEL. # 032-4203216 hours must ba on commercial jets. 
АА Tw. Dy үй. Mand. GI ROOFING P 4/kllos Experience on commercial airline operation is preferable. 
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We offer attractive remuneration and generous fringe benefits to 
THICK STEEL Р 12.80/kilos the successful candidates. Interested partles please send full 
resumé with expected salary to: hr@crairways.com or by post to 


Human Resources Department, 33/F, 118 Connaught Road West, 
All ound meld SIST For USA Medea Fim : Hong Kong. 
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New air link 
connects 
Mindanao 
with Sabah 


DAVAO CITY—South Phoenix Airways will 
start commercial flights between Sabah, 
Malaysia and key cities in Mindanao by Jan- 
vary. 

The move was seen enhancing trade in the 
Brunei. Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia- 
Philippines East Asean Growth Area (BIMP- 
Eaga). 

South Phoenix announced the plan during 
the recently concluded 3rd Autonomous Ве- 
gion in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) Business 
Congress here. 

"The flights scheduled to start next year, will 
service the cities of Sandakan and Kota Kina- 
balu in Sabah; Davao, Zamboanga and Ca- 
gayan de Oro in Mindanao, 

Flights will also service the island 
provinces of Jolo and Tawi-Tawi in the Au- 
tonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao. 

Glen Lamela, South Phoenix Airways com- 
mercial director, said the new air route would 
open additional markets in the sub-region as 
it strategically connects unserved and under- 
utilized BIMP-Eaga focus areas in the Philip- 
pines and Malaysia. 

“The opening of flights serving the BIMP- 
EAGA is a truly noble effort by South 
Phoenix Airways to boost the development 
in Mindanao, by taking on this pioneering 
effort to help boost economy through re 
gional trade linkages and linking world 
class destinations," Lamela said. 

Businessmen in the ARMM welcomed the 
new air link, saying this would promote devel- 
‘opment in the depressed areas in Mindanao, 

Luis Go Jr, president of the Sulu Chamber 
of Commerce, said more Muslim businessmen 
from Mindanao and Sabah would be encour- 
aged to increase trade visits to both areas. 

‘Secretary Jesus Dureza, chair of the Min- 
danao Economie Development Council 
(MEDCo), said the new air link would allow 
Mindanao to tap a wider market for export 
products and services in the sub-region. 

“te will certainly put Mindanao on a favor- 
able economic platform and allow the island- 
region to develop a large base for an en- 
hanced participation in the international 
trading scene,” Dureza said. 

; During the recent Mindanao Business 
Council meeting here, President Macapagal- 
Arroyo pushed for the strengthening of the air 
linkages in line with efforts to revitalize BIMP- 
Baga as a key strategy for developing Min- 
danao and Palawan. Dennis Jay C, Santos, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Keep children out of adult) jails 


MANILA FAME INTERNATIONAL 
RP trade fair generates $82M in sales 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE RECENTLY concluded Manila 
FAME International trade fair brought 
in $82.7 million worth of orders, ac- 
cording to the Department of Trade and 
Industry. 


Data from the DTI showed that the 
last Manila FAME earnings were 25 per- 
cent and 12 percent more than the fig- 
ures registered in April 2004 and Octo- 
ber 2003, respectively. 

Based on the average daily expens- 
es of foreign guests and local ex- 


hibitors, the trade fair also generated 
revenue totaling P52.6 million for lo- 
cal government units and allied indus- 
tries, such as hotel and transport busi- 
messes. 

‘Out of the 2,024 foreign buyers who 
came to the exhibit, 808 or 40 percent 


WORLD'S BET CALL CENTER 
From left, Trade Secretary Cesar Puri: 
Ayala gather during th 


ima, Lilia de Lima, and eTelecare's Ernest Cu, Benedict Hernandez, and Fred 
uguration of eTelecare's Call Center 3 in Eastwood City Cyber Park, Quezon City, The firm 
recently won the honor of being the world's best call center company 


the world, 
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Bangko Sentral raises inflation forecast 


From page BI 


For this year, he said supply shocks 
would contribute about 1.67 percent- 
age points to inflation, This share is 
seen to ease to 1.2 percentage points 
next year and further to 0.74 percent- 
age point in 2006. 

He explained that current develop- 
ments continued to support the 
maintenance of the BSP's key policy 
rates at current levels. 

“Monetary policy takes a 15- to 21- 
month lag. This means that monetary 
action taken at this point will affect 
2006 and will have minimal impact 
оп 2004 and 2005," Guinigundo 
said. 


Support the early passing of the Compreber 


Any action from the BSB he 
stressed, would thus be limited to 
safeguarding the inflation path in 
2006. As such, he said there might be 
no reason to change the monetary 
settings even in 2005. 

“This does not mean, however, that 
monetary policy will not be used to 
deal with inflationary pressures in 
the near term,” BSP Governor Rafael 
Buenaventura said, 

‘The BSP chief said the risk of a sus- 
tained period of rising oil prices 
could lead to economic distortions by 
slowing down domestic demand and 
sustaining inflation pressures rein- 
forced by public expectations of per- 
sistently high inflation. 


“Monetary action will thus become 
necessary when the available evi- 
dence begins to point more strongly 
to inflation pressures that are over 
and above those generated by ongo- 
ing supply shocks, or to emerging de- 
mand-side pressures on prices," Bue- 
naventura said. 

“Authorities also recognize the risk 
of prolonged exchange market pres- 
sure caused by narrowing nominal 
interest rate differential, ample liq- 
uidity among banks, and negative 
market sentiment that could feed in- 
to inflation and inflation expecta- 
tions,” he said. 

The BSP's policy-making Monetary 
Board has kept its key policy interest 


‘were new or first time visitors 

They were from Jamaica, Mexico, 
Hungary, Latvia, Luxembourg, Slove- 
nia, Iran and Oman. 

Based on a survey conducted by 
Citem, product design was the Philip- 
pines’ edge over other countries 

"Manila FAME is still small compared 
to other fairs,” Trade Secretary Cesar V 
Purisima said. “Perhaps we could aim to 
reach at least 15 percent of the Canton 
and Hong Kong fairs, which average 
200,000 visitors.” 

He added the the DTI figures showed 
“that we are on the right track in pro- 
moting our key products and providing 
them the exposure they need in the in- 
ternational market.” 

Organized by DTI's export promotion 
arm, Center for International Trade Ex- 
positions and Missions (Citem), Manila 
FAME is the country's biggest trade fair 
showcasing home furnishings, gifts and 
holiday décor, as well as fashion acces- 
sories, 

Manila FAME is the country's biggest 
and is held twicea year in April and Oc- 
tober. 

The last one was held last week at the 
World Trade Center. 

Export promotion programs such as 
Manila FAME are the government's way 
of helping local firms, especially small 
and medium enterprises, to expand 
their markets and establish relation- 
ships with other local firms as well as 
foreign companies 

Most of the 540 exhibitors in last 
week's trade fare were SMEs. 


rates unchanged at 6.75 percent for 
overnight borrowing or reverse re- 
purchase rate and 9 percent for the 
overnight lending or repurchase rate 
since July last year. 

Its inflation-targeting approach 
recognized the limits of the effective, 
ness of monetary policy by providing 
a clear definition of the acceptable 
circumstances under which an inflas 
tion-targeting central bank may fail 
to achieve its target. 

These circumstances — include 
movements in prices of agricultural 
products, natural calamities, move- 
ments in international oil prices, and 
changes in government administra- 
tive measures. 
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Crude prices ease further on China’s rate hike 


SINGAPORE—The price of crude 
oil fell for a third straight day on 
Friday, brought down from a mid- 
week record high by news of 
higher-than-expected US stocks 
and by China's latest moves to 
cool its economy. 

Those factors plus further re- 
covery efforts in the hurricane-hit 
Gulf of Mexico could bring light, 

. sweet crude down to $50 a bar- 
rel--a price level not seen since 
the end of September 

Crude for December delivery 
on the benchmark New York Mer- 
cantile Exchange was at $50.51 
in after-hours Asian trade by ear- 
ly afternoon Friday, down 41 
cents from its overnight closing. 


Ithad hit an unprecedented in- 
traday mark of $55.67 Monday, 
and closed at a record $55.17 on 
Oct. 22 and matched on Tuesday. 
Heating oil contracts for Novem- 
ber, which expire Friday, were 
trading at $1.4375 per gallon 
(3.8 liters), down a cent and a 
half, 

‘The US Energy Department 
said Wednesday that crude sup- 
plies increased by 4 million bar- 
Tels to 283.4 million barrels last 
‘week—roughly double the in- 
crease Wall Street was expecting. 
Upon the news, crude futures 
dropped 5 percent on Wednes- 
day, and retreated more than a 
dollar Thursday. 
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CHINESE laborers work in Shanghai in this file photo. China’ 
big impact on the economy, a central bank spokesperson said on Friday. 


China interest rates 
bring down Asia stocks 


SINGAPORE—Asian stocks mostly 
fell on Friday as China's interest 
rate rise fed concerns the country 
may become less of а magnet for 
raw materials, while investors pun- 
ished companies that reported dis- 
appointing earnings. 

Japan's Pioneer Corp. plunged 
13 percent after the electronics 
maker shocked with a 16.3 per- 
Gent drop in operating profit and 
A-deep cut to its full-year fore- 
cast. 

"Fears that China's ravenous de- 
Sand for energy and metals 
might slacken sent shares of Aus- 
байа BHP Billiton, the world’s 
biggest miner, down 3.63 per- 
Gent, while shares of CNOOC 
Td., China's top offshore oil and 
gás producer, fell 4.17 percent. 
Investors had extra reason for 
Gurion before a report later on 
Friday on third-quarter US gross 
domestic product. 
}°Мозг economists agree the 
Guarter’s growth was more robust 
than in the previous one, but esti- 
mates vary widely. 
T-An MSCI index of Asia-Pacific 
Shares outside Japan rose 0.05 
ércent but its metals component 

211.69 percent. 

"China's Shanghai composite 
Stock index was down 0.88 per- 
ent, paring an initial fall of al- 
most 3 percent. 


Japan central bank holds 
key policy rates steady 


TOKYO—Japan's central bank 
keptits loose monetary policy un- 
changed Friday amid signs that 
keeping ample cash flowing in 
the financial system is necessary 
to keep the nation's economic re- 
covery going. 

The Bank of Japan policy 
board decided at a one-day meet- 
ing to keep its target for liquidity, 
or the extra cash it keeps for com- 
mercial banks, in a range of 30 
trillion yen ($282 billion; euro 
220 billion) to 35 trillion yen 

29 billion; euro 259 billion) 

“Bur the bank has said that it will 
‘fot change its policy until it is sure 
tpt deflation is under control, 

Z Japan has been plagued by de- 
fátion for several years, a situa- 
tion in which prices continue to 
Стор, dragging down profits, 
wages and economic activity. 
z:The bank has kept interest 
fates at zero since March 2001. 

“The world's second largest 
&conomy after more than a decade 
gfstagnation, has shown signs of a 
Febound on growing exports and 


While economists debated the 
long-term implications of China's 
move, investors decided it could 
have а negative effect on the 
soaring earnings of some compa- 
nies supplying raw materials to 
feed China's voracious appetite. 

For the first time in nearly a 
decade, China's central bank on 
‘Thursday raised the benchmark 
rate on one-year yuan loans to 
5.58 percent from 5.31 percent 
and the rate on one-year deposits 
to 2.25 percent from 1.98 percent. 

‘The move was seen as an at- 
tempt to guide a booming econo- 
my toward slower growth. 

Even companies with strong 
earnings were not immune. Nip- 
роп Steel Corp. fell 2.34 percent 
оп the rate rise despite reporting 
ahalf-year profit that beat its own 
projection and further raising its 
full-year target. 

Benchmark stock indexes fell 
around 0.3 percent in Singapore 
and Hong Kong Indexes in Tai- 
wan, Australia and South Korea 
were slightly higher, up 0.1 to 0.2 
percent, as weaker oil prices off- 
set the Chinese rate rise. 

Meanwhile, shares in Nomura 
Holdings Inc, Japan's biggest 
brokerage, slid 4.27 percent after 
it reported an unexpectedly steep 
93-percent fall in quarterly profit. 

Reuters 


consumer spending оп the mend. 

Earlier in the day, the govern- 
ment reported that Japan's un- 
employment rate fell to 4.6 per- 
cent in September, down from 4.8 
percent in August. 

Also Friday, the labor ministry 
said the ratio of Job offers to job 
seekers, an indicator of demand for 
labor, rose to 0.84 in September 
from 0.83 in August. The number 
indicates that 84 jobs were being 
offered for every 100 workers seek- 
ing employment in September. 

"That was the best showing in 
more than 11 years when the 
number was at 0.84 in March 
1993, according to the ministry. 

Japan's unemployment rate 
had reached a record high 5.5 
percent in recent years, the high- 
est since the government began 
keeping track in the 1950s. 

‘After more than a decade of 
sluggish growth and occasional, 
short-lived rebounds, analysts 
have been saying the Japanese 
economy appears to be headed 
toward asolid recovery, АР 


"While crude prices are still up was the news of some recovery in 
by more than 70 percent from a the hurricane-hobbled Gulf of 
year ago, they would need to sur- Mexico. There were reports that 
pass $90 per barrel to approxi- 100,000 barrels are back on line 
mate the all-time peak, in infla- in the region, said John Kilduff, 
tion-adjusted terms, set in 1980. senior vice president of energy 

On Friday, China raised its in- risk management at Fimat USA. 
terest rates for one-year “If these bearish elements con- 
loans—the first increase in more tinue think that might be it for 
than nine years—as Beijing tries the price run,” Kilduff said. 
to curb rising investment thats Daily production among the 
been keeping economic growth at Gulf of Mexico platforms remains 
over 9 percent ‘a year and has around 20 percent below normal 
pushed inflation to a seven-year since Hurricane Ivan swept 
high. through the region mid-Septem- 

China is the world’s second- ber, the US federal Minerals Ma 
largest crude oil consumer, after agement Service reported on its 
the United States, website, 

Also allaying oil supply worries Late last month, production 


New job 


was down by nearly 30 percent of 
the normal output of 1.7 million 
barrels a day. 

Production outages in the Gulf, 
which has resulted in nearly 26 
million barrels being locked in, 
was the catalyst for the latest 
price surge. 

Supply disruptions and unrest 
in key producers Nigeria, Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq and Venezuela also 
nudged prices upward. 

‘Traders are now on watch fora 
planned general strike on Sunday 
across Nigeria, where unions 
have threatened to disrupt sup- 
plies in the Niger Delta, the fifth- 
largest source of US crude. 

Meanwhile, Singapore" Air- 


lines--the world's second largest 
airline by market capitaliza- 
tion—said Thursday that surging 
fuel prices added 85204 million 
(US$122 million: euro 99 mil- 
lion) to expenditures for the 
April-September 2004 period. 

The airline's chief executive, 
Chew Choon Seng, said a one- 
dollar rise in the price of jet fuel 
adds $14 million to the compa- 
nys expenditure. 

Jet fuel, a blend of kerosene 
and additives, is currently trading 
above $60 per barrel —a level that 
the International Air Transport As- 
sociation warns could add to an 
estimated $3 billion to $4 billion 
losses for airlines this yea. АР 


less claims in US jump 


frst interest rate hike in nearly a decade will not have a 


WASHINGTON—The number of Americans 
fling new claims for unemployment benefits 
rose last week by 20,000, the largest jump ina 
month, the Labor Department reported 
Thursday. 

‘The bigger-than-expected increase pushed 
total new claims to 350,000 last week and 
provided fresh evidence that the labor market 
is still under pressure even though the eco- 
nomic recovery is about to celebrate its third 
anniversary, 

‘The increase of 20,000 was sharply higher 
than the 6,000 gain that many private 
economists had been expecting and was the 
biggest one-week rise since a jump of 21,000 
claims in the week of Sept. 25. 

‘The four-week moving average for claims, 
which is intended to smooth out some of the 
volatility from the week-to-week changes, fell 
slightly to 343,250 last week, down from 
348,750 the previous week. It was the lowest 
level for the four-week moving average since 
mid-September. 

Labor Department analysts said the in- 
crease in the number of new claims is still be- 
ing inflated by hurricane-related layoffs in 


ing in recent weeks. Claims have been unusu- 
ally volatile during this period. 

Private economists noted that claims had 
fallen by 25,000 the previous week and sug- 
gested that averaging the two weeks together 
would supply a more accurate picture of 
where the labor market is at the current time. 

Тап Shepherdson, chief economist at High 
Frequency Economics, said that he believed 
that the average level of claims over the past 
two weeks was consistent with job growth of 
around 160,000 per month, 

"Ifsustained, payroll gains ofthat size, which’ 
would be an improvement on recent months, 
would keep the unemployment rate broadly 
stable,” he said. “There certainly seems lite 
near-term prospects of a significant improve- 
mentin the unemployment picture and it could 
even deteriorate if oil slows consumption." 

‘The health of the economy has been a major 
debating point in the presidential campaign 
with President George W. Bush contending 
that his tax cuts have helped the economy to 
recover from the 2001 recession while chal- 
lenger Sen. John Kerry contends that the tax 
‘cuts went overwhelmingly to the wealthy and 


REUTERS 


Florida although this impact has been declin- 


did little to spur economic growth. AP 
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QUALITY CREW 
FOR 
PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL MEGA YACHTS 


CHIEF OFFICER 
M loast 2nd Mato consa and has aroady соо as 2nd mata; onder diving experience 
2" MATE 
Minimum ol 3d Matas conso: abie to werk wth a smal toam of deckhands undar Iha 
recto ot ino Tat mata; wit good al around navigational and deckwork skills 
CHIEF ENGINEER 


юзи 2nd Engr. censo, Apart irom expuronco wih In spend marine doses must 
favo good all around experiance ol engin room systam plus maintanance of out board 


engines 
ASST. ENGINEER 

‘leas ard onginaaricenso Арап rom оралса wih high speed marino disals must 

favo good all around experenca ala yacts systems plus maintenance of out board 


ET 
T BOSUN 

Must bo өреге n runing a doped lr deck rw 
CHEFS 


Experionco in enuis nar or maga yachts abio to cook and presen European. Westar, 
Alon cuisne liha hes standards Abe o ron a small wel ied aly oceans 


Sandara. 
LAUNDRYMAN/WOMAN 
Exparonce In ali typos ot laundry operation, 
CHIEF STEWARD 


‘Atoam lador wih nave; wih pissing porsonalty and abl to work under pressure. 


STEWARD/ESS 
Candidatos shouldbe wil versa in qualny housekeeping skiis. WIR pleasing personaly 
and abla to work under pressure 
DECKHANDS (AB & OS) 


Allerst2 years soa experiance and uted to working othe highest dtl, 


NURSE 

Licensed and oxporlenced nurs n crisis and emergency procedures 
IMPORTANT The йом apples as basie quallication lor al postions: 

Fiet in conversational Engish 

Preleray wth maga yachueruiso Inar experience 

АП pestis ae for non smokar only 

Most nave carteata c compatoncy (COC) 

Musi ben possession c al nocostry valid documents. 

Nol moro than 35 years od 

‘Wal present and porsonable 

Eicelenl slay and condone lor those whe meat our exacting 


Webslle: ww erewasla ph. 
POEA LICENSE NO.: POEA 22058-01200. 


MANILAWIRE AND CABLE CORPORATION a newly 
established company located at Mandaluyong City is looking for 
candidates to fill in the following positions: 


Accounting Assistants (2) 
С Female, 22 10 28 years old 
Q Wilh at least 3 10 years work experience handling general bookkeeping, 
Preparation of financial statements, costing and government repotorial 
requirements 
‘With clear understanding and knowledge in taxation 
Familiar vith MYOB accounting software 
Diligent, айе to details and wiling to work long hours 


HRD Officer 
a 


Female, 22 to 32 years old 

@ Must have at least (3) years supervisory experience in all phases of Human 
Resources Development, specifically in recruitment, selection and 

placement, compensation and benefits administration and employee 

‘communication and relation services 

Must be a graduate of BS/AB Psychology, Behavioral Science or any 

related course from a reputable school 

Extensive knowledge on Labor Code 

Enterprising individual who сап deliver results 

Equipped with superior presentation and communication skills 

Dynamic, creative, goal oriented 

‘With excellent communication and human relations skills 

With pleasing personality, dynamic disposition and excellent planning 

With good leadership and supervisory abilities, 

Proficient in Microsoft Office application 


ales Executives 
Male/Female, 22 to 30 years old 
Preferable has a college degree in Marketing , Engineering or related course 
With previous sales experience in telecom, electrical and data 
communication products 
Good selling, interpersonal and communication 
Goal driven and a team player 
Fist earner, hardworking and pleasing personality 


ооо ооо у оп DODDOD о 


Interested applicants may send application letter with comprehensive resumé 
and picture at: 
Code # 333 
Clo Philippine Daily Inquirer 
Classified Div., SIF, Bldg. B, SM Megamall 
EDSA, Mandaluyong Ci 


Or send email at 


sales @manilawire com 
Your connection 
to better people, 


~~ 
better jobs. um 


Visit is at www.jobmarketonline.com 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


555 Building, 6782 Ayala Avenue comer V. A. Rufino Street, Makati City 
Tel. No. 841-4926; Fax No. 8414930; Website: ynww.pdic.gov.ph 
E-mail: bacsecrotariat@pdic.gov.ph 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Philippine Deposit insurance Corporation invites interested bidders to apply for eligibility and to 
bid for the health protection coverage of employees using the Cost Plus Scheme of a Health 
Maintenance Program and rice allocation for the period covering January 1 to December 31, 2005, 
Relevant Information and schedule of events are presented below. 


Mr. REMEGIO "REM" RAMIREZ, whose 


picture is shown above, is no longer. 


Relevant Information/Activities 


Health Protection Coverage Rice allocation 


connected with Philippine Vacation Hits, 
Marketing Inc., Vacation Hits Marketing - 


Estimated Numberol Employees |7 asi 


Canada, and IQUEST Travel Bureau, Inc. 
Any transaction entered into by Mr. 
Ramirez in the name of the above- 
mentioned organizations starting October 
1,2004 are considered null and void. For 
inquiries, please contact April Gloria Cioco 
- Makati Office (02) 6700-84-90 or Joyce 


[Approved Budget ofthe Contact 


Premium rale ol P16,000 or hath 
protection coverage ol PE00 000 per 
‘employes or P10,982,000.00 


1,200 per sack 
Actual number ol sacks may 
vary rom monihto month 
depending onthe number ot 
OIC employees eniled or 
ice allowance na given 

monn 


D. Del Rio- Calabarzon Office, (049) 808- 
3998. 


/PDL-0 30,2088 


Mnimum Requirements 


Partnership and corporatons duly organized | Farmers cooperatives! 
under ihe laws ol ihe Phiippinaa whether | corporations dul accredited 
‘100% local or atleast 60% owned by сөп | by the National Food Author 
othe Phippinas (NFA) 


Bidders must have at least ive (S) years 
experience in the business and wih atleast 
{en (10) existing corporate cients 


Republic of the Philippines 
COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 
Manila 

IN THE MATTER OF 
AMENDING RESOLUTION 
NO. 7376 PROMULGATED 
ON 12 OCTOBER 2004, 
"RULES AND 
REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING THE 
CONDUCT OF SPECIAL 
ELECTIONS IN 
BARANGAYS IMELDA AND 
GUSARAN, BOTH OF 
SILVINO LOBOS, 
NORTHERN SAMAR ON 
NOVEMBER 6, 2004 
PURSUANT TO COMELEC 
EN BANG RESOLUTION 
PROMULGATED ОМ 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2004," RE 
FOR THE NATIONAL AND 
LOCAL POSITIONS TO BE 
VOTED UPON. 
x E 


RESOLUTION NO. 7384 


WHEREAS, for the 06 November 2004 Special 
Elections in Barangays Imelda and Gusaran, both of 
Silvino Lobos, Northern Samar, the Commission 
promulgated on 12 October 2004 COMELEC Resolution 
No. 7376 providing among others, that "Special Elections 
shall be for the local elective positions of Mayor, Vice- 
Mayor and Sangguniang Bayan members in Barangays 
Imelda and Gusaran, both of Silvino Lobos, Northern 
Samar on November 06, 2004." 

WHEREAS, there was a total failure of elections in the 
aforesaid two (2) barangays, and it necessarily follows that. 
all positions from President down to Sangguniang Bayan 
Members were not voted upon. 

WHEREAS, there is a necessity to include the national 
elective positions for President, Vice-President, Senators, 
Congressmen and Party List Representative, and 
provincial elective positions Governor, Vice-Governor and 
Sangguniang Panlalawigan members, for those to be 
voted upon. 

NOW THEREFORE, the Commission now 
RESOLVED, as it hereby RESOLVES, to amend 
Resolution No. 7376 to include all elective positions from 
President down to the Sangguniang Bayan members, to 
be voted upon in the aforesaid special elections. 

The Education and Information Department shall cause 
the publication of this Resolution relative to the aforesaid 
special elections in two (2) newspapers, one (1) of general 
circulation in the Philippines and one (1) of local 
circulation. 

Let the Executive Director, assisted by the Deputy 
Executive Director for Operations, the Election and 
Barangay Affairs Department, the Finance Services 
Department, the Education and information Department 
and Administrative Services Department implement this 


Resolution. 
w ae 


SO ORDERED. 
BENAMINS. ABALOS 


e 
е 


O 
RUFINO S. BSAVIER 
Copíssioner 


Р а 


PRESENT 
ABALOS, Benjamin S. 
JAVIER, Rufino S.8. 
ЗАДАМ, Mohol K. 
BORRA, ResurreccionZ, Commissioner 
TUASON, Fiorentino A, Jr. — Commissioner 
GARCILLANO, VIRGILIO O. Commissioner 
BARCELONA, Manuel A. Commissioner 


Promulgated: 29 October 2004 


Chairman. 
Commissioner. 
Commissioner 


L.SADAIN 
Commissioner 


а G Jhen ho 


ON 
Q) тилои" 3 


Avalabêlly ofthe nsiucion to 
Bidders/Terms ol Relerence 


Saring November? 2004 Staring November 2,2004 


Prebid Conference 


November 16,2004, 2:00pm. 
T" Ноо, Board Room, 
2228 Pasong TamoSiret, Makati Ciy 


NotAppicabio 


NOTICE OF HEARING 


Deadline lor ihe Submission of 
Eigbil Requirements, Technical 
andFinancal Proposals aterwtich, | Ayala Avenue comer V. A. Rulino Steet, 
opening sallotew immediately. 


Unii 900a m. November 20,2004 


TEI 
PDIC Extension Olice, ^ Floor, SSS Bldg. 


November 17,2004 
РОС Extension Otlica, 9° 
Floor, SSS Bldg 

Ayala Avenue comer V. А. 


Makati Ciy 


KA ТЕ Uta inda 


ES “The Instruction to Bidders and the Terms of Reference shall be made available to Interested bidders, 


КОССА АСА 
E анаа 
sordera atas a CA bue 


starting November 2,2004 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at he BAC Secretarial, 9" Floor, PDIC Extension Осе, 
555 Building, Ayala Avenue comer V. A. Rufino Street, Makati C alar payment of a non-refundable 
‘amount of Р 300.00. 


The eligibility scraening of bidders, evaluation of bids and awarding of contract shall be governed by 


= Republic Act 9184 and its implementing Rules and Regulations. 


Кен 
дшнен» 
никола 36,200 


PDIC reserves the right to reject any or all bids ог any рап thereof, o walve any informality or minor 
detect, and to accept the of 


r most advantageous to the Government. 


POIC shall in no case be held responsible or liable for any and all costs associated with the bidder's 
participation in the bidding process regardless of its results. 


SEND YOUR RESUMES INSTANTLY 


werr us vmjbnatktnlne am. 


(о-о 30,200) 


NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 
STATE OF CAROLINA 
BUNCOMBE COUNTY 
Inthe Superior Court, Case No. 03-CVS-05597 

PATRICIA SMITH, Plan! 


THE GROVE PARK INN RESORT. INC., 
WORLDWIDE TECHNICAL SERVICES, INO. 
Dolendanis, 


KENNETH M. POWELL, WINA GO POWELL, 
POWELL SERVICES, INC. and JERRY SMITH, 
то: Kenneth M. Powell 

TAKEN NOTICE that a pleading seeking rela! you has been filed in the 
above-erilid action. The natura of the rei being sought is аз follows: The 
‘Grove Park Inn Resort, Inc. has assorted ciaims for conspiracy to delraud, 
‘conversion, and RICO. Those claims rolato to four contracts for renovations 
al the Grove Park Inn, and certain payments made to you by contractors on 
those projects 

You are required to make dolansa to such a pleading not later than forty 
(ко) days from FIRST DATE OF PUBLICATION ТО BE INSERTED HERE, 
‘exclusive of such dato, and upon your falluro to do so the party seeking service 
арай! you wii apply ol the Court lor the ral sought. 

This tho 231d day of Octobar, 2004. 


Michael G. Adams 
NG. Stale Bar No. 16528 
PARKER, POE, ADAMS & BERNSTEIN, LLLP. 
2500 Спапойө Plaza, Charlotte, North Carolina 28244 
Telephone ` (704) 372-0000 
Facsimila (704) 334-4700 

001-04 22204 6 э, 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


Thailand Campus 


Learn the principles of quality Jewelry Design 
from the world's #1 gemological institute 


Jewelry Design Class 


Step-by-Step, develop skills needed to create 
and illustrate designs for a variety of jewelry 
in full color and fine detail 
No artistic training or experience required 


Jewelry Design Class starts January 10, 2005 


GIA Thailand Campus 


Bisco Tower-J2* Fir, 56/12 Sub Rd., Bangrak, Bangkok Thailand 
Tel: (662) 237-9575 1 77 Fax: (662) 236-9829 
giathai@kse.th.com www.giathailand,com 


RESURRECCIONZ. BORRA 
Commissioner 


di GARCILLANO 


Commissioner 


NedhenTNo АФмбон, JR. 


Commissioner 


reee = 
Commissioner 


(POL October 30,2008) 


PNOC 
PNOC SHIPPING & TRANSPORT CORPORATION matesoonsan 
ти элер. HIPON Brad oe Pa 
EA qeu 


NOTICE OF BIDDING 


FOR SALE THROUGH SEALED BIDDING 
ON CASH "AS IS, WHERE IS," BASIS 
PNOC MOTOR TANKER 
(MT) GRACIANO LOPEZ JAENA 
LOA 39.20 M 
LBP 88.00 M 
BREADTH 16.00M 
DEPTH 7.20M 
DRAFT 6.20M 
GROSS TONNAGE 2,897.12 
1984 
ABS 
‘Above vessel now anchored at Mabini, Batangas. 
Bid form can be secured from Management Services Department c/o 
Mr. Raoul Trinidad 7h Floor Room 718 ofthe samo address al Tel. 
Nos. 525-9209 upon payment of a non-refundable fee of P500.0. 
Sealed bids should be dropped in a bid box provided at Room 718 not 
fater than 2:00 P.M. November 16, 2004 upon which bids shall be 
pened In the presence of paricipaiing bidders. 
‘Abiddors doposit fo One Hundred Thousand Pasos (P100,000.00) In 
the form of cash, cashier's or manager's check Is required. Bid 
indicated should be Inclusive of ton (10%) percent Value Added Tax. 
(van) 
PNOC-STO reserves the right to reject пу or all bids or parts thereof, 
To waive any formally or ifmiies found therein, or 0 accept such 
bids as may be advantageous о the company. 
(Sgd.) JOCELYN G. ATOTUBO 
Čhairporson-Disposal 
Commiteo 


(PDI October 30,2004) 


SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 30, 2004 


А 


LAFUNERARIA PAZ, ING. 
CREMATORY SERVICES 
ON CALL 24 HOURS A DAY 
HG soma cone Kota Sn On 
дени. ДӘШЕП: АЗЕЛ» ФИР 
Lu aNG NANE 


104 


years 


Message of Thanky 
We; the family of the late 


Col ARTURO Y. CUSTODIO, PAF (Ret) 


Mayor of Zaragoza, Nueva Ecija 


who-passed away ow 
21 October 2004 


wish to-expresy ow deep appreciation to 
Eois HCHO Massey and 
rayers, participated im necrological 
P о. assisted with funeral 


moment of bereavement, we draw 
strength from your kindness: 
Thank yow very much. 
Helew 
Francis, Lorraine & Bunny 


Toto; Bambi & Engo 
and Minnie 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
East Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City 


jt the SSS website for Bid Invitations 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY & TO BID 
MEDICINES/MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND TELLER'S BOOTH 


‘Tho SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM is imung bidders lo apply lor eit & to bid 
Jor tno own пот: 
7. Bulk Purchase ol Medcinos 8 Madel Supplos lor tna 2nd Somestor CY 2004 
Approved Водри er o Contes (ABC) : РЗ, 315 93479 
‘Source of Funes СҮ 2008 Budgot for родов & Materials = 
Medea 
Contract Duration Fiteon (15) Calendar Days 
Prospociva biddarslsupptors mus be: 
а. regtored wih o Bureau ol Food and Drug 
V. to resort auinanicated carlcaes of thar product rogisiration rom he. 
Bureau à Food and Drug, 
Dharmaceutcal busines or atleast ive (5) years. 
Such, delivery and instalation ol Toor’ Booth and othar accessories for various 


‘Approved Budge lor he Contract 
‘rea ol Fund 

Contact Duration 

Minimum Requromont 


4.990.900.00 
CAPEX - Futura 
Fony-imo (45) 


‘wt Pant Facies 
‘This is a re-publication. 


SCHEDULEOF acnvmes 
Paria 
Tana орону одра 


те 


Never 02, 2001 
November 12. 2004 


TAG засаа Bh Fi, 
ES Nan ona 
ВАС Seta Oh FI 
Ew 


Teaco d beast 
Ld 

Н 
ртр 
Biga Bars оп paymant o a 
rarelunsoe ea 

tam = P5000 

em 2- 100000 

Pat Colores 

Tang Nox 25, 2004, 200pm 
HH Nox 26, 200, 200 pm 
‘Samson & Opening of is eal bo scura and єопите oua Di Bulan 


For any quy please са 
sen. 


Noemter 17, 200 
November 1, 2008 


BAG Sala Fe 
555 ian Bug. 


Noronkor 22. 2004 
от 28. 2004 


‘ang Roan, Gh Рой, 
Er» 


phone numbers 922-2991 or 620-6401 local $490 


Tus king shat be governed by he mplemontng Rules nd Regulations of Repub: 
дано. 8184, clhevis клоп as ha "Government Procurement flor Aci- 
Tho SSS rosorves tho right lo eject any or al bids without olloning any reason o 
май any таму or echrcaty, and 1o awat to any bidder vinoso proposal is oariad 
Jato tha 555. The SSS пайлот assumes any obigalon fr any less 
{thalsoovr tal may bo ncurod by No bidders in the preparelon c ir respociva s, 
for does he SSS guarantee Mal an ward wil bo made 
тне CHAIRMAN 


(P00 30.2008 BIDS & AWARDS COMMITTEE 


MAYNILAD WATER Services, INC. 
GIF MWS! Bldg, MWSS Complex 
Katipunan Road, Balara, Quezon Cy, Philippines 1100 
Те. Nos, 435-3366, 920-5521 loo. 3600, 3615, 3816 
"Fax No, 928-2303 / 433-5629 


INVITATION TO Bi 


‘Tho MAYNILAD WATER S 
soppllrs to paricipata in ће s 
iho following tems: 


/CES, INC. la inviting Iiarostod & qunitod 
bid for the supply and stagpered delivery of 


Quan батат 

1. [243,000 LM or 1,820 rol PETUBING, 25 mm x 150mm 
TAS Тотса Specenions Seclen S1015- Pdyalnfora Ppos (PE 

PAI [VALVE BOK, C Bra vis Covor for Gata Valve 
MWS Technical Spachcatone Sacton 31016 ~ Cast von (C) ring 


Interested Bidders may, beginning Novombar 3 until November 08,2004, obtain 
further formation and securo a completa sot ol echncal specications and Torma 
‘and Condions (Bid Documenta) upon payment ol a non-refundable document leo 
inthe amount ol P1,000.00, payable to MWSI, at ho folowing aadress: 


PURCHASING DEPARTMENT 
Basamani, MWSI Once, Katpunan Road, Balara, Quezon City 
"Ta No, 43533-06; Fax No, 928-23.03/ 433-5829 


‘Submission of Bid Proposal, together with liha sealad bidding requirements, 
1s scheduled on Novombor 18, 2004; 2:00 P.M. 


MWSI rasorvo tho right fo герс! any or all bid without ring any reasons, 
мамо any and all inlormalilos thoroin, and accept tho bid 1 doomed most 
‘advantageous tothe company. 

Very y yours 


(вда) IGNACIO B. GIMENEZ 


POLL 208 31, 2004) یی و‎ ace 


@/ бф Me emoty 


Оп the 12th Death Anniversary of 


JAIME V. DY BUNCIO 


Holy Masses will be offered in his memory today, 
October 30, 2004 at: 
Mary the Queen Church 
Greenhills, Mandaluyong City. 
Sonctuario de San Jose 
Greenhills, Mandaluyong City. 
Christ the King Church. 
Greenmeadows Ave., Q.C. 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church 
Doha Juana Rodriguez 51, New Manila, Q.C. 
Sonctuario de San Antonio 
Forbes Park, Makati City. 
St. John Bosco Church 
Pasay Road, Makati City . 
raneis Church. 
Shaw Blvd, Mandaluyong City.. 


sone 6:00 PM, 


15 AM. 


St. 


His family and relatives would like to request friends and relatives to 
remember him in their prayers, 


€— a 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ..... 


ERITAGE PARK 


FORT BONIFACIO 


(m 


Memorial Park 
Mortuary 
Viewing Chapels 
Crematory 


DANIEL ESTRELLOSO LARGO 


Passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
оп October 28, 2004 at the age of 52. 

His children Dante Anne, Kristine, Daniel Anthony. and Marvin; son-in- 
aw Rieky, relatives and friends request pious readers to pray for the eternal 
repose of his soul. 

His remains will e in state at the Molave Chapel, La Funeraria Paz-Sucat 
(inside Manila Memorial Park) Parnaque City from 28 to 30 October 2004; and 
atthe Cosmopolitan Funeral Homes Davao City from 31 October to 3 November 
2004, 


Interment will be on Wednesday, November 3, 2004 at the Davao Memorial 
Park, Davao City 


AKI 


“For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish but 

have everlasting life.” John 3:16 


^" CLASSIFIEDS 


Ф 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
THE NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY (NFA) nites auhozed лосу ене to apply for 
akit andto bid forthe Supply and deivery he оомо ems lor use at he NFA Cental 
lico as нз: 


tor 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
QUEZON CITY 


TENG 
TUS camera wih SEE 
1 set PABX Telephone узет 
“units Fingorpint 0 Tine Recorder. 


‘APPROVED BUDGET 
80 
5000000 
27500000 


An obituary with a picture can be a 
fitting tribute to your departed loved one. 


Always caring.. INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
© Copy of Death Certificate 
Ө Any identification document (LD.) 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT * MESSAGE OF THANKS 
DEATH ANNIVERSARY * REQUIEMS 
FREE OBIT DESIGN. 


` Republic ol he Phitppines 

Mindanao Polytechnic State College 

© М. Recto Avenue, Lapasan, 9000 Cagayan de Oro Cily 
Tel Nos. (08822) 72-60-65 (088) 856-1738 / 856-1739 


i - 
© 
* TeleFax (068) 856-4696 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
(REBIDDING) 
The Mindanao Poetic Sate College trough the Bids and Awards Commitee 


(ВАС) is inviting al interested information Technology Firms to apply for Fgiblty and 
овас 


1 sel Pagng будет 50000000 


NAME OF PROJECT. 


161 paces tokens plaque Tar yar sence awardees] | 8000000 


LEASE-TO-OWN CONTRACT FOR THE FOLLOWING 
1 uni SERVER. ч 


Tho schedule ol tiding acies as alow 
October 29 1o November 16,2004 Submission of Lettar of intent, ssuance of 

Ust ot дыму Requirements including issuance 
lbid documents 
Prebliing Conlerence, 10h Fr, NFA 
Receipt and Opening of Bids, 10 For, NFA 
(900845 AM) Submission ol Ei requirements and bid proposals 

(1020 AM) Opening ol igi documents and bid proposals 

Eighty rea includes among oes that he value ol the prospective bidders largest 
sing corac wan the as гв (9) years, adjustad to current prices, conpeled win the 
perod and simlar o ha conract bob, must o at least ity percent (0%) of he approved 
budget lor he contact to be bd 

Elgbltyrequremonts may be secured from the Otce ol the ВАС Secretariat, Sh Floor 
Tangsco Buking, Natonal Food Auihorty, 101 E. Rodiquez Sr Avenue, Quezon СЫ upon 
raseiton ol Let ot inont зресйул the equpmenutem to ba bided. Bidang documents 
тау laws be secured коп ВАС Secrlal and ho same shal be issued о prospective 
dors upon payment of ne ойон non-refundable 

P 2.000 00 lor those panting n he bidding lor one, Ivo, three or al ol lots 1104 

P 1,000.00 for hose paricpatng inthe bidding lor iot Sony 

Any ge або can bid lor one or al ol te toms. 

Foc luther inquies, you may cal Violy Vilarama or Deo Dizon at tek no. 7120454 or tel. 
no. 71223241 up lo 49 locals 8520 or 8509. 

NEA RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS, TO WAIVE ANY 
REQUIRED FORMALITY IN THE BIDS RECEIVED, PROVIDED THAT SUCH WAIVER DOES. 
NOT REFER TO A MAJOR DEVIATION IN BID AND TO ACCEPT ONLY SUCH BIDS WHICH 
ARE ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY. 


(Sg) PEDRO S. HERNANDO, JR. 


November 18, 2004 (1070 AM) 
December 2, 2004. 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL OFFICE NO. УШ 
GOVERNMENT CENTER, PAWING, PALO, LEYTE 


Deputy Aámristatorà BAC 
(poi- 05118 3 Nos 5 200) 
Tel os (15:23 2075 223004) 


Fax No. 053323081 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR REGISTRATION/ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
PROCUREMENT OF SECURITY SERVICES 
FOR NFA REGION Vit 


‘Th Hatona Foot Ahay (NFA nutes a trated Privato Sacurly Agoncies fogs, 
{pp o eng BEY anes to or proin ol ecu servicon Ior Calendar You 2005 aL NFA 
оопа Oc No VI Tro sarven conta to be Si shat bo cided ов win one 
Prosnca osi as one (1) Lol. ow 
Lorno, province 
NORTHERN LEYTE 
SOUTHERN LEYTE fo 
Buran. 4 
WESTERN SAMAR, H 
NORTHERN SAMAR п DBT 24 
EASTERN SAMAR a proce 
LUST OF REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR ISSUANCE AT NFA 
REGIONAL OFFICE NO, VII AND SAID REQUIREMENTS REGISTRATION CAN BE 
SUBMITED TO ASAC SECRETARIAT AT THE REGIONAL OFFICE PAWING, PALO, LEYTE 
FOR REVIEW AND ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATE OF ACCREDITATION. 
опу Rated Privato босу Agane win ho NFA WI ba alowed 1o apply fore 
Tali roquroments may e secured om Ma Secretarial Bs ала Aweda Commies or 
KANO Sonics (AC SS al Re NEA Ragana! Ones, Paving. Pao, Loa ar payment ol 
salate ou nto tuno Опо Thousand Pesca Рр! 00000) Ory as wno ave 
[e-qostad end consdeed asya y me RBAG ала wno haa pasira Ps. (60 00 a» ing 
‘eo Sea be anowed 1o parme pata te Pro-Dadng Canlranca and ne Bling Prop. 
Hbtungor arate senadas 
October 25 Nov, 42004 
Novembar B, 2004 (16004) 


No.OESGS pen annum 
r Pagus 209 28 
[EE 

[ri 
vimm dn 


lavane ol Appleton Forms tor Regisvalon 
‘Deactelor submission of applcaton torme 
лпа documento Regan 
October 20t. 12,2004 ol Reston and 
Novaraar 24,2004 (16004) 


онота 1,2004 (13008) 


жу ane docomoniary reguromanis 
Pro-aang Contraco aime NFA-RO.D 
renga Room. Pang P 

Decombar 19,2004(8:90H) Submision and opaning ol Sealed Dos 
Аброва Росо Atomey (SPA uaa Proapectva iaer ener (or sola Onna) ani 
testen komino Bond алтат mg epronctsve or Сорел! o purchase 
ата. o sin lar and bona те oneicopomtan wer dama taal ra DO 
hate arena po buang eotrenceand cut mo opening oe ав tato equred. 
NFA sores tigate any or t bida to wave ny orrautyinlomnalty ofits received 
"d iosecot ony Suen Bs wc are naagapan Natona Food Avinon: 

(od) ANTONIO 4. ADORABLE 

‘ast Rayna] nager 

алабата. ABAC. NEA RV 

ро- оа 23430 зом) 


60 unis PERSONAL COMPUTER 
3 unis SWITCH 
3-LoISTRUCTURED CABUNG 

PP 5,000000. 

"Sludents Ubray Compulerzalon Colecon 


"APPROVED BUDGET 
FUNDING SOURCE 


SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 

PreBidConrene — - November 15, 2004-200 pa. inthe Conference Room 

Deagina lor submission = December 1, 2004 200 pm. 

al documents lor 

Eighty Check 

Opening ol Bids ~ December 1,2004 -2:00 p.m. in tho Conlerence Room 

Арала relativo tothe egy process, ing evaluation ol bids, post-quališcation 
and award ol conta’ shal be governed by е aplcibo pronsions ol LA. 9104, летие Н 
Known as he Goremmeni Procurement Relorm Act andis implementing ries and requatons. 

Bing Documents can be secured lom ha fic o! Mr. Jose R. Baring, Head o! BAC 
Secrlanal wih Tal. No. 858-1739 local 136 or lo the BAC Chairman, Mr. Cesar C. Esquinas 
‘vith Tol. Но. 856-1739 lacal 106, upon payment cl non alundal fea ol ONE THOUSAND 
(PNP 100000) PESOS, staring November 15, 2004 om 8:00 AM. lo 4:00 PM. 

MPSC reserves ha ight to reject any or all tids wihout сейл any reasons, waive any 
formality or loi and lo maka an award lo e proposal most advantageous to ihe MPSC 
‘The MPSC nether assumes any obligation lor whatsoever lossas hat the bero may incur in 
бе preparation ol her bids nor guarantees atan sward wil be made. 


(God) CESAR C. ESQUINAS 
‘BAC Charman 


о-о знан 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


Please be informed that the following are the newly elected members 
of the Board of Directors of ANGLE MANAGEMENT SERVICES, INC. 
located at 2nd Fir. Cancio Bldg, 1047 Metropolitan Ave., Makati City 


ERMILITA M. PARTOSA — Chairman of the Board 

BRIGITTE B. LEAL Chief Executive Officer 
GINALYNS.FAJARDO  — President/Director 
FELIXM.PARTOSAJR. - Treasurer/Director 

RONALDO M. PARTOSA - Corporate Secretary/Director 
AMADAP.TORREJOS - Asst. Corporate Secretary/Director 


This publication is in compliance with POEA rules and regulations, 
үро- он. 38.2000) 


Tan is NFA's 
new administrator 


GREGORIO Y. Tan, Jr. formerly 
Deputy Administrator for Opera- 
tions of the National Food 
Authority (NFA) has been ap- 
pointed as the agency's new 
‘Administrator, He was sworn into 
office by President Gloria 
Macapagal Arroyo during a mass 
oathtaking held Oct. 21 at the 
Malacaang Ceremonial Най. 
Tan isthe first appointee as NFA 
administrator from within the 
agency. He joined NFA in 1987 as 
Assistant Administrator for Mar- 
keting Development, a position he 
held until 1995 when he eventu- 
ally was promoted as Deputy 
Administrator for Operations, 
When former NFA Administra- 
tor Arthur С. Yap was appointed as 
Secretary of Agriculture in August 


2004, Tan was designated as of- 
ficer-in-charge of the foo 

Before joining NFA, 
employed at the Philippine Na- 
tional Bank (PNB) where he rose 
from the ranks from management. 
trainee to senior assistant manager 
for the marketing department 
from 1980 to 1986. 

Tan obtained his Masters in 
Business Management from the 
Asian Institute of Management 
(АМ). 

He studied atthe Ateneo de Ma- 
nila from preparatory to 5^ year. 

"The new NFA chief, along with 
18 other presidential appointees, 
Join the Arroyo administration's 
force to carry out the governments 

lan particularly in food security, 
livelihood and employment. 


Living with an incura 


By Charles E. Buban 


(Yesterday, Oct. 29, was World Psoriasis 
Day. The international Federation of Pso- 
Tiasis Associations says the day should 
Serve asa global wake-up call to the condi- 
tion of psoriasis and the launch of a new 
patient proclamation calling for urgent 
action to significantly enhance the quality 
of life of people with psoriasis.) 


HURSDAY, Oct. 21, was а 

memorable day for Clara 

(real name withheld up- 
on request). For the first time in 
more than 20 years, Clara, who 
is now in her late 30s, wore a 
bathing suit, no longer worried 
about what other people might 
notice on her legs and other 
parts of her body. 

Clara usually avoids occasions, like 
swimming parties, where she would need 
to dress in clothes that reveal some flesh. 

“My friends and relatives thought 1 
‘was afraid to swim or was uncomfortable 
in the water, The truth was I didn't want 
them to discover my ‘little’ secret,” she 
says. 

Clara's “little secret” is psoriasis, a life- 
long skin disease often mistaken for lep- 
тозу, causing unsightly, inflamed lesions 
that most often appear on the elbows, 
knees, scalp, shins, back and nails. 

Clara's on-and-off bout with psoriasis 
starred when she was 10. k 

“Dandruff-ike flakes started appearing 
on my scalp. It was more severe than dan- 
druff and was a cause of severe embar- 


rassment when Iwas a child,” she recalls. 
Only those very close to Clara—her hus- 

band, her three children, her parents and a 

few others—are aware of her skin ailment, 


125M worldwide P 

Clara is just one of the 125 million 
people worldwide afflicted with this in- 
curable, but noncontagious immune sys- 
tem disorder. 

Dr. Vermén Verallo-Rowell, chair of 
the Task Force on Psoriasis and president 
of the Skin Sciences Research Center of 
the Philippines says psoriasis can flare up 
atany age. 

“although [the disease] has no cure, 
people with psoriasis can vastly improve 
their [condition] and the quality of their 
lives given wide and equal access to 
modern treatments and increased 
awareness and professional support,” 
Rowell says. 

Psoriasis does not kill, but it is respon- 
sible for a great deal of physical and psy- 
chological suffering among those who 
have it, says Rowell. 

‘Many people with psoriasis experi- 
ence feelings of depression at some 
point, says the doctor. 

She adds: “Simply coping with the 
symptoms themselves can be a financial- 
ly straining, time-consuming and frus- 
trating business.” 

Clara realizes that not a lot of people 
would understand her condition. 

"Psoriasis is a skin disease about 
which the public knows next to noth- 
ing... Imagine how people would have 
reacted that Thursday when I entered 
the pool had they known of my condi- 
tion," she says. 
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Cause of flareups 

Exactly what causes psoriasis flareups 
is not yet fully understood, but there is a 
lot of ongoing research into this, says 
Rowell. 

It has only been in recent years when 
psoriasis was identified as an immune- 
mediated, genetic disease. 

“although it is believed that psoriasis 
has a genetic component, most re- 
searchers agree that the immune system 
is somehow mistakenly triggered, which 
speeds up the growth cycle of skin cells,” 
says Rowell. 

She explains that a normal skin cell 
matures and is shed in 28 to 30 days. 

By contrast, a psoriatic skin cell takes 
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only three to four days to mature and 
moveto the surface. And instead of shed- 
ding, the cells pile up and form lesions. 


Range of treatments 

Although there is still no cure for pso- 
tiasis, research have resulted in a broad 
range of treatments to reduce psoriasis 
symptoms, clear up the skinand send the 
disease into remission. 

In the United States, Food and Drug 
Administration-approved _ treatments 
range from skin creams to lasers that aim 
ultraviolet rays at the skin to the newest 
treatments called biologicals— injectable 
drugs made from living cells. 

Rowell says a dermatologist can guide. 
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the patient in the selection of the right 
treatment. The traditional approach is to 
start with the least potent treatments 
(topicals and phototherapy) and move 
оп to stronger ones (such as methotrex- 
ate or biologics) until a satisfactory com- 
bination of results and risks is found. 

“The goal is to find a treatment that 
has the best results and the fewest side 
effects,” Rowell says. 

In Clara's case, the biologics seem to 
be working. 

“Tm taking an injection [efalizumab] 
once а week and so far, it has been the 
most effective for me,” she notes. 

Each injection costs around P16,000. 


Stress, diet 

Rowell also advises her patients to 
practice positive thinking... 

“Besides infections, stress of any kind 
should be managed,” the doctor says. 

Diet must also be addressed. 

Rowell says many psoriatic patients 
avoid fish (which have Omega-3 fatty 
acids) or have low-fat diets (which may 
increase the Omega-6 fatty acids found 
mostly in vegetables and grains). 

“Of course, the best dietary advice for 
people with psoriasis is the same as for 
anyone else: eat a sensible diet. While 
you're at it, get regular exercise,” Rowell 
suggests. 

For Clara, living with psoriasis is no 
different from walking a tightrope: "Miss 
азер and you will have flareups.” 

“But,” she says, “one shouldn't feel 
that this is a life sentence or some- 
thing. I still consider myself lucky that 
my ‘secret’ is not infectious or life- 
threatening.” 


Green, black tea could hold back Alzheimer’s, scientists say 


LONDON—A steaming cup of tea could 
help ward off the effects of Alzheimer’s 
disease, scientists said on Tuesday. 

Laboratory tests found that regular 
cups of green and black tea inhibit the 
activity of certain enzymes in the brain 
which bring on Alzheimer’s, a form of 
generative dementia that affects an esti- 
mated 10 million people worldwide. 

The research by the Medicinal Plant 
Research Centre at Newcastle University, 
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northeast England, is published in the 
academic journal Phytotherapy Research. 

Scientists tested coffee as well as 
green and black tea. Black tea is derived 
from the same plant as the green variety 
but has a different taste and appearance 
asit is fermented, 

The results found that while coffee 
had no significant effect, both green 
and black tea inhibited the activity of 
enzymes associated with the develop- 


oo — E E gga 


ور یوم 
runm sf‏ © 


ment of Alzheimer's. 

According to the journal, tea inhibited 
the activity of the enzyme acetyl- 
cholinesterase (AChE), which breaks 
‘down the chemical messenger, or neuro- 
transmitter, acetylcholine. Alzheimer's is 
characterized by a drop in acetylcholine. 

Green tea and black tea also hinder 
the activity of the enzyme butyryl- 
cholinesterase (BuChE), seen in pro- 
tein deposits found in the brains of pa- 


tients with Alzheimer's 


Green tea better 

However, green tea alone had а fur- 
ther effect, obstructing the activity of be- 
ta-secretase, which has a role in produc- 
ing protein deposits in the brain associat- 
ed with Alzheimer's. 

The effects of green tea also last for a 
week, scientists found, as against only a 
day for black tea. 


“Although there is no cure for 
Alzheimer’s, tea could potentially be an- 
other weapon in the armory which is 
used to treat this disease and slow down 
its development,” said head researcher 
Dr. Ed Okello. 

“Our findings are particularly exciting 
astea is already a very popular drink, itis 
inexpensive, and there seem to be no ad- 
verse side effects when it is consumed,” 
hesaid. AFP 


Drink coffee for life? 


is on for Inquirer's Guyito! 


IN A PRESS release from Johns 


Hopkins regarding their paperon DISCOVER 


caffeine withdrawal, Dr. Roland 
Griffiths mentioned that people 
could wean themselves from caf- 

feine without suffering any ill ef- 

fects. This could be done, he said, 

by slowly reducing the amount of 
caffeine ingested over time and 
eventually substituting them with jr 
noncaffeinated products, а. 


As caffeine withdrawal is con- Santos Ballon 


sidered unproductive and un- 

healthy because it causes short tempers, 
headaches and nausea, it seems that avoiding 
caffeine altogether is the simplest solution. 
‘Yet in the August issue of the Journal of Pain, 
researchers from the University of Georgia 
showed that study participants who took a 
caffeine pill prior to exercising on a stationary 
cycle reported feeling less pain than those 
who took the placebo pill after 30 minutes. 

‘Two weeks ago, researchers from the De- 
partment of Experimental Psychology at the 
University of Bristol in England began yet an- 
other study on how caffeine affects a person's 
overall well-being. Unlike many other stud- 
ies, the Bristol study will involve a large popu- 
lation sample, Over the next few weeks, ap- 
proximately 12,000 to 16,000 Britons will be 
sent questionnaires asking them how much 
coffee, tea or soda they drink and what ef- 
fects, if any, drinking caffeinated and noncaf- 
feinated beverages has on theirhealth. 

Based on the 70 studies Griffiths and Laura 
Juliano cited in their review paper, the Bristol 
study should at least show that when regular- 
ly ingested, caffeine is addictive. 


Too much Coke? 

The effects of caffeine on one's health, 
however, vary from person to person and 
from study to study, 

Take the case study presented by David 
Mudge and David Johnson of the Princess 
Alexandra Hospital in Australia. In the Sept. 
25 issue of The Lancet, Mudge and Johnson 
talk about an Australian farmer who hunted 
kangaroos, which are considered pests in that 
area, 

‘Apparently the man drank four liters of 
Coke a day, and when hunting kangaroos, his 
daily intake nearly tripled to 10 liters. On one 
such hunt in 2002, he felt severe muscle 
weakness and was on a respirator before the 
night was over. 

Jt turned out that his Coke habit was mak- 
ing him dehydrated. The caffeine in soda 
teamed up with the large amounts of sugar 
and very small amounts of potassium, causing 


a potassium imbalance known as 
hypokalemia, 

Once he knew what caused his 
illness, the farmer began avoiding 
all soft drink and was last reported 
to bein good health. 


Safe levels 

So several liters of caffeinated 
beverages a day isbad for the body. 
But how much is safe? 

in the Jan. 6 issue of the Annals 
of Internal Medicine, researchers 
from the Harvard School of Public Health and 
Brigham and Women's Hospital found that 
people who regularly drank coffee were less 
likely to become type 2 diabetics. 

їп fact, they found that men who drank 
over six cups of caffeinated coffee а day 
halved their risk for type 2 diabetes in com- 
parison with men who didn't drink coffee. 
Women who drank caffeinated beverages 
lowered their risk of type 2 diabetes by 30 
percent compared with those who went for 
noncaffeinated beverage: 

Decaffeinated coffee drinkers were also at 
lower risk compared with noncoffee drinkers, 
although the numbers weren't as significant 
as in those who went for the caffeine. 


Coffee for infants 

‘The studies mentioned here suggest that 
whether or not one's health is improved by 
the addition of caffeine to the human body 
depends on the situation, For example, to one 
who was told that drinking coffee during 
childhood would stunt one's growth, it came 
asa surprise to learn that caffeine was being 
used in neonatal care units to treat infants 
who suffer from apnea, a condition that caus- 
es them to stop breathing for at least seven 
seconds before taking another breath. 

In the June issue of the Journal of Applied 
Physiology, a team of researchers from the 
University Hospital Center Nord in France re- 
ported that caffeine could help babies keep 
breathing in their sleep by affecting the сеп- 
tral nervous system, increasing the number of 
breaths and reducing the amount of oxygen 
ventilation. The exact biochemical mecha- 
nisms involved are not yet explained. 

Will the babies grow up as prime candi- 
dates for caffeine withdrawal disorder after 
being exposed to caffeine so early їп life? Will 
they be able to block pain longer as adults? 
Science has no definitive answers yet. 

For now, just remember that its OK to have 
that cup of coffee, as long as you don't empty 
the coffeepot all by yourself. 

E-mail the author at massie@massie.com, 
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EYE DONATION 


Your dearly departed's gift to the living 


By Dianne M. Villafuerte 


HAT could be a 

better legacy af- 

ter one's death 
than giving another per- 
son—a child or an 
adult—the wonderful op- 
portunity to set eyes on 
this world? 

Almost anyone can donate his 
eyes after death. Contrary to pop- 
ular misconception, an impaired 
vision caused by nearsightedness, 
farsightedness or astigmatism 
poses no problem for eye dona- 
tion, says Dr, Dominga Padilla, 
president of the Eye Bank Foun- 
dation of the Philippines. 

‘The only contraindication to 
eye donation, she says, is if the 
dead donor has an infectious dis- 
ease. 

The manner of one's death— 
whether accidental or caused by 
a noncontagious disease like 
stroke, heart attack or can- 
cer—poses no problem for eye 
donation, 


Heroic act 

Padilla says that while many 
Filipinos still have strong resis- 
tance when it comes to organ and 
tissue donation, convincing peo- 
ple to donate their departed 
loved ones corneas has become 
easier. 

“People are now more open to 
the idea of donating [to the, Eye 
Bank]. We tell them that it can 
give sight to another person and 
that their deceased relative is ac- 
tually leaving a legacy through 
his or her corneas,” says Padilla. 

“Its actually consoling to the 
family,” adds Padilla, referring to 
the fulfillment that eye donation 


can give to a recently deceased's 
grieving relatives, 

The doctor says eye donation 
can even be seen as “an act of 
heroism.” 


No disfigurement 

‘The cornea and eye tissue are 
harvested within the first 12 
hours of the donor's cardio-respi- 
ratory death, or after the person's 
heart and lungs have stopped 
working. The harvesting is done 
by a doctor or an Eye Bank tech- 
nician in the morgue, before the 
body is embalmed. 

Padilla gives an assurance that, 
contrary to popular belief, eye do- 
nation will cause no disfigure- 
ment on the deceased's features. 
The cornea is replaced with eye 
caps so the integrity of the eyeball 
is secured. 

“Do you know that as many as 
10 people can benefit if both eye- 
balls are donated?" Padilla asks 
this writer. 

Padilla says the eyeball or the 
sclera, the white part of the eye, 
can be sectioned into quarters. So 
if a pair of eyeballs can produce 
eight parts of eye tissue plus two 
corneas, much good can be done 
to 10 people indeed. 


Corneal blindness 

The main beneficiaries of an 
eye donation are people who suf- 
fer from some sort of comeal 
blindness, According to the foun- 
dation there are around 300,000 
to 400,000 Filipinos who have 
comeal blindness. 

One of the top causes of 
corneal blindness is infectious 
and inflammatory eye conditions 
that affect the transparency of the 
cornea. Corneal diseases and dis- 
orders are brought about by bac- 
terial, fungal or viral infections, 
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Padilla and Victor Lopez perform corneal 


transplant surgery on a patient, 


hereditary diseases, eye injury 
such as penetration or scratching, 
and corneal exposure (when the 
cornea is deprived of the protec- 
tion and rehydration of a blink, it 
will dry out, leading to clouding 
and severe loss of vision). 

‘Among children, corneal scar- 
ring is brought about by malnu- 
trition, particularly vitamin A de- 
ficiency. 

While there are irreversible 
cases of corneal blindness, there 
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are also those that can be reme- 
died by surgery. 

According to Padilla, 300 peo- 
ple are in need of corneas at any 
given time. The-usual waiting 
time by a patient for a donated 
cornea is four to six months. The 
foundation wants to reduce this 
to two months. 


St. Lucy 
‘The Eye Bank Foundation was 
established 10 years ago for those 


їп need of eye and comeal trans- 
plants in the country. A year after, 
the foundation set up the Santa 
Lucia International Eye Bank of 
Manila at the second floor of the 
Makati Medical Center. 

The state-of-the-art facility is 
aptly named after St. Lucy, the 
patron saint of vision. 

That same year, the foundation 
was able to successfully push for 
the passage of Republic Act 7885, 
which aimed to improve the 
country's organ donation law by 
making best use of cornea and 
eye tissue retrieval and promot- 
ing corneal transplant in the 
Philippines. The law allows the 
Eye Bank to harvest corneas and 
eye tissue from deceased people 
in the possession of medico-legal 
officers of the police and the Na- 
tional Büreau of Investigation. 

While donors used to come 
from Metro Manila alone, the 
foundation is now tapping 
provincial hospitals such as those 
in Batangas and Pangasinan to be 
sources of prospective donors. 


Celebrity donors 


Padilla acknowledges that it 
helps when there is media cover- 
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age of the Eye Bank. Early this 
year, the attention of many peo- 
plewas turned to the Eye Bank af- 
ter Ali Sotto, mother of the late. 
actor Miko Sotto, decided to do- 
nate her son's corneas to the 
foundation. 

As a result, Padilla says, volun 
tary eye donation increased 
threefold. 

Just recently, the Eye Bank was 
again thrust into the limelight 
when the corneas of police Supt. 
Manolo Martinez, who was slain 
in an ambush in Manila, were be- 
queathed to the institution. 

‘The foundation needs to churn 
ош P650,000 each month for its 
operations. But what is more im- 
portant for the Eye Bank's physi- 
cians and staff is that they are 
able to make a difference in the 
lives of other people. 

This month the Philippine 
Charity Sweepstakes Office decid- 
ed to give the Eye Bank a monthly 
endowment of P100,000. 

(The Eye Bank gives an organ 
donor card to a living person wha 
wishes to donate his eyes after his, 
death. For details, call the founda- 
tion at 893-5995 or e-mail eye- 
bank@info.comph.) ~ 


Zamboanga and Bohol gold 


IS there gold in Zamboanga? The Philip- 
pine Council for Industry and Energy Re- 
search and Development (PCIERD) is bet- 
ting on it. In fact, local and foreign firms 
are reportedly exploring the area. Their 
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target: gold-porphyry and copper deposits. 

But PCIERD says knowledge about the 
region's basic geology is very scant due to 
limited, inconsistent and outdated infor- 
mation, much of which is more than 50 
years old. В 

PCIERD, the National Institute of Geo- 
logical Sciences, the Mines and Geo- 
sciences Bureau in Region 10, and Philex 
Mining Corp. spearheaded last year a P1.3- 
million project to confront these problems. 
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billion) and coal (P1.22 billion).” 


Health technology assessment: it’s worth it 


WE'RE in an age of advanced technol- 
ogy that is, no doubt, a boon to the 
practice of medicine. Thanks to mod- 


Strategic location 

PCIERD found that Bohol has gold and 
copper, too. Because of Bohol's strategic lo- 
cation in the Visayan basin, where tectonic 
plates move against each other, certain 


in influencing quality assurance and 
cost containment. 


PhilHealth unit 


Asian Regional Health Technology 
Assessment Conference at the Centu- 
ry Park Hotel in Manila. The forum 


em technology, every nook and junc- 
Чоп of the body can now be evaluated 
by diagnostic exams. Some proce- 
dures, such as magnetic resonance 


In 1999, the Philippine Health In- 
surance Corp. (PhilHealth) estab- 
lished an HTA unit, which aimed to 


aims to bring international experi- 
ence to address Asian issues in assess- 
ing upcoming and currently used 
health technologies. 


‘Their efforts have borne fruit, as Rodel 
Offemaria of the Science and Technology 
Media Service reports: “Mineral deposits 


characteristic sediments are found there. 
According to Offemaria, “Bohol became 


the subject of a geologic study because of 


found so far in the Zamboanga Peninsula 
include gold and base metal associated 
with hydro-thermal activity in a young vol- 
canic rock sequence exposed in Sibutad, 
Zamboanga del Norte. 

“in the Malusok area..., there is ‘older 
gold mineralization associated with meta- 
morphic rock’ while base-metal deposit ‘as- 


‘its lithological [rocks present] and struc- 
tural heterogeneity along with the neigh- 
boring islands of Masbate, Samar, Leyte, 
Cebu, Negros and Panay. 

“The boundaries between tectonic 
blocks in the Philippine islands’ arc system 
are critical in understanding the individual 
islands and how these contribute to the ge- 


imaging (MRD, graphically point to 
any pathology as if the body had been 
cut open in minute sections. 

^ While we rejoice at the availability 
of these modern procedures, some 
consider it lamentable 
when these are re- 
quested improperly. 


deliver high-quality patient experi- 
ence by ensuring satisfying care by 
health providers. It requires accredit- 
ed hospitals to utilize only effective 
and appropriate medical and surgical 
interventions. 

The National 
Health Insurance 


A preconference workshop has 
been designed to develop skills on 
evidence-based drug selection, 
promote adherence to treatment 
guidelines and monitor drug use 
and adverse drug events. A post- 
conference workshop on cost-effec- 
tiveness analysis of drugs and for- 


MEDICAL FILES 


In.medicine, even ex- 

cellent drugs and laboratory proce- 
dures are meaningless and become a 
big waste of money if used on the 
wrong patient or for the wrong indica- 
tion. Hence, the emergence of health 
technology assessment, or HTA. 

НТА is the process of systematically 
réviewing existing clinical data and 
providing an evaluation of the effec- 
tiveness, cost-effectiveness and im- 
pact of medical technology and its 
use on the patient and on the health 
care system. 

Health care technology includes 
drugs, devices, medical and surgical 
procedures and the organizational 
and managerial systems within which 
such care is provided. 

HTA data can come in handy when 
assessing expensive procedures and 
therapies and health technologies 
with questionable efficacy or signifi- 
cant side effects. HTA is a useful tool 


Act (Republic Act 
7875) also requires accredited 
providers to participate in HTA. 

PhilHealth carries out HTA in as- 
sessing which drugs and devices it 
should reimburse, in appraising, 
adopting and disseminating clinical 
practice guidelines developed by lo- 
cal medical societies for review of re- 
imbursement claims and monitoring 
the performance of accredited health 
care providers, and in evaluating the 
effectiveness and safety of medical 
and surgical procedures. 

The PhilHealth HTA unit has also 
been tasked to help develop national 
price ceilings, quality assurance pro- 
grams, community-based interven- 
tions and outpatient benefit pack- 
ages. 


Assessing technologies 
From Nov. 25 to 27, PhilHealth and 
other agencies will spearhead the 3rd 


mal assessment of devices will also 
beheld. 

Plenary sessions will feature local 
and international speakers on craft- 
ing of policies on the effectiveness 
and utilization of drugs, drug assess- 
ment methods that have been inte- 
grated into policies,- policy frame- 
work for managing health devices, 
and methods for formal assessment 
of health devices. 

Other agencies involved in the con- 
ference are the Health Policy Devel- 
opment and Planning Bureau of the 
Department of Health, the Philippine 
Council for Health Research and De- 
velopment, and the Foundation for 
the Advancement of Clinical Epi- 
demiology Inc. 

For inquiries on the conference, 
contact Dr Kenneth Hartigan-Go 
(hartigan@zuelligfoundation.org) or 
Clementine Almario (htaforum@ 
philhealth.gov.ph). 


sociated with a sequence of sedimentary 
and volcanic rocks deposited in shallow 
marine environment is found in Zamboan- 
ga City’s Ayala district. Industrial minerals 
such as clay, bentonite and zeolite also 
abound in the peninsula. 

“The project could add Zamboanga to 
the list of known mining districts in the 
country such as Baguio, Zambales, Bicol, 
Masbate and Eastern Mindanao. 


Major minerals 

“The major minerals in the Philippines 
are iron, manganese, phosphorous, coal, 
‘copper and gold. Mineral reserves are val- 
ued at a huge $964.65 billion, dominated 
by nonmetallic ($798.69 billion). 

“The country produced P13.76 billion 
worth of gold in 2000 followed by copper 
concentrate (P2.37 billion), nickel (P1.14 
billion), and silver (P158.11 million), 

“The leading nonmetallic minerals out- 
put include sand and gravel (P5.63 bil- 
lion), salt (P3.89 billion), limestone (P1.32. 


ologic makeup of the archipelago. The d 
tribution of ophiolite [rock] complexes and 
capping sedimentary units in central 
Philippines can be traced to a history of 
progressive series of rock formations relat- 
ed to subduction events.” 


Bataan, Romblon studies 

Similar studies are being done in Bagac, 
Bataan. 

“Geological studies in the area showed 
good prospects for gold and silver mineral- 
ization. Its preserved paleosurface [old sur- 
face] mainly provides a guide in the quest 
for buried mineral deposits.” 

Still another study is being conducted in 
the collision zone in Romblon, Tablas and 
Sibuyan that not only attempts to, deter- 
mine the causes of collision, but also to in- 
ventory possible mineral deposits. 

It seems that this time we may have liter- 
ally struck gold. 

E-mail the author at blessbook@ya- 
hoo.com. 


MSD launches asthma medicine for infants 


A NEW, convenient oral granules formu- 
lation of the popular asthma medication 
montelukast may help relieve the daily 
stress parents face in treating infants and 
young children with asthma. This was 
announced by Merck Sharp & Dohme 
(MSD) during a scientific symposium 
wich doctors held recently at the 
[Ча Edsa Plaza Hotel, Mandaluy- 
ong City. 
Montelukast Oral Granules is indicat- 
ed for pediatric patients 6 months of age 
and older for the prophylaxis and chron- 
ic treatment of asthma, including the 
prevention of day- and nighttime symp- 
toms, the treatment of aspirin-sensitive 


Ask THE DENTIST 
Paul R. De Castro, DMD 


asthmatic patients and the prevention of 
exercise-induced bronchoconstriction. 


Unique formulation 

The new formulation represents the 
first nonsteroidal, once-daily oral asth- 
ma controller available for children as 
young as 6 months. 

Montelukast Oral Granules can be giv- 
en alone or mixed with a spoonful of cold 
ог room temperature soft food (e.g. ap- 
plesauce). The unique formulation has 
no distinct taste and comes in ©опуе- 
nient, single-use packets. 

“Until now, the choice I had for treat- 
ing asthma in very young children was 


an inhaled corticosteroid administered 
either through a spacer device or a nebu- 
lizer machine, which can be quite a chal- 
lenge for parents to administer to their 
children several times a day,” said Dr. Ar- 
nel Q. Jiao, treasurer of the Philippine 
Academy of Pediatric Pulmonologists 
Ine, and head, Section of Pulmonology, 
Philippine Children's Medical Center. 
“Now that montelukast is available in an 
oral granules formulation, 1 have an 
easy-to-use option that can be spoon fed 
to children once-a-day.” 

“This is a clear benefit for both chil- 
dren and their parents,” he said. 

“Asthma is a chronic illness that must 


be treated on a consistent basis,” said Dr. 
Madeleine W. Sumpaico, president of the 
Philippine Society of Asthma, Allergolo- 
gy and Immunology (PSAAD, and head 
of Allergology Section, UPPhilippine 
General Hospital. 

Said Dr. Sumpaico: “My priority in 
treating a child with asthma is to prevent 
the occurrence of asthma attacks. With 
the launch of the oncea-day mon- 
telukast Oral Granules, doctors now 
have a new treatment option which isan 
easy-to-administer option for many asth- 
ma patients. This new formulation cer- 
tainly broadens the choices for treating 
young children with asthma.” 


First dental visit 


WHEN should a child first see a den- 
tist?—Hazel L. 


A child can visit the dentist as soon as 
he starts brushing his teeth, and prefer- 
ably when he allows another person to 
brush his teeth for him. 

The child's first visit should be fun and 
easy so | suggest that the child first ac- 
company the parent for the parent's pro- 
phylaxis or cleaning before his own a 
pointment. This way, the child is already 
accustomed to the dental clinic when itis 
his turn to see the dentist, 

Email questions at dentalqs@yahoo.com, 
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Text and photos by Charles E. Buban 


T SEEMS almost a given these 
days that once a homeowner 
leaves the house, that person is 
always out of the loop and any 
event that took place at home could 
only be discovered upon his return. 

What if something untowaid happened 
while the homeowner is away? 

“Nowhere should homeowners feel safer 
and more secure than within their 
homes—even when they're not actually 
there,” said Katsumi Takahashi of Matsushit 
Electric Industrial Co. in the recently conclud- 
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ed Combined Exhibition of Advanced Tech- Ё 


nologies (Ceatec) Japan 2004 held at 
Makuhari Messe in Chiba, just outside Tokyo. 

He believes cellular telephones can allevi- 
ate a portion of that disconnect, but the con- 
vergence of security systems and the Internet 
must happen first to put homeowners back in 
charge of their homes. 


Not yet affordable 

A 24-hour monitoring service is stan- 
dard for nearly all of today's modern secu- 
rity systems, 

But Takahashi admitted that although 
there are technologies available in the market 
today, they are not yet within the reach of or- 
dinary homeowners. 

He said the goal of manufacturers these 
days is to simplify the system, bring down the 
cost and make it attractive to the market. 

“In this years Ceatec event, we want to 
show the public that we are very close to 
achieving that goal," announced Takahashi. 

With the arrival of networking and broad- 
band in the home, one thing has become erys- 
tal clear at the recent Ceatec event: The fu- 
ture digital home will have even better con- 
nections and devices, and will serve its own 
ers in new and fascinating ways—especially 
in home security. 


Convergence 

By converging security monitoring with In- 
ternet access, companies could provide next- 
level services to homeowners. 

Experts agree that wireless technology is 
the key enabler that one will find in homes а 
few years from now. 

“An always-on home Internet connection 
will allow the homeowner to access the cam- 
eras and view their images from any Web-en- 
abled device, for example, their office PC or 
mobile phone. Or perhaps the plumber has 
called the homeowner's work phone to say 


ACHILD can even wear a toy-like device that 
sends signal or alarm to household members. 


asana 


REA TIS TT 


ы 


omorrow’s homes 
will be much $ 
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he's at the house but the front door is locked,” 
he described. 

From the office PC or mobile phone, the 
homeowner can log on to the camera's inter- 
nal Web page, enter a security password and 
access the camera positioned at the front door 
to verify the visitors identity. 

“These are just some of the possibilities 
that will soon be made available to all of us," 
Takahashi said. 


Video surveillance 

Interactive video surveillance technology 
will bring management of the home's security 
system into the hands of the homeowner. 

“Soon Internet cameras positioned in and 
around the house will be used to observe the 
protected property,” Takahashi sai. 

‘These cameras will project images that can 
be viewed on a personal computer one-by- 
one, or split-screen to view more than one 
camera at once. 

“The network of cameras can be used to al- 
low the homeowner, wherever they may be, 
to keep tabs on their children and pets or 
check who is knocking at the front door,” 
Takahashi said, 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 
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FUTURE homeowners can control the angle of cameras at home by 
using the control stick or knob. 


To appreciate its 
neo-Victorian charm, 
look around. 


At Victorianne Row, distinctly neo-Victorlan design 
details surround you--both in the homes and 
around the entire Brittany Bay community. Being 
there looks and feels like being in San Francisco. 
It's something you'll fully appreciate every 
time-you look around. 


For larger families, single family homes are 
available at La Posada. 


To experience its neo-Victorian charm, 
get a Property Preview. 


Call: 850 2868 • 850 6986 
Click: brittany.com.ph 
To get to Victorlanne Row: Head south on South Luzon 
Expressway. Exit at Sucat Interchange and turn left. 


Turn left again at East Service Road. 
The Brittany Bay entrance is immediately to the right. 


Bri 
rittany 


THE MGM Grand Hotel and Casino 


Absolutely 
grand 


THEMGM Grand Hotel and Casino is listed as 
the world's largest hotel. Located in Las Ve- 
gas, Nevada, it consists of four 30-story, 280- IAEN и | 
ft high towers on a 45.3-hectare land. S les pa pn | y na 
The mammoth hotel has 5,034 rooms, in- Ч А Р 1 | 
- cluding 751 suites T ۴ i AA 
AMAZING which measure up Ц E 1 E Bay 
to 500 square me- У К 
STRUCTURES ters. It has a spa 
with a relaxation 
lounge, steam rooms, saunas and whirlpools; 
a salon; a grand pool complex composed of 
five swimming pools, three large whirlpools, 
a river pool, fountains and waterfalls; a wed- 
ding chapel; and shopping outlets, 
Other facilities include a 15,200-seat are- 
na, а 13.3-hectare theme park and a gaming 
area measuring more than 170,000 sq ft. If 
you still cannot im ‘ае how expansive this 
hotel is, put toge. dozen of our very own 
Manila Hotel and you've got the vastness of 
the MGM Grand, a hotel which truly lives up 
toits name. Dianne М, Villafuerte 
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By Amado Р de Jesus Jr: 


IN ABOUT 40 or 50 years, our oil supply 
"will be gone. This is the prediction of 
some experts, who claim that at the pre- 
sent rate of consumption this scenario 
would be inevitable. However, there are 
some who disagree. They say that we are. 
not running out of oil, but that we are 
running out of cheap oil. 

Oilisa nonrenewable resource. It can- 
not be replenished, over a short time 
frame, This is why it is imperative that 
we conserve it and use it efficiently The 
alternative energy source would be re- 
newable energy such as wind or solar 
power 

‘The impending scarcity of oil in the 
near future has prompted the develop- 
ment of a new breed of buildings and 
homes that are “green” or energy effi 
cient. These are structures that use up 
less energy for their maintenance and 
‘operation, allowing them to contribute 
to the efforts to minimize the consump- 
tion of oil, the primary fuel source of the 
world. 

What is energy-efficiency? 

Strictly speaking it means maximiz- 
ing output from a unit input of energy. 
In simpler terms it means lighting or 
cooling a given area longer using one 
kilowatt hour (kWh) of electricity. One 

could also think ofitas get- 
ting a car to travel farther 
using the same amount of 
fuel. 

The emerging trend in the develop- 
ment of energy-efficient buildings and 
homes is very aptly called “green archi- 
tecture.” 


Basic considerations 

‘And in green architecture, these are 
several of the basic considerations for a 
building to be energy-efficient: 

“Site considerations. Locating the 
building among existing landscaping 
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G outstanding flexibility & elongation 


Is your home energy-efficient? 


BIO-SOLAR Home from Thailand is one of the winning entri 


in the latest Asean Energy Awards. It has the following 


features: photo-voltaic cells, making it independent from any power grid; a rainwater harvesting system; and bio-gas for 


cooking. 
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and surrounding shade-providing trees 
helps create a natural buffer against heat 
as well as keep cooling costs down. 

* Building orientation. 
For all types of buildings, in 
different climate zones, 
orienting the building with 
minimal exposure to the east-west orien- 
tation is best. East- and west-facing win- 
dows are less desired because it is direct- 
ly exposed to high temperatures due to 
the sun’s position throughout the day. 

From the standpoint of minimizing 
air-conditioning loads and increasing oc- 
cupant comfort, south-facing windows 
are much better than either east- or west- 
facing windows. 

In residential and small commercial 


buildings where solar heat is not wanted 
particularly in the warm summer season, 
south-facing windows with overhang to 
shade the summer sun is best. 

* Green building systems. Green 
buildings rely on solar collectors to gather 
heat or produce electricity (through pho- 
tovoltaic collectors). A storage medium 
(usually water for the thermal system, 
batteries or the electric utility for electric 
systems) is employed to have access to 
the energy when needed. Solar thermal 
systems are used for space heating, do- 
mestic water heating, and pool heating. 


Other energy-efficient features 
A roof overhang shading system is 
very effective in lessening heat with its 


Your Total Solution To 
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Waterproofing Problem 


Any 


By Pinky B. Cruz 


horizontal projections at south-facing 
"windows and horizontal and vertical 
projections at east- and west-facing win- 
dows. Interior blinds are much less effec- 
tive. 

For large buildings, energy-efficient 
air-conditioning systems include vari- 
able speed supply fans and raised floor 
air distribution systems. 

* Lighting system. Efficient lighting 
systems include automatic controls (e.g. 
motion sensors) to regulate the lighting 
systems’ operation and energy-efficient 
lighting (e.g. compact fluorescent lamps 
and electronic ballasts) which provides 
the same wattage of lighting while using 
less energy. 

* Operable windows. Operable win- 


waterproofing requtements 


SUPERSEAL 
‘Cementitious Waterproofing Coating 
Heavy-duty coment based 
waterproofing protection for vals, 
Чоп, basements, water tanks and 

oer water-holding structures 


FLEXROOF 
Elastomerie Roof Paint 

Gloss waterproof rof paint 
specaly made to waterproof 4 
and ish most ype of roofngs 


From the most trusted name in waterproofing: 


SA JOE ABAD SANTOS AVENUE. NETRO НАНА, PHUFPINES| 


“PD rather start on a new house than 
do a makeover!” That's the usual ar- 
gument for dismissing a makeover. 
The cynics are partly right. Renova- 
tion entails hidden costs. You begin to 
fix the leaking ceiling and suddenly 
find out that your roof shingles needs 
repair too. You notice your windows 
need new sealant, and the next thing 
you know, the walls are affected by 
stains so you'd better have it painted 
as well. And so it wouldn't surprise 
me to hear stories that begin with a 
simple re- 
pair of a 
roof leak 
and end up 
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dows (as opposed to fixed windows), for 
commercial buildings are very effective 
especially if cross ventilation can be 
achieved. 

Many green buildings today integrate 
window operation with the air-condi- 
tioning system controls by use of sensors 
or automatic detectors. 

A well-ventilated building can also 
mean less chance for occupants to ac- 
quire Legionnaire's Disease, a respirato- 
ry virus found inside poorly ventilated 
rooms. 

“Thermal insulation. In this country, 
insulation is normally placed below the 
roofing to reduce heat. There are many 
types of this insulating material avail- 
able. These insulating materials are clas- 
sified according to their ability to resist 
heat, so itis important to select the prod- 
ucts that will insulate our buildings the 
best. 

* Water. By simply installing low-flow 
faucets, showerheads and toilets, your 
household can easily save hundreds of 
liters of water every year. 


Benefits 

Energy-efficient homes and buildings 
could save hundreds, maybe thousands 
of pesos, each year. 

When you put more time and effort 
into incorporating these design ele- 
ments into your buildings, you reap 
countless benefits from having an en- 
vironment-friendly home that offers 
greater comfort at lower mainte- 
nance and inevitably, higher resale 
value. 

(The author is the principal architect of 
АР De Jesus & Associates—Green Archi- 
tecture. Heis also vice chair of the board of 
judges ofthe Asean Energy Awards and the 
Founding chair of the Green Architecture 
Movement of UAP For comments or in- 
quiries, e-mail”. archadejesus@ya- 
hoo.com) 


The great makeover: 
A step-by-step approach on renovation 
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say, it's hard work. 


Start over or make over? 

But despite the unwelcome surpris- 
es, giving your house a facelift is a far 
better option than enduring a stale, in- 
flexible, outdated shelter. Our houses 
are not just structures; they carry a 
collection of our special memories and 
reminders of our life journeys mile- 
stones. Allowing our houses to reflect. 
the changes such journey brings, gives 
soul to our dwelling places. 

Doing a house makeover also 
makes economic sense. Do you know 
that more people are into improving. 
their existing homes rather than find- 
ing or moving into a new one? Be- 
cause, let's face it, everything consid- 
ered, improving on it is more cost-ef- 
ficient on most occasions. 

So we embark on the challenge. 
First, because our tastes and even 
lifestyle change. One decides to con- 
vert an attic into a home office or per- 
haps add a pocket garden in view of 
your dining to respond to an upgrade 
in living. Or when two retired couples 
transform their son's vacant room toa 
ballroom space, thereby accommo- 
dating their new passion. Secondly 
what designers term as retrofit, as 
when one upgrades a part of the 
house like windows, to answer ener- 
gy efficiency or ventilation issues. 
Lastly, just the basic maintenance for 
the wear and tear of the house, like 
fixing the plumbing lines that cause 
the faucet to leak. This is more for 
protecting the investments you al- 
ready made. And yes, its like a car 
that needs a tune-up or change of ofl 
every now and then. 


Before the plunge 

Here's a common mistake that 
costs people more than what they 
bargained for: Just leave it to the pro- 
fessionals. 1 don’t discount the great 
savings you can get by hiring the right 
people, buta lot of homework should 
come from you to ensure success, 

Below is a checklist you need to do 
first 

"Create your own scrapbook of 
ideas. 

lam a sucker for anything visual. 
Anything that captures my thoughts 


BEFORE, A 1960s house with exquisite period pieces that scream for a 


makeover. 


—————  ÀÁÓ Ge 


AFTER. Opening up the space, updating the look, adding flair to existing 
pleces and voila! You get a great Italian job! 


and inspirations, say clippings, photos, 
or even an object that triggers the flow 
of ideas, I place them in a scrapbook. 
You would be amazed at the tremen- 
dous impact of this personal collection 
оп communicating what you want to 
your designer or contractor. Go and ex- 
plore the world of designers, too, in 
search of new concepts, Attend wade 
exhibits and expositions. You'd be sur- 
prised at the wealth of materials and 
new products available on yet unex- 
plored territories. 

* Establish your priorities. 

Heres what will make your life 
easier—by making a list of major 
tasks you are willing to undertake, 
and sticking to it. Consider first the 
functionality before the esthetics. Ba- 
sic utilities of the house like ventila- 
tion, privacy and soundproofing need 
attention first before the fabrics and 
tile patterns. 


+ Do your math. 

As I said, renovation covers hidden 
expense. A venture as bold and excit- 
ing as a makeover may turn out to be 
a nightmare if you don't count the 
costs. If you can't handle it with your 
savings, then ask your bank for fi- 
nancing or your company for loans. 
You may also get quotations from two 
reputable contractors to verify costs. 
But remember, look for satisfied cus- 
tomers before awarding the contract, 

* Enjoy the process. 

Well, Í can never overemphasize 
this, Don’t get lost in the details, The 
process of doing the makeover is as 
fun as seeing the finished product. In 
fact, you must love to live with the 
mess for sometime until you see the 
fruits of your labor. C'est la viel 

(For “comments ог suggestions, 
please e-mail at pinkycrue@creative- 
post.com.ph) 
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By Dianne M. Villafuerte 


HE PREVIOUS week, we fea- 
tured some guidelines in 
choosing the most suitable EM 
location for your property. * excellent waterproofing paint protecion for home ond commercial establishments 
In addition to those tips, James Lee, in his H : "j e provides heavy-duty top coat protection for general waler-proofing requirements 
book ‘Appreciate Feng Shui in Daily Life” ad- | КО! ы w yie outstanding fih nd good adhesion 
vises property buyers to also gather informa- America Scaffolding Clamps ‚бошт ка каал kay wae See 
tion about the history of the prospective land Super Strength m Reliable w Adjustable [| |» ойсоке! аан, superb dry 
first. Negative vibes might still be present on Es | ү, sup 
that property and this Моисей by. MAYON INDUSTRIAL CORP, 
тй ча 51 Joy comer Harmony Sts., Grace Village, Balintawak, Q.C 
will affect the new res- ш: 21:39, BST ВЗВ » 241-150 « 3644145» 964.6345 
idents of the property, 
including their health 
and fortune. 
In Merlina Merton's 
“Feng Shui for Better 
Living,” property buy- 
ers ше discouraged 
from acquiring former 
sites of cemeteries, fu- 


N 
neral parlors, slaugh- 
“terhouses, hospitals, churches or temples and 
"police stations. This is because depressing 
and harmful feelings may still be lingering on. 
the said pieces of property. 


‘However, there are some houses and build- 
7 ings which naturally attract spirits, ghosts and 
elementals. Merton attributes this to the par- 


ticular design and layout of the house or build- 
ing. The property's topography, water place- 
“ments and orientation are very much consid- 
ered in analyzing whether or not itis haunted. 
* Merton listed some house layouts which 
may give easy access to these entities: 
~: * Windowless rooms and bedrooms lo- 
'cated in the basement. Rooms that are not 
provided with natural light and air will build 


up yin chi. Dark and airless rooms in the house 
will most likely attract ghosts and spirits. 
* Amirror in front of the bed. Mirrors serve 


as doorways to lower life-forms. If the mirror Again and again, independent scientific tests show that Solignum 


cannot be moved, Merton advises the room's 4 5 2 т 

псори боле tha milar belbre sleeping is the most effective product against termite attack. 

Putting mirrors inside the bedroom is also dis- ^ 

‘couraged, except if it is inside the closet. 

< *Atoilet door facing the bed. The toilet's 

'yin chi may seep into the bed's energy field. 

‘This makes the occupant exposed to illnesses 

‘und spirit possession. 

5 * A big tree right outside a window. Ele- 

“mentals can use big trees as a way in to the oc- 

=cupant’s housé when these are located just 
ıtside a house's window.’ "7^ ? 


& 
SEasy solutions 
Merton likewise suggests easy solutions if 
your house or property have any of the above 
feng shui violations: 
* For windowless rooms, the occupants are 
advised to always leave a light on inside the 
‘oom. A low wattage bulb will do. It is also im- 
portant to keep the room well-ventilated so 
door to the room should always be left 
п. If the air is air-conditioned, the air-con- 
ner’ filter should always be kept clean. IF 
is a bedroom, itis best for the occupants to 
ist keep the mirrors inside the closet. 
* For tall trees just outside the window of 
“the room, the tree branches that touch the 
house should be pruned. 
* Ifthe toilet door faces your bed, relocate 


the bed away from the toilet area and put an Ad г 
onths, wood treated with 
automatic closer on the toilet door. The toi- After 5 years, wood treated bh 


5 ЭК with Solignum remains Brand X suffered 42% timber loss 
tines and pace sal powi ofc t 29 oos rosiatant o ато atack ue ta termite тиот 
tle water beneath the toilet bowl. 

The yin chi of an unoccupied house or build- 
ing facing the door of your own property may 
also make for your own. If this is the case, you 
should place a ba-gua or a convex mirror over : 1 
the door and put venetian blinds on the win- ` uf E i = 

doe die сысы сыы a tag | Why you should trust only Solignum- 
ААА ME о “meg 09 e Specially formulated to penetrate deeply and stay permanently in wood 
<: that has been unoccupied for a long period of ARE 


«time and which may have already been resid- R | Highest quality and consistent raw materials 
d in by entities and elementals, Merton sug- E | Safe to use, less harmful to user 
ests you fill the house with lots of noisy hu- " Ц Д : ' X n 
* The ONLY preservative that can claim effectivity vs. termites on label 


* Over 100 years of proven successful performance 


COMMERCIAL AREA Р ' WOOD PRESERVATIVE 
AT BRITTANY BAY 
Figaro Coffee Co. recently opened its. 


doors at Brittany Bay, the flagship project Tried. Tested. Trusted. 
`| of the country's real estate maverick 0 years. 
Brittany Corp. The country’s finest coffee All over the world for over 100 y 
shop chain serves excellently brewed 
specialty coffee and everything that goes 
peri un ET КИЛЕ Л ne. у 
Inviting alfresco ambiance and enhanced 4 Any questions on wood protection? 222 Son. GII J. Puyat Ava., Makati City 1200 
bya grand view of Laguna de Bay. Call Engr. Lunas at Tel. Nos. 843-6011 to 15 baba Joanna by POOT BOLA IN kO" 
Residents of the San Francisco-inspired or Cellphone No. 0920910-ANAY. (2629) ‘United Kingdom # 
community of neighborhoods at Brittany 


Bay head for Figaro for the day's fresh ae x p - 
start and for the day's fitting end. For all wooden trusses, beams, floors, joists, posts, frames, use Solignum. Available in Colourless and Brown. 
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Strawberry & Caramel & 
lot Fudge, Chocolate. 


Sa halagang P99 lang, umaapaw ang chocolate, caramel at = 
strawberry sauce sa pagkatakam-takam na double sundae! SELECTA 
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Text by Gino de la Paz 
Original artwork by Jason Moss 


HERE used to be a time 

[ when people lined up for in- 
distinguishable blood-and- 
gore flicks like the “Nightmare on 
Elm Street” series, but all of that 
changed when film fiends discov- 
ered frightfests that were a bit 
more subtle. Oddly enough, this 
psychological thriller, trend looks 
as if it was honed in Asia, with Ko- 
rea, Thailand and Japan delivering 
some of the darkest and spookiest 
Halloween date movies which Hol- 


lywood then coopts. 

As of this writing, a thriller about a house 
possessed by some really pissed-off ghosts is 
sitting at the top of the US box office with a to- 
tal take of 539.1 million and counting. Head- 
lined by retired vampire slayer Sarah 
Michelle Gellar, “The Grudge” is a big-budget 
retelling of Ju-On,” a straight-to-video horror 
movie by cult Japanese director Takashi 
Shimizu, Its nonlinear story structure and 
creepy plot twists recall recent thinking-man 
nail-biters like "The Others,” "The Ring” and 
“The Sixth Sense.” 

Every year since 1999, there always seems 
to be one end-all-be-all cinematic chiller that 
gets under our skin and stays there. Aside 
from the fact that ghosts, ghouls and other 
creatures of the supernatural sort are fash- 
ionable at this time of the year, why do we 


[ЙЕ ое, 


love a good scary movie? 


Fear factors 

‘There's something fun and exciting about 
being scared by а movie—especially when 
you're with friends in a crowded theater. Its 
necessary to expose one's self to a good de- 
gree of mystery to keep you on your toes once 
in a while. Excellent suspense films shake us 
up rather decently because they allow our 
imaginations to do the work and renew our 
sense of security once the make-believe бап- 
ger goes away. 

More than that, however, I think people are 
attracted by respectable scary movies because 
most of us are curious about the darker side of 
human nature, Even though people would 
name publie speaking, worms or a world 
without cable television as some of their 


pernaira Seles 


greatest fears, nothing, 1 believe, measures up 
to the fear of the unknown. 


The great escape 

Feeding our minds with modern horror 
movies is a way for us to face our own demons 
and approach them on a level we can under- 
stand. Whether its a sudden apparition in a 
dark hallway or a creepy phone call from be- 
yond the grave, it becomes much easier to 
butt heads and hopefully, overcome a phobia 
once we have identified it. 

But due to the escapist nature of entertain- 
ment, I think we like being spooked for even 
greater reasons. We do live in an era of uncer- 
tain futures and so, sometimes, i's less stress- 
ful to confront the imaginary terror of a 
vengeful spirit than the real horrors of every- 
day life. 
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Monique's new voice | 
as Sally Bowles 


ByTim Yap 
Photo by Paolo Pineda 
'M always attracted to material 
that’s dark—that really pro- 
vokes us to really think. I don’t 
like stuff that gives us answers be- 
cause for me, that's preachy. To me, 
good theater is when you leave the 
theater, and you almost become a 
participant in what you 
watch--because your mind started 
to work, and also your heart.” 

Monique Wilson confides this bit of infor- 
mation in a dark comer of Republic of Malate 
while the cast of New Voice Company's 
“Cabaret” gears up for their rehearsals. It is 
barely one week before opening night 
(November 5 at the Music Museum) where 
Monique doubles up as director and star of the 
show that gave Liza Minelli her first Oscar. 

T have always been fascinated at how 
Monique, a consummate actress, attacks each 
role that she portrays. I have followed her ca- 
reer from Manila to London and back, and I 
must say, hands down, she is the most hard 
working and honest actress that the Philip- 
pines has produced. 1f the British have Vanes- 
sa Redgrave, we have Monique Wilson. 


About her role as Sally Bowles, star of - 


Cabaret’ Kitkat Club, she has this to say. “She is 
like a third rate singer actress who wants to be a 
sar She wants to climb away to the top. But ina 
way, she's also an outsider, because she's a 
British girl in Berlin. She doesn't speak German 
well, but her charm is always like larger than 
life, she has а child-like energy but at the same 
time you wanna slap her also because she's so 
oblivious to whats happening outside. In the 
show she gets pregnant, she even has an abor- 
tion. Intellectually she's very self-destructive.” 


New Voice London 

But self destructive is the farthest thing 
that can describe Monique. After three years 
of taking up her Masters in Applied Theater 
and Directing and Theater Education from 
Gentral'School of Speech and Drama, the al- 
‘ma mater of Vanessa Redgrave and Judi 
Dench, she graduated with distinction and 
the school offered her to teach. 

Her new profession starts in January but she 
has actually begun teaching undergraduates 
‘when she was still a student. She has also hooked 
uupawith her London agents and will start audition- 
їп г roles in the West End once again. While 
she's at it, she is also setting up New Voice London, 
which will produce originally written Filipino 
‘works in English for an international audience. 

“Ang dami-dami nating Filipino artists who 
are remarkably great and they are all based 
there. But we're still known to be the actors in 
Miss Saigon and Lion King. Let's show them 
that we can do a lot of different kinds of the- 
ater, We are just as diverse as them. But we 
need to lead it, Ineed to envision it, and do it. 

‘The thing about fame is that people think 
your personal life becomes public property. 

‘The thing I love most about what I do is 
the chance to provoke people's minds and 
awaken their hearts through theater 

People might be surprised to know that I 
love doing housework in my flat in London! 

The most important thing I've ever 
learned is that you are a small part of this 
universe and earth, but in making a differ- 
ence, your contribution can be big. 

Iwish when I started off I've been told to 
listen to my own voice and learn to trust it, in- 
stead of just follow, follow, follow... 

‘The worst thing that ever happened to 
me was not being empowered enough within 
a destructive past relationship and losing my- 
self in the process. 

And what taught:this to me was when 1 fi- 
nally met someone who taught me the real 
meaning of love—which restored my sense of 
self and has empowered me. 

The secret to happiness is being grateful 
for what you have, and always being gener- 
ous of spiritand heart. 

My best ever outfit consisted of jeans, 
boots, black beret, leather jacket. 

The soundtrack to my life would be too 
many to mention. 

IFI was invisible for a day, I would spy on 
‘our world leaders and see what they are up to. 

The thing that makes me most angry is 
arrogance, pride and selfishness—and above 
all, violence towards women and children. 

if I was the most powerful person on 
earth I would make sure all women and girls 
were free from violence, and all the poor chil- 
dren of this world would have food to eat, a 
home and an education. 

Or if I'm not the most powerful I would 
still do what I could to help end violence to- 
wards women and girls 

‘The best thing about my family is that we 
are all crazy, emotional and loving 

When I'm gone, they'll probably say in 
life and in her art, she was always an activist 
and always stood up for what she believed in. 

If money was no option I would put up 
schools and shelters for street kids, art centers 
for women and girls who have been violated so 
that they can thrive in a creative and inspiring 
atmosphere, build a world: erforming 
arts school in the Philippines and give scholar- 
ships, and produce more theater shows! 

When 1 retire, I would like to keep work- 
ing in the theater. 

"The world would be a much better place 
{four leaders were not so self-serving, corrupt 
or divisive. 


My hero is my mom—Terry Wilson! 

‘The thing that makes life worth living is 
the goodness you see in so many people. 

My greatest hope for the future is that 
women and girls would always be safe from 
abuse, violence and oppression. 

‘The worst thing somebody said about 
me was I'm not sure—I don't listen much to 
the negative things people say about me. 

My favorite moments are when Tm with 
people 1 love and share the same passions with. 

My most embarrassing moment was 
when I jumped out of the shower, soaking 
wet, in my dressing room when 1 was doing 
“Miss Saigon” to scare a fellow cast mate, 
when it turned out to be a really famous En- 
glish actress I ended up jumping on. She was 
a friend of Jonathan Pryce who just wanted to 
congratulate me. She got soaked! 

aspire to be a better person. 
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DVD Playor wih Karaoke 


DV-373-5 
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Enjoy your Pioneer DVD player for as low as Php 5,490.” 
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HTDBDVD 
DVD Home Theatre with Sic player 


HTZ323Dvn 
DVD Homo Theatre with 5-speakar system. 
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DVO Homo Theatre with tallboy speakers 


Visit us at www.pioneer.com.sg or 
email us at mgme@compass.com.ph 


EV33DVD 
DVD Mini wit 2 speaker system 
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DVR-320-S 
DVD Recordar 


DVR-520H-S. 


DVO Recordar wih Hard Disc. 


Don't settle for mediocre brands and 
cheap imitations. Get Pioneer DVD, for 
боолуу коо 
durability. Looded with cool features such 
as Wide Format Compatibility, Dolby 
Digital Surround Sound, ond powerful 
Wireless Speakers that give amazing 
picture quality and clear, powerful sound. 
And with a reliable service guarantee, 
опу Pioneer delivers а truly unforgettable 
DVD experience that lasts. Real DVD 
quolity doesn’t come cheap. Go for real 
DVD. Go for Pioneer. 


“Prices good for Metro Manila only 
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By Tim Yap 
Photos by Paolo Pineda 
Styling by Miguel Rosales 


UR; “VERSION. . of 
‘Cabaret’ is darker, edgi- 


er and racier,” shares 
New, Voice Company founder 
Monique Wilson. about. their 
10th year annivefsary staging 
of this well loved musical. * 

We are all fainiliar with the Hollywood 
version starring Liza. Minelli—but, what 
Monique and her company is staging is 
the new Broadway version, of Sam 
Mendes, hailed by critics as “a production 
that keeps you spellbound”. and one that 
“generates the excitement of something 
brand new.” 

The main difference being you'll leave 
а Hollywood séresning.of "Cabaret" with 
а smile, whereas you stepiout of this pro- 
duction. with-a jolt, which is how New. 
Voice Company likes affecting its audi- 
епсё, which they have béen doing for a 
decade now, from Angels in America to 
Vagina Monologues. shocking: theater- 
goers with théught-provoking material 
that leaves oneat the edge of their seats. 

This show, ‘Which rhe. producers 
deemed for adults only captures the 
decadence of 1930s Berlin. And.we all 
know how immoral and desperate people- 
were back then. This writer was able to 
watch this show during its Broadway run 
a couple of years ago, and I left Studio 54 
(now: a. theater) - dumbfounded—this- + 
piece will leave you with a strong mes- 
sage: So be prepared. 


The Kitkat Club Я 

With à bevy of brothel-based charac- 
ters, the cabaret becomes a metaphor in a 
war-torn society because back then, as it 
is now, people lived life to the very edge 
because they did not know what would 
happen next. 

Acting as the denizens of-society, the 
Kitkat Club people portray: the out- 
casts--they're the artists and bohemians 
who were probably a lot more progres- 
sive and liberal than the regular people in 
those times. 

“A lot of them were bisexuals, homo- 
sexuals, which historically, in the Nazi 
regime, they were also sent to concentra- 
tion camps. So yung “mga characters 
namin parang mga outcast ang style, the 
musical showed how in their moments of 
despair what happens in their lives, how 
they, coped with love, with losses, with 
life itself,” explains Monique about the 
characters of "Cabaret." 

"Cabaret" chronicles a world of mis- 
fits— Sally Bowles, the British star of the 
Kitkat Club; Clifford Bradshaw, a strug- 
gling American writer, and the Master of 
Ceremonies, the androgynous and 
malevolent commentator, among other 
powerfully written characters from 
Berlin's seedy underworld, where audi- 
ences are transported to a Subversive sub- 
culture’ where “sextial depravity and 
moral despair reign. 

“Ireally wanted strong actors. Even in 
the musical, the singirig is very difficult, 
and the dancing is very difficult. T need: 
ed strong actors to capture that edge. : 
That's why l'm so happy with the cast be- dica 


cause theyre very strong, very distin. * E A ‘It's an avenue of expression 
tive actors," says Monique (who co-di bd vid Tu E 


recis the show with Rito Asilo) about the * а SOEUR - k because when people are 
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On this exclusive Super! spread, get to. p^ ; n 
know the raw, sensual, entertaining, ter- T more-oppressed the more 


eed cies Pat they want to break away. If you 
want to stand at the edge of. 
the cliff, you wanna jump 
" because you don't know what 
Rona Lou San Pedro : i tomorrow will bring. As artists, 


Call me Trixie " . 
The thing that gies me goose bumps is : y we sort of live on the edge 
‘seeing dead people Ё 

My scariest theatrical moment is when | 

lost my voles ina show where | have a solo 

umber 

Money makes the world selfish and greedy 


Life is a cabaret of stimulation Call me Solia ушу Б 


April Celmar The thing that gives me goose bumps is old 
Call me Mathilda scary-looking dark houses and going to hos- 
ing that gh bumps i 
гн ныне пеле 
My scariest th veatsical moment is when | were rehearsing for "Cabaret" then there 
was an earthquake, 
Money makes the world greedy 
а cabaret of thrill and excitement а cabaret of lortuno and misfortunes: 
My fetish is pink toes tish is beautiful eyes and clean nails 
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dead na at > Amparo Sietereales 

long not j 1 3 calme Rosie 

My scariest theatrical moment is too scary th Б The thing that gives me goose bumps is 
tomention _ : : sins 

ci ibe properly if actu: ve Money makes the world по round and @ My ‘scariest theatrical moment is every 3 My scariest theatrical moment is doing ac 
үрдү рете SB me leon yis rovaties оп seaffoldings "ant 
Lite is a cabaret of surprises that are either Life is a cabaret ol interesting people and Money makes the world qo KER-CHING! SSS ^ 
happy or ай т a bit ofboth AUT Lile isa cabaret ol chickens and vines Bu 
My latish is noses My telish is unmentiorable 1 My lalish is Ima vigin 


alling out a nama 
ате of my 


mething that. y, 


Jenny Jamora Lily Chu Pheona Baranda 
Call me Toxas Call me emoniesiEmcee. Call me Frenchie Call me Helga 
The thing that gives me goose bumps isthe The thing that gives me goose bumps isa Е s me goose b e The thing that gives me goose bumps is an 
t prolonged multiple ening night for any canbquake 
My scariest theatrical momi ar My scariest theatrical moment is mi 
night of "Ни, Burly” when | jum ‹ he wrong, c 
s е <95 Money makes the wor share tove 
Money makes the world Money makes the world c Û Lite is a cabaref ot roles | played ana 
Lito is a cabaret of broken peop Money makes the world more expensive Lite is a cabaret of fabulous с 2 
My totish is the lower back Lito is a cabaret ol super fabulous beautiful тк 
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Yes! I want my Globe Handyphone delivered to me FREE! 
CALL 751-2888" OR FAX TO 739-9999 OR VISIT www.hub-eshop.com to order. 
в: Bring valid ID, proof of billing address 
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SHILANN, Jenna and Ethan were all “incredibly professional 
and down-to-earth,” according to Studio 23 managing director 


Leo Katigbak 


They lived 
through The fine blend of Robusta үг 
days аном B 
in wild 
jungles. 
Our city 
wasa 
breeze 
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See these amazing chefs and taste 
their: culinary masterpleces from: 
September 4 to November 27, 2004, 
m-6pm at Super SM Hypermarket branch 
п sucat, Bicutan and Marilao. 
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| By Amy Mosura 


“BRING it on, Philippines!” 

Thats Jenna Morasca, sole survivor of the | 
Amazon season of US TV's biggest reality 
franchise to date, “Survivor, as alive guest on. 
“Wazzup! Wazzup!” But Jenna—then on only 


[| her second day in Manila as part of Studio || 


23's Survivors in Manila blitz—could not | 


| have expected the fan turnout that greeted 


her and fellow Survivor All-Stars alumni 
Ethan Zohn (sole survivor, Survivor: Africa) 
and Shi-Ann Huang (Survivor: Thailand). 
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NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


SMART Communications, Inc. 
announces the new prepaid Peer-to-Peer 
Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS) 
rates effective October 30, 2004 as follows: 


SERVICE 
Addict Mobile Prepaid (AMP) 
SMART Kid Prepaid 


RATE 
Php 3.00 
Php 3.00 


The new rates apply to local MMS 
messages sent by subscribers to other 
subscribers (SMART or other networks). 


Thank You. 
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GOOFING around with the cast of “Wazzup! Wazzup!” 
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“Blitz” is exactly the right word to describe 


their visit, as the Survivors conquered every + в 
опе of their Manila stops, with Survivor en- GENUS POWERS 
thusiasts packing restaurants, studios and 3 : M 
even soccer fields to see their reality idols. Alamin ang information downloads! : à... 
* "Survivor—which "strands" a group of D 
éontestants on a deserted tropical island, who Habang tumatagal, Lalong dumadami! > : 
then must “outwit, outplay and outlast” each 
other until a “sole survivor” remains—saw 
each of the three visitors emerge from com- 
plete obscurity to become reality television 
stars. Despite their relative international 
stature as TV stars, however, they were all ex- 
cited by their Manila experience. 

“We really didn't expect all those people to 
be there for us," says Ethan Zohn, the curly- KEYWORD ‘SERVICE " 
haired footballer who emerged as both a SCHOOLTXT  SchoolTxt Alerts ` *” 
heartthrob and a millionaire in the third sea- DEFINE Dictionary E 
son of the reality series. "This experience has THES Thesaurus 
become such a discovery for us, because while ELEMENT Periodic Table of Elements 
we were aware of the Philippines beforehand, , FRENCH French translator 
we didn't know that the show would be this GERMAN German translator 
big in the Philippines. Or that people would ITALIAN Italian translator 
even know who we were.” SPANISH Spanish translator 

Adds Taiwan-born Shii-Ann Huang, whose HISTORY This Day in History” 
stay in “Survivor: Thailand" made her the first TRIVIA Trivia" 
foreign-born contestant on the reality smash: WORD Word of the Day* 
“We honestly had no idea that Manila would 
be this amazing. 1 mean, the food, the shop- 
ping, the sights, the people—we're all just 
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MOVIE Movie Guide”? 
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Chinese Horoscopes* 
Fortuna Cookie" 
Feng Shui Tips" 
Love Horoscopes 
Love Vibes? 
Money Horoscopes" 
Name Horoscopes". 
THE SURVIVORS with Ria Tanjuatco-Trillo, Pinoy Horoscopes’ 
Marieton Pacheco, JC Cuadrado and Studio 
23's Leo Katigbak , . Bible Verse? 
Diet Tips? 

Gift Tips? 

Happy Tips* а 

Health Tips" с. Л 
INSPIRE Inspirational Quotest””: 
PRAY Daily Prayer” 
SAINT Saint of the Day" 


MC Music Central 
МҮК MyKaraoke 
RBT myGlobe Ringback Tone 


TEXTGROUPS Text Groups 


" 2 TEXTSITES Text Site. 
‘THE SURVIVORS pose with former INQUIRER. r^ 
columnist Leah Salterio, 3M тех Мане 


МВА Updates* 
РВА Updates* 


JOKE Joke of the day* 
LOKO Crazy Thoughts" 
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TRIBYA Pinoy Trivia" 


BEAUTY Beauty Tips" 
FASHION Fashion Tips? 
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“te. ПШ POWERS: 
* Alamin ang discounts & Freebies! 
Lampas 150 Establishments na, 
at Lalang dadami pa! 


BRANCHES NATIONWIDE METRO MANILA 
05925099 Ahead Leaming Systems 
Ponciepgo Alcia Shoes 

Annabel Lee" 
Auntie Anne's Алва 
Bear Huggs Aquat 
Bed Ayala Cinemas (Mla except GB3) 
Bue Magic Badminton Ci 

*' Bratpack Batledore & Shuttecock 
Broadway Gems » Big Buddha 
Brown Sugar Mutins Bistro 110 
Buffalo David Biton Bie Cub 
Borgoo Amarican Bar ВАТЕ. Resto Ber 

& Restaurant Bue Room Bar 
Cheesecake Etc. Bora Bar 
Сплю Brewhuh Coffee Shop 
Congo Grile Cable Car (Alabang) 
Cravings Café Amore 
Davids Day Spa Chinese Monk 
David's Prestige Chris T. Sports (SM Megamall) 
David's Salon Ciub Cento 
Ducks United Cub Halo 
Ensembles Cub Indo's 
Executive Optical Cococabana 
Freeway Common Ground 
Git Gaie Crepes de France (Shangri-La) 
Haagen-Dazs Crown Jewel Hair 
Dish ABS CBN 
EGG (Megemal) 
Excelsior His & Her Spa 
Family Health Spa 
Faro 
КУД 
Firewood Pizza 
Flight Zone Badminton 
Gameworx 
Gens бй 
Ice Vodka Bar 
Jed and Julens 
Jumbo Palace Seafood Restaurant 


Bar Malate 
Kocky Luscious 
Studie Rialto Leap & Smash Badminton 
Subway Legend Livehouse 
The Bead Shop Libis Badminton Court 
The Coffee Beanery Madys Café 
Tho Computer Authority Max Brenner 
‘Timezone (Powercardoulels) Monsoon Restaurant & Bar 
Tips п' Toes Moomba 
Tomato ш Munch 
Tubbies New Episode 
Undereblors of Benatlon No Hana Taka Tea Bar (Galeria) 
Urban Spa Off the Gril 
U Rustan's Olivers Super Sandwiches 
West Lake Ours Malate 
Wrangler Рапсйепа Lido 
Pizza Bora 
Planet Badminton 
Platinum Badminton Center 
Power Bikes 
Ронењон! 
Powerzone 
Press Cofé (Rockwell) 
Quirk Accessories (Galleria) 
Red Box Karaoke 
Red Corner Fitness 8 Boxing Club 
East Wok Dimsum @ The Sile Repertory Philippines 
Gana ive @ The Ste Saranggani Seafood 
TazaCofeo @ The Sie Serve 'n Smash 
Siento Bar 
nono Smashvilo Badminton 
Al Dente Ristorante italiano SPF. 
Gans Ber Star Smash Badminton 
Cub Bwana Styletio 
Freddys Bar Super Bowl of China 
Viia Rogata Bar & Restaurant The Bam 
* The Fretighters 
Tigatto Bar and Gril 
Tro 
VX Boulder Gym 


‘Chic Avenue , BACOLOD 
Featherspoon Café 18 Pala Pala Restaurant 
Green Hits Aboy's Restaurant 
7 Hanol т васрой Bodyworks Fines Center 

Peaches & Blues Bulot Baiat Restaurant 
Philosophy Spa & Salon.  Cefélatno . 
Qi Chih Waliness Center  — Enling's Special of Sagay 
Son ipanima Resto Bar 
Tum Korean Grile Restaurant & Bar 
Yokoso Mombasa Resto Bar 

Virtu Spa & Salon 


TAGAYTAY 
BORACAY 


Cocomangas Shooter Bar 


making great things possible #41 Glebe . 
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‘ONE FAN in particular is very thrilled to be 
near Ethan, 


ETHAN coaches young soccer players at the 
Ateneo football field, 


From page D2 

very impressed. Maybe we can talk (Survivor 
producer) Mark Burnett into doing a ‘Sur- 
vivor: Philippines.” 

“By the way, if any producers out there are 
looking for people for their movies or TV 
shows or anything like that, call us!” jokes 
Jenna. “Tm actually compiling a scrapbook on 
everything that ever happened to us over 
here. Because I'm gonna need proof to show 
people ‘Look! Everyone loves us over there! I 
have pictures!” 

The All-Star three relished their Philippine 
experiences, particularly the food. Each of 
them insisted on eating only Filipino meals, 
says Studio 23 managing director Leo Katig- 
bak, who accompanied the visitors to many of 
their stops. “They're incredibly professional 
and very down-to-earth. When they went 
shopping on their first day here, they just 
walked to the mall from their hotel. We'd love 
to have them back anytime.” 

“Survivor” can be seen in its ninth and most 
current incarnation, “Survivor: Vanuatu,” on 
Studio 23 both live via satellite on Friday and 
оп its primetime broadcast on Sunday. 
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9 hands, 9 years, 1 radio station 


MANILAS Lite Alter- 
native pulled out all 
the stops on its ninth 
birthday celebration 
last Friday, Oct. 22. 
Nine bands in two 
venues... broadcast 
live over 103.5 K-Lite 
and through the we- 
beast, 
www.103Sklite.fm 
CENTRAL PLAZA, 
EASTWOOD CITY: 
Overtone, Session 
Road, Kitchie Nadal, 
Cambio, Moonstar 
88, The Dawn, Fran- 
cis M, Sunburn (with 
K-Lite’s very own 
Carl on vocals), The 
Mongols (who unfor- 
tunately got stuck 
somewhere and was 
not able to make it in 
time for the party). 
FORTPLAZA, 
BONIFACIO GLOB- 
ALCITY: True Faith, 
Rivermaya, Hour- 
glass, Bridge, Mo- 


free, Bisqit (with 
Bernard Palanca on 


MIRO of Stonefree — FRANCISM 
at Eastwood 


MAYCHELLE of 
Moonstar 88 


RICO Blanco 
at Fort Plaza 
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ID YOU 

ever play 

the game 
“Telephone” 
when you were 
younger? If your 
memory needs a 
bit of a shove, 
here's a recap. That grade school 


ithe machine, 
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In our high-tech era, : 
gossip can turn into 
gospel. Check the facts 
first before spreading 
the word 


INQUIRER 


pastime involves bored youths who 
pass on a memorized message as- 
sembly line-style until it reaches the 
end of the maze. The source, or al- 
pha dog, then compares notes with 
the kid at the tail end to see just how 
accurately said message was trans- 
mitted. Alternately known as the 
“Postman Game,” “Whisper Down 
the Lane,” or “Pass the Message” in 
more straightforward classrooms, 
“Telephone” wasn’t extreme at all; it 
merely demonstrated how “Joey ate 
a peanut butter and jelly sandwich” 
can reincarnate as Joey ate his toe 
jelly” if the channels involved had 
inclinations for evildoing. Fun but 
scary, don't you think? 

Asa 10-year-old clowning around during re- 
cess, 1 also took part in these hearsay-inspired 
reindeer games and found out firsthand just 
how easily the grapevine can tum into tumble- 
weed. Looking back now, however, 1 see “Tele- 
phone" not simply as a GP.level gossip experi- 
ment but as a microcosm for our current high- 
tech hoax-spreading era. Give or take a few ex- 
tra touches, modern pranks such as chain letters 
and urban legends are similar to “Telephone” 
because they, too, are mind tricks that exploit 
and, sadly distort the power of information. 

Our cutand-paste Internet culture has ac- 
celerated the range of these tall tales, relent- 
lessly flooding the zone with supposed Elvis 
sightings, kidney-harvesting stories and re- 
ports that Bill Gates will reward you with $243 
for every excfriend to whom you forward an 
email. They may sound outlandish and unbe- 
lievably phony in hindsight—I mean, no big 
company worth its IPO does business through 
chain letters—but those rumors have caught 
tons of people off guard. (Those are probably 
the same folks who bought the Spice Girls sex 
change story) So, is a cybermyth а light-heart- 
èd learning experience or scandal masquerad- 
ing as a team sport? Scan the following pop 
culture pleasantries and go figure. 


“Small Wonder’ star turns Smashing 
Pumpkin’ (1993) 

“Small Wonder" was an ancient sci-fi sitcom 
about the Lawsons, a normal suburban family 
‘who happened to have a robot daughter called 
Voice Input Child Indenticant, a.k.a. Vicki. But 
instead of selling the story to the tabloids, 
goody-goody Ted and his wife Joan hid the fact 
that Vicki was a mechanical animal cooked up 
ina lab. Togecher with their pudgy son Jamie, 
they somehow got away with fooling their 
neighbors despite Vicki's wildly obvious mono- 
tone and annoying Amazonian strength. A 
stretch? No, it was the'80sl 

After a somewhat successful 96-episode 
run, “Small Wonder" signed off in 1989 and 
found its place in the annals of small screen en- 
tertainment. Four years later, rumors started to 
fly that Jerry Supiran, the kid who once played 
Jamie Lawson, grew up to become Billy Cor- 
gan, one-time guitarist and lead vocalist of the 
now-defunct alternative band Smashing 
Pumpkins. Maybe it was the strong Charlie 
Brown vibe, but word on the street pegged Jer- 
1y and Billy as one and the same person. 

‘Admittedly though, the resemblance is there 


TALUES 


STOP WONDERING. Jamie Lawson (center) 
didn't grow up to become Billy Corgan, 
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Pasarapin ang umaga with the sarap oven-fresh goodness 


of Gardenia Pandesal. It's so filling and yummy; it will give 


you the energy to start your day right! 


Every bite is delightfully crusty outside and deliciously soft 


on the inside, Talagang mabubusog ka 


You can also enjoy its delicious taste a 
simply reheating it. Araw-arawin ang s 


goodness of Gardenia Pandesal! 


dahil siksik sa sarap! 
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By Pam Pastor 


| ITH all the commitments, 
i appointments, deadlines 
and responsibilities that 
pepper your days, we're sure not 
all of you have had the time to 
come up with a creative Halloween 
costume. d 
Because we don't want you to show upin a 
lame outfit (T wearing all red, lm а hot- 
dog" or “I'm wearing a black shirt with blue j 
Й pants—'m a bruise, silly"), we've got the an- 8 
swer for you, right on this page. 
Step 1: Cut out our Super! mask. 1 
Step 2: Stick it onto a piece of cardboard to 
make it sturdy (double-sided tape is a neater 
alternative to glue). 
Step 3: Cut it out again. 
Step 4: Tape it onto a stick, achopstick ora | 
hard plastic drinking straw. 
Step 5: Wear a funky barong (you can bor- 
row your dad's old one and jazz it up a bit) or 
a flashy suit. 
Step 6: Add a little (or okay a lot) of H 
| bling... . 
М And voila! You're ex-presidentiable, self- 
proclaimed gazillionaire and entertainer ex- 
[| traordinaire Eddie Gil. 
Remember to take off the mask before mid- 
night or you could turn into him forever, 
Have a Super! Halloween weekend, 


By Tony Ty 
Photos by Jose Enrique Soriano 


HEN Wim Wenders was 
asked why he shot his 
movie “Far Away, So 


TT Close” in both black and white and 
їп color, he said that, “black and 
‘white captures a person's essence 
more than a picture in color.” 

Nobody knows this better than 
Jose Enrique Soriano, whose spiri 
tual belief, Buddhism, moves him 
to seek light-—while his passion, 
photography, draws him to the 
‘darkroom. Through his lenses we 
meet the patients of the National 

enter for Mental Health in Man- 


MEET the patients of the National Center for Mental Health 
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says, “When all else fails, be N 


sure to have a wig on.. The 
Pinoy billionaire carri 

three hairpieces at any given 
time” 


suggestion for Halloween, For 

your friends who don't have 

жатыш» 2-Costumes, grab тоге copiesof 
Super! so all of you guys can be 
CIE » Eddie Gil 
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Enriquez is no stranger to dark- 
ness, AS a photojournalist who had 
covered the Asean region out of 
Singapore for the past 10 years, 
eight of which were for the island's 
newspaper, he had witnessed nu- 
merous events: the earthquake in 
‘Taiwan, the bombing in Bali, the 
insurgency in the Philippines. He 
also has been pursuing personal 
social documentary projects 
throughout his career, one of 


MM e a "THIS show presents those patients as being here, presentin 


society” 
Enriquez's ‘Episodes? 
His jarring images have now be- 
come collectible fine art photogra- 
phy: “It would be best to look beyond 


daluyong in a moving new show 
called "Episodes: Still Photos of 
the Unstill Mind.” Through this, he 
hopes that we leam compassion 
for the mentally ill and that our 
compassion grow a thousand fold. 
“These photographs were taken 
between 1993 and 1996," said En- 
© riquez, whose photographs have 
been published in Lie, Time, 
Newsweek, Vanity Fair, SELE Elle, 
and other foreign magazines and 
newspapers. “After 1996, the pho- 
tographs remained as negatives ex- 
cept for a few work prints that had 
been shown to friends and editors." 
Through the Silver Lens Galle 
the only space in the country dedi 
cated to photography, Enriqued’s 
series of striking, dramatic black- 
and-white photographs can finally 
be viewed in public--though these 
are about subjects that society 
‘would rather erase. 


KE ДҮЙ КОЛ KLASIKS by Tory Velacquez- йы g 1S years 


“This show presents these pa- 
tients as being here, present in so- 
ciety" said Enriquez, who knows 
how the city of Mandaluyong fig- 
ures in a lot of jokes pertaining to 
mental health, despite the fact 
that this illness is one of the most 
disempowering. "This is how í 
conceptualized the show to be.” 


Mental illness as taboo 

‘This is precisely the kind of at- 
titude Isa Lorenzo, creative direc- 
tor of Silver Lens, looks for in 
photographers. 

“All the exhibits we feature at Sil- 
ver Lens have concepts that are 
strong,” said Lorenzo, who had just 
finished her own show, Healing 
Spaces, last month, Also done in 
black and white, proceeds from 
Healing Spaces were donated to the 
1 Can Serve Foundation, a group 
that empowers women with breast 
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cancer. "Instead of sweeping any 
ind of subject, illness for example, 
under the rug, why not bring them. 
out there, stare at them in the face 
and accept that they're there?" 

This, however, doesn't mean that 
illness isa recurring theme in Silver 
Lens exhibits. In December, Claudine 
Sia will have her photography show 
with remembrance as its main focus, 
Next year, several other photogr 


phers are in line, including Eddie ' 


Boy Escudero and Denise Weldon- 
Minana. For now, however, there are. 
Episodes! 29 gripping photographs. 
"People think of mental illness as 
taboo, a condition discussed in back 
room whispers, often a subject of 
fear and ridicule,” said Enriquez, 
‘whose camera captures some of the 
patients with their vacant looks, 
languid poses and their stark 
nakedness, “Darkness exists, and 
we shouldn't look the other way" 


TSIMULA PA 
HYUNG 1928 
KA ISINIMULANG 
HARANAHIN NI 
mg 
n А 
YUN, WALA PA 
TSIYANG PAG- 
ASA. 


SUNG 
p^ PA 


‘what is sensational about them, 
about what tums us off, and leam 
instead from what connects them to 
us," Enriquez said, emphasizing how 
mental illness is an affliction gen 
ally kept within the confines of fami- 
ly secrets, "But every mental health 
‘worker will testify that with access to 
medication and an emotional sup- 
port system, mental illness is curable 
and at the very least manageable.” 
Episodes also brings closure to 
chapters in Enriquezs own life. 
When this project was being under- 
taken, his life was at its most tumul- 
шош. Today, he has since disman- 
tled his darkroom in an old British 
military barracks їп Singapore, 
moved back to Manila last August 
with his five cats, and is currently 
working and living in an old pre- 
war apartment building in Malate. 
He believes that this was a pro- 
cess he had to go through to dis- 
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“IT WOULD be best to look beyond what is sensational about them” 


cover himself, and he has come 
full circle through Episodes. 

John Campbell once said that 
the only real thing in life isin the 
center, everything else is an appari- 
tion. IF we want to stay in the sun- 
light all year round and not deal 
with the shadow side of life, then 
something is about to snap. Black 
ceases to be without white; dark- 


NGUNIT, 


KUNG SIYA 
ANG IBIGIN 


mess can't exist without light. We 
all live between black and white, 
the only way we can find our own 
centeris to know our extremes. 

"Episodes" can take us there. 

“Episodes: Stil Photos of the Un- 
still Mind" opened on Oct. 23 at the 
Silver Lens Gallery, and will run up to 
Nov. 20, The gallery is open from 9 
am. to 5 p.m. Call 816-0044 
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IT NEVER HAPPENED. The Tommy rumor was just that—a rumor. 


Tall tales ..... 


but a brief number-crunching session coupled 
with a little common sense instantly disproves 
this. Billy Corgan was born March 17, 1967. 
Had he played the role of an 11- or 12-year-old 
in 1985, he would've already been 18, an out- 
rage even for Hollyweird standards. How and 
why did such a.rumor come up? Barbara 
Mikkelson of urban legend-busting Snopes.com 
writes, “There's something wickedly appealing 
about the notion of a squeaky-clean child star 
going on to become a rock star trading upon 
vivid images of horror and death. Those lovable 
‘TV families were hard enough to live up to with- 
out every character in them being perfect in real 
life as well—we're delighted to hear when one 
of them turns out not to be.” It seéms the real 
Jerry Supiran, whose birthday falls on March 
21, 1973, was yet another target of the TV-tyke- 
turns-bad-boy myth. Contemporary Josh Sa- 
viano, Paul Pfeiffer on "The Wonder Years," put 
up with a similar fallout when the free world 
speculated that he evolved into nightmare rock- 
er Marilyn Manson. 


“Tommy Hilfiger's Racist Slur’ (1996) 

People were up in arms in 1996 when de- 
signer Tommy Hilfiger reportedly appeared 
on a television talk show and said, "If knew 
that blacks and'Asians were going to wear 


my clothes, I would have never designed 
them." Emails as well as verbal admonitions 
to boycott TH products made the rounds, 
sparking an instant Tommy backlash. The 
rage even reached critical mass in the 
Philippines because Hilfiger allegedly 
named several Asian races, particularly Fil- 
ipinos, as belonging to those people who 
didn’t look good in his stuff. Meanwhile, 
those of us who only cared for Ralph Lau- 
ren's take on preppie chic turned the other 
way and yawned. 
‘Anyway, this particular strain of gossip is 
a bit harder to quell since its a marvel of 
non-specificity; no опе can say exactly 
where or when Hilfiger made the com- 
ments. One woman said a friend heard him 
say it on “BET News.” A clerk at Burdines 
said he heard it was on “Ricki Lake.” Several 
modern versions of the rumor even report 
that Tommy Hilfiger made an appearance 
on "The Oprah Winfrey Show" while an ear- 
lier account on Snopes.com said that it was 
on “CNN Style with Elsa Klensch.” Wherev- 
er it began, all parties involved have stead- 
fastly debunked the cybermyth. On Mon- 
day, Jan. 11, 2003, Oprah opened her show 
by stating the following: "The rumor claims 
TALES 


The Newest Shopping Hub 
in the Metro's Next Happening Place 


Over 300 concessionaires offering unique items at rock-bottom prices - 
Fully air-conditioned two-storey complex, for your shopping - Б 
convenience a 
Credit card and ATM services available `` 

Enjoy additional discount during fit-out/ soft opening um until 
November 15 only 

Dine al fresco at the biggest Pier Bar & Grill after 2 at at the 
Ortigas Home Depot and Bazaar Center ^ > 
Free Parking for everyone! 


For inquiries, please call 631-6487, 631-6686, 631-9788 or 721-0734 | 


www. ortigastowncenter. сот 
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By Pam Pastor 


WHO SAYS Christmas is the only time for gen- 
erosity? 

Not the Super! Team, that's for sure, 

This Halloween, we bring to you an event 
that's bound to fill you with warmth and not 
the chills—the Super! Charity Halloween 
Children's Party. 

Today, Oct. 30, head to the Activity Center 
and Playzone of Market! Market! (at Fort Boni- 
facio Global City) from 2 to 5 p.m. and get the 
chance to play big brother or sister to 300 chil- 
dren (12 and under). Special invitations were. 
given out to Junior Inquirer club members. 
Kids of the first 100 shoppers of Market! Mar- 
ket! that day also get to join the event. 

‘One hundred street children from different 
shelters will be brought to the event by the Vince 
Hizon Foundation, Jesus Loves the Little Chil- 
dren Foundation and Bahay Maria Foundation. 

"These kids will all receive Super! loot bags 


With AIG's Value Grocer Program, every P5,000 worth of accumulated grocery charge slips gets you 
‘Coke Trio Pack FREE. Once more, AIG quenches your thirst for shopping value and instant rewards. 
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and will enjoy food from McDonald's, Se- 
lecta ice cream, popcorn and cotton candy. 
They can go booth-hopping, have their 
faces painted, get glitter tattoos and play 
with McDonald's Grimace and мойнак 
lovable mascot Guyito. There will be yo-yo 
exhibitions, magicians and clowns to keep 
them entertained. Our little partyphiles 
will also get to parade and visit participat- 
ing Market! Market! tenants for Trick or 
‘Treating. McDonald's will also be hosting 
the biggest Halloween celebration for 
kdds—complete with games, raffles and 
prizes. Exciting rewards await little kids 
who will be wearing the best costumes. 

See you there! Be sure to come early—ev- 
erything ison a first come, first served b 

This event was made possible by Supert, 
Junior Inquirer, Market! Market!, McDon- 
ald’, Selecta, Lollipop Safety Balloon Center, 
Sports House and Smarty Toys. For inquiries, 
text Ate Ching at 0921-5925101. 
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15 MINUTES TILL DEATH? William Hung is 
still alive. Groan. 


Tall tales 


From page E3 


that clothing designer Tommy Hilfiger came 
on this show and made racist remarks, and 
that I then kicked him out. I just want to say 
that is not true because it just never hap- 
pened. Tommy Hilfiger has never appeared 
on this show. Read my lips, TOMMY HIL- 
FIGER HAS NEVER APPEARED ON THIS 
SHOW. And all of [the] people who claim 
that they saw it, they heard it—it never hap- 
pened. Гуе never even met Tommy F 
figer.” Оп Tommy.com, Tommy Hilfigers 
statement regarding the Internet backtalk is 
supported by the Anti-Defamation League 
who said, “We have concluded that these ru- 
mors are completely false, and itis apparent. 
that you never made the statements at- 
tributed to you, nor did you appear on The 
Oprah Winfrey Show." 

Stereotyping Hilfiger as a racist asshat is 
unfortunate because in 1995, Hilfiger was 
named Menswear Designer of the Year by 
the Council of Fashion Designers of Ameri- 
са. From there he’s gone nowhere but up. 
Mikkelson says there's another likely expla- 
nation that must also be considered. “As Hil- 
figer's clothing became more and more pop- 
ular, it increasingly became a target for the 
Pacific Basin knock-off specialists. Hilfiger's 
statements that people should [avoid] 
Asian or Filipino bootlegs of his clothes be- 
cause cheap copies don't look good on any- 
body could easily have been misheard or 
misunderstood so that they were later re- 
membered as statements to the effect that 
Asians or Filipinos themselves should not 
wear Hilfiger designs as they would make 
his clothes look bad.” So much for the sup- 
posed slamming. E 


“William Hung's Overdose’ (2004) 

In mid-July this year, people with zero 
tolerance for crap threw victory partiés 
when buzz hit that buck-toothed “American 
Idol” reject William Hung died of an “inten- 
tional” heroin overdose, “The announcé- 
ment of his death sent shockwaves to the 
tens of people who still found him funny,” 
Brokennewz.com's Robert Krupto stated. 
The Las Vegas police apparently released 
part of his suicide note that read, "I have йо 
reason of living... my art which is my impor- 
tance to the best everybody laugh to..::1 
make end here... goodbye world of cruel? 
Inasmuch as I nearly saw spots laughing at 
that news flash, I also couldn't help but Feel 
sorry for the Hungster, a person who looks 
like he got beaten with a whole forest of ug- 
ly sticks. So I did what any self-respecting 
email forwarder would do before forward- 
ing emails: 1 Googled for the truth. 

What I discovered though cast a dark cloud 
over meand made me cry buckets in disbelief; 
it was a sham! The Hung story was yet anoth- 
er case ofa celebrity's demise being attributed 
to a heroin overdose even though the "victim" 
was still very much alive. The article that 
prompted the rumor was published on July 
13, 2004 on “Broken Newz,” a satire news 
and entertainment site whose disclaimer ad- 
vises that “stories listed on this site are not re- 
al,” Several clues revealed that the William 
Hung "death" piece was meant to be humor- 
ous (e.g. the "intentional" overdose; “tens of 
people” still found him funny, etc). Si 
then, Hung and members of his family have 
issued statements dismissing the spoof. T 
should've known better, but you can't blame a 
guy for hoping, right? Rats 


My pearls about urban legends 

‘As proven by the popularity of main- 
stream movies and Discovery Channel 
shows on the topic, urban legends are more 
entertaining if you believe them than if you 
merely listen to them. But then again, gulli- 
bility is perfect in moderation, Never bank 
on anything and you'll be called a no-fun 
tightass. Believe in everything and you're an 
exploitable sucker with Slurpee for brains. 
Just to set it straight, posting something on 
the Web is like scribbling something on a 
‘public washroom's walls. Taking them seri- 
ously involves trusting at your own risk. 


FACT-CHECKING comes before forwarding: 
even In the dictionary. 


М 
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By Tim Tayag 


USED to love Halloween 
I when I was a kid because of 

all the candies I got. I lived 
in a village full of Americans 
from the military base (go G-I. 
Joe!) so I got all the name brand 
candies—Kitkat, Milky Way, 
Watchamacallit, 3 Musketeers, 
and the list goes on and on. This 
жаз a time when 


don't have the “rocks” that she's got. Then I 
thought of just being.a walking skeleton but 
Paolo Santos beat me to it. Then, I tried to 
look like Lance Armstrong by wearing cy- 
dling shorts with a marble hanging out from 
the side of it. But 1 thought the cancer soci- 
ety might give me a hard time for it. 

So finally 1 came up with the worst 
nightmare for all single men. I thought of 
dressing up as a pregnancy test kit with a 
positive result. But then no clinic would 
have that prop for me. Some group cos- 
tumes I came up with are: the Village 


People (cowboy, Indian, police officer, 
sailor, and construction worker... wait, is 
it the Hagibis?), rugby boys (just wear 
rags and sniff plastic bags), and the 
spookiest bunch that comes out after 
midnight—Master Showman talents 
(just wear ugly makeup and ugly clothes 
then sing and dance bad). I'm still trying 
to come up with an outfit up to now. 
Some adults don't like wearing costumes 
on Halloween. I say to them “Where's your 
spirit of fun? You've killed the kid inside of 
you! Humbug!” Halloween is the perfect 


excuse to come out of the closet... with 
your creativity (got youl). Any other night 
you'd be called a freak, a queer, a drag 
Queen and get kicked out of your parents! 
house, But for one night, you're all right. 

So don't miss out on Halloween. 
Take advantage of the celebration and 
let out that inner freak in you. But if 
you do miss it, you can always go to 
Malate where every night is Hal- 
loween. Remember kids, don't take 
candies from strangers. Let them intro- 
duce themselves first. 


most people 
could only get 
hold of the local 
bottom-of-the- 
barrel Соуа 
chocolate, so my 
friends and I felt 
we were in a 
gold mine 
(pimpin' music 
here). 

Each Halloween 
night after we made 
our rounds in all the 
streets, my friends 
and 1 would sit down 
and do an inventory. 
Then we would play 
“candy poker" where 
the younger ones usu- 
ally ended up with 
the crappy candy 
(like the one shaped 
liked a fang and tast- 
ed like wax) and the 
older kids got the pre- 
mium stuff (like To- 
blerone, which 1 con- 
sidered the Mercedes 
of candy). The whole 
week, all we ate were 
candies—candy with 
rice, candy sandwich, 
candy with ice cream, 
soup candy, and ba- 
goong-dipped candy. 
Okay, maybe 1 was 
notthe last one, 

Of course, the oth- 
er big deal about Hal- 
loween was the cos- 
tume. I wore most of 
the classics: Super- 
man (may he rest in. 
peace) with the bag- 
gy pants, Zorro with 
the tight pants, Lone 
Ranger with the tight 
mask, Tonto with the 
tight ponytail, etc. 1 
did the stint for sev- 
eral years until 1 felt 1 
was a little too old to 
be wearing such out- 
fits. 

T think most kids go 
through that stage dur- 
ing puberty You dont 
want people to say 
“Uh... arerit you too 
old to be a bunny rab- 
bit... with a mustache 
(more like peach fuzz 
really)?” But then once 
you've established your 
sexuality (usually 
around your 305) its 
cool to wear costumes 
again, Like now. 

Deciding what cos- 
tume to wear can be 
hard. Either you go all 
outor don'tdo itat all. 
You hope you have 
friends who are also 
into it, because you 
would look stupid if 
you showed up in, say, 
a catwoman or cat 
man outfit (hmm: 
not a bad idea) while 
everybody else wore 
regular clothes. In 
that case you can just 
yell out "Isa surprise 
costume ралу!” 
then run home crying. 

1 toyed with a 
bunch of costume 
ideas but most ofthem 
didn't work. First T 
thought of wearing a 
Jacket to cover my 
head so 1 would look 
headless and if people 
asked me who 1 was Pd 
say "Tm Angelo dela 
Cruz if we didn't pull 
ош the troops.” A 
friend told me it might 
be in bad taste. So T 
thought of something 
scarier, like J. Lo with- 
out makeup. But I 
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By Denise Laurel 


my first gig on local TY, I was incredibly“ 

thrilled. So imagine my surprise when 1... 
passed the audition for a role in a new MTV 
Asia show called Rouge. I was ecstatic—my 
family had to deal with my shrieks and” 
screams for days. 

Of course, getting the role meant I had to 
leave the comforts of my real home and my 
home on the set of Click. But I was excited to 
experience new and bigger things and as it 
turned out, Ididn't even have to wait long. 

Within a week of finding out that I got the 
role, Mariel Rodriguez and I flew to Singa- 
pore to get started on production. There, we 
learned that we were going to work with 
some heavyweights, Prior to filming Rouge, 
Гуе kept a low profile in local show biz and so 
has Mariel, who, at that time, was just con- 
centrating ой commercials. In contrast, Pierre 
Png, who plays Hong (our version of Bosley), 


К always loved performing. When I got 
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Jericho Rosales 
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"Like a Virgin" by Madonna. 
“But only when all us girls 
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Arnis sticks (she actually knows 
how to use em!) 
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My boyfriend 
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My All” by Mariah Carey’ =, 


“4 wanna be dressed asa real guy, 
complete with a mustache!” 
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[ways eating before sleeping 


wad E 


Fighting footwear of choice 
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n. "i think its very cl 


Character you'd love to play |: 
È js Jenging. 


“Because I’m always playing the villain! 

Except in Rouge, of course... 
Rogue ("...because everyone keeps 
mispronouncing it anyway”) 


|, Ifyou were to rename the 
‚ band Rouge, what would 
| you call it 


| 

lubber, spandex, or "Span e had a bad ex- 
| leather? ^ perience with rubber and 
TT 


Rainbow Babies, “At least, 
that’s what my character says 
onthe show...” 


Lepage vcore 


Spandex! 
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By David Milan 


VNC, the latest Asian shoe sensation to hit 
Manila, recently had a fashion show at Tem- 
ple Bar that featured iconic women dressed 
up by young avant-garde designers like Ivar- 
luski Aseron, Louis Claparols,and Kate Torral- 
ba. Fatally Femme's Amanda Griffin, Bianca 
Zobel and Celine Gabriel made sure the girls 
had an absolutely fabulous time, And why 
not? There were overflowing booze and a 
‘whole new line of shoes. 

Shoe fetishes, attack! 


GINA Chou and Fatally Femme’s Amanda 
Griffin 


yi 


IARTA Araneta In Louis Claparols EVITA by Ivarluskl Aseron HOST Lexy Schulze JACKIE О, Isabella Estrella in a Kate Torralba 


x 


; BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


"v TK mmt eee 


ае 


ee 


DENISE says, "Here's where we become 
space-age movie stars!” 


is a matinee idol in Singapore. Dozens of fans 
follow him wherever we go. And I can't help 
but look up to our special guest star, Deanna 
'Yusoff from Malaysia, who is also a famous 
and incredibly talented celebrity in her coun- 
tuy. 

Naturally, I had thought they would be 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3072004 | w 


standoffish. But was I pleased to be wrong. 
Pierre, Deanna, and the other stars we 
‘worked with were all incredibly nice, and 
wacky, tool Pierre made funny faces during 
takes when the camera wasn't on him, which 
made us mess up our lines all the time. 

However, I am a professional; so as much 
as ГА love to paint you a picture of how fun 
and cool the whole experience was, the truth 
is that, while the cast and crew had loads of 
fun, wealso suffered seemingly endless work- 
ing days. We worked long hours on location 
and we always had to run off to fit our cos- 
tumes or have our makeup done. We had to 
change our hairstyle (1 totally changed my 
look!) for the show, we had to go through a 
strenuous boot camp, and we had to learn 
how to speak with different accents. After all, 
‘we were supposed to play martial arts experts 
with incredibly high Юз! 

Despite being stuck at work every single 
day for nearly six months, I loved every mo- 
ment of it and I wouldn't have it any other 
жау. As I write this, Гуе seen only the first 
episode, but Fm not about to seize the MTV 
offices and demand to see the rest of the 
tapes. Гуе got all the scenes I want replayed 


Каин bead MARIEL, Denise, Pierre, Desiree and Veronica on their way to board the Rouge 


jet 


E love action heroines. They get down and be- 
come dirty, they kick ass, and they still look 
great doing it. Enter the ladies of Rouge, 

IV's new action series featuring four crime-fighting se- 
|: spies moonlighting as rock stars in a band also 

[пей Rouge. Think of them as a darker and rougher 

sion of Josie and the Pussycats, except they're all 

lans. In fact, two of the lead stars are Filipinos, giving 
another reason to cheer and do flying kicks" ^ 

imple and unassuming, the two Filipina stars of 

пе, Denise Laurel and Mariel Rodriguez, are not your 

ical international stars. Denise takes a cab to shuttle 
hween tapings and photo shoots; Mariel rushes to her 
srviews after long days of classes at the De La Salle 
versity, On the show, they display their martial arts 
and they get to wear sexy and sassy costumes all 
е, Super! sat them down for a face-off to see 

h one was wittier and naughtier! a 

Rouge, which is presented by leading watch, accessory 

1 apparel label Fossil, airs every Thursday at 8:30 

h., with replays on Saturdays at 1:30 p.m. and Tues- 

sat 12 a.m. on МТУ UHF Channel 41. 
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Oh caption my cantion! 


Text by Gino de la Paz board duo. One of you ended up at Don't forget to present a valid photo 
the top of the heap, however, since his ID when claiming your prize, Russell 
НАТ has four legs, lucra- wordplay had the right amount of Before we forget, here's a roll call 
tive endorsements and mischief mixed in with a staggering of the other sharp ones that made our 
flies? Jericho and Piolo! sense of originality. Congratulations, day: 
Those two were the main attractions Russell Lavapiel Your witty word wiz- 
in last week's caption contest which, ardry made you the Super! caption Sarah & Bea trust only Charmeet 
we have to say, was trickier than usu- genius of the week! -Sender: Melvin Campo 
al. Despite the stumper, мете ex. То find out what you won, please; Sayaw Kikay! 
tremely proud that all of you rose to call our Marketing Department at 897- -Sender: Fatimah Imam 
the challenge and sent in your theo- 8808 and ask for the lovely Ching. tiis! 
ries regarding the mysterious i2i bill -paidin 
Don Alcantara 
Oh, tukso! Layuan 


moako... 


-Sender: 
в LibEinst | Winning caption: 
mmmm. Mus- Н 
delicious The bicepsuals 
“sender: || Sender: Russell Lavapie 
CynthiaNable “=== 
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a G 1 xi Ё costumes and a 
fondness for 
light-hearted, 

| PG-13 fun. This 
Halloween. 
weekend, 
Super! would 
like you to meet 
Sen, Jamby 
Madrigal. What 
could be 
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thought that 
CLASSICS somewhere, 


somehow, she 
could end up as 
this week’s 
q challenge? 
Well, we can’t 
read your 
minds so you 
have to spell it 
out for us 
| through your 
| captions! As 
always, we will, 
| judge them 
y based on wit, 
TS s. un 4 economy and 
" ^ tasteful 
THE MOST ENCHANTING STORIES EVER TOLD bravado: 
LIVE ON ICE! (Wink, wink.) 
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Photos by Willy Saw 
UST like the main section of 
the papers, television brings 
forth a whole gamut of de- 
pressing reality based characters 
that make the publics already 
bleak lives even darker. 

Enter Johnny Litton, Tessa Prieto-Valdes 
and Anton San Diego—known for their care- 
free candor and lifestyles that rival that of 
Robin Leach. Johnny hobnobs with the coun- 
ттуз elite on a daily basis, Tessa party hops 
with the stylish set while Anton maintains 
links with his exclusive circles that social aspi- 
rants would salivate over. On the surface, 
their newspaper columns and glossy maga- 
zine pages chronicle a world where air kisses 
re blown and champagne clinks reign. 

OF course that is not their end all, be all. 
ллу in truth is an old world gentleman 
whose contribution to the film distribution in- 
dustry is unparalleled. Tessa beneath the 
feathers and the flowers is truly about women 
#mpowerment, and Anton, all agog with fash- 


оп; ала brands, is a staunch advocate of the: 


Pinoy achiever in the global arena. 

With their new show, "Look Who's Talk- 
ing,” the terrific trio provides the public a key 
hole to peek into what's happening within the 
halls of power in the Philippines. Escapist en- 
féhtainment? Entertainment nonetheless. In a 
‘country like ours, a balance between the neg- 
‘ative and the positive is part and parcel of a 
democratic society. 


Without batting an eyelash 

.. More than just showcasing the lifestyles of 
ihe rich and the famous, this new АВС 5 show 
hopes to feature the people who have faith in 
our country, from investors to tycoons and 
other people of great influence. 

Thad lunch with the trio, and noticed that 
our beloved palangga was missing. His seg- 
ment on social behavior was one of the most 
awaited parts of the now defunct "Oh No Its 
Johnny" during its heyday. It turns out, as 
Johnny and the producers said, that Maurice 
Arcache did not fit the show's new format. 
$A spotted Maurice Arcache one night at Nu- 
Votand asked him if he had any ill feelings to- 
‘wards his colleagues about the casting of the 
new show. Without batting an eyelash, he 
smiled and said, "You know what? How can I 
be mad with my dearest, three good friends:1 
wish them all the best. That's the best thing I 
can say to them.” 

Т asked Moe Moe what his plans are, and 
with a cheerful disposition, he winked at me. 
“Well, you know—you close one chapter and 
you open a new chapter. There are one or two 
offers—oh I shouldn't have said that. But let's 
leave itat that.” 

7 For this Super! exclusive Halloween shoot, 
Sie transform ће “Look Who's Talking" trio 
into horror's most well loved family. 

‘Tim Yap: What will set this show apart 
from all the other shows? 

‘Tessa Prieto-Valdes: I think its really the 
combination of us three. There's never been a 
show that had three most diversified styles of 
hosting. Each brings an element that is a com- 
bination of a day show, a local show like F and 
then a little bit of the The Buzz. We have some 
entertainment and also things that have nev- 
erbeen in local television. 

“Anton San Diego: All of us have had differ- 
ent experiences in working places and I think 
that’s our forte that we will bring to the show. 
Bach of us have our own abilities. 

‘Johnny Litton: Well, because of the differ- 
ent ages and different persuasions, we actual- 
ly complement one another immensely. 1 
bring in the older group, the chairman of the 
board, the mature, the business group. Tessa's 
able to penetrate like the Bench events, Anton 
goes to Hong Kong and covers the Tatler Ball. 
T bring in the president of BMW. We interview 
Francis Lumen. Its a beautiful collection. And 
no one has ever done that before. And with- 
out sounding to be mayabang the three of us 
can open doors that normally would not be 
accessible to other TV shows. 

TY: How do you guys react when people 
say that you are elitist? 
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By Tim Yap 
Photos by Monique Villonco 


"WHO is he?" 

Jt has been close to two decades 
since the veritable queen of Kitty and 
all things timely (that's Virgie Ramos 
to all of us) discovered a young Mikee 
Cojuangco to pitch for hip Swiss watch 
maker Swatch. 

Forward to 2004. Meet Matteo Fernan 
Guidicelli—entering your households 
faster than a speeding bullet. As the lat- 
est Swatch-buckling endorser, Matteo 
drives the pulse of His audience to fever 
pitch. From teen-something girls to ty- 
something matrons, he drives them 
wild. Drive being the operative word, as 
Matteo is the youngest and most accom- 
plished karting champion in the country. 

Here are some stats. He is number 
one in the Philippines, ranked number 
two in Asia, and 26th in Europe. At his 
ripe old age of 14 years, he already has 
the makings of a world class racer. 

Over dinner at Pepato, we chat up 
about how he juggles school and work 
and play altogether. He reminds me of 
а young Gabby Concepcion meets JC 
Bonnin, but with a little more inno- 
cence and meekness. His manager Joji 
Dingcong saw him at a launch of Pen- 
shoppe (of which he is one of the new 
image models) and immediately saw 
the vast potential of this charmer, 

Of Italian and Filipino parentage, 
Matteo just moved to Manila from Ce- 
bu. His family moved here just to sup- 
port his racing. He seems really close to 
his family as most of our dinner conver- 
sation revolved around these important 
people in his Ше. There is something so 
solid about this boy that I predict he will 
handle success with great stability. 

Aside from his Swatch-ability, he is 
also one of our new brothers in the Ad- 
dict family, endorsing Addict pre-paid, 
to be launched today at the NBC Tent 
and tomorrow in Boracay. He won't be 
in the beach though, as he has a race to 
attend. (We also have a full story on 
him in 2bu’s Fast Lane issue this 
Wednesday.) For now, he speeds up to 
sign in our Super! guest book, just in 
Swatch time for the start of the sea- 
son—the Matteo season. 

The thing about fame is that the 
ride is fun when you're there, but you 
have to keep your feet on the ground. 

The thing I love most about what I 
dois the speed. 

People might be surprised to 
know that I'm very protective of my 
sister and no one can go near her with- 
out my approval. 

The most important thing I've ev- 
er learned is to not look back when 
you're ahead of the pack. One time in a 
Tace I was always looking back then 
the person behind me overtook be- 
cause 1 wasn't focused on whats 
ahead. This also applies in other as- 
pects of my life. 

T wish when I started off Pd been 
told that sometimes people take ad- 
vantage of you and that you should 
look out for yourself. 

‘The worst thing that ever happened 
to me was I lost a whole race because I 
was 100 grams underweight, that’s less 
than the weight ofa glass of water. 

‘And what taught this to me was to 
always double check everything I do. 
Don't take anything for granted. 

The happiest moment of my life 
was when I got my first endorsement 
deal. [never thought I'd be a model for 
anything. It’s really cool. And I get 
loads of free stuffas well. 

Ten years from now, I wish to be 
racing ЕТИ! 

‘The secret to happiness is to enjoy 
ше, 

Му best ever outfit consisted of a 
personalized pair of jeans that my cousin. 


He's a karting 
champion,a 
mobile 
service and 
clothing line 
endorser 
and the new 
Swatch 
man—and 


he's only 14 


Kate Torralba made for 
me complete with racing 
accents and sponsor 
patches. 

My Super! Saturday 
night consists of a house 
party with all my friends, no 
parents and partying like the 
night never ends!!! 

The soundtrack to my life 
would include hip-hop, RB and 
Rap. 

If I were invisible for a day, I 
would check out the hottest teen girl 
ever alive. 

The thing that makes me most an- 
gry is people talking behind my back. 

If was the most powerful person 
on earth, I would make the Philip- 

ines the richest, the most hi-tech, the 
most everything country in the world. 

The best thing about family is that 
they are always there for you and 
whenever you need them you can 
count on them. 

When Pm gone, they'll probably 
say "That Matteo was fast!” 

If money were no option, I would 
stop the corruption in the Philippines 
by giving money to honest people and. 
making the country better. And I 
would be living in a nice house in the. 
beach with everything I could ever ask 
for with equally nice houses for my 
family right next door. 

When I retire, I would like to carry 
on the Guidicelli family and teach 
them to follow thelr own dreams and 
"be successful in life. 

‘The world would be a much better 
place if there was peace and everyone 
is cool friends with everyone else. 

My hero is Shumi. 

The thing that makes 
my life worth living is 
the knowledge that 1am 
passionate about what T 
do—my racing, model- 
ing, school and livi 
life. 

My greatest hope 
for the future is for 
me to be in F1 and for 
my whole family and 
everyone to have a long 
and happy life. 
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Tessa and Anton! 


From page GI 


ASD: IPs a matter of perception and 
1 guess people are entitled to their own 
opinion about it. But once you get to 
know the individuals, as in everything 
in Ме, it changes. I guess the way we 
were brought up is totally different 
from some people but in the end we're 
all the same, I's nota big deal. 

‘TPV: In this show, our main goal is 
entertainment and your viewing 
pleasure. It’s something to watch on 
‘Wednesdays so you will sleep tight 
despite all these negative things hap- 
pening . Thats the message we really 
want to convey. It has nothing to do 
with elitism, 

JL: In addition, just because there's 
a flood, it doesn't mean all shows 
must be about the flood . Ours is an 
alternative viewing pleasure. We will 
present people who will build better 
dams. We should always have enter- 
tainment because we are entertain- 
ers, Investigation and corruption, 
that's news. And just because we have 
an economic crisis doesn’t mean we 
have to bring crisis at 10 o'clock at 
night on Wednesdays. In other words, 
we present an alternative. We are giv- 
ing the audience a choice. We are not 
competing with any other similar 
show because there's none. It's a dif- 
ferent kind of show. The only pre- 
dictable thing in our show is that you 
cannot predict what will happen. You 
don't know what's gonna happen in 
the next show and that's what makes 
ic so unique. The chemistry between 


the three of us is very visible on the 


screen. 
TY: Will Maurice guest on the 
show? 
JL: Yes, of course, like in the press 


SENSATIONAL SOCIETY SCRIBES. From the papers to your TV screens 


launch, we invited him. Maurice will 
be part of Philippine television. We've 
been together for 13 years. You don't 
erase that. 

‘ASD: We love Maurice, 

JL: The thing is this is a completely 
different show. I доп" even have a 
monologue. However, I would like to 
have a monologue. But it's not part of 
the design of the show. Its like you 
design a house, it's for entertaining 
and the other one is for a big living 
room. But for this particular show de- 
signed by the producer, unfortunately 
there wasn’t a segment that was ideal 
for his talents—social manners, trav- 
eling, and style. Here its no mono- 
Jogues, 

TPV: Almost the whole show, the 
three-fourths of itis outside. Its in the 
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LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS. Anton San Diego as Gomez, Tessa Prieto- 
Valdes as Morticia and Johnny Litton as Fester 


field. We just do безго or the nar- 
ration. 

TY: How do you feel when people 
say that society doesn’t have rele- 
vance these days and that there are 
only 500 (or less) of the same peo- 
ple moving around it ? 

ASD: Society is a whole spectrum, 
It was different in the '50s and the 
"605. Society now has evolved into the 
young, the new establishments, the 
“te? girls, whatever label is attached 
to it. It actualy is composed of a lot of 
people. The whole spectrum is what 
we're trying to target. Wherever you 
live—Ortigas, Forbes, Parahaque, 

TY: How do you feel about the in- 
flux of new magazines tackling soci- 
ey? 

‘ASD: For me, the more, the merri- 
er Its great to have challenges in life. 
Its sad if there's only one. There is 
money to be made and people to en- 
tertain. But everyone has their own 
forte and they focus on that. 

TY: What are the questions 
you've always wanted to ask one 
another? 

‘Tessa (to Johnny): Have you had 
any other hair color other than your 
hair now? Have you tried blonde? 

JL: No, some white hair has been 
growing so I dye it black. Гуе never 
tried to go blonde but Pm open to it. 

JL (to Anton): Anton, with all the tal- 
cents that you have, why are you so shy? 

‘ASD: Well, Lam shy. 

irst, when we invited you to 
do the show, your initial reaction was 
negative, We had to convince you and 
yet you're doing very well. 

ASD: Maybe TV is not my comfort 
zone, Its a step out of the box and I 
am not familiar with it. But if you ask 
me anything about magazines, espe- 
cially my magazine, | would be confi- 
dent to answer anything 

ASD (to Tessa): Why are you so 
weird...oreccentric? + 

TPV: 105 my personality, its my 
outlet, its inborn, is like shopping, 
ies my expression of life! 

TY: Who are your dream subjects 
and interviews? 

ASD: Definitely Tom Ford and 
Oprah, 

JL: Prince Charles, I wanna ask 
him why he thinks the other lady 
(Camilla Parker-Bowles) is better 
than Princess Diana. 

‘Tessa: Imelda! 

TY: So what does “Look Who's 
Talking” stand for? 

JL: Anton's talking, Tessa's talking, 
m talking, We bring events to those 
people who cannot participate, 

Look Who's Talking will premiere 
next Wednesday, Nov. 10 at 10 p.m. on 
ABCS. 
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Typo of music: Hip hop 
Soundtrack of my Ив would Include: 
Fast Car by Tracy Chapman 

Dream collaboration; The Neptune 

1 would lik to volunteer to help any 
charitable organization. My top prlorl- 
ty вап organization that helps the el 
делу. 

This Halloween, I plan: “to go out and 
have a kiling spree. Bwahahaha!!!” 


Type of mus? abstract Hip hop 
Soundtrack of my life would include: 
Nunie's Hiding Place by eQuina 

Dream collaboration: South Border 

1f given tho chance | would Hike to volun- 
tear for an “old people would tako a crap of 
themselves coz their families left them and 
по one would want to tka care of them 
anymore" organization for charity. 

This Halloween, | plan: to stay home and 
play video game 

Xmas wish: forore to just gatuhet 


By Pam Pastor and Tim Yap 


IKE a bag full of all sorts of 

candies from a long night of 

trick or treating, Warner Mu- 
sic’s fresh roster of artists is fun, ex- 
citing and they're waiting to be 
shared. And no, they won't give 
you a toothache. 

There's Kitchie Nadal who bid Mojofly 
goodbye and is determined to pave her own 
way to musical success; Christian Bautista, 
the charming tenor who has become a house- 
hold name; Paolo Santos who can be thanked 
(or blamed?) for the acoustic obsession that 
hit the country, Pido who has been a perma- 
nent fixture in the live band circuit, Nina 
whose powerful vocals have earned her the 
respect of many: Thor, the choir boy turned 
R&B balladeer from Davao, Artstrong, the 
part-Pinoy, part-Japanese hip-hop artist; and 
Dice and K9, who shot to fame with “Itsumo,” 
a song that's bound to stick in your head for 
days. 

On their own, these artists are a livewire 
act; together they are an explosive force. 

You can grab your chance to witness the ex- 
plosion at Warner's Pop Ko "To The All Star, All 
Hits Concert on Nov, 13, 8:30 p.m. at the Folk 
Arts Theater. 

If that’s not enough, you can also bring 
home their music by purchasing Warner Mu- 
зіс All-Star Christmas Collection. Let these 
artists’ new renditions of old favorites like Nat 
King Cole's “The Christmas Song,” Bing Cros- 
bys “Ill Be Home For Christmas,” Whaml's 
“Last Christmas” and “Silent Night” light up 
the coming holidays for you. 

You've heard the music. On these pages, we 
y give you the chance to get to know the people 
4) behind the melodies. 

The All Star Christmas Collection is available 

< Jat Warner Music for P280. Tickets are available 
t major National Bookstore branches, Robin- 
ons Department Store (Malate, Galleria, 

Cavite and Pampanga), Tower Records (Makati 

and Alabang), Music Museum (Virra Mall and 

Greenhills), Ayala Center Inc, Greenbelt 1 

Ticket Booth Cinema Lobby, Glorietta 1 Ticket 

Booth Cinema Lobby and at the Ticket World 

website (www.ticketworld.com.ph). You may 

also call 8919999 for inquiries and reserva- 
tions. 
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Nina 
Тура of mus: Pop, R&B, Acoustic 


Soundtrack: Let's Stay Together 


Dream collaboration: Brian McKnight and 
Mariah Carey 

Iwould like to volunteer to work for a 
charitable Institution that deals with chll- 
dren with cancer. 

This Halloween, | planito celebrate my 
birthday. It falls on halloween. 


ine visteOapourngotheaveny blass- f 
ings in my tte 2 


Artstrong 


‘Type of music: global neo-soul, jazz/hip 
hop, fusion 

Soundtrack: Have Yourself A Merry Little. 
Xmas ("coz | just want to have simple and 
meaningful Xmas") 

Dream collaboration: N.E.R.D., Outkast, 
Eryka Badu 

Charitable organization: charity for the 
refugees at the UN but for now “let me 
handle my bizz" coz | myself feels кеа 
refugee. hehehe... Help| hehe. 

This Halloween, | plan: to go out of town 


to relax in a beach coz | bet It's gonna be f 


hell of a Halloween here in Manila. 


Christian Bautista 
‘Type of music: Pop/Rock 
Soundtrack: When You Say You Love 
Me 

Dream collaboration: Josh Groban 
‘would like to volunteer to: work for 
an orphanage 

This Halloween, | plan: to go with my 
family to the cemetery. That has bean 
our tradition. | pray for the repose of 
the souls of my grandparents and ге- 
member their kindness to me when 
they were stil alive." 

Xmas wish: No more piracy 

ES 


Pido 

Type of music: Pop fusion 
Soundtrack: Deacon Blues (Steely 
Dan) 

Dream collaboration: James Taylor 
would like to volunteer as social 
worker for Unicef 

This Halloween, | plan: to rest and 
spend time with the family. 

Xmas wish: Stop piracy 


Kitchie Nadal 


Type of music: Rock Alternative 
(whatever that means!) 
Soundtrack: The Best Of Queen 
Dream collaboration: Arstrong 
1want to volunteer as а mission- 
ary to Tibet 

Xmas wish: To learn how to be 
selfless this time! 


Type of music: Pop/Rock (Acoustic) 
Soundtrack: Traces Of My Tears 
(Smokey Robinson) 

Dream collaboration: John Mayer 
оп guitar and me singing (put smiley 
logo after) 


| would like to volunteer as a 


guardian for an organization that 
takes care of the environment. 
Parang guardian of nature. 


4] This Halloween, | plan: to lose 


more weight and scare more people. 
Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha Hall!!! 

Xmas wish: That we finally acquire 
world peace f 


Thor 


Type of music: Soul R&B 
Soundtrack: Believe In Me, "Win" 
by Brian Me Knot 

m collaboration: Brian Mo 
Kg. Stevie Wondor, Beyoncé 
Anything for charity, Lam willing 
to volunteer and work for free. 
This Halloween, | plan: to go to 
the cemetery to pay respects to my 
departed loved ones. д 
Xmas wish: Contentment and hay 
piness to ай 
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Purr-fect Gift 
for your SMART Kid! 


SMART 
Simoly Grazing! 


Por DTENCR Permit No. HBS, Series of 2004. 


lonely with this 
purr-fect Hello 
Kitty ensemble 
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Rizk celebrate Hello Kitty's 30th birthday! j 
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By Pam Pastor 
Photos from the book “Fruits” 
by Shoichi Aoki 


HILE some people 
ү 
А donning fangs, 


fake blood and gangrenous 
skin during scary season, 
not everyone desires to look 
unattractive on a night out 
with ghosts and goblins. 
‘And who says you have to be? 
Dressing up for Halloween is not 


. synonymous with being ugly. 


In fact, if you're not normally ad- 
venturous when it comes to fashion, 
now is your time to be. You've got the 
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THE WITCH 
beggar look 


perfect excuse—its Halloween! And “ 


if your outfit is а failure, you can al- 
ways say you intended it to be, 

Dare to wear pieces you wouldn't 
normally wear, put together combina- 
tions you wouldn't normally attempt. 
Raid the nearest ukay-ukay, bring but 
those colorful socks, the crazy shoes, 
the rainbow-colored skirts and the gi- 
ant pants, head off to Gift Gate and 
grab a Hello Kitty accessory or two 
and strut your sassy style. 

‘Take the cue from these Japanese 
fashion popsters. 


Dressing up 

for Halloween 

is not synonymous 
with being ugly 
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This Halloween, I'l dress up as: Lara Croft 
The things that | am most afrald of are: 
Worms, reptiles and... math! 

My scariest experience was when: | took 
ту Math finals! 

Iwill spend my Halloween at: Alabang or 
ata friend's house 

Email me at: cmelanielim@hotmail.com 


jean Decangchon 


‘This Halloween, I'll dress up as: А dark an- 


gall 
The thing that am most afraid of 
dark 


My scariest experience is whenever: | fin- 


ish watching horror movies 
Iwill spend my Halloween at: Cream 
Email me at: jeanie_d10@yahoo.com 


Jayson Tan 

This Halloween, I'l dress up as: Eddie Gil 
The thing that am mast afraid of s: Los- 
ing my giritriend, my family and friends 
My scariest experience was when: | sawa 
long-haired guy roaming around our house 
{will spend my Halloween at: Home 
Email me at: jaysontan@hotmall.com 


Nikita Sambile 


This Halloween, I'll dress up as: Tinkerbell 
The things that | am most afraid of are: 
Reptiles and rats 

My scariest experience was when: | 
thought I saw an image of a guy at my bed- 
тоот window 

| will spend my Hallowe 
friend's Halloween party 
Email me at: nikisambileGyahoo.com 


at: Cream anda 


Jolene Fransisco 


This Halloween, I'l dress up as: One of the 


powerpuft girls 
The thing that am most afraid of is: Too 
much happiness... because depression 
might come after it 


Му scariest experience was when: | stayed 


at my grandparents’ house and felt spirits 
roaming around the hous 

{will spend my Halloween at: Cream 
Email me al: sexyjoe9@hotmall.com 


Egat celebrate Hello Kitty's 30th birthday! 


Tippy Enriquez 
This Halloween, I'll dress up as: A Hed 
Kandi chick! 

‘The things that | am most afraid of are: 
Ghosts 

My scariest experience was when: | felt 
someone touching my neck—but there 
was no one around 

Iwill spend my Halloween in: Baguio 
with my family 

Email me at: ippy_enriquez@ya- 
hoo.com 
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Claudine Baron 

This Halloween, I'l dress up as: Wilma 
Flintstone 

The things that ат most afraid of are: 
Cockroaches! Eew! 

My scariest experience was when: We 
went to the Manila Film Center three 
years ago 

{will spend my Halloween at: 
Home—giving out candies and cream! 
Email me at: claudbaron@yahoo.com 


= : 

Mel Martinez 

This Halloween, ll dross up as: One of 
the "Mean" Girls 

The thing that am most afraid of Is: 
Losing my friends and loved ones 

My scariest experionco was when: (Ac- 
cording to my yaya) I was talking toa 
"ише" friend when | was а kid. 

Email me at: mel martinez@yahoo.com 


They shared Super! 


Michael Alvarez 
This Halloween, PII dress up as: А kick- 
ass pirate 

The things that am most afraid of are: 
Ancestral houses because of the stories 
that surround them, 

My scariest experience was when: | 
imagined | saw a white lady floating in 
the middle of a ricefield when | was on 
my way home from Baguio 

Email me at: mikealvarezxii@ye- 
hoo.com 
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Niño Lucero 

This Halloween, I'll dress up. 
Gluckman А 

The things that ат most afrald of are: 
Bees 

My scariest experience was when: | 
crashed my car into a concrete we 

Twill spend my Halloween at: C-R-E-A- 
MI 

Email me at: lucerroo@yahoo.com 


———— 


Benj Tomwong 

This Halloween, ГЇЇ dross up as: Zo- 
olander 

The things that am most afraid of are: 
Heights 

Му Scariest experionce was when: | al- 
most kileda kid while driving” 
will spend my Halloween at: Cream 
Emall me at: en] tim238@yahoo.com 


KO Spooktacular! * 
Spooktacular! Halloween 


is here, so Super! went 
kitty hunting around 
Manila and found purr- 
fectly smart partyphiles 
getting their costumes 
ready for Halloween. 


scary experiences that 
made their jaws drop and 
eyes pop! What a purr- 
fect season for partying! 
Wanna join us as a super 
friend? Email us at: 
super@inquirer.com.ph 


i 
Elaine Uyecio Lua 

This Halloween, ГИ dress up as: A hot, 
sexy nurse! 

The thing that ат most afrald of is: 
losing my family and friends 

My scariest experience was when: Way 
back in Frida, we were canoeing and an 
aligator popped out of nowhere! 

{will spend my Halloween 
baby! 

Email me at: ely_lu333@yahoo.com 


ream, 


Kakin Santos 

‘This Halloween, I'll dress up as: M-Y- 
S-E-L-F 

The thing that am rhost afraid of is: 
Rage Against the Machine 

My scarlest experienco was when: | al- 
most got Into a car accident 

1 wili spend my Halloween at: Cream 
Email me at: shiva77dirtbag@ya- 
hoo.com 


Purr-fect Design? 


<a 


aen aseo tilt 
ped 


aeg coepit 
enlm sapat 
peret 


rotat Ce 


Perfectly SMARTE? 


3 
р 


ашыш 


REWARDS 


The wild chase is on for Inquirer’s Guyito! 


Look for the specially-marked Guyito entry form in the pages of Inquirer. Cut out, put your name, address and signature. Drop at 
designated drop boxes for a shot at your most wanted rewards! 


Join the fun as Inquirer celebrates 19 exciting years of giving Filipinos no less than balanced news and fearless views. 
Hunt from September 27 to December 14, 2004! 


| Prizes (One winner per item) Grand Prize 

i Toyota Altis 1.65 M/T 

| MONTHLY DRAW 
October Draw 

| IPAQ 21710 + Olympus MJU300 Finepix 2202 + Epson CX5300 

j Printer - 20 GB iPod - Blackberry 7230 + Canon A70 Digicam 

| Novernber Draw 

| 20 GB iPod « HP 4450 Portable Printer « Olympus MJUAOD 

+ Fujipix £402 - Epson CX5300 Printer - Panasonic X400 -. 
Motorola MPX 200 - Motorola C380 


Consolation 

Palm Zire 72 + IPAQ * Olympus 400 - Finepix f401 » Epson 
“Printer” Panasonic X500 « Panasonic X700 + Blackberry 7230 

"Canon A70 Digicam Motorola E398 « Motorola C650 * Motorola 

V3 « 40GB iPod « 20GB iPod Motorola C650 Panasonic X300 

+ Palm Zire 31 • Epson CX5300 Printer * Canon A70 Digicam 


PROMO MECHANICS: 


a) Each copy of the Philippine Daily Inquirer will contain 

a specially-marked coupon featuring Guyito, the 
‚ broadsheet's illustrated carabao Icon, hidden in one of 

the pages. The hidden Guyito will appear in the PDI 
dally from September 27 to December 14, 2004, 
Participant can then cut-out the Guylto coupon, write 
down legibly his/her name, address, contact number 
and affix signature on the blanks provided, and send to 
Philippine Daily Inquirer offices or drop in drop boxes. 
Only original Guyito coupons will be considered valid 
entries. Original coupons are marked with the Guyito 
Wild Hunt promo logo. 
Only one Guyito coupon will be featured in each inquirer 
Issue from Monday to Salurday. There will ba two Guyito 
coupons featured in Inquirer every Sunday. 


Kar Рой EPSON paa 
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d) There are two ways to send entries: 
1. Mail to: 
Guyito Wild Hunt: Inquirer 19th Anniversary Promo 
clo PDI Building Don Chino Roces Avenue, 
Comer Yague and Mascardo Streets, Makati City 
. Drop in drop boxes located at the following: 
Robinsons Movieworld cinema lobbies (all branches) 
Glorietta Mall 
Glorietta 1 Cinema Lobby 
Glorietta 4 Cinema Lobby 
Greenbell 1 Cinema Lobby 
Greenbelt 1 Mall 
Greenbelt 3 Customer Service 
Greenbelt 3 Cinema Lobby 
Alabang Town Center Mall 
‘Alabang Town Center Cinema Lobby 
‘Ayala Center Cebu Mall 
‘Ayala Center Cebu Cinema Lobby 
Netopia (all branches) 
LBC (all branches) 

6) For the monthly draws, deadline of entries are on October 
17 and November 17. Monthly winners will be drawn on 
October 22 and November 22, 3pm, at the Philippine Daily 
Inquirer head office. Winners will be notified thru a phone 
call and registered тай! from a Philippine Daily inquirer 
representative. Non-winning entries per draw will be included 
in the succeeding draws. The list of monthly winners will be 
published within two weeks after the draw. 

Deadline of entries for the grand draw is on December 14. 
Mailed-in entries must be received by December 17. Grand 
draw and consolation prize winners will be drawn on 
December 21, 2004 at 12nn. Grand prize winner will win a 
brand new Toyota Altis. 

A winner can only win once per draw. If a name gets drawn 
more than once, he/she gets the prize of higher value. Prize 
categories are: monthly prize, consolation prize, and grand prize. 


Panasonic 
ideas for tifo 


Eh FUJIFILM 


h) All winners below 18 years of age need to be with their legal 
guardian to claim prize. Both the minor and the parenUguardian 
should present valid identification. The latter should also į 
present proof that he/she is the legal guardian of the minar. 

i) Prizes are transferable but not convertible to cash. : 

J) For more questions call Ms. Ching dela Cruz of Inquirer's 
Marketing Department at 897-8808 loc 237. : 

к) Metro Manila winners may claim their prizes at the Philippine ; 
Daily Inquirer office at the Philippine Daily Inquirer Bullding, , 
Chino Roces Avenue (Pasong Tamo) corner Yague and : 
Mascardo Sts., Макай City. Provincial winners may claim ; 
their prizes at the nearest Inquirer office indicated on the + 
registered mail. Winners may claim their prize from October 18. | 
All winners must present the following to an authorized : 
Philippine Daily Inquirer representati 

(1) Two valid IDs with complete real name, picture and 
correct address. Photocopies of any of the two documents. 
.e. birth certificate, marriage contract, SSS ID, drivers 
license, school ID and/or passport) should be submitted 
upon claiming of prize. 
(2) Registered mail that the Philippine Daily Inquirer sent to 
the winner of the Guyito Wild Hunt raffie draw. 
(8) Representative's valid identification and authorization 
letter from the winner (if prize Is claimed through а 
representative) 

m) Ali prizes must be claimed within sixty (60) days from receipt 
of notification сай and registered mail (whichever comes last) 
from an authorized Philippine Dally Inquirer representative. 

n) All unclaimed prizes after the said date shall be forfeited in 
favor of PDI with prior DTI approval. 


PROMO EXCLUSION: 


All employees of Philippine Daily Inquirer, Harrison 
Communications and thelr relatives up to second degree of 
consanguinity or affinity are not eligible to join the promo. 
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Think—for 


By Marge C. Enriquez 


HEN I am worn out by the pres- 

sures and charades of this world, I 

hie off to Madhuban, or “Forest of 
Honey,” in a hill station in Rajasthan, India, to 
give myself space. The people there have a 
true sense of themselves. Their words and 
deeds mirror the best of their souls. There is 
no line between their public and private per- 
sonas; nor do they put on different selves for 
different companies, Their values are reflect- 
ей in their daily speech and activity. 

Опе ofthe residents and lecturers who have 
always inspired me is Denise Lawrence, 
British-born communicator and author of a 
course for self-growth, the Diploma in Educa- 
tion in Values and Spirituality. The modules are 
based on her insights gained from the teach- 
ings of the Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual 
University, an NGO affliated with the United 
Nations. Last issue, Elan wrote about main- 
taining integrity in relationships without act- 
ing or sounding holier-than-thou, based on our 


.. interviews with Lawrence. Some readers have 


asked for more. 


Disturbing process 

Back in Manila from my latest trip, friends 
updated me on current world news. As the 
conversations deepened, they lamented such 
matters as the travails of doing business, the 
corruption that went all the way up the bu 
reaucracy, controversies in society, and the 
quality of information presented in media 
‘They concluded that the pathietic state of the 
world today is due to our lackof values. 

My conversations with Lawrence came to 
mind. 1 believe that media has a role in mak- 
ing people think and helping them set the 
agenda in values formation. To develop our 
values and defend them, she said, we have to 
take a good look at ourselves. In the values 
course that she designed, students keep track 
of the depth and quality of their thoughts by 
writing about and evaluating these thoughts 
every week in a manual of personal progress. 

“Basically, it brings you face to face with 
yourself,” Lawrence said. “It can be disturb- 
ing, because normally people just don’t face 
their issues or do what it takes to come to 
terms with themselves. Its a way of bringing 
it all up and say, ‘Hey look at yourself? Most 
people are not deep, but I want them to go 
deep. I know that people do have opinions 
about issues... and its everybody's right, but 
they have to back up those opinions. I'd like 
them to learn the difference between having a 
considered opinion-and expressing a preju- 
dice and preconception.” 


Provoke them 

How can one convince people to think, 
when they are preoccupied with narcissistic 
pursuits and gossip? 


“You provoke them," she replied. “Every- 


a change 


one has experienced difficulties. Everyone 
has been betrayed, everyone has lied, been 
afraid, yet they don't have the vocabulary for 
it. Once you start pushing them, some natu- 
rally break down: others get angry. A space is 
created which says Чез okay. Let's go through 
this and come out the other side.’ People get 
їп touch with their emotions, with their pain, 
with their ego defenses—and grow.” 

The thrust of Elan is to deliver serious, 
thoughtful and quality articles. It sets itself 
apart, not so much with a reportage on the 
concerns of the elite as with the simplicity and 
sobriety of the contents. Generally speaking, 
when media makes people think, there is re- 
sistance. Comedian Steve Martin even joked 
about it once during the Oscar Awards rites. 
For so long, media has been associated with 
sensationalism or mindless pursuits. 

believe that today's readers are finally de- 
manding substantial information that will 


relatives whose ways and views they've ac- 
quired,” she said. “Once they start thinking 
deeply, they will realize a lot of things they 
may not want to realize, such as hypocrisy, 
prejudice and vices in the world—that they 
have become enmeshed in these. They will 
have to pull themselves out of it, and its not 
so easy. They will have to start working on 
themselves. They have to emerge from self- 
deception and that's painful for a person.” 


No laughing matter 

Nowadays it has become fashionable to 
broadcast one's superficiality. Lawrence 
laughed it off as self-deception. “The pain of 
coming clean with one's self is great. If you 
claim you are fluffy, you are defaming your- 
self. You are denying your validity and values 
by not developing your intellectual and cul- 
tural skills. Making yourself superficial is very 
painful for the soul.” 

Time will come, she said, when these peo- 
ple will be confronted by aging or by some se- 
rious ailment, and they will find themselves 
alone. “They will have no inner resources to 
deal with themselves, sorthiey will feel void. 
Its like being on drugs. They are dissociated 
from their essential self; this is suicide.” 

Lawrence said journal writing teaches peo- 
ple to articulate, so that when somebody ar- 
gues with them or challenges their values, 
they can defend these. 

“People don’t just change and become bet- 
ter. Thats a cliché,” says Lawrence. “The ob- 
jective is to give people tools with which to 
‘conduct themselves and live their lives the 
way they want, and take responsibility for 
who they are and what they are doing. It 
teaches people to interact with others on a 
level of integrity” 
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“A person who proclaims he is content with shallow 
pursuits is being dissociated from his essential self; 
this is suicide.’ 
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In Perfect Harmony. 


Add a dash of LEA & PERRINS to your catsup 
(and give your dip a rich, new twist.) 


Also available in the market 
From the makers of LEA & PERRIN: 


HP BBQ Sauce 
HP Chilli Sauce 
HP Original Sauce 
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ing of thrones 


By Meluchi A. Rivera 
Contributor 


thing, what do you find? If its anywhere in Asia, 
chances are, the room's piéce de resistance will 
not be the cliché sunken whirlpool bath, but a Neor- 
est, a small, deceptively simple but ultra high-tech 
wash closet designed for every big shot worth his salt 

Call it the king of thrones. Or a throne fit for a 
king, As йз maker, the Japan-based Toto likes to 
crow, the sleek, low, Neorest is the ultimate toilet, 
with patented features that makes it way off the 
scale, as luxurious bathroom fixtures go. 

Consider its array of electronic gadgetry: motion 
sensors that cue the lid to open and shut, a quiet but 
powerful multi-sequential Tornado flushing system, 
an automatic deodorizer, an adjustable self-clean- 
ing bidet, and a warm air dryer. This last one ren- 
ders toilet paper virtually obsolete! 

‘And for those who don't relish the feel of cold ce- 
таті against their delicate tushies, the Neorest 
thoughtfully incorporates seat heaters. All features 
can be controlled via an accompanying LCD panel 
orwireless remote. 

Of course the price is also way off the scale: 
P250,000 for this single bathroom fixture, enough 
money to furnish many a Filipino middle-class fami- 
ўуз entire home. Yasuyuki "Keith" Saito, president for 
Philippine operations, admits that the company does 
not foresee much demand for the Neorest. But they 
are offering it locally alongside Toto's regular range 
of bathroom fixtures. "The Neorest is our flagship 
product; a symbol of Toto's commitment, not just to 
cutting-edge technology, but really to the more basic 
needs of comfort and cleanliness," he says. 


I FYOU visit the bathroom of a man who has every- 


Comfort room. 

Saito notes that Filipinos have it right when they re- 
ferto the toilet as the "comfort room." He explains: "It 
should be a place that is clean and bright, a source of 
comfort and pride to the homeowner" He notes that 
in his home country, the toilet used to be a "secret" 
place at the back of the house and was often dark and 
diny The tuming point came in the 1960s, when 
‘Western-style bathroom fixtures were introduced to 
the average Japanese consumer. Now, Saito reveals, 
“about five percent" of the total constriction cost of a 
house in Japan goes to building the bathroom. 


For the local market, Toto's regular line includes 
the Artemis, Magnifica, Superior, Essential and 
Prominence line of wash closets, which are (rela- 
tively) more affordable, although still considered 
high-end, products, retailing from P16,000 to 
P40,000. Mid-range models—Le Blane, Atlantis, Er- 
ica and Elfie—are priced at P5,000 to P15,000 and 
aecount for the bulk of the business. The economy 
lines, under the Mariwasa brand, go from P2,000 to 
P4,000. 

“We are mainly targeting the middle to high-end 
consumer,” Saito notes. “We're nurturing these seg- 
ments because the market is still growing.” Their 
edge against the competition is that their products 
sport details that make them pleasing to the eye and 
also add to their functionality 


No more bumps 

Forexample, Saito points to the mihimalist look of 
Toto's newly-launched Le Blane series: "We designed 
it not only to follow the minimalist trend, but also to 
eliminate the ‘bump and hump’ from the traditional 
shape of the toilet, making it easier to clean. There 
are no crevices, so you see each speck of dust.” 

Most mid- and high-end produets also have Toto's 
patented Cefiomtect stain-resistant glaze and wa- 
ter-saving dual-flush system, making them a top 
choice of commercial establishments such as restau- 
rants, malls, hotels, resorts and hospitals. The com- 
pany's innovations have also been locally recog- 
nized via numerous consumers’ choice awards. 

Того local operations started as a 35-35-30 per- 
cent joint venture with Thailand's Siam Cement and 
the Philippines’ Mariwasa Manufacturing Inc. Its 
P1.8-billion plant was set up in 1997, right at the 
time of the Asian currency meltdown. Nonetheless, 
the JV company rode out the crisis years by export- 
ing to the United States. And in 2000, Toto Japan re- 
newed its commitment to the Philippines by raising 
its stake to over 73 percent of the JV. 

"Year 2000 was the turning point, not just for To- 
to, but for the entire construction industry,” Saito 
says. “Since then, housing starts have been rising at 
about five percent, pacing GDP growth.” As the 
‘company approaches its 10th year of Philippine op- 
erations in 2005, the market can only expect more 
from this maker of the king of thrones. 


For inquiries, call 7518686 
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THE FUTURE of bathroom technology. Neorest model is equipped with Tornado Flushing which washes 


the entire bowl surface with each flush. The cover opens as you approach. When you leave, the sensor 


activates the cleaning function and closes the cover. 


TX 


Sul Bagang 


THE WATER closet and counter top lavatory illustrate union 
of form and function. The exteriors exude a premium look 


that makes cleaning easier. 


BODY scrub from local coffee beans cleanses 


away toxins, 


CHOCOLATE scrub from pure cacao lifts 


one's mood, 


(banag mat] 
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LE BLANC model features an elongated bow! that follows contours of 


: the body. The Duroplast 


Doing the time warp, blissfully 


and seat are durable and stable. 


A visit to Sanctuario in Malate is a journey back to another time, when leisure meant healing, too 


By Ana ASS. Bitong 
Contributor 


F LATE, I have immersed myself in the novels 
of Philippa Gregory, who spins intricate webs 


ofstoriesset in old England, in which fact and 
fiction become one. So it сате as no surprise that 1 
dreamt of life as a lady in the early centuries—milk 
baths in wooden tubs, a flurry of handmaidens at my 
beck and call—a time when leisure had a whole dif- 
ferent meaning. 

Believe it or not, 1 actually lived this fantasy, al- 
though instead of old England I found myself in old 
Manila. 

In this piece of heaven in Malate, time stands still 
and faint memories of my lola's reminiscences be- 
come reality. The Sanctuario is a spa housed in an a: 
cestral mansion built in 1946 on Jorse Bocobo St. Jo- 
mar Fleras, the man behind the venture, worked 
painstakingly to keep the original structure even as he 
added a new wing. 


‘Simple pleasures 

Right upon entering, I was greeted by a staff whose 
courtesy reminded me of my faithful and trusted 
yaya. The sound of running water filled the foyer, and 
the setting of antique wood and lush indoor garden 
sealed the secret: 1 was no longer in the realm of 
stress. 

I decided to try the barako coffee scrub. The proce- 
dure would use finely pounded coffee beans from 
Batangas to remove dead layers of the skin. This is 
done ina comer room equipped with an old-style bath 
and bed and a picture window. The smell of the 
barako is intoxicating; its effect is an awakening. 

Табо had the Tsokolate treatment, with native dark 
chocolate rich in flavonoids, a natural antioxidant. The 
cacao is also rich in vitamin E, which softens the skin. It 
was pure delight. Slathered in chocolate, I could not re- 
member being happier at any other time. Studies have 
shown that chocolates release the “happy chemical” 
seratonin in the brain—ostensibly an aphrodisiac. In- 
deed, 1 smelled and felt like the sweetest thing on 


COCONUT milk, rice, honey and vegetables provide protein and natural enzymes to pork up the skin. 


earth, skin tingling with delight and anticipation. This 
treatment is definitely a must for brides-to-be, or any- 
one preparing for a romantic evening. 

After the scrub, I was bathed lying down. Twas a 
simple but indulgent pleasure, the height of pamper- 
ing. Then I was brought to a room filled with antique 
armoires and capiz shutters, where my visit conclud- 
ed with a massage on a simple wooden bed, while the 
scents of healing essential oils wafted in the air. 


Purely Pinoy 

Sanctuario has other purely Pinoy body scrubs on 
its service menu. 

Pulot Gata is delicious blend of galapong, coconut 
milk and shredded coconut meat. Prime grade 
Palawan honey is also applied to the skin as antibacte- 
rial. This is great for cleansing and moisturizing dry 
skin. 

Ulog is a treatment inspired by the northern moun- 
tain tribes. A nourishing blend of Ifugao mountain 
rice and honey scrub is used. This is said to moisturize 
skin, improve its texture, and restore its elasticity 

There is also a pampering package called Banahaw 
Mystique, which consists of ylang-ylang floral teak- 
wood bath, deep tissue virgin coconut oil massage, 
gugo shampoo, and avocado moisturizing mask. 

Also an alternative healing treatment called Hilot 
Remedial therapy: a deep-tissue Filipino therapy per- 
formed by a traditional medicine man. 

Allin ай, Sanctuario has about 50 kinds of services for 
men, women and couples. visit doesn't have to end with 
the treatment; one can linger at the spas organic café and 
пу mouth-watering health food and beverages. 

] was treated to grilled beef on poppy seed bagel 
(the meat so juicy, yet lean and light) and fresh mango 
and guava shake by the man of the house. Fleras is al- 
ways around to offer guests tea and company. 

As I sat back with а cup of simply divine lemon 
grass tea, 1 could do nothing else but marvel at this 
quaint nirvana. 


These all-natural scrubs are offered at the spa. Call 
450-1127 or 0917-8338499. Located at 1929 J. Bo- 
собо, Malate, Manila 
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Filipino jewelry goes Italian 


ON Faye Abigail Tan: White gold lariat with diamonds and diamond 


necklace with heart pendant 


THE GLEAM of gold is set discriminating clientele. 

to make a comeback. Asked why some pieces had to 
However, white gold, silver be subcontracted in Italy she 

and diamonds will still dominate feplies, "Design and manufactur- 

PIOS ing arein their blood, They revere 
"king a cue from runway design and are uncompromising 

fashions, jewelry is going roman. their standard of perfection.” 

ticasanescapeíromtheharshre. , Aside from the Хапай house 

alities of life. “Romantic” entails brands, the boutique will intro- 

attention to tiny details and па. duce other Italian brands, such as 

ture motifs, Damiani, Staurino Fratelli, Marco 
Tn keeping with the trends, Bicego and Pascuale Bruni. 

Vanafi at the Peninsula Manila, 

Glorietta 1 and Ninoy Aquino In- Photos: Patrick Uy 

ternational Airport presents а. Hair and makeup: Liza Baltazar 

high-end collection made in Italy. Assistant: Connie Buenafe for 

‘Owner Vanessa Figueroa says this Essensuals Toni & Guy 

is a response to the demands of û Clothes: James Reyes 


ON Mica Bernas: Mother-of-pearl floral earrings and ring and 
platinum necklace with pearl pendant 
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Tie a ribbon, any ribbon 


ACCESSORIES are mak- and thus express a whole lot, 


ing themselves more and 


about your sense of style. 
Triple-stranded pearls with a 


more visible as the holi- black ribbon accent is so... 
days approach. In stores Chanel. Wearing three separate 
and other outlets, you bracelets ata time could spell un- 
find these jeweled pieces derstated elegance. For instance: 


in their simplest and most 


a pink-and-blue combination is 
playful, while three bright green 


popular form: pearls and triple strands have a chunky ef- 
beads. Now they've got fect. The possibilities are endless. 


company: ribbons and 


beads. 


Ribbons, a feminine touch to 
anything ordinary, can dress up 
even the simplest pieces. Take a 
basic pearl bracelet and put it on 
your wrist. Its bound to be little 
more than bland. But with a rib- 
bon accent, you can dress it up 


What you choose to wear on 
your wrist does not need to match 
your earrings or necklace. There 
is no need to have a "set" all the 
time. Let ribbons do the talking 
fora change. 


For inquiries on these products, 
call Camille at (0917) 531-1264, 
or e-mail unit36d@vasia.com 


Celebrate with 


Doesnt it seem that the things you most love to 
eat or drink during celebrations turn out to be 
bad for you? Organic wine is an exception. It 
promises to be a delightful drink that gives you 
‘many good reasons to celebrate - whatever the 
‘occasion may be. 


The medical profession for thousands of years 
has recognized the healthful and nutritive 
properties of wine. Organic wines are even better 
= эз they use the strongest and richest grapes 
posible, grown without chemical fertilizers, weed 
еп, insecticides and other synthetic chemicals 
suspected to be carcinogens. 


Independent studies conducted around the 
verd show hat consuming moderare amounts 
of wine (1-3 glasses per diy) has been found to 
фе Beneal te ому ой. Her are rone 
healthful reasons to drink organic wine: 


Prevents arterial clotting. 
Wine, especially red wine, contains phenolics 
(found in tannin, in the pigment of dark-skinned 
аре and in certain favor compounds called 
favanoids), which has been found to possess anti- 
oxidant properties that may help preven clon 

theaters and other internal blood dt. 


Lowers risk of cancer. 

Phenolics block free radicals, which are highly 
reactive forms of molecules hat can weaken the 
cell walls thus allowing those cells to oxidize. 
When cells are oxidized, they die or are subject 
to mutation, which can mean cancer 


Improves cholesterol levels. 

Fatty food is the main culprit of heart disease. 
Drinking wine with your meal can counter the 
adverse effects of fat in your bloodstream by 
positively affecting your cholesterol levels. 


Lowers blood pressure and reduces the risk of 
stroke. ў 

А recent Harvard study claims that the lowest 
blood pressure levels were found in chose that 
consumed 1-3 glasses of wine per day even 
factoring in such things as smoking, a Family 
history of hypertension, adjustments for pulse 
rate, medication use, ete. But if you need more 
reasons to drink organic wine, how about: 


Social. 
As with all beverages that contain ethanol, wine 
is a psychotropic drug, The effects or response 
vary by individual metabolism and quantity 
consumed, but begins with relaxation and 
stimulation, This can be positive for the 
individual and also promote social interaction. 


Sensual. 
Wine is a plessant stimulant to four of our five 
basic senses, as well as to the human spirit. 


Intellectual. 
Wine is also stimulating ro the intellect, since a 
truc understanding of wine and its various aspects 
involves many areas for study. 


Wine and food. 

The chemical composition of wine makes ita 
natural accompaniment to many foods, since the 
mild acidity of wine contrasts with the oily or 
fatty content of some foods. Wine and food may 
each шие good alone, but the end result of this 
contrasting and complementing is that most 
wines and foods taste especially good together, 


Jauvigna Blanc 


ROUGE 


chardonnay 


Healthy Options 
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rse heaven in Cavite 


By Teddy Montelibano 
Contributor 


OFFEE Creek Farm, a few minutes drive 
from the ridge in Tagaytay City, is a virtual 
horse heaven, Anyone who loves horses 

should come and visit this breeding farm amid an 

eight-hectare coffee plantation and see the likes of 

Sandrina, Metuchen, Big Honey, Miss Bertha, and 

about 15 other beauties as they roam and graze in 

an enclosed pasture, attended to by a bevy of 
grooms under the attentive eye of the owner, 
licholas A. Matti. 

Matti, a Negrense in his 40s, started breeding 
horses in the late 1980s and bought this piece of 
land in Barrio Lalaan Uno off the highway in Silang, 
Cavite, several years later. He had grown up in Ne- 
gros Occidental, local Sugarland itself, although he. 
himself was partial to pursuits other than sugar pro- 
duction. 

Fresh out of college, he joined businessman 
Ernest Escaler's coffee trading operations and soon 
moved on with a partner to represent a major world 
firm, trading coffee in the region, an activity he con- 
tinues to do today. 

In the late 1980s, he was cattle ranching in his 
home province of Negros Occidental when he 
thought of cross breeding local riding and cow 
ponies with imported thoroughbreds. 

"Actually" explains Matti, "many of the horses in 
the country which we call ponies are a mixture of 
Asiatic ponies—the Southeast Asian breed, Mongol 
or Indonesian types bred with Western or Spanish 
horses brought here by the Spaniards and Ameri- 
cans. Thus, many of our ponies 
aren't really ponies in the real 
sense; they're degenerated hors- 
es. Meaning, they were of good 
lineage originally, but because of 
poor breeding, poor mainte- 
nance, poor feeding, they've be- 
come smaller. Yet, genetically, 
there's still good blood in them.” 

Being a horse lover since his 
teens, Matti has always wanted to 
upgrade the quality of such native 
ponies. 


Good stock 

He started а breeding program after he bought a 
light quarter horse from the Yulos of Canlubang, Lagu- 
ma. Atthat time, such a horse cost him less than P5,000. 
‘A brotherin-law of his who now ranches cattle in Is- 
abela also bought three of the same kind. They began 
breeding these four horses with thoroughbreds. 

‘They scoured Batangas and Quezon province to 
find mixed-blood horses that were offshoots of thor- 
oughbreds crossed with native horses. They bought 
only those with heights of 56 to 60 inches (or, in 
horseman's language, 14-15 hands) from the 
ground to the withers, or where the neck of the 
horse starts. 

In 1992, he added to his stables an Anglo-Arab 
(cross between an Arab and a thoroughbred) stal- 
lion, bought again from the Yulos, and used this as a 
stud to mate with stock in his in-laws’ Bulacan farm. 
At about the same time, he sent some mares to his 
Negros farm, which he crossed with an Australian 
quarter horse. All these produced offspring and to- 
day, half of Mattis total stock are thoroughbreds 
and half are mixed stock. 

“Over the years," he relates, “we managed to pro- 


мау an acupuncturist manipulates acupunc- 
ture points with a needle to influence chi or 
energy in one's body, a Taoist controls the 
flow of energy by exercising proper breathing 
for both cleansing and energizing. 

In India, the practice is called “pranayama,” 
a form of breath regulation to influence one's 
health and mental state. Alternate nostril 
breathing has long been regarded as a way to 
deeper levels of contemplation and clarity. 

Here in the Philippines, a group called 
“azen” uses breath awareness and breath 
count as an introduction to meditation and 
Zen. They are also considered useful tools in 
deepening one's spiritual state and health in 
general. 

In Russia, a physiologist named Dr. Kon- 
stantin 
Buteyko developed an 
alternative approach 
to breathing called the 
Buteyko 
which claims to help 
thousands of people 
reverse health prob- 
lems such as asthma, 
allergies and even dia- 
betes, using controlled 
and frequent shallow 
nose breathing. 

‘What happens, ex- 
actly? 

All over the world, different cultures and 
traditions have realized the importance of 
proper breathing, This article aims to explore 
breath from a physical point of view—how 
our muscles, ribs and spine control it. 

What exactly happens when I take a 
deep breath? 

‘The first thing is that the diaphragm, a 
large muscle that runs horizontally under the 
lungs, moves down. Almost simultaneously, 
the ribs move up and out, increasing lung ca- 
pacity or internal space. When necessary, ac- 
cessory muscles for respiration—which run 
from the neck to the first rib and clavi- 
cle—help pull the shoulders up. The corre- 
sponding change in pressure created by this 
combined and finely orchestrated movement 
is what drives air into the lungs. An exhala- 
tion is simply the reverse process. 

‘This established normal breathing pattern 
is most effective when the body is well bal- 
anced and maintained at its full height with 
minimum effort. That is, when we are stand- 
ing long and tall without significant muscu- 
lar contraction. Thus, proper posture is cru- 
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breathing 
muscles 
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position of 
scapula 
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muscle 


UPPER CHEST BREATHING 


Healthy 
breathing 


By Dr. Martin Camara 
Contributor 

“You can live two months without food and 
two weeks without water, but you can live only 
afew minutes without air.” -Hung Yi-Hsiang 


HIS statement of a Taoist adept in the 

| early 13th century captures the impor- 
tance of breathing, It means nutrition 
provided by breathing is more vital to health 
and longevity than that provided by food and 
water through digestion. Breathing influ- 
ences the body's bio-electric balance, just as 
diet influences its biochemical balance, In 
fact, Chee-gung (or qi gong), which means 
both "breathing exercise" and "energy con- 
trol," has been a formal branch of Chinese 
medicine for over 2000 years. In the same 


duce quite good stock. Some died, some we sold; 
and some that we were able to race at the tracks 
turned oùt to be winners in their class. 

He's quite pleased with his current grade (not 
thoroughbred) stock. “They're very good saddle 
horses or, as we call them, cow ponies. They're ver- 
satile, and we use them for ranch work, for either 
trail or pleasure riding. We even sold some to (mem- 
bers of Manila) Polo Club which are now being 
trained for the sport. I hope they prove to have the 
right temperament.” So far, the word from one of 
the buyers is the purchase “isn't bad at alll” 

Matti loves to ride around in the Cavite area. He 
is partial to quarter horses, which are excellent for 
trail riding. "They're wide-bodied, with good chests 
and heights of five feet on average, so they're not 
too tall. But they're fast and sure-footed animals,” 
he explains. 

He belongs to a group that rides weekly in Tagay- 
tay-Highlands and on other trails that his horse 
trainers have discovered beyond Coffee Creek. One 
trail starts at the creek in the back of his proper- 
ty--thus it was called Matt's horse farm—and goes 
up to fields leading to Amadeo town, an hour and а 
half away, where Matti's coffee mill, Beneficio 
Amadeo, is located. 


Two-tiered market 
One rides through some 6 km of scenic rolling 
landscape, grass fields, coffee plantations, fruit 
farms, lush paths, wide-open fields and a breathtak- 
ingly beautiful but challenging deep canyon river 
trail which his chief cowboy, Jimmy Villan, has 

dubbed “Mystical Trail.” 
‘The deep canyon is the natural 


Coffee Creek Farm divide beween silang and 
is setting up a 
riding school, but 
only for the truly 
interested 


‘Amadeo. In days of yore, produce 
‘was hauled on sacks slung on the 
backs of burricos or small pack 
horses led by tradesmen along wild 
paths to either town. "We found 
‘one such ancient path,” says Matti, 
relating that after he bought his 
Coffee Creek property, he asked 
farmers in the area where a short 
cut might be found between Silang 
and Amadeo, “They told me to look for a pass called 
Matarik or something like that; and Jimmy (Villan) and 
the rest of the crew found it and it was exactly 
that—narrow and matarik (steep)—and you reach it 
after you cross this canyon that a stream, bounded by 
rock walls and thick vegetation on either side, runs 
through.” 

Matti hopes to incorporate that trail and a few 
others into the activities he is ser to organize soon, 
‘when he formally opens his school of horsemanship 
in Coffee Creek. He'd like to impart his passion for 
horses, riding, and generally, for the wild outdoors, 
to as many people as possible through this school. 

He's not averse to selling his horses to other en- 
thusiasts. But before he can do that, of course, he 
should get people interested. He knows the market 
is limited, and that those with substantial dispos- 
able income could very well buy a thoroughbred or 
а warmblood from the United States or Europe in- 
stead. 

“It’s a two-tiered market," observes Matti. One, 
he says, is comprised of a few who understand horse 
ownership and have the resources to import say, a 
forbiddingly expensive thoroughbred. Alongside 
that is a developing market of people wanting to 
ride but aren't exactly keen on hocking the family 


Pavlovich 


method, 


and 


cial to a proper breath. 

The connection between anxiety, postural 
change, and altered breathing patterns may be 
an underlying factor in breathing problems in 
а condition such as asthma. Under stress, the 
body shortens and the respiratory and 
metabolic rates increase. Muscles tighten in 
preparation for the classic fight or flight re- 
sponse. Postural changes limit the size of inter- 
nal space, which restricts the action of the di- 
aphragm, which is responsible for 60 to 80 per- 
cent of our breathing. This also significantly re- 
duces the pressure change that serves as the 
primary driver for air to come into the lungs. 


Helpful practices 
Muscular tightness or over-contraction like- 


This body function, 
often taken for 
granted, affects our 
physical well-being 
and state of mind 


chest—is frequently seen in people with asth- 
‘ma, hypertension and coronary problems. The 
harder you work to breathe in, the less likely 
you are to want to breathe out. 

‘The first step towards correction of this 
pattern is to establish an awareness bf ће fac- 
tors that are working together to create the 
tensions that result in restricted breathing. 
Managing one's stress levels through medita- 
tion, breath control, exercise, acupuncture or 
counseling sessions will help reduce the ef- 
fects of muscular over-contraction. Massage, 
physical therapy, and chiropractic adjust- 
‘ments will help correct restrictions in the ribs 
and middle back, which will also help in- 
crease the depth of the internal space, 

Yoga and Pilates practice help strengthen 
and stretch the muscles that hold us i 

inforce proper abdominal or "diaphrag- 
mic” breathing patterns. Lastly, lessons with 
an Alexander teacher will correct our posture 
while making us aware of excessive muscular 
tension in different parts of the body. 


For any questions please e-mail the author at 
drmartin@intercare-centers,com 


perer. Nicholas Matti 


Jewels to purchase horses—or they don’t have the 
proper facilities. “Obviously, the first thing we've 
got to do is teach people in this marker to ride a 
horse,” Matti notes. "What we want to open here in 
Coffee Creek is a school where we will teach people 
not only how to ride, but [all-around] horseman- 
ship.” 

Anyone can visit the property and ask for an in- 
troductory ride. The fees aren't fixed yet, but Matti 
is thinking of charging P350 an hour in the arena, 
and P400 an hour going around the bridle path. 
“But,” he points out, “we will reserve the right to 
disallow people from riding if we see or feel that 
they don't really know how. And then maybe we will 
encourage them to take lessons.” 


Horsemanship curriculum 

Matti says the curriculum being planned will in- 
dude “familiarity and communicating with your 
horse—horse language, if you will; proper groom- 
ing and so on.” The stress is on no-frills riding, he 
says. “After that, [the student] can ride trail with 
cowboys in Masbate, Bukidnon, Leyte or in any ha- 
cenda.” 

Being mulled is an introductory P4,000 package 
per student, which will include 10 lessons.. There 
will be strict rules on punctuality and safety mea- 
sures. Proper attire will be de riguer—denims or 
any other riding pants, boots, and headgear, 
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whether hat, cap or a helmet. 

‘There will be lectures on basic horsemanship and 
thorough familiarity with horses and horsemen's 
language. There will be a total of 10 riding hours. 
‘The first three or four rides will be limited inside the 
arena. The rest will be around the 1.5-kilometer bri- 
dle path within the farm. 

Students deemed ready to go out and ride the trail 
willbe allowed to do so with their trainers. has yet to 
be finalized but most likely, forthe lessons to be fully 
effective, only four students ata time will be allowed 
for each 10-session course. "It would be nice to bring 
in a lot of people right away and charge them, but 
we're very conscious of safety" explains Маці, "And 
its difficult to impart knowledge if there are a lot of 
people. We've had some trial nuns with kids who, we 
could tell from che start, were not all that interested. I 
had to tell their folks to just keep their money.” 

‘The course fee will include use of all basic equip- 
ment, including the saddle. Matti keeps about a 
dozen—seven Western, and five English, 

“It doesn't matter, though, whether you ride En- 
glish or Western,” he emphasizes. “Once we're done 
with [а student, he] can mount any horse and ride 
with confidence." Ў 


Coffee Creek Farm is located in Barrio Lalaan Uno, 
Silang town, Cavite province. Call 0917- 5231820 for 
details, 


Lavender and rose, 
purely for pleasure 


Crabtree & 


wise creates in our 
bodies a resistance to 
the movement of the 
ribcage, making i 

possible for the 

aphragm to perform 
its function. As a re- 
sult, the muscles of the 
neck are called into 
play to lift the shoul- 
ders and help the ex- 
ternal muscles of the 
chest work to draw air 
in. This—raised upper 


lyscented. 


slinky shirts 


butter. 


Refresher and 
forms. 


place famed 


DAILY home rituals are made 
pleasurable by scents, such as 
lavender and rose. 


Lavender Collection is made to de- 
stress you. A few drops of Laven- 
der Environmental Oil from its ce- 
ramic diffuser will fill he air with 
a healing scent. Sprinkle Carpet 
Refresher on the rugs and carpets 
and vacuum. It feels as if you are 
walking on petals. Save оп dry 
cleaning with Fine Linen Wash, 
which gently and safely cleanses 
fine washables, leaving them soft- 


For a meditative atmosphere, 
Poured Candle adds glow and 
‘warmth to any room. Votive Can- 
Фев impart the aroma of English 
lavender, too. Line drawers and 
armoires with Drawing Lining Pa- 
per, again featuring sprigs of 
lavender, and hang your clothes 
on Padded Hangers that leave 


camisoles lightly scented. 

Travel Soap leaves are an alter- 
native to soap. Rub gently under 
water in the palm of your hands. 
Slather with Hand Therapy, 
‘which has essential oil and shea 


‘The delicate Rosewater Collec- 
tion is made from distilled water 
and attar, essential oils of rose, 
enhanced by a soft green top 
note. The Home Line offers Rose- 
water Fine Linen Wash, Carpet 


‘The toiletries are mildly anti- 
septic, good for flushed or in- 
skim. The Rosewater 
Milled soap with cold cream is 
great for dry skin. The Rosewater 
Bath & Shower Gel produces 
mounds of rose-scented bubbles 
that condition the skin. Pamper 
your hands with Rosewater Hand 
‘Therapy with glycerine. 

Crabtree & Evelyn employs al- 


so Swiss technology, known 
worldwide to promote rejuvena- 
tion, 

J Swiss Skin Care line uses 
floral, plant and soothing 
chamomile extracts that protect 
the skin against environmental 
aggressors. 

The water-soluble Cleansing 
Milk removes dirt and makeup 
without upsetting moisture bal- 
ance. The Cleansing Bar with 
shea butter removes excess oil 
without causing dryness. It works 
best with a lather. The Herbal 
Tonifier refreshes the skin. It con- 
tains witch hazel to stimulate the 
skin, sage extracts to tighten 
pores, and thyme as mild antisep- 
tic. 

To soften skin, the 24-Hour 
Emulsion moisturizes the skin 
without clogging the pores, and 
nourishes the skin with Vitamin A 
and apricot oil. 

‘The moisturizing Day Cream 
protects the skin against the 
outside environment and keeps 
the skin supple. The Enriched 
Night Cream contains Vitamins 
D and E, avocado and wheat 
germ oils, also for softening. It 
contains allantoin to soothe the 
skin, and collagen for cold 
weather, The Body Care and 
Bath Fragrance lines guarantee 
the same beneficial effects as 
the facial line. For delicate skin, 
the antiperspirant is water- 
based and mild, 

‘The specialty store is located at 
Greenbelt, Ayala Center; SM 
Megamall A, and Robinsons 
Place, Padre Faura Wing. 
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Chillin’ and chic 


Photos by Patrick Uy 

WE this need. The fabrics facili- Grooming, hair and makeup: 
WHETHER you are embark- tate ease of movement, let Mza Balaman i 

ing on a stricter fitness regi- the skin breathe, and keep Assistant: Connie Buenafe 
men or simply starting a new А for Essensuals Toni & Guy 


Workout wear focuses on Clothes: Adidas 


the moisture away. Loosen : lica Bernas 
program, you should put to- z шннен 


gether your workout wear 
with enthusiasm. Resolve to 
be cool and comfortable. 


ADIDAS Climacool top and 
pants for yoga, Pilates or just 
having fun. 


up and “chill” in some fab 
clothes. Few things feel bet- 
ter than looking good in 
dress-down gear. 


TM 
hon. 


COMBAT pants 
for martial arts 


Hooded jacket, inspired 
by Rocky fashion, for 
gym or gimmick wear. 


of Ai Yamaguchi 
combines aesthetics of classical Edo period 
with pop-culture sensibilities of Japanese 
animation. 


Face value 


Shu Uemura is called 
‘Father of Cleansing Oil’ 
for a very clear reason 


By Leovino Ma. Garcia 
Contributor 


IF YOU have started to read this ar- 
ticle, there is a fine chance you are 
part of Shu Uemura’s cult follow- 
ing, which is reportedly “the size of 
asmall nation.” 

‘Uemura wears the title “Father of Cleans- 
ing Oil” well, and not without reason. Facing 
stiff resistance in the 1960s, he devoted him- 
self to promoting the merits of oil cleansing. 
He kept reminding women: “Think first about 
what you can remove from your skin, rather 
than what you can apply to it.” 

For Uemura, oil cleansing is “catharsis” to 
the skin. It does not only purify the skin, he 
says, but also renews its beauty. On top ofthis, 
he adds, the process liberates one's spirit. 

It didn't take long before many women 
from all walks and of all ages embraced his 
philosophy of putting value on the face. 

The idea for his star product—cleansing 
oil--is said to have come to Uemura during his 
stint as a Hollywood makeup artist in the 505 
There, he noticed actresses constantly applying 
makeup under harsh lights in sweltering studio 
sets, Despite these unfavorable conditions, their 
skin remained flawless. He soon discovered the 
secret—a cleansing oil called "Unmask." 

One cannot help musing on the significance 
of that name. Oftentimes, an (over) made-up 
woman strikes others as wearing a mask. It is 
asifby putting on mascara, she dons a mask. Is 
it possible that Uemura has come upon an in- 
sight that parallels the French philosopher Em- 
manuel Levinas’ philosophy of the Face? 


Unmasking 

Levinas, who deals lengthily on the Face in 
his magnum opus, "Totality and Infinity" talks 
about the skin of the face being “most naked.” 
‘Ofcourse, he quickly adds, thisnakedness con- 
stitutes “decent nudity” For him, there is “an 
essential poverty” in the Face (capitalized as a 
reminder that Levinas is evoking the non-ob- 
jectified face). A proof of this i$ that “one tries 
to mask this poverty by putting on poses, by 
taking ona countenance.” 

Опе can deduce that, by “poverty” Levinas 
means honesty or simplicity. It would seem that 


LIMITED edition artwork on the bottle of the 
brand's most emblematic star product, the 
Cleansing Oil, 


Uemura's approach to makeup is to downplay it. 
His goal isto take off the “mask” that a person un- 
thinkingly puts on when she wears makeup. The 
ideal would be to look "natural"—to be made-up 
in such a way that one doesn't look made-up. 

"The English word “cosmetics” can be traced 
to the Greek word “cosmos,” which means a 
harmonious, well-ordered and decent arrange- 
ment. Uemura wants to lead us back to a world 
that is harmonious, well-ordered and decent, а 
"cosmos" rhat is the opposite of "chaos." Its not 
surprising, then, that he has joined hands witha 
young talented artist named Ai Yamaguchi who 
produced the limited edition artwork on the 
bottles of Uemura's cleansing oil. 


‘Nouveau Japonisme" 

Yamaguchi, bom in 1977 in Tokyo, began her 
career as a protégé of Takashi Murakami, Japan's 
hottest contemporary artist” Murakamis hyper- 
cute style should be familiar to fans of animé and 
manga. The same cuteness pervades Yamaguchi 
works that are now displayed in prestigious gal- 
leries in Tokyo, New York and Los Angeles. Classi- 
fied as "Nouveau Japonisme,” Yamaguchi’ style 
deftly combines the refined aesthetics of tradition- 
al Japanese culture from the Edo period with the 
рор culture sensibilities of Japanese animation. 

in the four artworks on the bottles of the 
cleansing oils recently introduced at the new Ay- 
ala Museum, we observed young, partially naked 
girls, Their adolescent bodies display Levinas’ 
“decent nudity” They have long black hair and 
large dark eyes. They stare, expressionless, into 
the distance. They pose against an ornamental 
background of cherry blossoms, maple leaves, 
clouds, butterflies, even a turtle and a snail. Tak- 
en together, they projecta world of natural beau- 
ty, youth, freshness, innocence and purity. In 
buying and using Uemura' skin purifier with an 
artwork by Yamaguchi on its bottle, isnt one 
somehow hoping to experience a catharsis, a pu- 
rification—to be reborn to beauty, youth, fresh- 
ness, innocence and purity? 


E-mail the author at lgarcia Gateneo.edu 


Sex knocks out Harry Potter 


By Cherish Garcia-Hernandez. 
Contributor 


100 Strokes of the Brush before Bed 
By: Melissa P 

Translated from Italian by Lawrence Venuti 
167 pages 


EROTIC literature, once considered either 
high brow (Le, the works of Anais Ni 

Georges Bataille), or pornographic rubbish 
(by too many marginal wannabes), seems to 
be going mainstream. Riding the crest of this 
new wave is 19-year-old Melissa Panarello, ог 


simply Melissa 2 

REVIEW — 255 Strokes of the 

Brush before Bed" 

knocked Harry Potter from No..1 spot in the 
author's native Italy when it first came out in 
2003. The novel, presented in diary form, fol- 
lows the sexual awakening of a young girl 
from July 2000 (When the author/protago- 
nist was just 14), to August 2002. It basically 
revolves around the intimate thoughts of a 
cilian teenager whose quest for love rapidly 
disintegrates into a shocking journey of sexu- 
al discovery. The writing is blunt and explicit, 
bur the narrative flows in a comfortable ver- 
nacular that transcends age and gender. 

It is difficult to imagine that someone so 
young (the author was 17 when she wrote the 
book) could write with such assured and con- 
ident prose, yet seethe with vulnerability. 

The narrative is at once depressing and 
moving. One sees, reaching out from the 
pages, a confused and self-destructive girl 
who ironically wants everything but sex. She 
‘wants love and mutual affection; she searches 
for it but finds herself thrown into circum- 
stances so dire, the novel is almost cautionary. 
After each temporarily empowering en- 
counter, this would-be Lolita stumbles home 
to brush out her hair in 100 cleansing strokes, 
a simple physical gesture that serves as thera- 
peutic anchor. 3 

‘This instant bestseller caused а scandal 


The fictionalized 
memoir, "One Hun- 


... in Italy, at least, where 
this prodigious and 
mesmerizing piece of erotic 
literature took a bow. 


‘when first published in Europe, not so much 
for its explicit content as for the subject mat- 
ter at hand. The extreme youth of both the 
protagonist and author exacerbates the situa- 
Чоп. Now an international literary phe- 
nomenon and translated all over the world, 
the book has brought to the fore what many 
refuse to talk about: the rampant decline of 
morals and values, a universal affliction, 

The fact that Melissa Р is being celebrated 
for it is beside the point. It is sad that this dark 
piece of writing—the diary of a disappointed 
teenager, an innocent who tres to liberate her- 
self with сатпа} encounters—is now a sort of 
unheard ery. It is amazing that the author man- 
ages to retain the core of her sensitivity in spite 
of her obvious teenage traits of reckless confi- 
dence, isolated angst and romanticized self. 

Melissa Р has been compared to French au- 
thor Catherine Millet, but more than any- 
thing, this novel seems to be about self-dis- 
covery. Almost accidentally, it also becomes a 
social commentary. The author decries what 
she views as the Italians innate hypocrisy in 
all things sexual, particularly their deceptive 
social fagades in romantic relationships. 

1с is important to stress that, although this 
book is considered erotic fiction, its hard to 
imagine that it could scandalize still, in view 
of today’s explicit, even vulgar, language in 
music and media. In the end, Melissa's sad 
story ends on a promising note. She seeming- 
ly finds love, but because it comes of as con- 
trived, the reader is unconvinced. 

Critics argue that this "diary" is more fanta- 
sy than fact. Either way, the writing is prodi- 
gious and mesmerizing. Further, it has made 
the author famous, not to mention rich. 
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SIA's rect fights. Aboonfor 6.5 million tourists who visit the In: 


Punjab annually. 


AGRANTHIreads the holy scriptures 


Temple of Gold in the City of Gad 


By Angela Blardony Ureta 
Contributor 


Oh thou, the land of Martyrs, the land of farmers 
The land of valiant youth in armor 

The land where Guru Gobind and Nanak lived 
Thou--the pride of India—hath this honor. 

Five rivers shed their nectar upon the land of my 
birth 

“And that is precisely why I call thee, my Punjab 
Heaven on earth... An Ode to Punjab 


A SHINING jewel in the coronet of cultural trea- 
sures that circle India, Punjab is known by two dis- 
tinct appellations: “Land of Five Rivers” and "Home 
of the Great Gurus.” And it is with the deepest rever- 
‘ence and affection that Punjabis refer to the district 
of Amritsar as a sacred city, where God continues to 
receive the prayers of the devout in that spectacular 
monument of faith that is the Swarna Mandir—The 
Golden Temple. Here God's name has been remem- 
bered and His praise sung every passing minute of 
every single day for the last 400 years. 

Every Sikh dreams of visiting Amritsar and offer- 
ing obeisance at the Golden Temple at least once in 
his lifetime. Originally constructed in 1601, it is the 
‘most sacrosanct place of worship among the Sikhs 
and is one of the most spectacular sights in all of In- 
dia. Covered in gold plating and surrounded by lav- 

"ish shrines, its four entrances (called deoris) facing 
all four directions, welcome everyone, regardless of 
race, gender or religion, to unite in peace, prayer 
and universal love. 

Tris almost impossible to gaze at the Golden Tem- 
ple under the noonday sun -- easier to take in its 
warm glow through the reflection in the azure wa- 
ters of the pool that surrounds it. Curiously, it is this 
lagoon that lent the whole district its name, for in 
the ancient tongue, Amritsar literally translated to 
"Pool of Nectar." Sikhs come from all over the world 
to worship at the temple and bathe in Amrit Saras- 
Kund, or “Pool of Immortality,” which promises spir- 
itual purification. 


Land of gurus 

Legend has it that, long before the place came to 
be known as Amritsar, it was home to Lord Rama's 
twin sons, Luv and Kush, who were taught the Ra- 
mayana by the venerated sage, Valmiki. It was bare- 
ly 500 years ago that Guru Ram Das, fourth master 
of the Sikh religion, laid the foundations of the city 
as we know it. 

In the old days, Amritsar was a dense forest 


scantily surrounded by pocket villages, making it an 
ideal place for wandering teachers and hermits to 
meditate in isolation. The Buddha himself was be- 
lieved to have rested in the area and acquired 
prominence among his followers after the Sakya- 
muni had commented on it being a "spot best for the 
bhikshus (monks) to attain nirvana," being far supe- 
rior in that respect to all the other places they had 
visited so far. But Amritsars days of renown did not 
last long, and by the time Guru Nanak found it al- 
mosta thousand years later, it was again a deep and 
deserted woodland shared by the adjoining villages 
of Tung, Sultanwind, Gumtala and Gilwali. 

Considered first among the 10 holy gurus (re- 
vealers of Truth) who es- 
tablished Sikhism, Guru 
Nanak Dev lived between 
the 15th and 16th cen- 
turies, when the Mughal 
invaders swept through 
Afghanistan and into the 
northern subcontinent of 
India, terrorizing the lo- 
cal ` population with 
armed brutality. As a 
prophet and preacher, 
Guru Nanak believed in 
the “Fatherhood of God” 
and the “Brotherhood of 
Man.” He spoke against the pervading caste system 
which promoted vast inequality among human be- 
ings. Going against the polytheism of traditional de- 
ity religion, he also taught his disciples to simplify 
their faith: to worship God and nothing else, with 
no idols or sacrificial rituals in between. With his 
core principles firmly rooted in universalism and 
liberalism, Nanak recognized all humanity as one 
and openly challenged the domination of the 
Mughal invaders in his belief that the free life was 
the only life worth living. 

‘Amritsar became the home of Guru Nanak in 
1532, after he was charmed by the secluded spot. In 
1574, the Fourth Master, Guru Ram Das, widened 
the existing pool and converted it into a tank, 
around which a whole city of devotees grew. Here, 
he laid the foundation of a village, Ramdaspur, 
‘which would later grow into a thriving center for 
commerce and worship. The excavation of the tank 
was completed in 1589 during the leadership of Gu- 
ти Arjan. It was around this time that people began 


Destination: Amritsar 


WHETHER traveling to discover the historic beauty 
of Punjab or to take part in its thriving commerce 
and industry, passengers of Singapore Airlines can 
now enjoy greater convenience with its direct ser- 
Vice to Amritsar, recently launched and offering 
non-stop B777 flights to and from Singapore three 
times a week. 

The new service is SIAs seventh destination in In- 
dia, opening Amritsar to the world the way it has 
linked New Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, 
Ahmedabad and Bangalore to major international 
hubs with 38 non-stop weekly services to the sub- 
continent. 

“Opening the direct flight to Amritsar demon- 
strates Singapore Airlines’ commitment to further 
strengthen our historic and commercial ties with In- 
dia,” says Huang Cheng Eng, executive vice pre 
dent for marketing and the regions. “The service 
will benefit not only the Sikh communities overseas 
but also tourists and businesspeople who want 
rect and convenient links with Punjab through SIAS 


extensive route network in 40 countries.” 

With one of the highest growth and literacy rates 
in India, Punjab is a thriving anid vibrant state in the 
Northwestern area, near the Pakistani border. De- 
spite the perceived perils brought about by being so 
close to the state line, Punjab has proven be а key 
destination for investment and industry. Its per 
capita income is nearly double the all-India average 
and provides a significant portion of the country's 
production of wheat, rice and dairy goods. More- 
over, it is completely self-sufficient in energy and 
charges the lowest power rates in the entire coun- 
чу . . 


VIP guests 

Itis not surprising then, that among the first pas- 
sengers of SIAs inaugural flight to Amritsar on Oct. 
1 was the “Singapore Sikhs” delegation, composed 
of top businessmen, cultural representatives and re- 
ligious leaders who are members of the Singapore 
Khalsa Association and the Central Sikh Gurdwara 


Here, God’s name has 
been remembered and His 


praise sung every passing 


minute of every single day 


for the last 400 years 


calling the place Amrit-Sarovar. 


Checkered history 

Guru Arjan Dev laid the foundation of the Golden 
‘Temple in 1589, completing construction in 1601. 
The Adi Granth (holy scriptures) was first installed 
here in 1604, with Baba Budha as the first granthi 
(reader of the holy text). Since then, the sacred 
scriptures have been read and chanted non-stop 
within the temple walls for four centuries. 

As with most historical shrines, the Golden Tem- 
ple has changed hands several times. For genera- 
tions, Sikhs were turned out of their worship place 
and saw their temple repeatedly destroyed and des- 
ecrated by the Mughal in- 
vaders. Again and again, 
too, did the Sikhs recover 
and avenge the sacrilege 
at the price of tremen- 
dous sacrifice. Their tales 
of courage and martyr- 
dom continue to live 
among the devout to this 
day. At one point in histo- 
ту, the Mughal governor 
of Lahore posted troops 
to keep the faithful away 
from Amritsar and Hari 
Mandir, so that a Sikh 
could only take a dip in the sacred waters at a risk to 
his life. Another Mughal commandant used the holy 
chamber as a dance hall for entertaining the troops. 
On other occasions, the Golden Temple had been 
"locked, defamed and blown up with gunpowder. 

Eventually, in 1767, the Sikhs were able to re- 
claim Punjab and take on the formidable task of re- 
constructing the Golden Temple. Under the leader- 
ship of Maharajah Ranjit Singh, the holy tank was 
cleared of debris and the temple became a master- 
work of opulence, with the upper half gilded in 
gold-leafed copper sheets while the lower portion 
was covered with exquisite mosaics in marble and 
semiprecious stones. Three generations of rulers 
oversaw the decoration work - the Maharaja, his 
son Kharak Singh, and grandson Nau-Nihal Singh. 

Atthe ground floor of the Golden Temple, the Adi 
Granth now lies on a platform under a gorgeous 
jewel-studded canopy. Every morning at 5, it is car- 
ried on a golden palanquin from the Akal Takhat 
(Divine Throne) to the Golden Temple, and carried 


Board. With total trade earnings hitting a record 
US52.6 billion dollars as of May 2004, Singapore 
has become India's largest investor and the expatri- 
ate Sikh community definitely has a major role to 
play in deepening the economic ties between the 
two countries, 

Heritage and religious tourism are also primary 
sources of revenue for Punjab, particularly Amrit- 
sar, which receives 6.5 million visitors each year, 
mostly pilgrims to the Golden Temple. Located in 
northwestern Punjab, Amritsar has been the capital 
of the Sikh religion for 400 years and is the seat of 
its most revered place of worship. Other places of 
interest include the Ram Bagh Gardens, which sur- 
rounds Maharaja Ranjit Singh's former summer 
palace, now а museum showcasing weapons dating 
back to the Mughal Empire; and the Jallianwalla 
Bagh, the quiet, walled garden that witnessed the 
massacre of some 2,000 innocent people on April 
13, 1919, when British General O. Dyer ordered his 
troops to open fire on civilians sympathetic to the 
freedom movement: The bullet-scarred walls now 
enclose an eternal flame, a fitting memorial to the 
fallen men, women and children. 


back at 9 p.m. on the same palanquin. Although 
there is no formal or ritualistic worship, pilgrims of- 
ten place offerings, like money and flowers, before 
the Holy Book, as hymns from the scriptures are 
chanted in the temple throughout the day, with ac- 
companiment provided by ragis or musicians, 

Another pavilion with a uniquely sacred purpose 
is the Shish Mahal (Hall of Mirrors), which is where 
the gurus used to sit. Exquisitely decorated by Ran- 
jit Singh, with verses from sacred hymns inscribed 
in gold letters on its walls, the pavilion is now used 
for the Akhand Path, or the non-stop recitation of 
the Holy Scriptures from cover to cover—a 
marathon reading and prayer session that takes 
about 48 hours per rotation. 


Bread and dahl 

Today, the Golden Temple remains to be one of 
the major pilgrimage and tourist attractions of In- 
dia, receiving several thousands of visitors per day. 
Asitis run by devotees and unpaid helpers, the tem- 
ple's cleanliness, orderliness and well-organized 
operation are a wonder of efficiency. Shrines and 
edifices are kept spotless by an army of men and 
women who continuously wipe and polish every 
conceivable surface, round the clock. Guides polite- 
ly but firmly keep watch over large groups and keep 
crowds under control. There is no pushing or shov- 
ing, since men, women and children politely make 
their way to the shrines and quietly wait for their 
turn when make an offering. 

But the real marvel of cooperative labor is the 
temples Guru Ka Langar, or free kitchen, which 
feeds over 50,000 visitors with a simple fare of fresh 
chapati (unleavened bread) and dahl (legumes in 
broth) for free, 24 hours a day, irrespective of caste, 
creed or nationality. Expenses for the community 
Kitchen are paid for through temple funds. 

‘What instantly strikes any visitor to the Golden Tem- 
ple is the open and welcoming spirit that is extended to 
everyone. Here, both pilgrims and tourists share the 
company of the devout, filling tired and heavy hearts 
with the lightness of prayer, and partaking of the gen- 
crosity of spirit that freely abounds therein. Truly, when 
God is remembered by thousands of souls gathered in 
‘one sacred space, even the wind sings His praises. 


Singapore Airlines recently launched a non-stop, 
direct service to Amritsar three times weekly. For in- 
quiries, call 8104951 or 8104960. 


Unwitting attraction 

‘An unusual attraction for both local and inter- 
national tourists is the ceremony called “Beating 
the Retreat," held at sundown everyday at the In- 
do-Pak border in Wagha, 35 km from Amritsar 
Thousands of onlookers from both sides of the 
border gather every afternoon to watch the Indi- 
an Army and Pakistani Rangers show off magnifi- 
cently timed drills that precede the colors re- 
treat. This exercise can be so mesmerizing and 
dramatic, it never fails to evoke patriotic senti- 
ments from both sides. Spectators fill the air 
with songs. 

Amritsar is also well-inked to the rest of India by 
air, road and rail, and is the gateway to neighboring 
states like Jammu and Kashmir, as well as Himachal 
Pradesh, This makes it an ideal entry point for trav- 
elers to Punjab and its environs. 

“International visitors used to land in Delhi and 
take a five-hour train ride to get to Amritsar. With 
Singapore Airlines new service, they can Пу directly 
from Singapore to Amritsar in under six hours,” says 
Tan Chik Quee, SIA vice president. "Anyway you 
look at it, that makes a world of difference in com- 
fortand efficiency.” Angela Blardony Ureta 
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Testy times spiritually beneficial 


By Georgina C. Solina 
Contributor 


good for our souls. 
jun-Saturn conjunction at this time has a strong re- 
strictive influence, preventing us from being happy and 
delaying good things. However, it has a long and benefi- 
cial influence on the shape of the Filipinos’ destiny. We 
will have to experience a kind of death-and-rebirth pro- 
cess with Pluto, a powerful transformative planet transit- 
ing the First house of the Self or Identity in Sagittarius (re- 
ligion, philosophy, travel). 

Whats being changed is the way we Filipinos approach 
the question, "Who am I?" 

There are tougher battles to confront with the transit of 
Pluto opposition Sun (re-entered last Oct. 27, exact Nov. 
26 and runs through Dec. 23). A renewed Arroyo adminis- 
tration faces an unexpected and shocking onslaught of a 
series of oil price hikes which piles one financial crisis up- 
оп another, exacerbating an already existing fiscal crisis 
without a resolution in sight. 

Resilient by nature, we have learned to develop our in- 
tuition to help us overcome temporary difficulties. We are 
earning to go beyond petty party boundaries to form a 
unified stand against all odds. Asa consequence, a change 
occurs that manifests the courage of many leaders to 
agree to sacrifice and exercise thrift, and for the leader- 
ship to check the hemorrhaging monetary system. 

‘The Pluto transit will test our ability to withstand a con- 

.. tinuing tight economic situation and to remain calm, as- 
sertive, and compromising. Руко affects growth in peo- 
ple's lives by producing emotional shocks during these 
days through which some behavioral or life situation is 
forcefully removed from our lives. This process is associat- 
ed with cataclysmic change such as devastating hurri- 
canes, floods, and earthquakes. These occur when people 
їп various parts of the world resist 
the clearing out of cumulative ac- 
tions of past decades, hindering 
change, 


New tycle 

Pluto in the First house of Iden- 
tity shows that a new growth cycle 
has begun for Filipinos. TI 
make us see that we have a special 
destiny to fulfill. We will make the sacrifice to leave our 
loved ones to work overseas as caregivers, nurses, and 
doctors, for instance—probably because it is by work- 
ing abroad (Sagittarius the sign of foreign countries 
governs the national Ascendant) that we will discover 
who and what we are. Pluto seeks security through uni 
versality. As Filipinos explore greener pastures to se- 
cure their families at home, they acquire a universal 
perspective. 


T HELAST three months of the year will be testy, but 
Si 


Relationships 

Neptune (spiritual love) positively linked to Pluto (re- 
generation of physical realities) is empowering as ап ex- 
traordinary physical attraction (entering Dec. 16). Some 
relationships will be longer-lasting than others. Some, 
more than others, will be based on sexuality. When indi- 
viduals feel the instinctual attraction to another, there is a 
natural desire to find what the basis of attraction is. Frus- 
tration can result if existing circumstances in life do not al- 
low them to follow through on this. Sometimes this attrac- 
tion/repulsion dynamic works in such a way that one feels 
repelled by the very person he feels attracted to, because 
the feeling is threatening. 

In such situations, people should balance their need for 
freedom and independence with their need for relation- 
ships. The reasons for these types of confrontations are 1) 
to promote lessons of equality especially where women 
have long been abused and regarded as inferior; 2) to pro- 
mote lessons of giving, of listening; to fulfill anothers 
needs before one's own: 3) to promote the awareness of 
one’s intentions, motivations and the awareness of chang- 
ing needs—each partner will then value commitment to 
the other and allow the relationship evolve. 

As life unfolds, Filipinos will come to realize that they. 
want and need to be in an intimate relationship on a sus- 
tained basis, not just through brief encounters, no matter 
how intense. By first learning how to give, they will learn 
that their own needs are subsequently answered. 


Positive changes 

Filipinos will strike out on their own in a leadership ca- 
pacity (to serve as examples to others in and out of this 
country), so that they, too, can assert their right of individ- 
uality in ways they deem necessary. Many Filipinos will 
travel far, searching for ideas and truths of a transcendent 
and spiritual nature. 

‘There is a restive labor force in the country that's de- 
manding for increase in daily wages (Uranus negatively 


The last quarter will 
be challenging to us, 
both as individuals 
and as a people 


linked to Mercury, Oct. 6 to Dec. 18). Transport vehicles 
will clamor for a rise in fares due to new world oil prices. 
Heated discussions and accusations will tend to erupt dur- 
ing this transit, likely to uncover long hidden anomalies in 
the sixth sector of the national horoscope involving ser- 
vices, and the armed forces. Militant leftist groups will 
find this turbulent time as playing right up their alley, the 
better to denounce the government anew. 

‘How will the planetary energies affect you on a person- 
al level? 

Travel may be quite disruptive. No matter how careful- 
ly one plans, the trip will not work out as envisioned. 
‘There is also the danger of accidents, so drive carefully. 

Old ideas and opinions are being challenged. It could 
be that some people have become too fixed in their view 
of life, or simply that some of us are being tested to stand 
by our own beliefs. Either way, communications and 
agreements of all kinds will be disrupted. We may feel the 
urge to seek out new information that may liberate us 
from old thought patterns as greater clarity comes our 
way. By the end of this negative transit a sense of freedom. 
will have come. 

Relationships will now be formed with teachers and 
communities of like-minded individuals (Uranus passing 
through the Philippine charts 3rd House of Communica- 
tions). For those involved in intellectual pursuits, this will 
be an exciting time because they will see facets of life that 
were not apparent before. Old habits of thinking and see- 
ing will fall away. They may open up to new interests, par- 
ticularly those that are Uranian in nature, such as the sci- 
ences, technology, yoga, astrology and the esoteric. For 
those afraid or suspicious of change; everything that hap- 
pens will be upsetting. Unemployment will remain a seri- 
ous problem, 


Money energy 

Finances have been a source of 
confusion (Neptune in the 2nd 
House of Finances). Perhaps people 
are unsure of their income, and 
therefore have difficulty planning 
By plunging into an economic crisis 
or “hell” and experiencing a kind of 
death, we will gain better perspec- 
tive, 

However, a new cycle of financial life for the country 
began this month with Jupiter, the great luck planet, con- 
junct radix Jupiter in 10th house of career (national 
chart). It shows the end of a cycle of beliefs. People have 
been learning about their own spiritual, religious or philo- 
sophical belief, and now many of them have attained a 
new level of understanding. New activities have begun to 
help them in the next cycle of learning. 

Neptune (divine love) enters the 3rd House of Commu- 
nications (Nov. 29). Imagination and intuition is height- 
ened during this period, resulting in an increased interest 
in the arts and the spiritual world, People may have some 
difficulty thinking in a logical fashion, and would be wise 
to avoid signing contracts and making business decisions, 
Communication on a personal level such as phone calls, 
letters, and e-mails could be a little confusing. Nonethe- 
less, this is a good time for any project in business requir- 
ing special talent in creativity and artistic flair. 


Spiritual power 

Spiritual power that comes from within the mind and 
soiil blossoms (Neptune trine Pluto re-entering Dec. 16) 
People will feel powerful and in tune with the Divine, with 
no need for external approval. Thus, opportunities 
abound for advancement in their chosen careers, particu- 
larly in the field of healing, as others recognize their 
strength and integrity. By healing we don't just mean go- 
ing to a hospital, or taking an aspirin. Healing also can 
and does occur through the arts—music, poetry, writing, 
painting, design—and mind-growth through studies of re- 
ligion, philosophy, and metaphysics. 

lipinos will discover their true gifts and find avenues 
of expression in work here and abroad (Saturn trine Chi- 
ron, entering Dec. 25). Those already aware of their gifts 
can move forward in the knowledge that the timing is 
right to share their talents with the world. 

By December, the energies will propel us to strike the 
right balance between confidence and persistence, re- 
quired to propel us towards our goals (Jupiter trine radix 
Pluto, Dec, 2 to Dec. 15). At this time, high-voltage ener- 
gies will seem to flow in the direction that we want, pre- 
senting opportunities for taking control in some way. 

‘This happens because we are motivated by something 
higher in value than personal ambition. The transit brings 
professional success, political power or tremendous gains, 
ora chance to straighten out situations that have been 
sources of trouble. 


JESSIE Sincioco says life is more than just desserts, 
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Keep em coming 


back for more 


By Meluchi A. Rivera 
Contributor 


“VENERABLE” is a term rarely used. 
in Manila's faddish restaurant 
scene, yet it invariably comes to 
mind when describing Le Soufflé 
The establishment endured the 
'90s into the new millennium with 
grace; and counts the crème dela 
créme of society, business and poli- 
tics among its patrons. 

“We opened the original Greenbelt branch 
in 1991, so Le Soufflé is now a teenager,” says 
Chef Jessie Sincioco, one of the owners, who 
oversees the Pasig branch. So synonymous is 
Le Souffle with fine dining, that when it 
opened in Ortigas Center as a bistro, there was 
much resistance from its regulars. As if bound 
by some unwritten code, "people would still 
come in wearing a coat and tie,” she says. 

"The Pasig outlet opened on Valentine's Day 
2000 to a packed house; they served 130 cov- 
ers that day. When the restaurant was spruced 
up after a while, much of the menu of the 
original branch carried over. 

From that exercise, the lesson that the part- 
ners learned well was not to mess with a win- 
ning concept. The two other branches, one at 
‘The Fort and the other known as Top of the 
Citi, have stuck to the restaurant-cum-wine 
bar theme. And as Sincioco explains it, Le 
Souffle's main menu is filled with not just 
mainstays, but must-stays. 


Calculated to please 

Atthe Ortigas branch, itis clear just how adept 
this restaurant has become at Keeping clients 
happy. Take the basket of warm bread served de 
rigeur There is a choice either of round dinner 
rolls, superior to those served in most local 
restaurants, and the Le Souff version of the cia- 
Бапа, Purists may frown at the liberties Sincioco 
(being pasay chef as well) has taken with the 
Italian flat bread; but this thick, meaty version, 
encased in a thin, crisp crust, is wonderfully light 
and wildly popular with patrons. 

Ditto with everything presented to us at 
dinner. While these are notlisted on the reg- 
ular menu, one gets the sense that each 
dish—from our starters of baked mussels, 
and the salmon tartare; to our entrees of 
grilled sea bass and lamb loin; to our heady 
desserts—is measured, safe, and calculated 
to please. 

First, the sampler of baked mussels, with 


garlic butter, tomato sauce and creamed 
spinach. Nothing novel, save for the fact that 
the shellfish were very large and plump; in- 
deed, among the meatiest I have seen this side 
of the Pacific. 

‘Then, the salmon tartare, another sure hit. 
Presented as a demiserving the finely 
chopped salmon flesh sits in glistening 
peachy-pink contrast to the lime green wasabi 
vinaigrette. The topping of alfalfa sprouts 
provides a welcome shot of tartness, although 
the chopped ginger could have been done 
away with, as its flavor threatens to overpow- 
er the delicate taste of the fish. 

As for the salad, we can almost hear Sincio- 
co cracking her knuckles in the kitchen. The 
varied greens are topped with the sweet-suc- 
culent-velvety trio of grilled shiitake mush- 
rooms, seared scallops and pan-fried foie 
gras. The salad also features a strong-tasting 
dressing, which we were hard-put to take 
apart. 

The skillfully prepared entrees again skew 
toward the familiar, and should be crowd- 
pleasers: for the carnivore, lamb loin 
wrapped in chopped mushrooms, goat cheese 
and bacon then drizzled with red wine sauce; 
for those seeking lighter fare, grilled sea bass 
atop garlic mashed potatoes. 

Sincioco shows her partiality to desserts via 
Princess Carmen, a layered torte not unlike 
the sans rival, but lightened up taste-wise by 
using cream instead of butter; and a parfait 
made of a small scoop each of cherry-almond 
and pistachio ice cream made from scratch, 
then surrounded by lady fingers dipped in 
liqueur. The former is for those with a sweet 
tooth; while the latter's more subtle flavors is 
a perfect palate cleanser for those seeking re- 
liefafter a heady meal. 

"The secret to Le Soufflé's success is simple, 
“We've become known as the restaurant that 
gives clients what they want,” says Sincioco. 
‘Thus even with several menu pages of classic 
Le Soufflé dishes, a diner can still request off- 
menu items. As we have seen during the din- 
ner, and as the restaurant has proven through 
the years, Le Soufflé's chefs are only too hap- 
pyto oblige. 


Photo: Patrick Uy 

Grooming, hair and makeup: Liza Baltazar 
Assistant: Connie Buenafe for Essensuals 
Toni & Guy 


Keeping the future open 


By Leovino Ma, Garcia 
Contributor 


Jacques Derrida’s main intent was to go beyond ways of 


thinking that simply repeat the past, and to welcome 


unforeseeable meanings 


IN MARCH 2004, Jacques Derrida, the popular con- 
temporary French philosopher, considered two 
things that could happen after his death. 

First: “Two weeks or a month after my death, 
nothing will remain.” Second: "They are only begin- 
ning to read me now." 

With his passing in Paris last October 9 at age 74, 
Derrida may have just put new energy and life not 
only to philosophy but also to other domains like 
psychoanalysis, literature, the arts, architecture, 
law, politics, theology, photography, and even fash- 
ion. 

What exactly was Derrida's goal? His prodigious 
output (50 books in 35 years) may be interpreted 
under the motif ofa “journey to an elsewhere.” This 
Journey involves a continual going beyond ways of 
thinking that simply repeat the past, Derrida's main 
intent was to keep the future open for meanings 
that are unforeseeable, unheard of. One must think 


outside the box. One must create a space for alter- 
natives, for differences. At a time when differences 
are neglected and alternatives ignored, Derrida 
wanted to keep the future “on reserve.” 


Paradoxical success 

This obsession with а future “on reserve” may 
perhaps explain Derrida's paradoxical success. How 
cana thinker, writing in difficult prose, excite an 
ternational following? Aside from his writings, his 
diverse interests, his personal charm, one can point 
аз a major factor the enthusiasm of many literature 
professors and critics in applying Derrida's sup- 
posed method in the interpretation of texts, In a 
more radical way, Derrida's attention on the unfore- 
seen, the different, the alternative resonated with a 
generation that has gone into hitherto unforesee- 
able studies--cultural, post-colonial, gender, wom- 
en, gay and lesbian, African, Asian studies. 


In this view, the principle of “deconstruction” 
(now forever linked with Derrida) may be taken ba- 
sically as putting into question present accepted 
concepts ... to keep the future open for unheard of 
meanings. According to Derrida, one must never be- 
lieve that all questions have been settled, that all an- 
swers are adequate. Nothing is ever evident as one 
would like to think. In dealing with subjects like 
hospitality, pardon, and responsibility, one always 
needs to pay more attention and to cultivate more 
openness of spirit. 


Whatit’s not 

On many occasions, Derrida stressed what "de- 
construction" was not, more than what it was. In an 
interview dated June 30, 1992, he reiterated that 
deconstruction neither means destruction nor dis- 
solution. Itis neither a method nor a technique. It is 
not a school of thought. If one were to go by Derri- 
da's "economic, elliptical description," it is thinking 
of the origin and limits of the question, "What is 
2" that is often asked in philosophy. It seeks to 
“question the very question posed by philosophy. 

Deconstruction seeks to open new perspective: 
fossilized thinking. In questioning the presupposi 
tions ofa text, it wants to open the text to other pos- 
sible meanings, different from those already given 
by tradition. 

Deconstruction does not take texts apart to de- 
stroy them but to bring out other possible—yes, un- 
heard of, unforeseeable—meanings, For Derrida 
philosophy is “congenitally” deconstructive, It al- 


ways strives to think beyond what is evident, Far 
from being “nihilistic,” deconstruction is always on 
the side of the yes. Once asked what lay between 
dust and dust, Derrida immediately answered 
“Life!” For him, there was life for as long as the fu- 
ture was kept open for such unheard of meanings. 
René Wellek, an eminent literary critic, denounced 
Derrida's approach in 1983, saying that Derrida had 
“encouraged utter caprice, extreme subjectivity, and 
hence the destruction of the very concepts of knowl- 
edge and truth." Could it be tliat Wellek, like many oth- 
ers, had judged Derrida without reading his texts? If so, 
icis not yet late to begin reading Derridas texts which 
“survive? him, in that they continue to live after him. 


E-mail the author at Igarcia@ateneo.edu 
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OVEN-baked tapenade-encrusted seabass, with choron 
sauce and saffron risotto 
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Where to find ostrich steak on 


— tan 


“LAN 
oracay? 


Check out Fridays Resort, whose kitchen crew is bent on pleasing 


picky clients 


Photos by Bobot Meru 


WHEN diners demand that their tenderloin, 
whether black angus ог rib eye, come from the 
United States and nowhere else, it only means 
they know the best and are willing to pay for 
quality. Such is the clientele of Fridays Resort. 
Which is why the restaurant is always on its 
toes, sticking to high standards of fine dining on 
the beachfront—thanks to its best-kept secret, 
executive chef Fortunato Fulgencio, who has a 
vivid imagination and a flair for mixing flavors 
and textures. 


Classic repertoire 

The menu consists of classics. The finest 

goose liver under a hazelnut crust, drenched in 
a coulis with hints of passion fruit. The magret 
de canard is baked in orange sauce with grand 
marnier and port, accompanied by grilled toma- 
to. 
“And where else on the island could one find 
ostrich steak? Fulgencio gets the premium cuts 
from Cagayan de Oro, marinates them in bal- 
samic vinegar with tarragon, rosemary, thyme 
and sage, and bakes them. He recommends 
them medium rare because of the low, fat con- 
tent. The mustard pepper sauce is a harmony of 
red wine, meat jus and tangy mustard. 

‘The sea bass is packaged in a crust of fine 
black olives, anchovies, capers, blended in olive 
oils and herbs, such as basil, which emits a fra- 
grant aroma. Itis slathered in hollandaise sauce 
made with clarified butter. The juicy lamb shank 
is braised with beef and chicken stock over low 
heat for four hours until it is tender. 

Even the pasta selection is above the ordinary. 
Pasta jambalaya is unique, made from smoked 
chorizo and local seafood. For the pomodoro, 
Fulgencio uses white wine sauce for a continen- 
tal taste. The carbonara is cream thickened with 
egg yolk and velute and made richer with herbs 


DEA sea ceviche (kinilaw) with kalamansi and ginger sorbet 


idore is made from juicy bits 
sautéed in garlic, onion, pepper, celery and 
mushroom and deglazed with white wine. After 
adding velute and white sauce, the filling is re- 
turned to the shell and baked. It is generously 
topped with melted parmesan cheese and a hint 
of mustard. 

From the Asian menu, the bulgogi remains the 
best seller. The meat is grilled Korean style with 
garlic, onions and ginger. 

‘The snacks are also diet busters. The fish and 
chips is touted as the best in Boracay. Strips of 
lapu-lapu are coated in beer batter with vinegar 
for a strong taste. These are accompanied by 
huge slices of potatoes. 

‘The triple-decker sandwich is another spe- 
cialty, because the bread is freshly baked in Fri- 
days kitchen. Filled with burger, lettuce, toma- 
toes and chicken marinated in tarragon for the 
special taste, the sandwich is roasted in a panini 
griller so that the outside is crisp and while the 
inside is juicy. 

Fulgencio can prepare anything that a cus- 
tomer requests, even it it's not on the menu. 


Seductive desserts 

The main fare is matched by the dessert selec- 
tion. One is visually arrested by a seductive dis- 
play of cakes, created by pastry chef John Melo 
Magtibay. 

Topped with white chocolate curls and 
caramel stripes, the chocolate caramel cake 
is layered alternately with moist chocolate 
sponge cake and feathery caramel mousse. 
Chocolate Majestic, a cross between a 
mousse and ice cream cake, is a feather-light 
concoction of chocolate and liqueur-flavored 
cream atop a bed of sponge cake. It is made 
more memorable with the chocolate shavings 


FRIDAYS” collection. Trio of King Oscar, chocolate ganache and White Velvet 


and cherries, , 

Magtibay i5 proud of his brownies. Unlike 
most others that are soft and spongy and reeks 
of cocoa powder, Fridays’ are nutty and chewy 
in the French tradition. They are made of pure 
chocolate, melted in high-quality butter and 
mixed with fine powdered sugar and nuts. After 
going through a complicated procedure, the 
brownie mix is baked to perfection. The top is 
chewy but the center is luscious. 

The pastry chef also concocted the pineapple 
and coconut strudel—a sponge with a filling of 
dessicated coconut and pineapple flavoring, 
made distinct with the traditional combination 
of cinnamon and brown sugar. The strawberry 
charlotte is a mousse with soft sponge and 
liqueur, crowned with luscious strawberries, al- 
mond flakes and white chocolates. 

‘A favorite of most guests is the white choco- 
late sponge cake with raspberry jam at the bot- 
tom and slathered with berry syrup. Choco- 
holies can have their fix with ganache, made of 
chocolate fudge. 

Even the cheesecakes—varieties of chocolate 
marble, blueberry and mango—are perfect-firm 
оп the outside but soft and sweet with a subtle 
tang on the inside. Another comfort food is the 
tiramisu, made ‘of coffee-flavored, authentic 
mascarpone cheese, 


Exotic banana cake 
Foreigners adore the banana crepe cake for its 
exotic richness. The filing is made of rich cream 
folded with soft cream cheese and spiked with ba- 
nana extract and liquer. Itis made more attractive 
with toppings of fresh banana and apricot jelly. 
#Magtibays version of the sans rival is the King 
Oscar. He uses butter cream, flavored with al- 
mond, between layers of meringue instead of 
the traditional sans rival that uses cashews and 
creme. Because Fridays would like to remain a 
child-friendly resort, Magtibay can create imagi- 
native sundaes mixing cones, chocolate, marsh- 
mallow and other ingredients, if requested. 
Guests are treated to homemade chocolate 
truffles every night to cap their dinner, The truf- 
fles are served on fresh leaves. The recipe sticks 
to the classic firm shell with melted centers. The 
meal and confections guarantee sweet dreams. 
Marge C. Enriquez 


For reservations, call the Manila land line at 
8929283 or fax 8929118 


Espress-oh! 


lt may come as a surprise to know 
that real espresso is not burnt-bitter. 
The quick force of water to extract the 
espresso shot of Mocha Coffee 
expertly roasted beans of Australia, 
brings about a full-bodied, aromatic 


cup all the time. 


All of our coffee concoctions at 
Mocha Blends are espresso-based - 
you won't find any second-rate brewed 
coffee here. 


Mocha Blends 


ESPRESSO COFFEE * AUSTRALIA 


By Mae Astrid Tobias 
Contributor 


CAN you name five things 
that can be found in Davao City? 
Mt. Apo, the Great Philippine Ea- 
gle, durian, the waling-waling 
flower, and this year’s Children’s 
Science Interactive Workshop 
(CSIW) organized by the Philip- 
pine Society of Youth Science 
Clubs (PSYSC): 

With the theme, "GeoXpedi- 
tion: Experience Earth to the Ex- 
treme,” nearly 500 elementary 
students from 77 schools all over 
the country gathered at the 
Malagos Garden Resort in Davao 
City last Oct. 19 to 23. 

According to Larisa Mae Qui- 
jano, current president of 
PSYSC, the workshop's main ob- 
jective is to promote interest in 
science, technology, and the en- 
vironment, and encourage kids 
to become scientists someday. 

For five fun-filled days, the 
kids learned more about fossils, 
volcanoes, typhoons and hurri- 
canes, the ocean and how to take 
care of Mother Earth. 

Darius Pineda, a Grade 6 stu- 
dent from Kidapawan City Pilot 
Elementary School SPED Center 
in Kidapawan City, said that he 
learned from Dr. Carlo Arcilla’s 
talk on Environmental Geology 
that proper disposal of garbage 
is important. 

“I didn't know that garbage 
can be useful,” he said. “You can 
get gas from it—biogas which 
can be used for for cooking.” 


Explosive fun 

Gio Cahilsot, a Grade 4 stu- 
dent from Quantum Learning 
Center in Lagao, General Santos 
City, enjoyed their volcanology 
workshop session with Dr. Alfre- 
do Mahar Lagmay. They created 
а volcano out of sand and then 
mixed baking soda with vinegar 
to make it erupt. 

During the “Geolympics,” par- 
ticipants had to rack their brains 
to name the oceans in a blank 
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© The Party of Defeat 
@ One-Legged Biker 
@ Tikbalangs in the Toilet 


Ф Book Review 


ОМ their last night, the CSIWs pledged their continuing loyalty to science clubbing. 


map and identify various rocks. 

Belle Luzuriaga of Bago City 
Elementary School in Negros Oc- 
cidental had to recite all the ge- 
ological hazards she knew so 
that her “phyle” or team could 
move to the next challenge. 

Pupils from selected schools 
also performed in a talent night 
called “Apollo's Quest.” 

The best part of CSIW was the 
field trip where kids saw the dif- 
ferent attractions of Davao City. 


Batangas kids take on battle of ‘bots 


By Eline Santos 


} BATANGAS ‘kids from 
First Asia Institute of Technol- 
ogy and Humanities іп 
Tanauan will represent the 
country in the 1st World Robot 

$ Olympiad to be held in Singa- 
pore from Nov, 5 to 7. 

Competing in the primary 
category (ages 10 to 12) are 
sixth-graders Kevin. Matthew 
Yatco, Pio Angelico Encarna- 
cion, and Marc Joseph Garcia, 

Experience will hopefully 
help the team as Kevin compet- 


ed in the regular category of 
the International Robotics 
Olympiad in Seoul, Korea last 
year. Teammate Pio competed 
in the open category. 

“The events are harder this 
year,” said Kevin, “Last year 
there was stair climbing and 
line tracing. Now we. have 
‘wrestling and a maze.” 


What to expect 


‘The first event in next Sat- : 
urday’s olympiad is the sprint 


_ Where robots “race” a course. 


In the maze/slalom, ‘the 
Batangas kids/ р. 4 


Orchids and Eagles 

One of the first stops was the 
Puentespina Orchid Farm, a giant 
greenhouse where anthuriums, 
chrysanthemums, lilies— not just 
orchids—were being grown. 

Next stop was the Philippine 
Eagle Foundation, The kids met 
the very famous Pag-asa, the first 
Philippine Eagle to be hatched in 
captivity. Other destinations for 
the day were the GAP Farm and 
the Science Centrum. 


Dindi Laguna, a Grade 4 stu- 
dent from Apostol Memorial 
Central Elementary School in 
North Cotabato, enjoyed meet- 
ing the eagles at PER 

Dindi said she learned that ea- 
gles shouldn't be killed but 
should be cared for because 
there are only few of them left. 

Christian James Pinggol a 
Grade 5 student from Quantum 
Learning Center, said he was im- 
pressed to see how one of the ea- 
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gles, Maginoo, soared in his cage. 
He said that when he goes back 
home, he will tell his friends about 
what he learned and invite them 
to visit the places he went to. 

Following tradition, CSIW 
participants gathered for the 
pledge night. They lighted can- 
dles and promised to apply 
what they learned, take care of 
the environment, and return to 
next year’s CSIW which will be 
held in Luzon. 


Davao bird show in Manila 


It’s a bird... which came by plane... with a super vet! 


By Eline Santos 


CRAVING for a taste of 
Davao? Visit the Malagos Gar- 
den’s Amazing Bird Show which 
will be at the Ninoy Aquino Parks 
and Wildlife Center in Quezon 
City until Jan. 30 of next year. 
You can meet basketball play- 
ing parrots, Maganda and Wali, 
Wacky the crow who swoops for 
the P100 bill in a crowd, and 
Leila, a scooter-riding cockatoo. 
You'll also see kites, ostriches, 
hornbills, a sea eagle, and more. 
To give them time to feel at 
home in their new environment, 
the feathered cast flew in (by 
plane) two months before the 
show's opening. 
Eleven-year-old King Puente- 


. spina, a fifth-grader at the Ate- 


neo Grade School in Quezon 


" City says he likes Leila best be- 


cause, “she has lots of tricks.” 
On the other hand, younger 

brother Patrick likes Maganda 

because of her basketball skills. 
King and Patrick are nephews 


of the show's mastermind, multi- 
awarded veterinarian Roberto 
“Bo” Puentespina, Jr. 


Meet the Bird Man 

Dr. Bo started out as a volun- 
teer veterinarian for the Philip- 
pine Eagle Foundation in 1990. 
They would rescue eagles with 
gunshot wounds in remote 
mountains, rehabilitate them, 
and release them into the wild. 

With the release of the cap- 
tive-bred eagle, Kabayan, Dr. Bo 
feels he has come full circle and 
is eager to pour his energies into 
other bird species that he feels 
are neglected, 

Currently, Dr, Bo takes care of 
about 400 birds at the Bird Park 
in their family-owned Malagos 
Garden Resort in Davao City. 

The bird park officially came 
to be after the Philippine Eagle 
Center decided to focus on rap- 
tors in 2001. The non-rap- 
tors—parrots, crows, hornbills, 
etc.—thus found themselves in а 
new home with Dr. Bo. 


Life after Rehab 

While the goal is to release the 
birds back into the wild, some- 
times it just can’t be done. 

Five of the kites performing at 
the show were rescued when 
they were babies. Since they im- 
printed on their human compan- 
ions (meaning they now consid- 
er their humans as mom and 
dad), the kites can no longer be 
released into the wild. 

Because of such cases, Dr. Bo 
was inspired to do the bird show. 
The show not only entertains 
while it teaches about birds and 
the environment; profits go to 
the feathered residents of Bird 
Park and funds research in 
wildlife conservation. 

Dr. Bo says they want to high- 
light how the birds behave in na- 
ture. Each of the bird’s tricks is 
based on how they actually be- 
have on their own. 

One of their policies is not to 
take anything from the wild. 
That's why, Dr. Bo explains, they 
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This boy from Eastern Samar bikes 
and plays basketball with one leg 


ELEVEN-year-old Bryan only learned 
to bike after he lost his leg in an accident 
two years ago. 

It was a rainy November afternoon and 
Bryan was playing with friends inside a 
house that was under construction. In try- 
ing to reach a spider with a bamboo stick, 
Bryan instead touched a live wire and was 
electrocuted. 

Doctors saved his life but not his left leg 
which had to be amputated. 

Even so, Bryan would gleefully hop 
around the house, dashing from the 
Kitchen where he would prepare rice 
cakes, then to the living room where he 
would watch his favorite cartoon shows. 

Not being able to walk to school moti- 
vated Bryan to learn how to bike. The 


“fourth-grader from Balangkayan Elemen- 


tary School now actually gives his 7-year, 
old sister a ride to school. 
A sponsored child of Plan International, 


CHEERFUL Bryan has a can-do 
that overcomes obstacles. 


Bryan doesn’t complain about the material 
things he doesn't have. Instead, he helps in 
the farm, sells rice cakes, and plays his fa- 
vorite sport, basketball. 

His mother describes the fourth-grader 
as an obedient and loving son who can be 


relied on for favors anytime. 

"| want to finish my studies and become 
a teacher someday,” says Bryan. “I want to 
teach Filipino, I will tell my students to 
study hard and read always.”--Beng 
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Letter to СМА. 


DEAR Madame garbage properly. 
President, 

I have heard about President, for reading 
the austerity campaign my 
of the government. CALDERON, Jesu- 


As a student, I can Mariae School. Mary | 


help in this campaign Help of Christians, 
by not using too much Parañaque City 
electricity, that is, I В 
will only use light 
and the air-con 
whenever necessary. 
I can also help by 
conserving water be- 
cause without it, peo- 
ple cannot live. Fur- 

| thermore, I can help 

i by taking good care of The accompanying 
Mother Nature. I can artwork was made by 
plant different kinds of Connie May Babierra, 
trees and other types of also a third-grader from 
plants, and dispose of jesu.Mariae School. ` ^ 


с эче ыз 


Thank you, Madame 4 


MUCH as it pains me to ad- 
mit it, I slept in my parents’ 
room not for a night but for so 
many years. 

Tm the baby. of the family 
and my parents would have let 
me stay in their room if it 
wasn't for my sister, 

When I'was a little kid, I be- 
lieved that there were mon- 

5 sters—tiyanak, manananggal, 
and other. creatures—roaming 
the house at night. So I-would 
make sure that Tm in my parents’ 

room when it starts to get dark 
and sleeping time drew near. 

One time, my sister challenged 

me to sleep in my room. I agreed 

because she promised to sleep with 

me in my double-decked bed, which 

had been unused since I spent the 

nights in my parents’ room, 

I stayed and slept on the lower bed 
while my sister slept on the upper 
bed. I slept on the lower bed because 
I thought that if a monster attacked 


By Bea Reyes 
Stella Maris Academy 
of Davao 
Davao City 


4 I WAS a fourth-grader in a 
new school. I was too shy to 


during the night I could easily get 
away and run to my parents' room! 

When I woke up that morning, I 
was so happy and excited to tell ev- 
erybody that I did it! I slept in my 
room for the first time. Starting that 
day, I slept in my room alone. 

‘However, a time came when my sis- 
ter got sick and she requested me to 
be her little nurse. 

I said, "Sure!" 

I set my cell phone alarm so that I 
could wake her and tell her to drink 
her medicine. That time gave me the 
opportunity to help my sister when 
she needed me. 

And now, 1 am back in my room... 
with my sister. This time, it is not be- 
cause Im afraid of night creatures 
that wander in our house but because 
my sister and I share secrets. We gig- 
gle over funny moments and some- 
times console each other for the sad 
things that happened during the day. 
Night time is now an occasion I look 
forward to. 


letter. —THEA ў 


even make new friends. I of my size. I was pretty big’ drinking and yelling, "We're 


spent all my time inside the 
library reading all the books 
there was to read. 

The only person I could 
call a friend was the librari- 
an who would let me into 
!‚ the restricted sections. 

September came and the 
“whole school was buzzing 
with excitement because of 
the Sportsfest. They sorted 
us into two teams, Yellow 
and Green: I was in the 

Green team. 

Iwas surprised to be in- 
i. cluded in some of the 
à games, namely volley- 

И ball, bowling, tug-o- 

war, and basketball, 


Maybe it was because 


for a fourth-grader. I didn't 
even break into sweat in the 
tug-o-war. But, luck wasn't 
on our side. They won and 
they got the trophy. 

While the Yellow team was 
having their victory party in 
the sixth-grade room, my 
Green team friends and I were 
in the next room talking about 
how we lost. Finally, one of my 
friends came up with a plan. 

“Why don't we celebrate?. 
Lets hold our owri Party of 
Defeat right now!” she yelled, 

Me called teammates to 
get food and meet us in the 
room next to the Yellow 
team's victory party. . 

We had a blast—eating, 


the losers!” until the bell rang 
and it was time for us to clean 
up., We actually made more 
noise than the victory party! 
Til never forget that day 
when a group of losers de- 
cided to show that it's not 
only the trophy that makes 
one a winner, Accepting de- 


feat, and still holding one’s’ 


head high, is a sign of a true 


winner, 
m 


Sound 
Familiar ? 
Write down your thoughts. 
now and send them to 
Who knows, you might 
5, Just get published! 
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By Mae Astrid Tobias 
Illustration by Jason Moss 


Shhh! If you promise to be 
quiet, 

TIl share with you a little 
secret: 

Swear that you'll never 
squeal 

All the things I'm going to 
spill. 


You see, I discovered until 
recently 

Our house keeps peculiar 
company. 

When it’s dark and there’s 
no light, 

Strange creatures it would 
invite. 


In the middle of the night, 
it was kind of late, 

1 felt the urge to urinate.. 
When I got up, I was met 
By a tikbalang in the 
toilet. 


I rushed to tell my 
mommy 

Who just said, “Oh, dear, 
don't be silly. 

Next time, you'll say, I bet 
There are kapres in the 
closet.” 


| Visiting a place like 
home... not! 


\ 


\ 


tion at ту cousins’ place. They live 
in an old apartment about a block 
from where 1 live. I've never seen 
any place like it before. Their 
neighbors were 

beetles, earth- 

worms and white 

cockroaches! We 

also had a won- 

derful time ex- 

ploring the ceil- 

ings, broken light 

bulbs and even 

abandoned sinks. 

Needless to say, it 

was a most excit- 

ing and interest- 

ing trip, and I 

wanted so much 

to stay longer. But 

I had to come 

back home. I 

missed my family 

and my books. 

And speaking of books, I recently 
redd a very good one. It's called 
“Coraline” and it's written by Neil 
Gaiman. The story and the draw- 
ings are a little scary but there's a 
good lesson in the book. 

It’s the story of a girl named 
Coraline who, like me, loved to ex- 
plore. 

After moving into their new 
apartment, one that has 21 win- 
dows and 14 doors, Coraline quick- 
ly went exploring. She met their 
neighbors and one cat. She soon 
discovered that all the doors 
opened except one. This door had a 
brick wall behind it. Too bad she 
can’t pass through cracks in walls 
like me! 


— 1 


Our ever curious Coraline soon 
finds the secret key and was able to 
unlock the passage through the 
wall. She finds another apartment 

just like the one 
she lef. Only 
here, the food is 
tastier and the 
toys are unlike 
anything — she's 
had before. How- 
ever, there is an- 
other mother and 
another father, 
both -of whom 
have buttons for 
eyes and scary 
white skin. 

And they want 
to change Cora- 
line to be like 
them! The book 
gets even more 
frightening when 

our heroine discovers that there are 
other children like her who are 
trapped behind a mirror. 

Will Coraline be able to fight her 
other mother and save the souls of 
the lost children? Or will she stay in 
the other apartment where every- 
thing is new and interesting? I will 
not tell you because it’s really much 
better for you to read what hap- 
pens. It is really exciting and makes 
you want to clap for Coraline and 
hug her. 

If it was me in the story, I would 
still squeeze my way back to the 
warmth and comfort of my family 
and home. My home may not be as 
exciting as my cousins’ but it is 
where I feel snug, safe and where 
fellow ipis accept me for who I am. 
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But there are! At least one 
so far. 

Dark and smelly with his 
cigar. 

He was crunched inside, 
quite alert 

Wearing my favorite 
‘sweatshirt! 


Again, I tried to tell my 
mother. 

I don’t know why I even 
bother. 

Because this is what she 
said, 

When I thought I saw 
something under the bed. 
“Dear, your wild imagina- 
tion 

will put us in an embar- 
rassing situation. 

I don’t want to hear any 
buts, 

Please try to get some 
eyes shut.” 


So, I guess my mother is 
not interested 

To know which creature is 
under the bed. 

Or about the duwendes in 
the dining room 

Nor the manananggals 
borrowing our broom. 


But still this mystery, I 
contemplated. 

Constantly, I ruminated. 
Why are these creatures in 
the house? 

Why can’t we just have a 


усик рыта TROP IPIS 


regular mouse? 


Then suddenly, it occurred 
to me. 

Where else should 
tikbalangs pee? 

And I guess, kapres know 
better, 

In case of bad weather, 

to wear a warm sweater. 


As for 
Ilearned, 
They don't like their eggs 
and toast burned. 

They also have perfect 
table manners, 

Not to mention, the best 
party planners. 


the duwendes, 


Now, the manananggals to 
me are a pest. 

They just keep trying their 
best 

To get their hands on the 
broom 

So start tidying up my 
room. 


Astrid is currently finishing 
her М.А. in Creative Writ- 
ing at the University of the 
Philippines, She is the presi- 
dent of Kuwentista ng mga 
Tsikiting (KUTING). 

Jason is a painter chil- 
dren's book illustrator and 
editorial cartoonist. You 
may e-mail him at moss- 
cake@yahoo.com. 
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a 
Real Sea Lion 


Come see the real thing. 
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By Christine A. Paita 
Got something for Out There? Send us 
the info two weeks in advance. Our fax 
number is 897-4794, and our e-mail ad- 
dress is ji@inquirer.com.ph. 


Announcement 


DRC WIN- School and Sean 
NERS. Congrats Philip N. Palegar 
to the winners of from Tagkawayan 

J the Apoy, Bagyo, Central Elem. 

Í Kalamidad: Dibu- School, Quezon. 

j hong Pambata In Category B 

2004 poster (10-12 years old), 

making contest Dale M. Erispe of 

held on Oct. 10, AH. Lacson El- 

Major winners of em. School and 

Category A (7-9 Jayson James F 

{| years old) are Muñoz of Bali- 

Jennifer J. Cruz wasan Central El- 

from P Gomez em. School, Zam- 

Elementary boanga City 

School and bagged the major 

Maryam Angela prizes. The final- 

f S. Ballaran from ists for Category 
j San Pablo Central B are Airish D. 

p 4 Elem. School, La- Sevilla and Mark 

= sf j guna. The finalists Anthony E. Talav- 

Й for Category A era, both from 

міЗтіЈогік. і are Jamille Bianca Saplad Elem. 

ien. j Aguilar from School, Pampan- 
2 MGC New Life ga, Lorena Savitri 

Academy, Emma- К. Villareal of Sta. 

neul Н. Villegas of Rosa Central El- 

PWU-JASMS, ет, School; and 

Niko  Sharbel Grade 6 student 

Garcia from T. Sev Yojnad B. 

Tecson Elem. Marcelo. 


Davao... (rom pase 1) 


Ms do not have any mynahs since the 
ed) \ entertaining birds are not bred but 
"A 
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(2000. G all NA Davao birds? Shows are at 10 a.m. 
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A AA A à and 3 p.m. from Tuesday to Sunday. 
. Get tickets online at www. malagos- 
garden.com or call 929-9310. 


taken from the forest. 


Batangas kids... 
(from page 1) 


robot finds its way through a maze 

and raises up flags as fast as it can. 

For the wrestling event, two com- 

Be PA ti NG $ peting robots will push against each 

А QUE. са Ee GNE E p dh PO: ka other, trying to flip or push the op- 
O kx. We E EC E T f ponent out of the ring. 

і UNE. BAG! E sis E ui / f “Its much more challenging,” 

PAEA amid BREN DOWNLOAD THESE SCOOBY SHOCKERS | o ‘| said Pio. 

mg s E! [MÀ Moments after winning the 3rd 

Eoi Re 102949 ی‎ шынде) Philippine Robotics Olympiad last 

To access other Globe Gizmo downloads: a anon- MMS phonel ; j 47*| Oct. 1, Pio said that they would con- 

x z tinue training to become even better. 

FAITH has been joining the 

E E Ы olympiad since it began in 2002. 

fo aces animated wallpapersandthemes E The annual event is spearheaded by 

i cr cM ear с m P || Felta MultiMedia Inc, and the 
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RP chess team 
places 12th 


at Olympiad 
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Lawmaker wants to hike 


taxes on 'nip-and-tuck' set 
By Carlito Pablo 


MATA-TAX 


HE'S NOT going to be 


ро 


pular with the nip-tuck 


generation. 


Rep. Abraham Mitra 


(LP, Palawan) has fled a 


bil 
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1 seeking to impose a 
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website: wwwing7.not 


Bin Laden warns US 


Jolts campaign for presidential poll on Nov. 2 


WASHINGTON—Osama_ bin Laden 
Joomed large over the final whirlwind 
Saturday of the US presidential race as 
the two contenders sparred over how 
best to defeat the al-Qaida leader after 
he threatened new attacks in a videotape 
theday before. 

" Both candidates accused the other of 
playing politics with the war on terror 
following the airing by the Al-Jazeera 
television network of a videotape from 
the mastermind of the Sept. 11, 2001, 
strikes on New York and Washington that 
left some 3,000 people dead. 

In the videotape broadcast on Friday, 
Bin Laden made a direct, formal address 
to the American people, saying that the 
best way for Americans го avoid a repeat 
ofthe Sept. 11 attacks was to stop threat- 


Army hospital 
chief sacked 
for using old 
medicines 


ByAlcuinPapa © == 
THE COMMANDING officer of the 
Army's Fort Bonifacio General Hospital 
has been relieved on allegations that he 
had allowed expired medicines to be ad- 
ministered to soldiers injured in battle, 
the Armed Forces said yesterday. 

But Lt, Col. Buenaventura Pascu 
chief of the AFP public information of- 
fice, stressed that the use of expired 
medicines had neither resulted in the 
death of any soldier nor aggravated the 
condition of any patient. 

Pascual said the relief of Col. William 
Yu was deemed effective on June 1 but 
had been approved on July 28 by Lt. Gen. 
Efren Abu, the then commanding general 
of the Army and now the AFP chief of 
staff. 

He said Yu was likewise investigated 
for alleged misappropriation of refunds 
from the Philippine Health Insurance 
Corp. (PHIC) and using spurious receipts 
for medical supplies. 

Pascual also said the process was on- 
going and that Yu was on “floating sta- 

But five complainants against Yu have 
also been relieved, he said. 

‘Yu's relief came to light as a result of 
an RMN radio broadcast early yesterday 
of an interview with Press Secretary 1g- 
nacio Bunye. 

In the interview, Bunye was asked to 
comment on a nurse's taped statement 
that she and her colleagues had been told 
to use expired injectable antibiotics for 
the treatment of wounded soldiers and 
even post-surgery patients. 

In response, Bunye said: “I believe 
(Defense] Secretary [Avelino] Cruz 
Should look into this allegation to know if 
this is rue or not. 

“He knows how serious these allega- 
tions are, and I don't think it is right to 
Just dismiss these outright.” 

ARMY AG 


ening Muslims’ security. 

‘The videotape of the Qaida leader was 
the first to surface in more than a year, 
and it was more formal and less con- 
frontational than the few previous mes.” 
sages attributed to Bin Laden that 
emerged in the past three years. 

Bin Laden did not explicitly threaten 
any new attacks in an excerpt of the 
videotape. But the appearance of the 
tape four days before the US election day 
injected the presence of al-Qaida and Bin 
Laden into a presidential campaign in 
which the threat of terrorism has 
weighed heavily 

In his statement, Bin Laden referred to 
both President George W. Bush and Sen. 
John Kerry by name, but he said the 
prospect of a future terrorist attack 


would depend not on the outcome of the 
election, but on concrete actions taken 
by the United States 

“Your security is not in the hands of 
Kerry or Bush or al-Qaida: your security 
is in your own hands,” Bin Laden said. 
He added: “Any state that does not mess 
with our security has naturally guaran- 
teed its owr security.” 

At times gesturing emphatically, the 
Qaida leader wore а long gray beard, tra- 
ditional white robes, a golden cloak and 
a turban. He gazed directly into the cam- 
era as he delivered his address, which he 
appeared to be reading from a text. 

“Oh, American people, I am speaking 
to tell you about the ideal way to avoid 
another Manhattan, about war and its 
causes and results,” he said. He added: 


“Despite entering the fourth year after 
Sept. 11, Bush is still deceiving you and 
hiding the truth from you, and therefore 
the reasons are still there to repeat what 
happened.” 

In contrast to his haggard appearance 
in his last videotaped message, broad- 
cast on Sept. 10, 2003, Bin Laden ap- 
peared vigorous and healthy. 

US intelligence officials, who indicat- 
ed that they had obtained access to the 
entire videotape, said it appeared to 
have been made recently, possibly as re- 
cently as Sunday. US intelligence and 
law enforcement officials said an analy- 
sis by the CIA had indicated with “a high 
degree of confidence” that the tape was 
authentic. 

BIN LADEN/ A21 


OSAMA BIN LADEN: The reasons are 
still there to repeat what happened. 
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Living inside a cemetery, 
he fears the living more 


Sin th, 


By Jerome Aning 


GETTING sirange looks after mentioning your 
address is not usual. But then, most people do 
not live in a cemetery. 

Daniel 1. Neese, superintendent of the 
Manila American Cemetery and Memorial, 
‘watches over the graves of the American war 
dead so that their sacrifices would continue to 
be remembered and honored. 

The Sl-year-old Neese, a former United 
States Air Force security policeman and Viet- 
nam War veteran, chuckles when he recalls 
how new acquaintances would stare at him in 
disbelief whenever he extended an invitation 
to his house, which happens to be inside the 
cemetery. 

“Most people don't live in a cemetery but 
then again its all up here [in the mind]. Some 
people buy houses right next door,” he said, 
gesturing to the exclusive gated communities 
and condominium high-rises surrounding the 
‘cemetery at Fort Bonifacio in Makati. 


"ust because they're outside the gate it 
makes a big difference, while I live inside the 
gate,” he said. 

Many would regard cemetery caretakers as 
creepy or morbid creatures, a source of some 
amusement to Neese who in person is quite 
the opposite. 

“They [caretakers] have that stigma. But 1 
guess the difference is that this place is not 
just a cemetery but also a memorial. We don't 
have regular burials here. Everyone here is 
from the World War II era,” he said. 

‘The cemetery, over 61.5 hectares of gently 
rising ground on McKinley Road in the Fort 
Bonifacio development in Makati, is the final 
resting place of 17,206 Americans killed in 
the Western Pacific during World War I. 

Neese heads a staff of one American assis- 
tant and 36 Filipinos, some of whom have been 
working in the cemetery for more than 20 
years. Among them are several caretakers who $ 
handle the manual job of tending the plots. 
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NEITHER creepy nor morbid: David L. Neese, superintendent, 
Manila American Cemetery and Memorial in Fort Bonifacio, cares 
' for the final resting place of 17,206 US soldiers killed in WWII. 
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LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL: A canopy of blue skies and a cityscape of Makati frame the exuberance of a child frolicking 
Bonifacio. So will the living starting today flock in exuberant numbers to cemeteries ай over the country to honor their dead and frolic through the! 
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Matatag boys of PMA ’71: The ruling class of AFP, PNP 


By Frank Cimatu 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


FORT DEL PILAR, Baguio City—The 
Philippine Military Academy's Matatag 
Class of 1971, the “ruling class” of the 
‘Armed Forces and Philippine National 
Police, is hogging the headlines these 
days, 

Its not only because it has such lumi- 
naries as Gen. Narciso Abaya, the re- 
cently retired AFP chief of staff; PNP Di- 
rector General Edgar Aglipay, Sen. Pan- 
filo Lacson and Gregorio Honasan, a 
former senator and ex-rebel leader. 

Other mistahs (classmates) are in the 


news as well, like former AFP 
comptroller Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia, for 
his unexplained wealth, and PNP Direc- 
tor Eduardo Matillano, for keeping a 
luxury vehicle confiscated from a sus- 
pected drug trafficker. 

The Matatag boys made up the gradu- 
ating class the 
year then 2nd 
Lt. Victor Cor- 
pus—now a retired military intelligence 
chief—raided the PMA armory in De- 
cember 1970. (As a consequence, the 
then PMA superintendent, Brig. Gen. 
Aurelio Ugalde, was relieved.) 

‘They were starting their military and 
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constabulary service when martial law 
was declared in 1972. 

And as American author Alfred Me- 
Coy wrote in his book on PMA Classes 
1940 and 1971 ("Closer Than Brothers: 
Manhood at the Philippine Military 
Academy,” 1999), the "Matatags" were 
the instruments of 
the late strong- 
man Ferdinand 
Marcos in instilling terror among sus- 
pected dissidents. 

In 1986, the Reform the Armed 
Forces Movement formed by Honasan 
and other Matatag members led the de- 
fections from the Marcos regime that 
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paved the way for the first Edsa upris- 
ing, which drove the dictator into exile. 

But it was also RAM that mounted 
several coup attempts against the suc- 
ceeding administration of President 
Corazon Aquino. 

Even last year's failed mutiny in 
Makati City had overtones of Class 
1971, with the mutineers saying they 
had been inspired by Honasan's vision 
and the apparent incorruptibility of Vice 
‘Adm. Ruben Domingo, also а místah, 

How did the Matatag become om- 
nipresent in Philippine affairs? 

“If you look at the composition of the 
class, you will see why,” the PNP's Agli- 
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pay told the Inquinen. 

“It so happens that many of us have 
the brains. Look how many valedictori- 
ans we had,” he said in jest. 

Oscar Martinez received the Presi- 
dential Saber for topping the class. 
Honasan received the Chief of Staff 
Saber as cadet first captain, and Matil- 
lano, the Baguio Mayor Saber. 

But McCoy wrote that in 1997, Mar- 
tinez was named the principal in the 
theft of P1.75 billion from the AFP pen- 
sion fund. A lawyer, he is a retired 
colonel and now works as a consultant 
abroad. 
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